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Law on the Legal Status of Foreign Citizens
in the Republic of Armenia
-Republic of Armenia-

CHAPTER 1
COMMOZ PRINCIFLES

Articlel. The Tasks of the’ Law va the Logal Status of
Foreign Citizens '

This Law, based on principles and standards of international Law,

defines tho procedure of entering the Republic of Armenia for

foreign citizens, the residency, ma'?—l within Armenia, transit trips,

existing sta tus as weil as their rights and respensibilities in the

Republic of Armenia.

Article 2. The Priacipies of the Legal Status of Foreign
Citizens.

Persons who are not citizen of the Republic of Armenia and have the

citizenship of another country are considered foreign citizens in the

Republic of Armenia. Foreign citizens are entitled to the standards of

international Law, and to the rights and freedoms defined by the

legiciation of the Republw of Armenia,

Article 3. The Legisiation on Legal Status of Foreign Citizens
The legal status of foreign citizens in the Republic of Armenia is
regulated by this given Law and by other deeds of the legisiation of
the Republic of Armenia on the legal status of foreign citizens.

Article 4. Persons without Citizenship

The principles of this Law apply 2lso to persons wz.hﬁut
citizeniship, who ars in the B2 u:hl: of Arrasnia, if thers are nof any
other principles providsd by the legisiation of the Repu‘o tic of
Armenia.



CHAPTER 2
ERTRANCE AND EXIT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
ARMENIA BY A FOREIGR CITIZEN

Article 5. Entry of the Republic of Armenia by a Foreign
Citizen.

Foreign itizen: mipy s d n enfrance
vizagiatved Ly curreinion ~3 1 Affairs,
and ia the bordars of the Repuh 1 & ! ance visas
tiven by the c:mpetent bodies of the Ministry of Int rnal Affairs, or
¥ the procedur d-.—fmc-- Ly the internzticnal agreements signed by
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Article 6. The Procedure of Receiving an Eantrance Visas for
the Republic of Armenia.

To receive an entrance visas {or the Republic of Armsnia forsign
citizens shall complets a form determined by the government and
submite other requested documents,
Article 7. Entrance Visas :1 rerms of Visas.
A Toreign citizen who is entering the Republic of Armenia is given
one of the following kinds f rance visas:

$+

5) (D cflu

2) transit visas ---for up to th e days.

b) tourist visas ---for up o fiftesn days.

¢) long term entrance visas --- {or Up 0 three months,

d) diplomaue entrance visas,

Arlicis & The procedure of =xtending an entrance visas.
Dipismatic and tourist entrancs visss are iven ior ¢ne usaze time.
Transit 2ad long term visas are given for mulliple usage

Entrance wrisas of forsizn citizens may e extended not more than
TWICE and n¢ mors Wan ¢nd Wurd ol Wis perivd Of Wis Visas dirauon
A& durztion of an enirance visas in the Republic of Armenia is
extended by corresponding bodiss of the Mlmsiry of Intsrnal Alfairs,
and ou-ts:'i of Arzosnis by the corresponding Lodiss of T Minliry
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Article 9. The Rejection of an Eatrance Visas.
Ths --1&::.1-'m:1 of & =347 izas for the Republic of Arsnsnia can be
reiz=cted. The an plmant will be infoermed of the reasons of this refusal.

Article 10. The form of Issuing an Entrance Visas.
An entrance visa s 1 eg i37¢rad 1n an inteérnadonaly recognized
document which identligs the person, or it is attached to it.

Article 11. Entrance ¥Yisas ‘Fees.
The {se lor an «nfrelte Vinas i: t::»;-’en actording to the procedure
defined by the iezislation of the Republic of Armenia.
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Article 12. The Procedure of Entance the Republic of .
Armenia by Foreign Citizens.
While entering the naticnal border of the Republic of Armenia,

I Orelgn C1UZENE NAVE O Prefent an AnIrande Visa, anan *amm*onally

- whed W Cad dddi T lid L
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Article 13. Responsibilities of Foreign Citizens in Border
Area.
Foreign citizens have o fulfill the demaads of the cusioms oilice in
. ) e are def

K ¥ L*N 3 : " ™ - -
border arez of the Fepublic of Armemia. These demands zre delined
by the legislzticon of the repuliic of ARmenia,

Article 14. The Procedure of Being in the Republic of
Armenia for Foreign Citizens.
In the Republic of Armenia, foreign citizens shall have entrance
visas, identi{ying documents and submit them 0 autorized officials
when requested.
Ariicie 15. The Procedure of Tleceiving Documents which
Substitute to the Official Documents.
In the case of lost or Samage of an snfrance visas, a passport or
other official papers a foreign citizen should 1*nm°d;ate1 7 notlfy to
the correoooqdm: bodies of m Ministry of Internal A;fcurs which in -
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Articie 16. Exit of Foreign Cilizens frem the RKepublic of
Armenia.

Foreizn citizens can 2t from the Republic of Armenia with the

mtérnatx'\mnv recognized document identifving a person or the

document °ub,,t1tu.t,1ng that, given by the corresponding bodies of the

Ministry of Internal Affairs.

The exit of foreign citizens irom the Republic of Armenia can be

refused ii:

5\ thete are crirmiral «

2x agaizt him/sher, until the trial is over,
L) there is a court ju g-’-ment agzinst hirm/her until the sentence is
carried out.

Article 17 The Procedure of Registration of Foreign
Citizens.
Registration of fereign citizens in the Republic of Armenia according

to their reciﬂenge 18 carrned oul Y e bodiss of tha 1A MY of
. e
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Internal Affaire bassd on docvment Wiz

stay in tr ’v‘-:eg"'b‘a.if: of Artneniz a3 well 23 tRsir CCTunaion c-f 3 iiving
place. Registration of foreizn -::tz:ens w’ho are stavm* in a hotel,
pansion, or bourxst center is carried out by these xn°t1 tutions
according to the procedure defined by the Ministry of Internal
Affairs.

Foreign citizens pay a regisraticn fee fv th i rec'is'"ation which
amount is determuned by the legizlal the Republic of Armenia.
Article 18. Transit Fee for Fereign Citizens.

To enter the Republic of Armenia and W ¢zt from the Republic of
Armenia foreign citizens shall pay a transit fe¢ which amount is
determined by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia..

CHAPTER 3
THE STATUS CF FOREIGN CITIZENS IN
THE REPUBLIC OF ARMEKRIA

Article 19. Different Types of Status of Foreign Citizens.
Four types of status are defined for foreign citizens who are in the
Repubhc of Armenia; lemporary, ordinary, special, and ezxclusive.
A fereign citizen can have caly one type of those status.

-
.
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Article 20. A Temporary Stat
A temporary status iz given {or up to one year to the foreign2rs whio
had came to Armenia t¢ work tas<d contract or for personal

)
C’
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3 ietz reaearchsrs, as well 3z 4o persons wWho hawve Leen invited
for public or religious work.
Duration of tem}:u:vrars-' staving may be ¢xtended as many as it
necessary not more than by ons vear.

Article 21. An Orédinary Status.

e ordinsry ctatus is given {or three yes
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) are and can he renewed.
iz ziven to every Gitizen who has R

z A3 Tersign (s nhmitted an auph\anon.
The priority to receive this status bstongs W foreign citizens who:
a) legally lived in the Republic of Armenia for three years,

.0

'S
3

aj)l
b) are ex-citizens of the Eepublic of Armenia and are close relatives
of citizens of the Republic of Armenia ( spouse, child, fathier, mother,

sister brothisr},
c‘l oraduof'c.ﬂ from 2 Hicker Z4°
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Article 22. A Special Status

A special status is given for up to ten years. for more than one Ume.
A sp~c1a1 status can be given to & for::s‘l ¢itizen who is providing
useful activities t¢ the Republic of Armenia.

Articie 23. An Exclusive Status.

A £XIGEIVE -s atus i3 given Lo L fxi':'igf.‘ 2mpleyess of Diplematic
and Conszular Rexa -:~s-‘-ut: tions of foreizgn countries in the Republic of
Armenia, as well as to the membres fth ir families , for the

duration of their employment.
An exclusive status can be given also o the foreign employees of
international organizations.

Articte 24. The Procedure of Oblairing a Temporary Status
apd an Ordimary Status.

Temporary status and ordinary status and documents confirming

them are given by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of

Armenia fallowing the procedure defined bv the legislation of the

Republic of Armenia.

The Ministry of Internal Affairs in a ¢ne mounth period sends a

written note te the applicant aboul eC1eion.

In cage of rejection |, the ap pl-.:nt el

*
n
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1 appeal agziast it to the Frime
Ministre of the Republic of Armenis Ths compiaint is considsred
within a mounth a“d 2 wTitten answer is given to the applicant.
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Article 25. The Procedure of Obtziring a Special Status.
Foreign citizens who want to obtain sp-c¢ial status submit an

3 k.phcation on behall of the Pr—ssident of the Republic of Armenia
the Diplematic and Consular Represeniations ¢of the Republic of
Armenia aboard, or in the p.zblz: of Armema to the Ministry of
Internal AfTairs, cubraiiling neesiar m wuments and filling up a
form. Foreign citizens who have ut:t..... =18 special slatis are ivan 3
special passport by the Diplomatic and Consutar Reprezsntations of
the Republn, of Armenia, or in the Republic of Armenia by the
Ministry of Internal Affairs. For this special passport a fee which
amount 13 defined by the government shall be paid.

I7 the application for the special slatus is rejected the applicant may

OU !(.1

—hes - oo
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CHAPTER 5
THE RIGHTS AND RESPONRSIRBILITIES OF FOREIGR
CITIZENS IN THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENTA

Arﬁcle 26. Ininhs E.e—;ubli-: ol Artnenia [orsign cilizens have the
reedom of speech, of WitUil, and religidn according o the legislation

:: W mepuklic of armenia.

?»:-:'eig:: -:i".i: sl oIne ¥ ave Pl prenilingg or rituziz only by the

;.-é. TRIBEIOn OF Yos Linitry of Internel AfTzirz of thie Republic of

Armenia.
In the Republic of Armenia foreign citizens have the right to
preserve their languzge, national culture and traditions.

Article 27. In the Repubiic of Armenis, fcre-‘gr citizens czn not veie
for the electiong, can not ! nemnbre of 1uical or publc
organizziion, tan o) il Tor such posific :’.., "-‘r
have activitizs which _ nalhiz 39

oI Armenia according to the legisiaticn of public of nfm-é-hm

Article 28 . citizens have the right to legal protection from

l:f
F gn
illegal inter feri lg in their private and fa il y life, they hav-:— the right
of 1ur1d‘ca1 profecticn against viclaucn ¢f their privacy an
ecrecy honour and dignity, of the

residence, of g¢ re- ool whielr mail, of then:
s;

SeCUfltY OI tf e Jf‘ln- _n(‘ F)r( st 11"'



Article 30. I the Republic of Armenia, o1
married or dxvorbed according W Wie pr scedure defined by the
legislation of the Republic of Armer nd have in family relations

niag and b
the some social zesictances, rights and okligaucns than the ciuzens oI -

the Republic of Armeenia.

rein citizens may get

Article 31. Foreizgn citizens of the Republic of Armenia pay taxes,
fees, and other mandator y contributions according to the procedure
deﬁned by the legislation of the Repubiic of Armenia.

Article 32. Foreign citizens shall not serve in the army of the
Republic of Armenia. ’

Article 33. -O their rights, forsign ¢itizens make use of all
means of dmé'nCe of the citizens ¢f the Republic of Armenia.

When arresting, imprisoning, tringing criminal charges, or tanning
the exit of a forexgn citizen from the Republic of Armenia, the
corresponding authorities shall notily it, in 24 hours,w the
representation of the country which represents the foreign citizen's
interest.

Foreizn citizens shall leave the Republic of srmenia when their entry

--°-- et cnim’s bad o aesies ee eee pmihiady eld e - o coewh VVedsed shdesme Ve

status is over.
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Article 34 Maling use of their rightsand freedoms, foreign citizens
must not harm the r1~hts and freedoms of the citizens of the Republic
of Armenia and other persons, as well as the social life, the weli-
being of the popuiation and the national security of the Republic of

Armenia.

CHAPTER 5
THE LEGAL SITUATICH OF THE FCREIGH {ITIZ ENS )
HAVING A STATUS IN THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Article 35. Rights and Duties of the Foreign Citizens with a
Status.

Foreign citizens having 2 status in the P.epL- -

rights as the citizen : o

property, 1o maxs us: o

1 Ly ;r.,
beamem re of a ben=volent,

2
3T 3
L'Itu";n, sports, and other pubilic
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trganizations and 4o e smscutive positizn, x3 ling a3 thote functions
e bes, PR YR DR E B e s FY e g -
Ao not cortreldict e rules and e S Ui 00T of those o s v izations.

Forsiga <itizens having a status may be 2 mambrs of international
oreanications worling in the Republic of Armenia.

& status gives to the forer’*n citizen the right to enter to and to exit

from the Repubhc of Armenia.

Foreign citizens having temporary, orvmar}* or special status have

the right to invite their cloge relauves to the Fepublic of Armena

The fee which armonnt is decided by the le-c-s‘ ation of the Repubiic of

Armenia.has to by paid to get the invitation ¢ : -

The right to invite other DG'ODI\-: of foreign citizens having exclusive

status is regulatad by the international agreements.

Article 36. Rights and Duties of Foreign Citizens having
Temporary Status.

Foreign c:uizens with a temporary status can acquire the right to

work in the Bepublic of Armenia, by the praocedurs defined by the

governnent of the Republic of Armenia.

Foreign students with a temporary status may get the right to work

with the autorisation of the Mn‘ustr 7 of Educa'aon and Science of the

Republic of Armenia. Foreign cm_vns with a temporary status can

enter and exit the Republic of Armenia without any restriction.

Entrying Armenia they pay a entrance visas fe¢. Foreign students do

not pay any entrance vieas fee.

The rights of forsign students to g0 aboard and the duration of their

absenc= are regy: m‘ :d by the ed Jf’atp.-f.el ingtitutions.

Foreign citizens with a temporar:.' status mav bring one <ar for their

personal use during their staving in the Republic of Armenia.

Foreign citizens with a temporary status can not modify the purpose

of their staying in Armenia without the autorisation of the Ministry

of Internal Affairs.

Foreign citizens with a temporary status carrie out their financial and

commercial transactions according to the procedures defined by the

legislation of Republic of Armsnia.

Article 37. Rights and Duties of Foreign Citizens having
Ordinary Status.

Foreign citizens having an ordinary status have the right to work, to

have social rights, to provide enterpreneurship and to make use of

insurance services.

Foreign citizern:s having an ordinary status

of Armenia b¥ contra»ta Acopy of th &

thie cCorresponaing vodies of the 1AL

shzll work in the Republic
nitract is 1o be subrnitted to
of

O
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Article 38. Pights and Duties of Foreign €
Special Status.
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12 3G, Rizuts 224 Duties of Foreign Citizens with an
fusive status.

Rights and duties of fereicn cititens wi th an azclusive status are
defined by the internationa! zxreements of the Republic of Armenia,
by the laws of the Republic of Armenia, the decress of the President
of the Republic of Armenia and decisions of the Government of the
Pépubhc of Armenia.

moareion citizanc taith an ernluaive $iatins nave the richt to
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K ".‘;a s"uv' oF WEir PETaCn E‘kl'-.i\i'fdifxg W e international
eemmients and the lezivsiztion of thir Repudiie of Armelila.
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CHAPTER 6
RESPONSIBILITIES OF FCREIGR CITIZENS
THE PROCEDURE OF THEIR EXPULSION FROM

THE REPUBLIC OF AEMENIA

Aruclie 40. Responsibilities of Foreign (itizens in the
Republic of Armeania

In ths ?.'l‘ UL ol mrroenia, Dnreizn Cifizens

.
® & eessscasde, o o' -‘oa

~q -4_.-.c5-,- - z P . -

law as citizens of Whs 233 Ll Aalfnslls, sloTn
L . - i w i1 - - g L X Sy dota o - ¢ - A - K 3
defined LJ international agresmienis ¢ Wis ,»-.1.,“; S ArmEnid and

by its legislaticn.
In the case of viclating the procedure of being in the Republic of
tl -

Armenia defined by this law, Iving without legal documents
confirming a status or naving illegal decuraents, violating the
?' -

procedurse of registralicn, iving 10 the mepuki 'C oI Armsma with an
expired vizas, disat2ying the rulss of susioms oiTice, o _13' cifizerne
P22, QUSOCerTilg e TUoed O DUSTLING 011N H IR

Tis b Hhe leziziatl ta

are reeponsis

Article 41. Differcnt Kinds of Expulsion of Foreign Citizens.
lemm'n" an administrative or judicial decision, { ore'.:n citizens may
2"p“-"11vd it OI""i the Repubilic Of Armetila lf they activities threawsn
the security of the Republic ¢f Armenia or e se "r Ty ¢ 113 people,
the public life and the morahity, the Realll ¢f others, Or 1n Cler Cases

defined by latw,

SArticle 42, Ezpuision of Foreizn Citizens by an
Admirpistative Decision
ion of expulsion ¢f a foreig citizen which exciuds Citizens
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Dro ocedure d‘xl”x"i by tr-~ government Of Armenia. The foreign

-~

citizen or the repressntative of the country wmch protects his/her

interests can appaa agamsz hie Secisicn oI ¢ xpu isicn within séven
daye to the Prime Ainister of the P.e;:ublzc of Armenia,

A foreigp citizen o3 -r».-.--.-‘}. 0¥ an adminiziraiive decicion can refurn
to Armenia only with the permission of t:.', Ministsr of Infernal
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Article 43. Expulsion of a Fereiga Citizen by a Judicial
Decision.

Iorsign Ciizen 18 G:'.yé' 128 Irom the Kepublic o
udic al gecision in the ¢ N &
epublic of Armema. Tne
decide the srprulzion ag an ady
citizen. In thi= cazes o the 22l : v
two years, it may e replaced by a demwn uf ~X'ou1 ion. -
The President of the Repuwlm of Armenia may remace the decision of
imprisonment of a foreign citizen, or a part of it by a decision of
¢xpulsion from the Republic of Armenia.

The institution which ook the decision of expulsion shall notify
wrthin ten Aayh tha -’aprcﬁaﬂ” ion n" the C“Lﬂf?’}’ which Protecfc the

- e’ e wa cnd v

inferests of thiz given person.
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Article 45 The Situation of the Expelled Foreign Citizen

A foreign citizen who is expelled from the Republic of Armenia by a
judicial or administrative decision shall lsave the country within a
determined period of time and from a designated border crossing &
foreign citizen who resists shall be aeporvec by rore

Article 4p. The traasfer of for
sgresment on exiradition of ¢ inals. .

Fc reign Citizens in the Republic of 5.::*:1:--;4 aslused of ¢rime in any
other country will be haded to that country if 30 2zked by this
country or by an intarnational erganizations according to the
international agreements on extradition.

eign citizeas according to the
f'

Draft presented Ly the Farlamentary Commuiies on Natuonsal Folcy

Issues and Independsnt Satshood.



