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Chapter 1 
General Principles

Article 1. The right to Citizenship in the Republic of Armenia

Everybody has the right to be a citizen of the Republic of Armenia by the procedure defined by 
lav. A citiceli of the Republic of Armenia cari no* be deprived of his/her ciuzenship.

A. citizen of the Republic of .Armenia has tie right to denounce ms/her ciuzenship by the procedure 
defined by lav.

Article 2. The Legislation on Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia

The legislation on citizenship of the Republic of Armeria is based on the Constitution of the 
Republic of Armenie., this Lav on Ciuzenship and other legiskuons of the Republic of Armenia. In 
case of internaticnel -agreements, ratified by the Republic of Armenia, contradicting this Lav on 
Ciuzenship, the provisions, of the international agreements vili act.

Article 3. The Tas is of the Lav on Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia

The lav on ciuzenship c: the Republic of Armenia defines the principles and procedures of
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Article 4. The Citizens of the Republic of Armenia
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acquiring the ciuzenship.

Article Б. The Documents Corn ormi ag ine Citize nsnip cr the Repuuhc or
Armenia

The documents cordorming the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia are the folio ving:
the passport of the Republic of Armenia, person identification certificate, and before receiving
those, birth certifica« or other documents contrinmg information on citizenship.

Article 6. The Banning on Handing over the Citizen of the Republic of 
Armenia to another state

It is forbidden to barai over the citizen of the Republic of Armenia to another state.



Article 7. Tie Ргъаеггарюп. ci Citizenship oí tue Republic of Armenia
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nema or toe ootenucn of a ciuiensmp c: another country 
urn? o: ie Republic о: Armenia.
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ceses scieley do no: resi: m sbang;

Tue cinge о : ciuiensmp of one spouse does no: resi* m change o: ciuiensiip e: ie oier 
spouse.

of Ameni to ie foreign sitien, es mell es divorce in such 
ciuzership.

Article 8. The Proxection of the Omens oí the Republic of Armenia abroad

Citizens c: is Republic of Asmeme residing abroad en;oу ie protecuen and patronage of is 
Kepubiic of Armenia.

The Republic of Armenia, its Diplomane end Corsier Representations, end officials "soring 
there shall be responsible for is protecuen of all rights of ciuzens of the Republic of Armenia mho 
may reside in other counties and shell foresee all necessary measures assuring endangered right: 
based on ie lams of given counties es mell es intensione; agreements railed by the Republic of 
Armenia.

Article 9. Persons Haring Double Citizenship, Citizens of Foreign 
Countries, and Stateless Persons.

Persons having the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia es mell as citizenship of one or more 
counties concurrent” ere considered persons having double citizenship.

Crozens of other counties mho do no: haue couzensiup o: the Repubic of Amena are considered 
citizens of a foreign country.

Citizens of tie Republic of Asmenla es mell es foreign citizens shell obtain citizenship of the 
Republic of Armeria based on mutual agreements berreen tie Republic of Armenia and other 
counrr;.
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is considered a starless person.
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The Republic of Armenia encourages is residents to obrem ciuieusiup of the Republic of Ameme 
and dees nctc'crac; tiicir obtention of other citirenchius.

In the Republic of Armenia, the lapa: stems of parsons baring doubla naiorelir*. foreign citizens 
end stateless persers is regulated by tire lams of the Repubic oí Asmeme and by mtemational 
agreements signed by the Repubic c: Armenia.



C hap ter 2
A”uîrsnsnt of Citizenship 
ci the Republie ci Armenia

Amele IC. Hie Principies oí Acquirement oí Citizenship oí me riep colic of 
Armenia

The riuzcrrhip cf the Rapublic :: .-«meric le acquired by:
a) recognition of ciuzenship
b) birth
с; acquirement of ciuzenship 
i4 remmer: o: -lecerehip' 
ei coHecr^ acqurament measure
i) principisi detailed by internaí-nal agrasmsnts :f the Republic cf Armenia 
g; other principles ¿simad by tins lav on ciuzenship

Article 11. The Recognition. ci Citizenship of the £ ер ud lie of Armenia

tersene racogruzed ac cinc arc ci tra Republic cf .-marna from the moment this lav comes into 
effect are:
a) citizens of the former U££R vho lived m the Republic of Armenia
b) persons permanently living in die Republic of Armenia vho are stateless, and vho, during the 
p^aar after this lav comas into effect, apphad to get Pia ciuzenship oí the Republic of Armenia.

-.coca o: Armenian nationality oom in Pua Republic о: Armenia and living m the formar USSR 
~'hc dc not have the ciuzenship of ether countries and vho do not reiect the envers hip of the 
Republic of Armenia during the year after this given lav comes into effect, are also considered 
citizens of the Republic of Armenia. The procedure for legalization cf citizenship for these parsers 
is designate by the Government of the Rapuohc cf Armenia.

Article 12. The Citizenship of Children Bom from citizens of the Republic 
of Armenia.

Children vhese parents vere the ciuzens of Pie R¡ 
citizens of the Republic cf Armeria, regardless cf
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The child ore c: vhese parents at the time of his.'her bird, is uba citizen of the Republic cf Armenia, 
and Pie other is unhnovn or is a parson viPiou: ciuzenship, acquires the 'citizenship of the 
Republic cf Armenia.
If ат pue urna ci hismer b nun one c: tne parents is Pie citizen of the Repunze cf Armenia. and me 
other is athe citizen cf the foreign country, ciuzarshiu c: Pie child is decided according to the 
vr.uan agreement Parveen the parents.
In the case of Pie lack of a such armement the child acquires the citizenship of Pie Republic of 
Armenia if he.'she is bom m the Republic of Armenia.

Article 13. Citizenship of the Child Bom from Parents vilhout Citizenship

A child bom in the Republic cf Armenia vhose parents are stateless becomes ciuzen of the 
Republic of Armenia.



Article 14. The Acceptance into the Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia

Every person --ho does not have the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia end is eighteen Tears 
old, can apply ю get the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia, if ha (she), by the procedure 
ueimed. lived in Armenia during the List four years and he/she is familiar with the Constitution of 
the .-republic of Armenia and speafcs Armenian.
я person Tithe ut citizenship can get the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia regardless of the 
curation of settlement in Armenia:
1 ) if he.'she is married to the citizen of the Republic of Armenia, or has a chill, father or mother 
vho are the citizens of the Republic of Armenia
2) Those parents or one of them foremerly had die citizenship of the Republic of Armenia, or таз 
bom in the Republic of Armenia, and after the age of eighteen in three years applied to get the 
citizenship of the Republic of Armenia.
Without taking into account the requirement about the duration of living, the citizenship of the 
Republic of Armenia can be given by the decision of the President of the Republic of Armenia but 
no more than to 100 persons each year.
The application for the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia or for its rehabilitation is to be 
rejected if the person The applies:
a) performs actions to change by force the constitutional system of the Reoublic of Armenia
b) is a member of an organization тhich activity is forbidden by the кт of the Republic of 
Armenia.
c) sentenced and imprisoned for crime prosecuted by the Criminal Code r-f the ^nubile cf 
Armenia.
The persons of the Armenian origine living abroad can acquire the citizenship of the Republic of 
Armenia "without my limitations if they are permanently settled in the Republic of Armenia!*

Article 15.The Rehabilitation of the Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia

The citizenship of a person The had lest it and applied to get it bach, may be rehabilitated by the 
^resident oi the Republic of Armenia.

Article 16. The Acquirement of tire Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia

The order of collectif acquisition of the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia is defined by tire 1ат 
of fte Republic of Armenia "On immigration to the Republic of Armenia".

Chapter 3
Citizenship of the Child in the Case
of Adoption or Change of the Citizenship of his/her parents

Article 17. Citizenship of Children in the Case of Acquisition of tb» 
Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia by their Parents

АсЬШ under 14 those parenti acquired the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia, acquires the 
citizenship of the Republic of Armenia.

If one of the parents get the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia and the other is the citizen of a



foreign country, orastadess person, their child, Tinnier 14 acquires the citizenship of the Republic 
of Armenia if there is a mutual agreement of the parents, or. ¡Í the child lives in the Republic of 
Armenia end there is the agreement of parent "ho is the citizen of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 18. Citizenship of a Child in the Case of the Loss of the Citizenship 
of the Republic of Armenia by his/her Parents

The child under 14. vhose parents tost the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia loses the 
citizenship of the Republic of Armenia, if he/she gets the citizenship of another country.
If the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia is tost by one of the parents and other parent is a 
citizen of the Republic of Armenia, their child under 14 loses citizenship of the Republic of 
Armenia by the mutual agreement of the parents; or if the child lives outside of Armenia and there 
is an agreement of the parent vho is a citizen of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 19. Citizenship of a Child in the Case of Adoption

A child adopted by the citizens of the Republic of Armenia becomes a citizen of the Republic of 
Armenia. If one of the spouses is a stateless person and the another is a citizen of the Republic of 
Armenia, the child becomes a citizen of the Republic of Armenia if:
a) there is an agreement of the spouses, vho adopted the child
b) the child lives in die Republic of Armenia arid there is an agreement of the foster parent vho is 
the citizen of the Republic of Armenia.
c) the child is a stale less person, or he/she can become a stateless person.

Article 20. The Preservation of Citizenship of tire Republic of Armenia 
in the Case of Adoption

A child vho is a citizen of the Republic of Armenia and vho is adopted by citizens of a foreign 
country, or if one of die spouses is a citizen of the Republic of Armenia and the other is a citizen of 
a foreign country, keeps the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia.
In this case a child can denounce the citizenship of the Republic of Armerda only by the statement 
of foster-parents.
A child vho 33 a citizen of the Republic of Armenia and vho is adopted by stateless persons , or 
one of the spouses is a stateless person , and the other is a citizen of the Republic of Armenia, 
keeps the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 21. The Citizenship of a Child of Unlnovn Parents

A child of unknovn parents vho is in the Republic of Armenia is a citizen of die Republic of 
Armenia.
In die case of finding at least one of the parents or a tutor, citizenship of the child can be modified 
according to the present given lav.

Article 22. The Preservation of Citizenship of a Child tovaids vhom is 
Established a Sponsorship or a Guardianship

A child vho is a citizen of the Republic of Armenia, and to vends vhom is established a 
guardianship or sponsorship, keeps the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia regardless of die 
fact that his parents denounced the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia. In this case the child 
can denounce the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia by the statement of the parents if they are 
not deprived of their parents' rights.



Article 23. Tie Necessity of the Agreement of the Children for Changing t 
tiieи Citizenship

.ле mcdzicatmn of die citizenship 
citizenshiu, takes riese in accordance

о: l-î-iâ years eie emidren z their parana change their 
ridi this riven lav by the agreement of the children.

Chapter 4
The End of Citizenship 
of the Republic of Armenia

Article 24. The Principles of Interruption of the Citizenship of the 
Republic of Armenia
Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia is interrupted in the cases mentioned belov: 
a) as a result of denouncement of citizenship of the Republic of Armenia 
h) as 2 result of loss of citizenship of the Republic of Armenia
cj according to the principles providedby international agreements of the Republic of Armenia
d) according to the principles provided by this given lav

Article 25. renouncement of the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia

Every citizen of the Republic ci Armenia vim completed IS years old, nas the right to denounce 
the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia.
The application regarding denouncement is rejected if a person vho applies:
a) is called to account as an accused
b) if there is a court sentence or decree about that person
c) if the denouncement of his/her citizenship contradicts vidi the interests of the 3tate security of 
the Republic of Armenia
d) if the person denouncing the arménien citizenship has not performed his/her duties connected 
vidi the essential interests of the state, enterprises, organisations or citizens.

Article 26. The Los3 of the Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia

The citizenship of the Republic of Armenia is considered lost:
a) if a person vho get the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia, according to die article 15 of this 
given lav, permanently lived abroad and did not registered in the Armenian Consulate for . more 
than seven years vithout valid excuses,
b) if the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia has been acquired using false data or false 
document.
c) if the person acquired the citizenship of a country vhidi doesn't have an agreement on double 
nationality vidi the Republic of Armenia.

Chapter 5
The Organs dealing vith the problems 
of citizenship of the Republic of Armenia 

and their plenary povers

Article 27. The Plenary Povers of the President of the Republic of 
Armenia

Concerning the Problems of Citizenship

The President of the Republic of Armenia sobres the problems of acceptance of the citizenship of 
the Republic of Armenia as veil as its rehabilitation and its denouncement and establishes the 
procedure of examination of the citizenship applications.



Armenia. and abroad by Diplomatic or Consular Representations of the Republic of Armenia.
The applications on me problems of citizenship are discussed in six months. In the case of 
reiection of the application orte can apply again after a year from the day of reiection by the 
procedure defined by mis given article.

Article 32. The Appeal Against Illegal Actions of Officials Concerning the 
Problems on Citizenship.

No acceptance of the applications on citizenship, infringement of die period of examination by 
officials, as veil as their ether illegal actions can be appealed by the court.

Article 33. The Legalization Procedure of the Documents Confirming the 
Citizenship of the Republic of Armenia

The form of the documents confirming the citizenship of the Republic of Armenia and the 
procedure of their announcement to the citizens are defined by the Government of the Republic of 
Armenia.

Chapter 7 
Concluding Points

Article 34. The Lav Comes into Effect

This given lav comes into effect since the time of its publication.

Article 35. The Application of the Legislation on the Citizenship 
of the Former USSR and ArmSSR in the Republic of Armenia

All those legislation on citizenship of the former USSR and ArmSSR vhich contradict to this given 
lav are declared not valid from the day of application of this lav.

Article 36. Correspondence of the Sublegislative Deeds vith this Lav and 
Adoption of the Deeds vhich Provide the Application of this Given Lav

The Government of the Republic of Armenia:
1) provides a correspondence of the deeds of the Miras toes and Principal Boards of the Republic 
of Armenia vith this lav.
2) defines in a month the procedure of putting into order the documents confirming the citizenship 
of the Republic of Armenia,
3) defines in tvo months the legalization of citizenship of die Republic of Armenia by the 
procedine defined by the second part of the article 11 of this lav ,
A) begins the registration of the citizens of the Republic of Armenia and passing of the 
correspondent documents not later than in tvo months after the application of this lav,
5) adopts other resolutions vhich provide the application of this lav.
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