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PREAMBLE

We, the people of Albania, proud of our history aith faith in the future;

with determination to build a state that is demticraocial and juridical,

with the aim of respecting universal human values;

with a spirit of tolerance and religious coexis&nc

with belief that human dignity and personhood stidag protected, as well as the prosperity of
the whole country, toward the goals of peace, veihg, culture and social solidarity;

with the centuries-old aspiration of Albanianismgaational identity and unity;

with a deep belief that justice, peace, harmony @uperation among nations are among the
highest values of humanity,

We establish this Constitution:
PART |--B ASIC PRINCIPLES
Article 1

1. Albania is a parliamentary republic.
2. The Republic of Albania is a unitary state.
3. Governance is based on a system of electiansté free, equal, general and periodic.

Article 2

1. Sovereignty in the Republic of Albania belotmthe people.

2. The people exercise sovereignty directly avugh their representatives.

3. For the maintenance of peace and nationaksterthe Republic of Albania may take part in
a system of collective security, on the basis lafxaapproved by the majority of the members of
the Assembly.

Article 3

The independence and integrity of the territorypho dignity and human rights and freedoms,
social justice, the constitutional order, pluralismtional identity and the national inheritance,
as well as religious co-existence are the bas#gs$tate, which has the duty of respecting and
protecting them.

Article 4
1. The law constitutes the basis and the bourglefithe activity of the state.

2. The Constitution is the highest law in the Rejowf Albania.
3. The provisions of the Constitution are applieatlirectly, except when the Constitution



provides otherwise.
Article 5

The Republic of Albania respects international &pplicable to it.
Article 6

The organization and functioning of the organs emplated by this Constitution are regulated
by their respective laws, except when providedmifse in it.

Article 7

The system of governance in the Republic of Albasiaased on the separation and balancing
of legislative, executive and judicial powers.

Article 8

1. The Republic of Albania recognizes and protdwsnational rights of the Albanian people
who live outside its borders.

2. The Republic of Albania protects the rightstsfcitizens with a temporary or permanent
residence outside its borders.

3. The Republic of Albania assures assistancélfmnians who live and work in emigration
in order to preserve and develop their ties withrtational cultural inheritance.

Article 9

1. Political parties are created freely. Theigamization shall conform with democratic
principles.

2. Political parties and other organizations, gmegrams and activity of which rely on
totalitarian methods, which incite and supportafaeligious, regional or ethnic hatred, which
use force for taking power or influence state pedicas well as those with a secret character are
prohibited.

3. The financial sources of parties as well as thepenses shall be made public at all times.

Article 10

1. The Republic of Albania does not have an dafficligion.

2. The state is impartial in questions of beliafl &onscience, and also, it guarantees the
freedom of their expression in public life.

3. The state guarantees the equality of religgmmsmunities.

4. The state and the religious communities resgpectndependence of one another mutually
and work together for the good of each of themfandll.

5. Agreements between the state and religious aomties are regulated by law, on the basis
of agreements entered into between their reprasergand the Government.

6. Religious communities are juridical personsieyl have independence in the administration
of their properties according to their principledes and canons.
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Article 11

1. The economic system of the Republic of Albasiaased on a market economy, on freedom
of economic activity, as well as on private andljpytiroperty.

2. Private and public property are protected dikéaw.

3. Limitations on the freedom of economic activitgy be established only by law and only for
important public reasons.

Article 12

1. The armed forces secure the independence afaiinetry and also protect the territorial

integrity and the constitutional order.

2. The armed forces preserve impartiality in maitquestions and are subject to civilian and
demaocratic control.

3. No foreign military force may be accepted iAtbanian territory, except by a law approved

by a majority of the members of the Assembly.

Article 13

Local governance in the Republic of Albania is eimd according to the principle of
decentralization of public power.

Article 14

1. The official language in the Republic of Albais Albanian.

2. The national flag is red with a two-headed blkeagle in the center.

3. The seal of the Republic of Albania presentslack two-headed eagle, set on a red
background. At the top of the seal is the headdveéSkanderbeg.

4. The national anthem is "United around our flag.

5. The National Holiday of the Republic of Albaisa-lag Day, November 28.

6. The capital city of the Republic of Albanidlisana.

PART Il--T HE FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
CHAPTER |--GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Article 15
1. The fundamental human rights and freedomsnaligisible and inalienable and stand at the
basis of the entire juridical order.
2. The state organs, in fulfilment of their dstieshall respect the fundamental rights and
freedoms, as well as contribute to making thenalitye

Article 16
1. The fundamental rights and freedoms and thieslebntemplated in this Constitution for

Albanian citizens are also valid for foreigners astdteless persons in the territory of the
Republic of Albania, except for cases when the @otisn attaches the exercise of particular
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rights and freedoms, in a special manner, with Al citizenship.

2. The fundamental rights and freedoms and theslabntemplated in this Constitution are
valid also for juridical persons so long as theynport with the general purposes of these
persons and with the core of these rights, freedomdguties.

Article 17

1. The limitation of these rights and freedoms rbayestablished only by law for a public
interest or for the protection of the fundamentghts of others. A limitation shall be in
proportion with the situation that has dictateant shall fall as soon as the situation ends.

2. These limitations may not infringe the corelad rights and freedoms and in no case may
exceed the limitations contemplated in the Eurof@amvention on Human Rights.

Article 18

1. All are equal before the law.

2. No one may be discriminated for reasons sudeader, race, religion, ethnicity, language,
political, religious or philosophical beliefs, eamnic condition, education or social position or
because of who his parents are.

3. No one may be discriminated for reasons meatian paragraph 2 if a reasonable and
objective legal basis does not exist.

Article 19
1. Everyone born of at least one parent with Allbarcitizenship gains itself the Albanian
citizenship. Albanian citizenship is gained alsodther reasons provided by law.
2. An Albanian citizen may not lose his citizemstaxcept when he gives it up.

Article 20
1. Persons who belong to national minorities htaeeright to exercise in full equality before
the law the fundamental human rights and freedoms.
2. They have the right freely to express, presana: develop their ethnic, cultural, religious
and linguistic identity, to study and teach in theiother tongue, as well as unite in
organizations and societies for the protectiorheirtinterests and identity.

CHAPTER II--P ERSONAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

Article 21

Variant | - Every person has the right to life. This righiprotected by law. No one may be
deprived of life in an arbitrary manner.

Variant Il -- The life of every person is protected by law.
Article 22

1. Freedom of expression is guaranteed.
2. The freedom of the press, radio and televiarerguaranteed.
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3. Prior censorship of the means of mass commiimncia prohibited.
4. The law may require the granting of authoraatior the operation of radio or television
stations.

Article 23

1. The right to inform oneself is guaranteed.

2. Everyone has the right, in compliance with ltawget information about the activity of state
organs, as well as of persons who exercise stattidns.

3. Everybody is given the possibility to follonetineetings of collectively elected organs.

Article 24

1. Freedom of conscience and of religion is guarxh

2. Everyone is free to choose or to change higioal or beliefs, as well as to express them
individually or collectively, in public or privatdife, through [their own] sect, education,
practices or the performance of rituals.

3. No one may be forced to take part or not ieligious community or in religious practices or
to make his beliefs or faith public.

Article 25
No one may be subjected to torture, inhuman or latmg punishment or treatment.
Article 26

No one may be required to perform forced laborgpkin cases of the execution of a judicial
decision, the performance of military service, evise that results from a state of emergency,
war or natural disaster that threatens human fifesalth.

Article 27

1. No one's liberty may be taken away except éndhses and according to the modalities
provided by law.
2. No law may be issued to limit the freedom pkason, except in the following cases:
a) when he is punished with imprisonment by apeent court;
b) for failure to comply with the lawful order$ the court or with an obligation set by
law;
c) when there are reasonable suspicions thaathiedmmitted a criminal offense or to
prevent the commission by him of a criminal offenséis escape after its commission;
¢) for the supervision of a minor for purposegdification or for accompanying him to
a competent organ;
d) when a person is the carrier of a contagiassade or is mentally incompetent and
dangerous to society, an alcoholic, an addictwagaant;
dh) for illegal entry into the state or in casésleportation or extradition.
3. No one may be deprived of liberty just becaweses not in a condition to fulfill a contractual
obligation.
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Article 28

1. Everyone whose liberty has been taken awayheasght to be notified immediately, in a
language that he understands, of the reasonsifomimasure, as well as the accusation made
against him. A person whose liberty has been takey shall be sent within 48 hours before a
judge, who shall decide on his pre-trial imprisontra release not later than 48 hours from the
time he receives the documents for review.

2. Every person who is detained or arrested bleathformed that he has no obligation to make
a declaration and has the right to communicate idisiely with a lawyer, and he shall also be
given the possibility to realize his rights.

3. A person in pre-trial detention has the righappeal the judge's decision.

4. A person whose liberty is taken away other thyaa judge may at any time direct himself to
a judge, who shall decide within 48 hours on tigaliey of this measure.

5. No prisoner may be denied humane treatmentremal rehabilitation.

6. The person whose liberty is taken away hasighe to a trial within a reasonable term or to
be released on bail.

Article 29

1. No one may be accused or declared guilty ofrairtal offense that was not considered as
such by law at the time of its commission, with éxeeption of cases, which at the time of their
commission, according to international law, congtitwar crimes or crimes against humanity.
2. No punishment may be given that is more sethere that which was contemplated by law at
the time of commission of the criminal offense.

3. A favorable criminal law has retroactive effect

Article 30
Everyone is considered innocent if his guilt is piatven by a final judicial decision.
Article 31

During a criminal proceeding, everyone has thetrigh
a) to be made aware immediately and in detah®fccusation made against him [and]
of his rights, as well as to have the possibiligated to notify his family or those close
to him;
b) to have the time and sufficient facilitiegpt@pare his defense;
c) to have the assistance without payment oéastator, when he does not speak or
understand Albanian language;
¢) to be defended by himself or with the assts#anf a legal defender chosen by him; to
communicate freely and privately with him, as wadl to be assured of free defense
when he does not have sufficient means;
d) to question witnesses who are present aneédk the presentation of witnesses,
experts and other persons who can explain the facts

Article 32

1. No one may be obliged to testify against hifmsehis family or to confess his guilt.
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2. No one may be declared guilty on the basisatd dollected in an unlawful manner.
Article 33

1. No one may be denied the right to be heardééfeing sentenced.
2. A person who is hiding from justice may notaaklvantage of this right.

Article 34

No one may be punished more than one time foraheescriminal offense nor be tried again,
except for cases when the re-adjudication of ttse @& decided on by a higher court, in the
manner specified by law.

Article 35

1. No one may be obliged, except when the lawiresg)it, to make public data connected with
his person.

2. The collection, use and making public of ddtauh a person is done only with his consent,
except for the cases provided by law.

3. Everyone has the right to become acquainteld adta collected about him, except for the
cases provided by law.

4. Everyone has the right to request the corneaiicexpunging of untrue or incomplete data or
data collected in violation of law.

Article 36
The freedom and secrecy of correspondence or oteéans of communication are guaranteed.
Article 37

1. The inviolability of the residence is guaradtee

2. Searches of a residence as well as the preffioisesmg part of it may be done only in the
cases and manners provided by law.

3. No one may be subjected to a personal seartdideua criminal proceeding, with the
exception of the cases of entry into the territafryhe state and the leaving of it, or to avoid an
immediate risk that threatens public security.

Article 38
1. Everyone has the right to choose his placesiflence and to move freely to any part of the

territory of the state.
2. Each person may go out of the state freely.
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Article 39

1. No Albanian citizen may be deported from thattey of the state.

2. Extradition may be permitted only when it ipessly provided in international agreements,
to which the Republic of Albania is a party, andiday judicial decision.

3. The collective expulsion of foreigners is plotad. The deportation of individuals is
permitted under the conditions specified by law.

Article 40

1. Foreigners have the right of refuge in the Répwf Albania according to law.

2. Foreigners who in their countries are prohibiftem an efficient exercise of the rights and
freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution of the Rlepaf Albania, have the right of refuge in
the Republic of Albania according to law.

Article 41

1. The freedom, property, and rights recognizethe Constitution and by law may not be
infringed without due process [lit. without an arefe legal proceeding].

2. Everyone, to protect his rights and freedonasresg accusations raised against him, has the
right to a fair and public trial, within a reasof@abime, by an independent and impartial court
set by law.

Article 42

Everyone has the right to appeal a judicial denisioa higher court.
Article 43

Everyone has the right to be rehabilitated andidemnified in compliance with law if he is
damaged because of an unlawful act, action oréituact of the state organs.

CHAPTER IlI--P oLITICAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
Article 44

1. Every citizen who has reached the age of 1&) ew the date of the elections, has the right
to vote.

2. Citizens who have been declared mentally in@ent by a final court decision do not have
the right to vote.

3. Convicts that are serving a sentence that \oepthem of freedom have only the right to
elect.

4. The vote is personal, equal, free and secret.

Article 45
1. Everyone has the right to organize collectiveifyany lawful purpose.

2. The registration of organizations or societiegourt is done according to the procedure
provided by law.
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3. Organizations or societies that pursue unttatishal purposes are prohibited in conformity
with the law.
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Article 46

1. Freedom of peaceful meetings and without ammsl of the participation in them is
guaranteed.

2. Peaceful meetings in squares and places oicppdtsage are held in conformity with the
law.

Article 47

Everyone, by himself or together with others, magad requests, complaints or comments to
the organs of the state, which are obliged to angwthe time periods and conditions set by
law.

CHAPTER IV--E coNOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
Article 48

1. The right of private property is guaranteed.

2. Property may be gained by transfer of ownersiperitance or any other means
contemplated by Civil Code.

3. The law can contemplate expropriations or Atrons in the exercise of property right only
for public interests and always against a fair neenation.

4. For disagreements connected with the extertideofemuneration, a complaint may be filed
in court.

Article 49

1. Everyone has the right to earn the means ofgliby lawful work that he has chosen or
accepted himself. He is free to choose his prmfesznd place of work as well as his own
system of professional qualification.

2. Employees have the right to social protectiowark.

Employees and employers have the right to unitgyfii@ labor organizations for the defense of
their work interests.

Article 51

1. The right of employees to strike in connectioti their work relations is guaranteed.
2. Limitations on particular categories of empkyanay be established by law to assure
essential services to society.

Article 52

1. Everyone has the right to social security ohade or when he is unable to work, according
to a system set by law.

2. Employees who remain without work involuntailliy. for reasons independent of their
volition] have the right to help under the condisgrovided by law.
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Article 53

1. Everyone has the right to get married and lasiaenily.
2. Marriage and family enjoy special protectioritef state.
2. The entering into and dissolution of marriageragulated by law.

Article 54

1. Children, the young, pregnant women and newharsthave the right to special protection
by the state.

2. Children born out of wedlock have equal righith those born within marriage.

3. Every child has the right to be protected fraolence, ill treatment, exploitation and their
use for work that could damage their health andamor endanger their life or normal

development.

Article 55

Citizens enjoy health care from the state in arakpanner.
Article 56

Everyone has the right to be informed for the statbe environment and of its protection.
Article 57

1. Everyone has the right to education.

2. Mandatory school education is determined by law

3. General high school public education is operalio

4. Professional high school education and thednighe can be conditioned only on criteria of
abilities.

5. Education in public schools is free. Attendan€ religious education in public schools is
willful.

6. The law may contemplate payments for serviegfopned by institutions of high public
education.

7. Pupils and students may also be educated watprschools of all the levels, which are
created and function on the basis of law.

8. The autonomy and academic freedom of highetagatun institutions are guaranteed by law.

Article 58
1. Freedom of artistic creation and scientificeggsh, putting [the products] into use and
profiting from them are guaranteed for all.
2. Copyright is protected by law.

CHAPTER V--SocIAL OBJECTIVES

Article 59
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1. To supplement private initiative and respofigibithe state aims, within its constitutional
competencies and the means at its disposal, for:
a) employment under suitable conditions for alispns who are able to work.
b) fulfillment of the housing needs of its citize
C) necessary medical treatment for its citizens.
¢) education of children and the young, as welbe@rsons unable to work, according to
their abilities.
d) establishment of a suitable environment forpilesent and future generations.
dh) development of sport and of recreating aadivi
e) health rehabilitation, specialized educatiod a@megration in society of disabled
people, as well as improvement in continuanceaif ttving conditions.

CHAPTER VI--PEOPLE'SADVOCATE
Article 60

1. The People's Advocate defends human rightsfraedioms from unlawful and irregular
actions or failures to act of the organs of puatiministration.

2. The Advocate is independent and responsibletorthe Assembly.

3. The People's Advocate has his budget, the afrafhich is presented to the Assembly.

Avrticle 61

1. The People's Advocate is elected by threesfifththe Assembly for a five year period, with
the right of re-election.

2. Any Albanian citizen with knowledge and recagp activity in the field of human rights
may be the People's Advocate.

3. The People's Advocate enjoys immunity and thalgges of the judge of the High Court.

4. The People's Advocate may not take part inpatiyical party, carry on any other political,
state or professional activity, nor take part ia thanagement organs of social, economic and
commercial organizations.

Article 62

1. The People's Advocate may be discharged onlph@measoned complaint of not less than
one third of the deputies.
2. In this case, the Assembly makes a decisidmthee fifths of its members.

Article 63

1. The People's Advocate makes an annual reptire tdssembly.

2. The People's Advocate reports to the Assembinit is requested of him, and may also ask
to be heard by the Assembly for questions thabineiders important.

3. The People's Advocate has the right to makemeeendations and to propose measures
when he observes violations of human rights aretifsens by the public administration.

4. Public organs and officials are obligated tespnt to the People's Advocate all documents
and materials requested by him.

PART IlI--T HE ASSEMBLY
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CHAPTER |--ELECTION AND TERM
Article 64

1. The Assembly consists of not less than 140tikgpu

2. Two-thirds of the deputies are elected direatlysingle-member electoral zones with
approximately the same number of voters specifield.

3. Supplemental mandates are given to the pdrtiestheir multi-name lists in proportion to
the votes won by the candidates on the nations st#he first round.

4. Parties that receive less than 3% (variant) @Pthe valid votes on the national scale do not
benefit from supplemental mandates.

Article 65

1. The Assembly is elected for four years.

2. Elections for the Assembly are held within 680 days before the end of the mandate and
not later than 45 days after dissolution.

3. The mandate of the Assembly continues untifitsemeeting of the new Assembly. In this
interval the Assembly may not issue laws or takesitens with the exception of immediate
cases.

Article 66
1. The mandate of the Assembly is extended onithéncase of war and for so long as it
continues.
2. When the Assembly is dissolved, it recalldfitse

Article 67

1. The Assembly that has just been elected isct#dl its first meeting by the President of the
Republic no later than 20 days from the conclusicthe elections.

2. If the President of the Republic does not @gerthis competency, the Assembly meets its
within 10 days from the end of the term providega@mnt 1 of this article.

CHAPTER II--T HE DEPUTIES
Article 68
1. Candidates for deputy may be presented onpobijcal parties or voters.
2. Candidates for deputy may be presented fromidwhls as well.
3. The rules for the designation of candidatesd&puty, for the organization and conduct of
the elections, as well as for the conditions ofdityl of the elections shall be set by law.

Article 69

1. Without resigning from office, the following manot run as candidates nor be elected
deputies:
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a) judges, prosecutors;
b) soldiers on active duty;
c) employees of the police and of National S&guri
¢) chairmen of municipalities and communitiesnetl as prefects in the places where
they carry out their duties;
d) chairmen and members of the electoral comanissi
dh) the President of the Republic, high officiadé the state Administration
contemplated by law, except for members of the Cibwof Ministers, the People's
Advocate, the Chairman and vice chairmen of thehHsgate Control, the General
Director of Radio Television.

2. A mandate gained in violation of point 1 ofsthrticle is invalid.

Article 70

1. Deputies represent the people and are not cteth® any obligatory mandate.

2. They may not at the same time exercise any ptifgic duty; a deputy may be a member of
the Council of Ministers. Other cases of inconipktly shall be set by law.

3. Deputies may not carry out any profit-making\éy that stems from the property of the

state or of local power, nor may they gain thispprty [lit. property of these, i.e., the state or
local power].

4. For every violation of point 3 of this articlen the motion of the chairman of the Assembly
or one tenth of its members, the Assembly sendgubstion to the Constitutional Court, which
determines the incompatibility.

Article 71

1. The mandate of the deputy begins on the daywkds declared elected by the respective
election committee.
2. The mandate of the deputy ends or is invatidha case may be:
a) when he does not take the oath;
b) when he resigns from the mandate;
c) when one of the conditions of inelectabiligntemplated in articles 69 and 70,
paragraphs 2 and 3 is ascertained;
¢) when the mandate of the Assembly ends;
d) when he is absent for more than six conseeutionths in the Assembly;

Article 72
Before beginning the exercise of the mandate, ¢ipeities take this oath before the Assembly:
Article 73

1. A deputy does not bear responsibility for opis expressed and votes given. This provision
is not applicable in the case of defamation.

2. A deputy may not be detained or arrested witttmiauthorization of the Assembly.

3. He may be detained or arrested without authtioiz in the act of committing a crime only
when he is caught during or immediately after thenmission of a serious crime. In these
cases, the General Prosecutor immediately notli#&\ssembly, which when it determines that
the proceeding is out of place, shall decide tdH# measure.
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4. Forissues contemplated in paragraphs 2 athe 2\ssembly decides by secret vote.
CHAPTER I11--O RGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONING
Article 74
1. The Assembly conducts its annual work in twesgms. The first session begins on the third
Monday of January and the second session on gtéVfonday of September.
2. The Assembly meets in extraordinary sessionnwhés called by the President of the

Republic, the Prime Minister or by one fifth of ttieputies.
3. Extraordinary sessions are called on the lodisispecified agenda.

Article 75
1. The Assembly elects and discharges its chairman

2. The Assembly is organized and functions acogrth regulations approved by the majority
of all the members.
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Article 76

1. The Chairman chairs debates, assures respéioefoghts of the Assembly and its members,
and also represents the Assembly in relations etithrs.

2. Other services necessary for the functioninghef Assembly are carried out by other
employees, as is specified in the internal reguiati

3. The highest civil employee of the Assemblyhis General Secretary.

Article 77

1. The Assembly selects standing committees ftemanks and may also designate special [ad
hoc] committees.

2. The Assembly has the right, and with the reifgokene fourth of its members, is obliged to
designate investigatory committees to examine &cphar issue. Its conclusions are not
binding on the courts, but they may notify the adfiof the prosecutor, which evaluates them
according to legal procedure.

4. [Sic] Investigatory committees operate aceuydo the procedures set by law.

Article 78

1. The Assembly makes decisions by a majorityadés, when more than half of its members
are present, except for the cases where the Qdiwtiprovides for a special majority.

2. Meetings of the deputies held without beindecbhccording to the regulations do not have
any effect.

Article 79

1. Meetings of the Assembly are open.

2. At the request of the President of the Repulttie Prime Minister or one fifth of the
deputies, meetings of the Assembly may be closednva majority of its members have voted
for this.

Article 80

1. The Prime Minister and every other member ef @overnment is obligated to answer
interpel lances and questions of the deputies mitiree weeks.

2. A member of the Government has the right te f@t in meetings of the Assembly or of its
committees; he is given the floor whenever he rsigue

CHAPTER IV--T HE L EGISLATIVE PROCESS
Article 81

1. The Government, every deputy and 20,000 vbigre the right to propose laws.

2. The following laws are approved by the majooityll the members of the Assembly:
a) laws for the organization and functioning loé tinstitutions contemplated by the
Constitution;
b) a law on citizenship;
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c) alaw on internal or local elections;

¢) alaw on referenda;

d) codes;

dh) alaw for a state of emergency;

e) alaw on the status of public officials;

€) alaw on amnesty;

f) alaw on administrative separation of the Ruiou

Article 82

1. The proposal of laws, when this is the casall stways be accompanied by a report that
justifies the financial expenses for its impleméota

2. No non-governmental draft law that make necgsee increases of the state budget or
diminishes income may not be approved without kie opinion of the Council of Ministers,
which shall be given within 30 days from the ddtesgeiving the draft law.

3. If the Council of Ministers does not give arsaar within the above term, the draft law
passes for examination according to the procedure.

Article 83

1. Adraft law is voted on three times; in priejparticle for article, and in its entirety.

2. The Assembly may, on the request of the Goventnexamine and approve a draft law with
an expedited procedure within 15 days from the dafgresentation, but not sooner than one
week from the beginning of the procedure of exationa

3. The expedited procedure is not permitted ferekamination of the draft laws contemplated
in Article 81, paragraph 2.

Article 84

1. President of the Republic promulgates the aggardéaw within 20 days.

2. A law is considered promulgated if within 20/slahe President of the Republic does not
exercise the right of veto.

3. A law enters into force with the passage ofles$ than 15 days after its publication in the
Official Journal.

4. In the event of a state of emergency or warerwthe Assembly [sic] decides with an
absolute majority of votes and the President ofRBpublic gives his consent, a law may enter
into force immediately, but only after it is madebpic. The law shall be published in the first
number of the Official Journal.

Article 85
1. The President of the Republic has the riginetiarn a law for re-examination only once.
2. The decree of the President for the reexanoimati a law loses its effect when the majority
of all the members of the Assembly vote against it.

CHAPTER V--THE COUNCIL OF THE ASSEMBLY

Article 86
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1. The Council is part of the Assembly of the Rejguof Albania. It is composed of 25 to 30
members.

2. The Council is elected by the members of theeAwbly at the beginning of the first session.
3. Representation on the Council is done in prapowith the number of seats won in the
Assembly. Parties which pass the minimum conteregblan article 64, paragraph 4, are
represented on the Council by not less then onebmem

Article 87

1. The Council reviews preliminarily:
a) draft laws contemplated in article 81, paralgrapof the Constitution;
b) candidates for the Constitutional Court, Higbu@ and for the representatives
plenipotentiary of the Republic of Albania in othetates and international
organizations;
¢) dissolution of the local government electechosy
2. The Council makes decisions with three-fifthgmembers, within 15 days. In each case
the decision is sent for review to the Assemblyhmit3 days. The Assembly may void the
decision of the Council with three-fifths of its mbers.
3. The Council of the Assembly gives opinions pacific issues, when so requested by the
Assembly.

Variants:
1. The Council reviews draft laws approved by the Assembly which are contemplated by article
81, paragraph 2 of the Constitution.
2. The Council may request within two weeks from the day of receiving the draft law, that it be
debated again in the Assembly.
3. Inthe event that the Council does not disapprove of the approved draft law or does not take
a decision within two weeks from the day of its sending, the draft law is considered finally
approved.
4. With a reasoned decision of the Council, the Assembly is obliged to debate and vote again on
the draft law. A decision of the Council may be over-turned by the Assembly, with a decision by
the majority of all its members.
5. The Council of the Assembly gives opinions on specific issues, when so requested by the
Assembly.

Article 88

The Assembly, upon request of the Council of Menst may delegate legislative competencies
for immediate cases to the Council of the Assembly.

PART IV--T HE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
Article 89
1. The President of the Republic is the Head afeSind represents the unity of the people.

2. Only an Albanian citizen who has been a resiflannot less than the past 10 years in
Albania and who has reached the age of 40 mayeotedl President.
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Article 90

1. A candidate for President is proposed to theeAwbly by a group of not less than 20 of its
members. A member is not permitted to take partiane than one proposing group.

2. The President of the Republic is elected byetemte and without debate by the Assembly
by a majority of three-fifths of all its members.

3. When this majority is not reached in the firsting, a second voting takes place within 7
days from the day of the first voting.

4. When this majority is not reached even in #edad voting, a third voting takes place within
7 days.

5. When there is more than one candidate and ofathem has received the required majority,
within 7 days, a third voting takes place betwe®sn tivo candidates who have received the
greatest number of votes.

6. If even in the fourth voting neither of the teandidates has received the required majority, a
fifth one takes place.

7. If even in the fifth voting neither of the tveandidates has received the required majority,
the Assembly dissolves and within 60 days new geméections take place.

8. The new Assembly elects the President of thmuBl&e by a majority of its members.
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Article 91

1. The President of the Republic is elected fgedrs, with the right of re-election only once.

2. The election of the President is done no ldtan 30 days before the end of the previous
presidential mandate.

3. The President begins in office officially after takes the oath before the Assembly, but not
before the mandate of the President who is leavasgbeen completed. The President swears
as follows:

“I swear that | will obey to the Constitution aladvs of the country, that | will respect
the rights and freedoms of citizens, protect tliependence of the Republic, and | will
serve the general interest and the progress &lbamian People.” “The President may
add: May God help me!”
4. A President who resigns before the end of hémdate may not be a candidate in the
presidential election that takes place after lsgyration.

Article 92

The President of the Republic may not carry out @timer public activity, be a member of a
party or carry out business or professional agtivit

Article 93

1. The President of the Republic is not respoaditi acts [using the word “aktet” and not
“veprimet”] carried out in the exercise of his duty

2. The President of the Republic may be dischafgediillful violations of the Constitution
and the laws. A proposal for the discharge ofRtesident in these cases may be made by not
less than one fourth of the members of the Asseariidyshall be supported by not less than two
thirds of its members.

3. The decision of the Assembly is sent to thedfitutional Court, which, when it verifies the
guilt of the President of the Republic, declaresdischarge from office.

Article 94

1. When the President of the Republic is templgranable to exercise his functions or his
place remains vacant, the Chairman of the Assertdigs his place and exercises his
competencies.

2. If the President cannot exercise his duty forarthan 60 days, the Assembly by two thirds
of its members decides on sending the questiomeaoConstitutional Court, which verifies
conclusively the fact of his incapacity. In cadeverification of incapacity the place of the
President remains vacant. If in such a way theeplaf the President remains vacant, the
election of the new President begins within 10 ghgsn the day of verification of incapacity.

Article 95
The President also exercises these competencies:

a) he sends messages to the Assembly;
b) he exercises the right of pardon accordirthedaw;
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c) he grants Albanian citizenship and permite ibe given up according to the
law;

¢) he gives decorations and titles of honor;

d) accords the highest military rank accordinthtlaw;

dh) on the proposal of the Prime Minister, he capis and withdraws
representatives plenipotentiary of the RepublicAtifania in other states and
international organizations;

e) accepts letters of credential and their wiétal for diplomatic
representatives of other states and internatiogahization accredited to him;
€) upon proposal of the Prime minister, he agpdime Director of the National
Security Department;

f) nominates rectors of universities upon propasfatheir representatives’
councils;

g) he sets the date of the elections for the mbse for the organs of local
power and for the conduct of a referendum.

Article 96

Acts of the President of the Republic are courgeexd from the Prime Minister or the
respective minister.

Article 97

The President of the Republic may not exerciseratbmpetencies besides those recognized
expressly in the Constitution and in laws issuecbimpatibility with it.

PART V--THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
Article 98

1. The Council of Ministers consists of the Prikfi@ister and the ministers.
2. The Council of Ministers exercises every sfatection that is not reserved to other state
organs or to local governance.

Article 99

1. At the beginning of a legislature, as wellrasase of vacancy, the President of the Republic
names as Prime Minister the candidate presentetebgarty or coalition of parties that have
the majority of seats in the Assembly.

2. The Prime Minister, within 10 days from his ajppment, presents for approval to the
Assembly the political program of the Council ofriiters, as well as its composition.

Article 100

1. If the Prime Minister named is not approvead Assembly elects a new Prime Minister
within 15 days from the voting.

2. If the election does not take place within timse period, the Assembly within the next 7
days does a new election of the Prime Minister.
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3. If the one elected receives the votes of a mtyjof all the members of the Assembly, the
President of the Republic shall appoint him witbéven days
4. When this majority is not achieved, the Preside# the Republic dissolves the Assembly
within seven days.

Article 101

The Prime Minister elected according to paragrapbr 2 of article 100 presents to the
Assembly for approval within 10 days the politipabgram of the Council of Ministers together
with its composition.

Article 102

1. A minister is appointed and dismissed by tresident of the Republic, on the proposal of
the Prime Minister, within 7 days.
2. The decree is approved within 10 days by treeAbly.

Article 103

Before taking office, the Prime Minister and mierst swear before the President.
Article 104

The Prime Minister names one of the ministers ¢oatifice of vice prime minister.
Article 105

1. The Prime Minister:
a) represents the Council of Ministers and chineetings;
b) sets and is responsible for the principal dives of general policy;
c) assures the implementation of legislation aolicies approved by the Council of
Ministers;
¢) coordinates and checks the work of the mentddfetrge Council of Minister and other
organs or institutions of the central state adrriai®n;
d) carries out other duties prescribed in the Gioion and the laws.
2. The Prime Minister resolves disagreements lawanisters.
3. Exercising his competencies, the Prime Ministgues orders.
4. The minister, within the principal direction§ averall policy, directs in an independent
manner and under his responsibility the activitgtthe has in his competency. The minister
issues orders and recommendations.

Article 106

1. The Council of Ministers takes decisions on pineposal of the Prime Minister or the
respective minister.

2. Meetings of the Council of Ministers are clased

3. Acts of the Council of Ministers are valid whibey are signed by the Prime Minister and by
the respective minister.

4. The Council of Ministers takes decisions asdés recommendations.
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Article 107

1. Anyone who has the capacity [lit. qualitiesptoa deputy may be appointed a minister.

2. A minister may not exercise any other statection nor be a director or member of the
organs of for-profit companies. [It would be bette say “shogérive tregtare,” that is,
commercial companies].

3. Members of the Council of Ministers enjoy thenunity of the deputy.

Article 108

1. If a motion of confidence presented by the Bridinister is refused by a majority of the
members of the Assembly, the Assembly elects an&tiime Minister within 15 days.

2. When the Assembly does not succeed in eleatimgw Prime Minister, the President of the
Republic dissolves the Assembly.

3. The vote for the motion can not be done ifé¢hdays have not passed from the day it was
presented.

Article 109

1. In case the motion of nonconfidence presentech fone fifth of the members of the
Assembly, is approved by the majority of its mersbeéhe Assembly within 15 days elects
another Prime Minister.

2. When the Assembly cannot elect the new Primeidtéir, the President of the Republic
dissolves the Assembly.

3. The vote for the motion can not be done ifé¢hdays have not passed from the day it was
presented.

Article 110

The Prime Minister and the ministers are obligatestay in office until the appointment of the
new Council of Ministers.

PART VI--L ocAL GOVERNANCE
Article 111

1. The units of local governance are communitrasunicipalities and regions. Other units are
set by law.

2. The units of local governance are set by lawthenbasis of the requirements of mutual
economic interests and historical tradition.

3. Communities and municipalities are the basitswi self governance, which carry on all the
self-governance duties that are not recognizedthir anits of local governance.

4. Competencies of the state administration maydélegated by law to units of local
governance. The expenses that are incurred inxteise of the delegation are paid by the
state.

5. The boundaries of the units of local governaaeeset by law and may not be changed
without the opinion of the population that livesiiem first being received.
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Article 112

1. The representative organs of the basic unitsaal governance are councils that are elected
every three years by general direct elections atids&cret voting.

2. The executive organ of a municipality or comityuis the Chairman, who is elected directly
by the people in the manner contemplated in pgpagtaof this article.

3. Only citizens who have reached the age of IBvam have a permanent residence in the
territory of the respective local entity have tight to be elected to the local councils and as
chairman of the municipality or community.

Article 113

1. The units of local governance are juridicakpes.
2. The rights of self-governance of the unitsoofl governance are protected in court.

3. The units of local governance have an indep#nidedget, which is created in the manner
prescribed by law.

Article 114

1. Self-governance in the local units is exercigedugh their representative organs and local
referenda.

2. Only duties in compliance with law or accordingagreements entered into by them may be
put to the organs of local governance. The exsetisd are connected with the duties put by
law to the organs of local governance are paidhbybtidget of the state.

Article 115

1. The councils of the communities, municipaliéesl regions:
a) regulate and administer in an independent prafotal questions within their
jurisdiction;
b) exercise the rights of ownership, administeamn independent manner the income
created, and also have the right to exercise eciorativity and business;
c) have the right to spend the income that iseswary for the exercise of their
functions;
¢) have the right, in compliance with law, toaddish local taxes as well as their level;
d) establish rules for their organization andcfioning in compatibility with law;
dh) create symbols of local governance as wetia titles of honor;
e) undertake initiatives for local issues betbeeorgans designated by law;
€) have the right to form unions and joint ingidns with one another for the
representation of their interests, to cooperath ioital units of other countries, and also
to be represented in international organizatioriecl lowers.

2. The organs of units of local governance isslesy decisions and orders.

Article 116

1. Aregion is created by the union of severaldasits of local governance on the basis of
traditional, economic and social ties and mutogrests.
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2. The region is the unit in which regional polgre constructed and implemented and where
they are harmonized with state policy.

3. The representative organ of the region is tlegidhal Council, which consists of the
chairmen of the communities and municipalities al as by members elected from the ranks
of the municipal councils in proportion with themioers of their members.

4. The number of representatives of the municimlncils in the regional council is
established in proportion to the seats that théigal subjects represented in the municipal
councils have.

5. The Regional Council elects its executive organ

6. The Regional Council have the right to issuesrand decisions with general obligatory
force for the region.

Article 117

For the implementation of state policy, the presgon of national interests, the respect for law
and public order as well as for the exercise ofiathtnative control, the Council of Ministers
designates a prefect as its representative inregaim.

Article 118

On the proposal of the Prime Minister, the Assenmbdy dissolve a representative organ of a
unit of local governance for serious violationghad Constitution and the laws.

PART VII--J URIDICAL ACTS AND INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS
CHAPTER I--JURIDICAL ACTS
Article 119

1. Juridical acts that are effective in the wtteleitory of the Republic of Albania are:

a) the Constitution;

b) ratified international agreements;

c) the laws;

¢) normative acts of the Council of Ministers.
2. Acts that are issued by the organs of localguoave effective only within the territorial
jurisdiction exercised by these organs.
3. Juridical acts of ministers and other centratiiutions of the state are effective in the whole
territory of the Republic of Albania within the sgle of their jurisdiction.
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Article 120

1. The laws, normative acts of the Council of Miars, ministers, other central state
institutions, receive juridical force only afterethare promulgated and published in the Official
Journal.

2. The promulgation and publication of other ndmmaacts is done according to the manner
provided by law.

3. International agreements that are ratifiedalwy dre promulgated and published according to
the procedures that are contemplated for laws. prbenulgation and publication of other
international agreements is done according to law.

Article 121

1. Regulations [sublegal acts] are issued on dseskof and for implementation of the laws by

the organs provided in the Constitution.

2. A law shall authorize the issuance of regutetjodesignate the competent organ, the
guestions that are to be regulated, as well aspthreiples on the basis of which these

regulations are issued.

3. The organ authorized by law to issue regulat@s specified in point 2 of this article may

not delegate its competency to another organ.

Article 122

1. The rules of the Council of Ministers, of theistries and other central state institutions, as
well as orders of the Prime Minister, of the mieistand heads of other central institutions,
have an internal character and are binding onltheradministrative entities that are under the
organs that issues such acts.

2. These acts are issued on the basis of law aydot serve as the basis for taking decisions
connected with citizens, juridical persons and iotiubjects.

3. The rules and orders are issued on the basasdffor implementation of acts that have

general juridical force.

Article 123
The principles and procedures for the issuanceaad juridical acts are provided by law.
CHAPTER IlI--I NTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS
Article 124

1. The ratification and rejection of internatioagreements by the Republic of Albania is done
by law in cases that have to do with:

a) territory, peace, alliance, political and nallit issues;

b) freedoms, human rights and obligations of eitz as are provided in the

Constitution;

¢) membership of the Republic of Albania in intgfonal organizations;

¢) the undertaking of financial obligations by Republic of Albania;

d) the approval, amendment, supplementing or refpéavs.
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2. The Prime Minister notifies the Assembly whesrethe Council of Ministers is going to
ratify an international agreement that is not iediby law.

3. The principles and procedures for ratifying aefecting international agreements are
provided by law.

Article 125

1. The Republic of Albania on the basis of intdoral agreements delegates to international
organizations state competencies for specific aqurest

2. A law by which an international agreement tdfieal as is provided in the first paragraph of
this article is approved by a majority of the merstaf the Assembly.

3. The Assembly may decide that the ratificatidrsuach an agreement be done through a
national referendum.

Article 126

1. Any international agreement that has beenigdtifonstitutes part of the internal juridical
system after it is published in the Official Jourogthe Republic of Albania. It is implemented
in a direct manner, except for cases when its imetgation depends on the issuance of a law.
The amendment, supplementing and repeal of law®egg by the majority of the members of
the Assembly, aiming at ratifying an internatioagfeement, is done with the same majority.

2. An international agreement that has been edtifiy law has superiority over laws of the
country that are not compatible with it.

3. When it is expressly contemplated in an agreérfa participation in an international
organization ratified by the Republic of Albaniaaththe norms issued by it are directly
applicable, they have superiority over laws ofdbantry in the case of a conflict between them.
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PART VIII--T HE COURTS
Article 127

1. The judicial power is exercised by the High €@s well as by other lower courts that are
created by law.

2. The members of the High Court are elected ley Aksembly, on the proposal of the

President of the Republic.

3. Members of the High Court are elected for 7giedviembers who are re-elected after this
term stay in office until retirement age.

4. Members of the High Court elect from their mr&k Chairman, who stays in office for 5

years, with the right to be re-elected.

Article 128

1. Other judges are named by the President dRémeiblic on the proposal of the High Council
of Justice.

2. The High Council of Justice consists of the i@han of the High Court, the minister of
Justice, 3 members elected by the Assembly, anei@es who are elected by the national
judicial Conference. Elected members stay in effar 5 years, without the right of immediate
re-election.

3. The President of the Republic is the honoramgiinan of the High Council of Justice.
When he takes part, he chairs the meeting.

4. The High Council of Justice elects a vice ¢hain from its ranks. The vice chairman directs
the activity of the High Council of Justice andaatshairs its meetings in the absence of the
President of the Republic.

5. The High Council of Justice decides on disoguly responsibility as well as for transferring
judges according to the law.

6. The transferring of judges may not be doneautftheir consent, except when the needs of
reorganization of the judicial system dictate this.

7. Judges may be removed from office for violaiohthe Constitution or serious violations of
law during the exercise of their functions by decof the President of the Republic on the
proposal of the High Council of Justice. They heéneeright to complain against this decision to
the High Court, which decides by joint colleges.

Article 129

Only citizens with higher juridical education may &lected judges.
Other conditions and procedures of election arbysktw.

Article 130

1. Members of the High Court may be penally protst only with the approval of the
Assembly. They may be discharged by the Assemibigrmby a final judicial decision it is
proven that they have committed a criminal acsgwavided by law.

2. Other judges may be penally prosecuted onli wie approval of the High Council of
Justice.
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Article 131

1. The time a judge stays in office may not batéchnor may his pay and other benefits be
lowered.
2. The retirement age of Members of the High Cand other judges is set by law.

Article 132

1. The High Court has review jurisdiction.

2. For a unification or change of judicial praetithe High Court has the right to withdraw
specific judicial questions for examination in jomt colleges.

3. Decisions given according to point 2 of thische are obligatory for all courts.

Article 133

1. Judicial decisions shall be reasoned.

2. The High Court shall publish its decisions @&H &s the minority opinions.

3. The organs of the state must execute judiei@ikibns. [Lit. are obligated for the
execution of judicial decisions].

4. The courts have their own police at their déspho

Article 134

1. The Assembly decides on the legal procedurguidicial questions as well as for the
specification of punishments, but may not adjudiciself any concrete question.

2. The Assembly may create by law courts for paldr fields, but in no case an extraordinary
court.

Article 135
Being a judge is not compatible with any otherestpolitical or private activity.
Article 136

The courts have a special budget, which they adteininemselves. They propose their budget
according to law.
Article 137

1. Judges are independent and subject only t€dmstitution and the laws. They are obliged
to apply international agreements when this iseropiated by the Constitution or a law.

2. Judges do not apply laws that come into canflith the Constitution. In this case they
suspend the adjudication and send the questidmet@onstitutional Court. Decisions of the
Constitutional Court are obligatory for all courts.

3. Interference in the activity of the courtswe judges entalils liability according to law.

Article 138
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1. Judges give their decisions in the name oRéyaublic.
2. In every case judicial decisions are annoupcidticly.

PART IX--O FFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR
Article 139

1. The office of the prosecutor exercises penadgrution and also represents the accusation in
court in the name of the state. The office of phesecutor also performs other duties set by
law.

2. Prosecutors are organized and function cloieetqudicial system as a centralized organ.

3. In the exercise of their competencies the puises obey only to the law.

Article 140

1. The General Prosecutor is named and dischdrgelde President of the Republic on the
proposal of the Prime Minister.
2. The other prosecutors are named and dischaygiéx® General Prosecutor.

PART X--REFERENDUM
Article 141

1. The people, through 50 thousands citizens wiwyedhe right to vote, have the right to a

referendum for the abrogation of a law, as welleagiest from the President of the Republic to
held a referendum about questions of special impoe.

2. The Assembly upon the proposal of not less trenfifth of the deputies or the Council of

Ministers, can decide that an issue or a draft ¢dwspecial importance be presented for
referendum.

3. The referendum is valid when more than hathefvoters participate in it.

4. Principles and procedures for holding a reféuemare regulated by law.

Article 142

1. Alaw approved by referendum is promulgatethieyPresident of the Republic.

2. Issues related to the territorial integrity the Republic of Albania, limitations of
fundamental human rights and freedoms, budgetstafkeancial obligations of the State,
declaration and abrogation of the state of emeggeteclaration of war and peace, as well as
amnesty, cannot be voted upon in a referendum.

3. A referendum upon the same issue cannot batexpéefore 3 years have passed since it
was held.

Article 143
1. Constitutional Court examines priory the ispuefor a referendum according to paragraphs

1 and 2 of article 141 and of the paragraphs 2Z3apfdarticle 142, for which it decides within 60
days.
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2. The date of the referendum is determined byPifesident of the Republic within 45 days
after the promulgation of the positive decisiontleé Constitutional Court or after the term
within which the Constitutional Court had to be egsed has passed.

PART X|--PuBLIC FINANCES
Article 144

Taxes and other financial obligations as well asicéons in taxes or the exemption of certain
categories of taxpayers from paying taxes are dddy law.

Article 145
The State can borrow money and guarantee finarradits when so authorized by law.
Article 146

1. The budgetary system is composed of the statgdh and local budget.

2. The state budget is created by revenues fraes tand from other financial obligations, as
well as from other revenues from state (or pulgioperty. It includes all state expenses.

3. Local organs define and collect taxes and dihencial obligations based on law.

4. State and local organs are obliged to makdqtitdir revenues and expenses.

Article 147

1. The Prime Minister, on behalf of the Governmprgsents the draft law on the budget in the
autumn session, which cannot close without appgpiin

2. If the draft law is not approved until the begng of the next financial year, the Government
implements the budget of the previous year, umlrtew budget is approved.

3. If the Assembly does not approve the new budgéin three months from the last day of
the previous financial year, the President of tepulic can dissolve the Assembly.

4. Within the first three months after the endhaf previous financial year, the Government is
obligated to present to the Assembly a report atl@itmplementation of the budget and about
the state debt from the previous year.

5. The Assembly takes a final decision after hgnatso listened to the High State Control
report.

Article 148

. During the financial year, the Assembly can enakanges in the budget.
The changes in the budget are made based imedi@rocedures for drafting and approving

N -
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. Expenses foreseen in other laws cannot be éddagclong as these laws are in force.
Article 149

Principles and procedures for drafting the draftidat, as well as for implementing it are
defined by law.
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Article 150

1. The Central State Bank is the Bank of Albaitichas the exclusive right to issue and
circulate the Albanian money, as well as to indéepetly implement monetary policy.

2. The Bank of Albania is headed by its board, e & by the Governor who is elected by the
Assembly for 5 years, upon proposal of the Presioftie Republic.

PART XII--T HE HIGH STATE CONTROL
Article 151

1. The High State Control is the highest insttutof economic and financial control. It is
subject only to the Constitution and laws.

2. The Head of the High State Control is appoirdad dismissed by the Assembly upon
proposal of the President of the Republic. He staysffice for 5 years, with the right of

reelection.

Article 152

The High State Control supervises:
a) the economic activity of state institutionsl ather state juridical persons;
b) the use and preservation of state funds;
c) the use of state funds transferred to lod&geserning organs;
¢) the economic activity of juridical personswhich the state owns more than half of
the quotas or of its shares, or when debt, creditsobligations are guaranteed by the
State.

Article 153
1. The High State Control presents to the Assembly:
a) areport on the implementation of the statigbt
b) its opinion on the Council of Ministers’ rep@bout the expenses of the previous
financial year before it is approved by the Assembl
c) information about the results of controls eime it is asked by the Assembly.
2. The High State Control presents to the Assemlylarly report on its activities.
Article 154
1. The Head of the High State Control may be @wib participate and speak in the meetings
of the Council of Ministers when questions reldteds functions are reviewed.
2. The Head of the High State Control has theistat a deputy.
PART XIll--A RMED FORCES
Article 155

1. The Albanian citizens have the duty to paréitépin the defense of the Republic of Albania,
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as foreseen by law.
2. The citizen, who for religious reasons refusawice with weapons in the armed forces, is
obliged to perform an alternative service, as fegady law.

Article 156

1. Officers on active duty cannot be chosen orinatad for other duties nor participate in a
party or political activity.

2. Members of the armed forces or persons whaperin alternative service enjoy all the
constitutional rights and freedoms, apart caseslelaw provides differently.

3. The freedoms and rights contemplated in astitlg, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 28, 29, 32,
34, 35, 36, 39, 41, 43, 47, 48, 55, 57, 58, cabhadimited.

Article 157

1. The Armed Forces of the Republic of Albania@mposed of the army, navy, and air force.
2. The President of the Republic is the Generah@ander of the Armed Forces.
3. The National Security Council is an advisoryaor of the President of the Republic.

Article 158

1. The President of the Republic in peacetimeases the command of the Armed Forces
through the Prime Minister and Minister of Defense.

2. The President of the Republic in wartime not@aand dismisses the Chief Commander of
the Armed Forces upon proposal of the Prime Ministe

3. The President of the Republic, upon proposahefminister of Defense, nominates and
dismisses the Chief of the General Staff, and tirancanders of the branches of the Armed
Forces.

4. The competencies of the President of the Repudd General Commander of the Armed
Forces, and of the Chief Commander of the Armedditheir dependency from constitutional
organs, are defined by law.

PART XIV--E XTRAORDINARY MEASURES
Article 159

1. Extraordinary measures can be taken due tate sf war, state of emergency, or natural
disaster and exist for as long as these statets exis

2. The principles for actions of public organswadl as the extent of limitations on human
rights and freedoms during the existence of sucdatsbns that require extraordinary measures,
will be set by law.

3. The law should define the principles, the scepel the manner of compensation for losses
caused as a result of the limitation of human sigid freedoms during the period in which
extraordinary measures are taken.

4. Actions taken as a result of extraordinary mess should be in proportion with the risk
level and should aim to establish the conditiomghe normal functioning of the state, as soon
as possible.

5. During the situations that require extraordinaeasures to be taken, none of the following
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acts should be changed: Constitution, the law han dlection of the Assembly and local
government organs, as well as the laws on extraarngimeasures.

6. During the implementation period of extraordynaneasures, there may not be elections for
the Assembly, local government organs, a referendammot be held, and a new President of
the Republic cannot be elected. The electionthitocal government organs can be held only
in those places were the extraordinary measurasoaimplemented.

Article 160

1. In case of armed aggression against the RepobAlbania, the President of the Republic
upon request of the Council of Ministers can decthe state of war.

2. In case of external threat, or when a commofende obligation derives from an
international agreement, the Assembly upon propufséile President of the Republic declares
the state of war, decides the state of generadmiapbmobilization or demobilization.
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Article 161

1. In case of risk for the constitutional orded dar the public security, the President of the

Republic upon request of the Council of Ministeas clecide for a state of emergency in one
part or in the whole state territory which lasts & long as this state continues but not longer
than 60 days.

2. When such a state is decided, the interverdicermed forces can be ordered only when

police forces are not able to restore order.

3. The extension of the term of the state of esrarg can be done only with the consent of the
Assembly, for each 30 days, for a period of timelowoger than 90 days.

Article 162

1. The President of the Republic presents to theembly the decree establishing the state of
war or the state of emergency within 48 hours fitarsigning, by specifying the rights to be
limited.

2. The Assembly, with the majority of its membéa&es into account and immediately decides
on the decree of the President.

Article 163

1. For the prevention or the avoidance of the egnences of natural disasters or technological
accidents, the Council of Ministers can decidesf@eriod not longer than 30 days, on the state
of natural disaster in one part or in the wholattay of the state.

2. The extension of the state of natural disastser be done only with the consent of the
Assembly.

Article 164

1. During the state of war or state of emergeieyrights and freedoms contemplated by
articles: 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 29, 30, 21,334, 41, 42, 47, 54, 55, cannot be limited.

2. During the state of natural disaster the rigimd freedoms contemplated by articles: 37, 38,
48/3 and 4, 49, 51 can be limited.

3. The acts for declaring the state of emergehowuld specify the rights and freedoms which
are limited according to paragraphs 1 and 2 ofdttisle.

Article 165
When the Assembly cannot be assembled during &ite st war, the President of the Republic,
upon proposal of the Council of Ministers, hasripbt to issue acts which have the force of the
law, which have to be approved by the Assemblysifiiist meeting.
PART XV--CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

Article 166

The Constitutional Court si the organ that guaesitespect for the Constitution and makes
final interpretations of it.
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Article 167

1. Constitutional Court is composed of 9 judgesctvtare elected from the Assembly upon
proposal of the President of the Republic.

Variant of paragraph 1.

Congtitutional Court is composed of 9 judges from which 3 members are elected by the
Assembly, 3 by the President of the Republic and 3 by the National Judicial Conference.

2. Judges are elected for 9 years without the tigtbe reelected, among lawyers with high
qualification and with work experience not lesthié years in the profession.

3. The composition of the Constitutional Courtremewed every 3 years in one third of it
according to the procedure determined by law.

4. Judges elect among themselves the chief fouraykar period with the right of reelection.

5. The judge of the Constitutional Court continhissduty until the election of his successor.

Article 168

1. The judge of the Constitutional Court cannojpbaally prosecuted without the consent of
the Assembly (Constitutional Court). In case dfisal, the penal prosecution is quashed once
and for all.

2. The judge of the Constitutional Court can besied only if caught in the commission of a
crime or immediately after its commission. The petent organ immediately notifies the
Speaker of the Assembly (Chief of the ConstitutioBaurt). When the Speaker of the
Assembly (Court) does not give his consent withrhaurs to send to court the arrested judge,
the competent organ is obliged to release him. e (Aksembly in its first meeting decides
finally to allow or refuse the penal prosecution).

3. The Assembly (Court) in cases of points 1 amd this article decides with the majority of
all members.

Article 169

1. The mandate of the judge ends:

a) when sentenced with a final decision for cogsion of a crime;

b) when he does not show up for duty for more ttamonths;

c) when he has reached the retirement age;

¢) when he is declared incapable to act witimal fudicial decision.
2. If the seat of the judge is vacant, the Assgmiglon proposal of the President of the
Republic elects a new judge, who remains on duty tie mandate of the dismissed judge
ends.
Variant of paragraph 2:
If the seat of the judge is vacant, the respective proposing organ elects a new judge, who
remainsin duty until the mandate of the dismissed judge ends.

Article 170

The judge of the Constitutional Court starts théy dafter he makes an oath in front of the
President of the Republic.
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Article 171

Being a judge is incompatible with any other stptditical or private activity.
Article 172

The Constitutional Court decides on:
a) compatibility of the law with the Constitutiaor with international agreements as
provided in article 121/2;
b) compatibility of international agreements withe Constitution, prior to their
ratification;
c) compatibility of acts of the central organshwihe Constitution, with international
agreements and laws;
¢) disagreements of competencies between powersweall as between central
government and local governance;
d) constitutionality of the parties and other ficdl organizations as well as their
activity;
dh) dismissal from duty of the President of thepltdic and verification of the
impossibility for him to exercise his functions;
e) issues related with the verification of thecete and of the electability and
incompatibility in exercising the functions of tieesident of the Republic and of the
deputies;
) constitutionality of the referendum and veation of its results;
f) final solution of the complaints of individualier the violation of their constitutional
rights.

Article 173

1. The Constitutional Court decisions have geneldigatory power and are final. The
Constitutional Court in no case may replace thepmiancy of other state organs.

2. The Constitutional Court decisions enter ircéothe day of the publishing of the Official
Gazette. Constitutional Court can decide thatatveor the other juridical act is to be abrogated
on another date. The minority opinions are publistogether with the decision.

Article 174

1. Acceptance of complaints for judgement is datiffom a number of judges as determined
by law.
2. The Constitutional Court decides with the migjaf all its members.

Article 175

1. The Constitutional Court is put into motionyah the request of:
a) the President of the Republic;
b) Prime Minister;
c) a group of not less than 10 (5) deputies;
¢) the Chief of High State Control;
d) every court;



-4(0 -

dh) People’s Advocate;

e) organs of the local governance;

€) organs of religious communities;

f) political parties and other organizations;

) individuals.
2. Those provided for in subparagraphs ‘dh’, ‘@’, ‘f’, and ‘g’ of paragraph 1 can make a
request only for issues related with their activity

PART XVI--R EVIEW OF THE CONSTITUTION
Article 176

1. Initiative for review of the Constitution mag lindertaken by not less than one fifth of the
members of the Assembly.

2. No review of the Constitution may be undertaklening the time when the extraordinary
measures are taken.

3. The draft law for review of the Constitutionvsted upon three times. The time period
between two votes should not be shorter than 36. day

4. The draft law is approved by not less then thials of all members of the Assembly.

5. The draft law for review of Constitution enténgo force after ratification by referendum,
which takes place not later than 60 days from #yedd its approval by the Assembly.

6. The President of the Republic does not haveighé to return for review the law approved
by the Assembly for review of the Constitution.

7. The law approved by referendum is declaredhbyPresident of the Republic and enters into
force on the date foreseen in the law.

8. Review of the Constitution for the same issa@not be done before a year from the day of
the rejection of the draft law by the Assembly #mee years from the day of its rejection by the
referendum.

PART XVII--T RANSITORILY AND FINAL DISPOSITIONS
Article 177

1. Laws and other normative acts approved befaredate this Constitution enters into force,
will be applied only when and to the extend they@mtradictory to it.

2. The Council of Ministers, within 12 months frahe day the Constitution enters into force,
presents to the Assembly draft laws necessaryHanging the legislation in force as well as
applying the Constitution.

Article 178

1. The mandate of the constitutional bodies andpleeelected or appointed before the
Constitution enters into force, ends in the timeqgaeforeseen in the provisions that were in
force during their election or appointment.

2. Decisions of the Constitutional Court, givemgameling the compatibility of laws with
constitutional provisions issued before this Cauastin enters into force, will be considered
final only after the Court reissues it's opiniopon a request by respective subjects, within 12
months from the date the Constitution enters iotod.
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3. The rights gained by individuals remain untaeth
Article 179

1. International agreements ratified by the Repulifi Albania before the Constitution enters
into force are considered ratified according te thonstitution.

2. The Council of Ministers, within 12 months bgtdate the Constitution enters into force,
presents to the Assembly the international agretsmeshich include provisions that are
contrary to the Constitution.

Article 180
Assembly, within from the date this Caastin enters into force should issue laws
necessary for the final (just) resolution of diffier issues related to expropriations and
confiscations done before

Article 181

Law No. 7491 dated 29.04.1991 “For Main Constitudio Provisions” as well as other
constitutional laws are abrogated the day this @aftisn enters into force.
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APPENDIX |

THE COUNCIL OF THE ASSEMBLY
(The last version)

Article 86

The Council of the Assembly shall be compose2bainembers elected by and amongst
the members of the Assembly at the beginning ofirig$ session, as well as of the
chairmen of regions.

The Deputies members of the Council are eleptegortionally on the basis of the

number of seats won by the parties in the Assenitayties, which have surpassed the
threshold provided for in article 64, paragraphsdall be represented in the Council
with no less than one member.

The Council shall, in the exercise of its powanevided for in article 87, act as a body
separated from the Assembly.

The Chairmen of the regions shall enjoy the imity of deputies.

Article 87

The Council of Assembly:

a)

b)

shall consider the approved bills provided for article 81, paragraph 2, of the
Constitution;

shall give for the nominees to the office of nbems of the Constitutional Court,
members of the Supreme Court (Court of Cassatamyyell as for the plenipotentiary
representatives of the Republic of Albania in foreiStates and in international
organisations.

shall decide for the dissolution or removalha elected bodies of the local government.

Article 88
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In cases contemplated in articles 87, the Cbshell decide with the majority of all its
members within 30 days.

The council shall function according to its suladopted by the majority of all its
members.

Article 89

If the Council decides to return a bill, the &sdbly must reconsider it. The Assembly
may override the decision of the Council with thajonity of all its members.

If the Council has not expressed itself withia term provided for in Article 88, the bill
shall be considered finally approved.

Article 90

In urgent cases, the Assembly may, on its owrative or on the request of the Council
of Ministers, delegate to the Council of the Assridygislative powers.

The acts of the Council must be approved in ribarest coming meeting of the
Assembly.
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APPENDIX Il

PJESA IX

OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR
(Second version)

Article 140

The General Prosecutor is named and dischasgée iPresident of the Republic on the
proposal of the Prime Minister.

The Council of the Prosecutor Office shall make appointment, removal and
disciplinary measures on the proposal of the GéReasecutor.

The Council of the Prosecutor Office shall benposed of Minister of Justice, who
presides, General Prosecutor, two members elegteiebAssembly and 5 members
elected by national conference of the prosecutors fears.



