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Based on Article 6 and 81, paragraph 1 and 2, lar88, paragraph 1 of the Constitution
of Albania and upon the proposal of a group of merslof the Assembly
THE ASSEMBLY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

DECIDED:

Chapter |

General Provisions
Articlel
Aim of the Law
1. This Law provides rules on the organisation andfionming of the Constitutional
Court, status of its members, presentation andcewewf the applications, principles and
regulations of constitutional adjudication, deaistaking and their execution.
2. Regarding the cases which procedures are not md\wy this law, the Constitutional
Court respects legal provisions, which regulateofgirocedures, taking into consideration
the legal nature of the case.
Article 2

Functioning of the Constitutional Court

The Constitutional Court is the highest authontfich guarantees the respecting of the
Constitution and provides its final interpretation.

Article3

Independence of the Constitutional Court
1. The Constitutional Court is dependent only on tleasTitution.
2. The Constitutional Court enjoys complete orgatimsal, administrational and
financial independence in fulfilling the tasks pidrd by the Constitution and this
Law.

Article4

L ocation of the Constitutional Court

The Constitutional court is located in Tirana, tlapital city of the Republic of Albania.



Article5
Symbolsused at the Constitutional Court

1. The logo of the Republic, the National flag andeawof the cover of the
Constitution of Albania are placed at the courtraainthe Constitutional Court.

2. During plenary sessions, the judge of the Constital Court wears a special robe
as defined by the Court, itself.

Article 6

Financial means

1. The Constitutional court administers its owuldpet, which as part of the state
budget is drafted by the Court and presented fgreyal to the Assembly of the
Republic of Albania.

2. Any other income not prohibited by law is includ&dhe financial means.

3. The High State Audit does the audit of the Gautgdnal Court.

Chapter |1
Organisation of the Constitutional Court
Article7
Composition of the Constitutional Court

1. The Constitutional Court is composed of 9 (nimembers, who are appointed
by the President of the Republic upon the conskttiteoAssembly.

2. The judges are appointed for a tenure of 9 jnyears, without the right of
Reappointment and are selected from the ranks oh Hjualified jurists with
professional experience of no less than 15 years.

3. The composition of the Constitutional Court enewed to its 1\3 every
threeyears respecting the procedure provided snLimv.

4. The President of the Constitutional Court is m@ted from the ranks of its
members by the President of the Republic upon dheent of the Assembly for tenure of
3 (three) years enjoying the right of reappointmeititin the tenure of the judge.



Article 8
Start of tenure

1. The tenure of the judge of the Constitutionali€starts after his\her
swearing in to the President of the Republic ofahlia.

2. The oath wording i$1 solemnly swear to be always loyal to the Constitution
of the Republic of Albania in fulfilling my duties”.

3. The tenure of the judge of the Constitutionalrestarts on the day of his\her
swearing in and terminates on the same date ohtbath, unless otherwise provided
by the Constitution.

3. The judge of the Constitutional Court sits in hés\Beat until the appointment of
his\her successor.

Article9
Termination of tenure
1. The tenure of the judge of the Constitutionalrtterminates when:

a. sentenced by a final decision for a committeuer

b. is absent for more than 6 (six) months withawt @stification,
c. reaches the age of 70 years old,

d. offers his\her resignation,

e. afinal judicial decision declares him\her irahle to act.

3. Termination of tenure of the judge is declared bygision of the Constitutional
Court. The application to declare the terminatibrienure of a judge is presented by
the President of the Constitutional Court.

4. In case of vacancy seats, the President of thellRemppoints a new judge

upon the consent of the Assembly within one montte newly appointed judge seats
until the termination of the tenure of the judgéshe sits instead.

Article10
Conduct of Constitutional Court
The activity of the Constitutional Court is orgagdsand lead by the President of the court

and in his\her absence by any judge He\She asgignsless when this Law provides it
to the power of the meeting of the judges.



Article11

Power s of the President of the Court

1.

2.

2.

4.

Prepares, convenes and leads the plenary ses$itires@onstitutional Court,
Represents the Court to the relations with thadies,
Coordinates the work among the judges,

Signs the acts of the Constitutional Court, ektiee decisions of the court,

which are signed by all judges,

5.

Nominates and dismisses the administrative ataffissues disciplinary

measures to it.

Article 12

Power s of the meeting of judges

1.

Specifies the main directions of the expenses dfjbtary means,

2. Convenes on hearing sessions every 6 (six) manttihe budgetary expenses
reports,

3. Decides on the organisational structure of the @omisnal Court,

4. Decides on the number of staff and respectitredyr salaries,

5. Approves the Internal rules on the activity leé administration of the
Constitutional Court.

Article 13

Civil servant

1. The General Secretary is most senior civil seraaiite Constitutional Court.

2. Other respective necessary services in theitumiog of the Constitutional
Court are under the care of other staff and empglsye

3. General Secretary is appointed by the meetinigeofudges of the
Constitutional Court and is selected from the ranksprofessionally experienced
jurists.

4. General Secretary manages the administrative gctifithe Constitutional Court,
under the authority of its President.



5. The rights and duties of the General Secretaryotimer employees of the services
under the Court are provided by this Law and theriral Rules.

6. The administration staff of the Constitutional Qasrsubject to regulations of

civil service and are financially treated the saasethe administrative staff of the
Assembly of the Republic of Albania.

Article 14

Order guarantee

1. The Constitutional Court enjoys the right ofipelforces under its service to
keep order and secure protection of the Court.

2. Number and duties of these police forces arecappl by the Ministry of
Public Order upon the proposal of the Presidethh®i{Constitutional Court.

Chapter 11

Status of the judge of the Constitutional Court

Article 15

I mmunity

1. Judges of the Constitutional Court enjoy immydite to their seat. Judges of
the Constitutional Court are not legally resporesilidr their opinions or voting
provided for the case under review.

2. The judge of the Constitutional Court cannoirtvestigated without the
consent of the Constitutional Court. The judge led Constitutional Court may be
detained or arrested only if caught in the actarhmitting the crime or immediately
after it. The respective organ provides immediatéfination to the Constitutional
Court. The respective organ releases the judgessintee Constitutional Court
provides its consent to present the case to anamdcourt within 24 hours.

3. The decision of the Constitutional Court, whiglaken on the majority of
votes should be reasoned. The said judge, aftagliegard of, does not participate in
the voting.

Article 16

Remuner ation

1. The remuneration of the judge of the ConstindldCourt is equal to the

remuneration of the President of the High Court.



2. The remuneration of the President of the Constitizti Court is 20% higher than
the remuneration of the judge of the Constitutidbaiirt.

3. The remuneration and other benefits of theguofghe Constitutional Court
may not be decreased or touched upon.

Article 17
Other rights of the judge of the Constitutional Court
1. Judges of the Constitutional Court should:

a. have special individual, family and propertytpotion, when thus
requested under serious circumstances or so isidesaed necessary.
Respective organs in charge of protection of sgméosonalities are obliged to
respond to such a request.

b. enjoy the right of annual paid holidays of 4@slal he annual holidays
are during August - September.

c. enjoy equal rights with members of the Assenablplbania as
provided in Article 16, point 1, 19, 20, 23, 25 a?@ of Law Nr. 8550, date
18\11\1999 "On the Status of the deputy".

3. The tenure of the judge of the Constitutional Conaly not be limited, unless
thus provided in the constitution and this Law.

4. After normal termination of the tenure, unlessrdssed through the

procedures provided in the Law, the judge of theslitutional Court is appointed to
another job equal or similar and providing the resmation of the judge of the
Constitutional Court until his\her retirement.

Article 18
Protocol relations

1. The President of the Constitutional Court and tireiojudges enjoy special
protocol status.

2. Inregard to protocol relations, the Presidenhef€onstitutional Court comes
right after the Prime Minister and the judges a$ Bourt are equal with the minister
in protocol treatment.

3. Judges of this Court may be members of officiaédations, ceremonies,
receptions and different activities of culturalcisd and sport character in conformity
with the protocol provided in this Article.



Chapter 1V

Principles of constitutional adjudication
Article19
Discussion in Panel

Cases at the Constitutional Court are collegiaigcalssed. The decision is taken by the
judges present at the session the said case hasliseassed.

Article 20

Public hearing
1. Cases are heard at the Constitutional Court at plegrary sessions.
2. The Constitutional Court may void from the paldession the whole or part of the
public, when public moral, public order, nationatsrity and the right of private life
or personal right is in discussion.

Article21

The use of Albanian language

1. Albanian language is used in presenting and hedhnmgase.

2. Parties in the dispute, who do not speak Albamay use their mother
tongue. The entire hearing is translated througimi@npreter provided by the Court.

Article 22
Oral Hearing

The case is orally presented at the plenary sessrotinrough the respective documents
according to the nature of the case.

Article 23
Defense at the Constitutional adjudication

Parties at the constitutional adjudication may kaf slefended or through the
representative as is the case provided by this Law.



Article 24
Impartiality at the constitution adjudication

1. Judges of the Constitutional Court are impartiadistussing the cases and are
subject only to the Constitution and laws whilereisng their duty.

2. The judge of the Constitutional Court acts unkisther own person and does not

represent any state organ or social organisatiolitigal party or association, ethnic or

social grouping.

Article 25

Publication of final decision
1. Decisions of the Constitutional Court are finaleytare published at the Official
Gazette and enter into force on the day of thelnlipation. The Court may decide to
have its decision enforced on the day of its proel@on when decision concerns the
protection of constitutional rights of the person.
2. The organ, which publishes the Official GazetteliBged to publish the decisions
of the Constitutional Court no later than 15 dafgerahe decision is presented at said
organ.

3. The Constitutional Court prepares annual sumrmgitg decisions.

Chapter V
Presentation and preliminary discussion of the application
Article 26
Registration of the application

1. The application addressed to the ConstitutiQuairt is registered at the special
registrar found at the head Secretary of the Comtistnal Court.

2. The application is presented to the Presidentefdbnstitutional Court, who
assigns one of the judges to relate the applicétiopreliminary review.

Article 27
The content of the application
1. The application is presented to the Constitati@@ourt in written

form, in Albanian language, in clear and understagndanguage, in as many
copies as there are parties involved and shoulddec
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a. the court to which the application is presented,

b. name, surname (denomination), residence or phddéving oft the
applicant,

c. name, surname (denomination), residence or pialoéng of
the entities interested in the case,

d. object of the application
e. the content of the application and presentatioreasons,

f. evidence of documents and other facts, whiclo@pany the
application,

g. signature of the applicant or his\her represamta
2. The application is notified to the involved pest
Article 28
Documents attached to the application

1. Depending on the case, the following documemtsilsl be attached to the
application:

a. act of representation, in case the applicaiggresented through the
representative,

b. copies of the act, which is the subject of theliaation,

c. original documents or their notarised copies athér written evidence related
to the case in discussion,

3. Copies of the act, document and written evidenegagsented in as man copies
as there are parties interested in the case, sththaare notified upon.

Article 29
Term of presentation of application

1. The legal provisions provide the terms of présgrthe application to the
Constitutional Court.

2. The application of persons regarding the viotatf constitutional right are to

be presented no later than 6 (six) months fronmethéence of the violation. If the law
provides that the applicant may be addressed tthanorgan, he\she may present the
application to the Constitutional Court after usialj the other juridical means in
protection of such rights. Under such a case,dima bf presentation of the application
is 6 (six) months from the date of announcing tleeiglon of the respective state
organ.
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Article 30
Preliminary discussion of the application

1. The application is preliminary discussed atagbaomposed of 3 (three)
judges of the Constitutional Court, including theavho relates the case.

2. In case the application, although within the petences of the Constitutional
Court and submitted by a legitimate entity is nmnhplete, the panel delivers it back to
the applicant for completion notifying the reasowéien the application is presented
for a second time and complete, it is preliminaigcdssed at the panel. The
incomplete application is not taken into considerat

3. When the application is presented by a legitneatity and it is within the

powers of the Constitutional Court, the panel desido present it to the hearing
session. If the application is not under the powarshe Constitutional Court, the

panel decides to reject the application from tharimg session. In any case, if either
of the judges of the panel presents a descendiingoop the application is to be

presented to the preliminary meeting of all thegesl which then, on majority of

votes decides to accept or reject the applicatiom the hearing session.

4. Regarding all the above mentioned cases, thel pameeting of the judges
does not review the core solution of the case.

5. Complains, requests or any other correspondeviteh does not include

elements of the application as provided by Art2teof this Law are treated through
the administrative way.

Chapter VI
Functioning of the Constitutional Court
Article31
Review at the Plenary Session
1. The Constitutional Court reviews the applicationplanary session.

2. The plenary session is attended by all the jsdde¢he Constitutional Court,
but in no case by less than 2/3 of the members.

Article 32
Summoning & Conduct of the Plenary Session

1. The plenary session of the Constitutional Causummoned and conduct by
the President of the Constitutional Court.
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2. The plenary session may be summoned and comdoigtene judge upon the
consent of the President of the Constitutional €our

Article 33

Therights of the judge during the constitutional adjudication
1. The judge of the Constitutional Court enjoystigat to:

a. participate at the discussion of every applicatunless otherwise
prohibited by the law,

b. be get introduced with the content of the ajgpion and all the
relevant materials of the case,

c. ask questions and receive explanations by theganvolved in the
case and the experts or withesses during the lgesession,

d. participate at the final discussion and exphés®pinion freely on the
final solution of the case at hand.

Article 34
Duties of the judge during the constitutional adjudication
The judge of the Constitutional Court should:

1. prepare the case for adjudication and take theeotise measures for the
proceedings of the plenary session,

2. cast his/her vote for the solution of the case,

3. keep the confidentiality of the discussions aoiihg process.
Article 35
Withdrawal from the process

1. The judge of the Constitutional Court is obligedvithdraw from adjudication
of a concrete case when:

a. has participated in drafting the act subject tadidjation,

b. the impartiality of the judge is suspicious doidamily or other
relations with either of the parties involved,

c. there is evidence for serious impartiality.

2. The withdrawal is approved by the President ofGbestitutional Court, unless
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the case is at the hearing session. The case delaring session, the withdrawal
is decided upon through the majority of votes @f jldges present.
Article 36
Discard of thejudge
2. In case when under the provisions of ArticletB4,judge does not
withdraw from reviewing the case, the involved Emtenjoy the right to request
his/her discard at any stage of the hearing session
3. The discard of the judge is decided by the majwitie of the judges present at
the hearing session. The judge, whose discardjisested, after being heard, does not
participate at the voting. In case of mean vote jtlilge is considered discard.
Article 37

Announcement and participation at the plenary session

1. Time and date of the plenary session should bewaruea to the applicant and the
interested parties or their representatives.

2. The chief-secretary delivers the announcemeniat [E) (ten) days ahead of the
date of the opening of the plenary hearing session.

3. The announcement is delivered through official ficztion, mail delivery or in
urgent cases through telegram or Fax handed tmvoésed parties or adult members
of the family. If the residence of either partigstlae constitutional process is not
known or he/she is temporarily abroad, the nofiiica is announced at the
Constitutional Court and delivered at least 1 (omenth ahead of the date of the
opening plenary hearing session.

4. The plenary hearing session is attended by tlgatits or the respective
representatives, the interested entity and witgsxperts, when needed.

5. Lack of announcement of the date of the plenaryihgaession is a justification
to postpone the plenary session and announceaitdther date and thus notifying the
respective parties.
6. When the applicant, its representative or the @éstierd entity, despite the
announcement is not present at the plenary heagsgion upon no legal reason, the
plenary hearing session is convened in his/hemalese

Article 38

Participants at the constitutional adjudication

1. Participants of the constitutional adjudicatawa:

a. The entity presented the application or theaetbge representative,
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b. Entities against which the application is comgibr which have direct interest
in the case under adjudication,

b. The entity, which has issued the act,

d. State organs in dispute on under whose poweradhis.
3. In case state organs are parties at the constialtamljudication, they are
represented by their respective leaders or, at @igsence by formally authorised
persons.
4. The involved parties at the constitutional adjutiamamay be represented by
defence lawyers, provided with the respective pmcar thus assigned upon a

declaration at the plenary hearing session.

5. National Chamber of Defence Lawyers issued theaese list of names of the
lawyers who may defend cases at the ConstitutiGoalt.

Article 39

Summon of the expert
1. The Constitutional Court may summon special peesoan expert if he\she has
special knowledge in a certain field of sciencehteque or art, who will scientifically
explain the evidence related to the case and € ihwequested by the parties involved

or ex-officio by the Court, itself.

2. The expert provides his\her explanations in writtaut he\she may be heard
during the hearing session, as well.

Article 40
Summon of the witness
When needed to explain the evidence related wéltése under hearing, upon the request
of the parties involved and\or ex-officio by therGatutional Court, the court summons
persons as witnesses during the hearing plenasjosss
Article4l
Request of documents
1. When considered necessary, upon the request phities involved oex-officio,
the Constitutional Court may request documentsclvhare related with the case under

hearing.

2. The respective requested documents are adminisderaty the hearing plenary
session.
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Article 42

Proceedings of the plenary session

The hearing of the case during the plenary sessgpects the following rules:
1. The session is declared open by the presider,
2. The presence of participants is verified,
2. The legitimacy of the parties, or their represemestis verified,

4. The parties are asked to present any prelimirgyests if any and the court
accordingly decides on them,

6. The judge in charge of the case reads the applicati

5. The involved parties are invited to presentrtheds and against starting from the
entity that has presented the application,

7. The involved parties provide their respective erptéons or provide explanations
to the questions asked by the judges,

8. The respective evidence is administered and tha@vad parties are invited to
comment on their content,

8. The involved parties are invited to pose thimialfrequests,

9. The presider of the session declares the clositigeoplenary hearing session and
the court withdraws for decision taking.

Article 43
Reopening of the hearing session

1. The plenary hearing session, after being decldres®d, may be reopened if its
additional explanations are of particular imporete the case under review.

2. The decision to reopen the hearing session is tagen the majority of votes of the
judges present at the hearing session.

3. The decision to reopen the hearing sessionmisuarted to the involved parties,

which enjoy the right to participate at the hearsegsion and take the floor to provide any
explanations to their interest, if so they consiter

Article 44

Theright for suspension

1. The Constitutional Court, ex-officio or if requedtiey either of the parties, when it
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considers that the implementation of the law omleact may consequently effect the
state, social or individual interests, upon theiglen of the meeting of the judges or at the
plenary hearing session decides upon the suspeositre respective law or legal act.
The suspension lasts until the final decision ef@onstitutional Court is enforced.

2. The decision of suspension is announced to theecéigp entity, which has issued the
law\legal act and it is made public, as well.

3. The Constitutional Court may withdraw the suspemsibany stage of the review
upon a decision of the hearing plenary session.

4. The Constitutional Court should take a stand orctirinuation or termination of the
suspension at the final decision.

Article 45
Minutes of the plenary hearing session

Minutes are kept during the plenary hearing seseiothe Constitutional Court and the
presider and secretary of the session sign acaydin

Article 46
Terms of reviewing the case

1. The terms of reviewing the case are within the ctbpé the application and the
reasons provided through it.

2. Exclusively, the Constitutional Court decides ity @ase when there is a link between
the object of the application and the other normeadicts.

Chapter VII
Special Procedures

Procedures on the compatibility of the law and other normative acts with the
Constitution and I nternational Agreements

Article 48

1. To review the compatibility of the law or other native acts with the Constitution or
the International Agreements, the Constitutionaui€as put into motion through an
application of the President of the Republic, tmenB-minister, no less than 1\5 of the
deputies of the Assembly, Chairman of the HigheStaidit.

2. Such a right falls, when explained that the caseems their interests on the People’s
Advocate, local authorities, religious institutiopslitical parties and other organization.
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Article 49
The application to review the compatibility of tkev or other normative acts with the

Constitution or the International Agreements maylhesented within 3 (three) years after
they have been enforced.

Article 50

In reviewing the applications provided by Article#8 and 49 of this Law, the
Constitutional Court considers:

1. the content of the law and normative acts,
2. the form of the law and normative acts,

3. the procedure of their approval, proclamatioth @anforcement.

Procedures on the compatibility of the I nternational Agreements
with the Constitution

Article51

1. The Constitutional Court considers the compatipilit the International Agreement
with the Constitution before they are rectified.

2. The Constitutional Court is put into motion to cioies such cases only after an
application is presented on behalf of entities red in Article 134, letter a, b, c, ¢ and
entities provided by paragraph dh, e, &, f of tlagsiitution and when the case concerns
their interests.

3. The ratification procedures of the agreement aspesaded when the case is at the
plenary hearing session. The review should conclidkin 1 (one) month from the
presentation of the application.

4. When the Constitutional Court decides on the incatibgity of the International
Agreement with the Constitution, the agreement otibe ratified.

Article 52

1. The Council of Ministers is the only entity, whiotay represent an application on
International Agreements, which are incompatibiitigh the Constitution and are ratified
before the enforcement of the Constitution

2. In case the International Agreement ratified by laeludes provisions which are
incompatibility with the Constitution, the Constitanal Court decides on the abrogation
of the act of its ratification.
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Procedures related with the conflict on powers
Article 53

1. Regarding the conflicts on competences betweepdhers and between the central
and local authorities and when the disputes diremtihcern the implementation of their
activity, the Constitutional Court treats the caseirtue of Article 131, letter ‘¢’ of the
Constitution.

2. The Constitutional Court reviews such conflicts whespective entities consider

under their power to decide on a concrete caseaanihe case may be have issued acts for
its procedures, or when the entities have not demsd under their power to decide on
certain cases.

3. The application is presented to the Constituti@alirt by the entity in conflict or the
entities directly effected by the conflict.

4. Any kind of legal or normative act, action or passstand of the power organs or

local authorities when leading to disputes on cdemees between them compose the
basis to commence the review of such cases.

Article54

The application to review such disputes should Ww@rstted within 6 (six) months from
the time the conflict started.

Article55

1. The Constitutional Court decides which is the comapeorgan to solve the concrete
case the dispute has resulted from.

2. When the solution of the constitutional disputeeiaited with legal or normative acts
issued by the respective organs, parties in timflich the Constitutional Court reviews
the constitutionality or legality of the act in erdo solve the dispute.

Proceduresto review the constitutionality of political parties
and political organisations

Article 56

1. To review the constitutionality of political parsi@nd organisations, as well as their
activity, the Constitutional Court is put into naiti through the application of the
President of the Republic, Prime Minister or nosléksan 1\5 of the deputies of the
Assembly.

2. The applications may be presented to the Catistiial Court at any time.

Article57

The Constitutional Court reviews and decides:
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1. whether the political party or organisation is fded in accordance with the
constitutional provisions,

2. whether the activity of the political party organisation is in conformity with the
Constitution.

Article 58

When the Constitutional Court considers that therample evidence that the further
activity of a political party or organisation vités the constitutional order or state and
public interests, as the case may be, the court aEpecial decision of the meeting of the
judges or through the plenary session may decidaspend the activity of the political
party or organisation until it will provide the &ihdecision.

Article 59

1. When the Constitutional Court concludes that thanfbing of a political party or
organisation violates the Constitution, it decidaghe abrogation of the foundation act.

2. When the Constitutional Court concludes that theviag of a political party or
organisation is in violation with the Constitutiaine court decides as the case may be,
either to cancel the activity or orders the writof§(deregistration).

Procedures of dismissal of the President of the Republic
and confirmation of incapability of exercising his powers.

Article 60

1. The Assembly of Albania, which after deciding oe thismissal of the President of
the Republic puts into motion the Constitutionalu@p which declares the respective
dismissal.

2. The decision of the Assembly of Albania should i@ an interpretation of the
serious violation of the Constitution or of theisas crime accompanied by respective
evidence.

3. The Constitutional Court forwards a copy of theisien of the Assembly and
respective evidence to the President of the Repubino enjoys the right to present in
written his respective explanations, as He woulusater necessary.

Article 61

1. The Constitutional Court decides to review the cagglenary hearing session upon
the majority votes of its members.

2. The President of the Republic, or His represeraagtivjoys the right to participate at
the plenary hearing session.



-20 -

Article 62

1. When the Constitutional Court concludes that tresident of the Republic has
seriously violated the Constitution or committedserious crime, it proclaims His
dismissal from all powers. Otherwise, the Constnal Court abrogates the decision of
the Assembly of Albania.

2. Regulations provided in Article 60, point 1, 2,18 anplemented in the case of final
confirmation of the incapability of exercising dfiet powers by the President of the
Republic. Under such a situation, the Constitutidbaurt decides on the verification of
the incapability in exercising the powers or abtegahe decision act of the Assembly of
Albania when found unjustifiable.

Eligibility and incompatibility in exercising
the powers of the President of the Republic

Article 63

1. On cases regarding the eligibility of the Presidd#rthe Republic and the
incompatibility in exercising His powers, the Cangtonal Court is put into motion
through the application of no less than 1\5 ofrttembers of the Assembly of Albania or
political parties.

2. Regarding the eligibility, the Constitutional Codscides to abrogate the decision of
the Assembly of Albania or rejects the application.

3. Regarding the incompatibility in exercising the s the Constitutional Court either
decides the proclamation of incompatibility in esising the powers by the President of
the Republic or rejects the application.

Article64

When the President of the Republic presents Higgmaton while the case for his
dismissal is under hearing session, or his termiterminated, the Constitutional Court
cancels further procedures. The Constitutional Ceommences the procedure if so
requested by the Assembly of Albania or the Presjdemself.

Procedures to review the eligibility and incompatibility
of the members of the Assembly

Article 65

1. To Review the eligibility of the members (deputie§the Assembly of Albania, the
Constitutional Court is put into motion through tlespective application of the President
of the Republic or the Assembly of Albania.

2. The Constitutional Court verifies the eligibility the deputies upon the application of
the political party, or independent candidate, tlaspecting the legal provisions in power
on election.



-21 -

3. The application on incompatibility my be presentethe Constitutional Court by the
Assembly at any time during the tenure of the dgpnd the application of the eligibility
of the deputy may be presented within 6 (six) merftlom the time the ineligibility is
found.

Article 66

1. In case the constitutional verifies the eligibildlthe deputies, it decides as the case
provides, either it rejects the application or @ates the act of the Central election
Commission.

2. After reviewing the application on eligibility oncompatibility of the deputy, the
Constitutional Court delivers the respective decisp the Assembly of Albania.

Procedures to review the constitutionality of the laws
through the applications of the courts

Article 67

1. When a court of any instance or the respectivegudgring the trial consideex-

officio or through the request of either party involveat th certain law is unconstitutional
and if there is a direct link between the law ahd solution of the case at hand, that
particular law is not implemented and after carmeglthe trial the judge delivers the file
to the Constitutional Court, which on its side ddowexpress itself about the
constitutionality of the said law.

2. The decision of the court or of the respective gidgould define the provisions of the
law they consider incompatible with the said noonsther principles of the Constitution
that the law has not respected or violated, as wasllthe reasons they present the
application for abrogation.

Article 68

1. When the Constitutional Court concludes that thlesented file is not complete and
conform the above-mentioned provision, it delivietsack to the original court. The latter
should complete the file within 1 (one) month fréme date it has received the file.

2. When the respective file is found complete and @onfthe above-mentioned
provision, the Constitutional Court proclaims theedof the plenary hearing session and
thus notifies to the said court and other intecestities.

Article 69

1. The Constitutional Court, when reviewing such casetsbecause they are related

with the constitutionality of a said law, it makesblic the fact that such an issue is under
review at the constitutional Court.

2. The review being over, the respective file and sleai of the Constitutional Court are
delivered to the court of origin.

3. In case the Constitutional Court decides to abmgatertain law as unconstitutional,
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the respective decision is announced to the AssemblAlbania and the Council of
Ministers.

Inter pretation of the Constitution
Article70

1. Invirtue of paragraph 1 of Article 124 of the Conaion of the Republic of Albania,
the Constitutional Court provides the final intetation of the Constitution.

2. The application to interpret the Constitution ma&yrépresented by entities provided
in letter a, b, c and ¢ of Article 134 of the Catusion of the Republic of Albania and
other entities provided by letter dh, e, & andly éor case under interest.

3. The presented application should specify whicthefdonstitutional provision or part
of the provision is to be interpreted.

4. The entity, which is pretended to have wronglyiipteted the Constitution is party at
the hearing session.

5. The review of such application may be at hearirsgis® or on reviewing the
respective documents.

Chapter V111
Decisions of the Constitutional Court
Article71
Decision taking and its proclamation
1. Discussions on and voting for the decision arepuodlic.

2. The decisions of the Constitutional Court aketaon the majority of votes the judges
present at the plenary hearing session. Abstainimy is not allowed.

2. The decision is signed by all the judges presetiteaplenary hearing session.

3. Parties in the process are notified about the ofatiee proclamation of the decision.
4. Their absence makes no justification to postpoaeptioclamation of the decision.
5. The decision is proclaimed on the name of theuRkc

5. The decision of the Constitutional Court shoulddmsoned and read by the presider
of the plenary hearing session or any other judggegided by him.

6. The decision of the Constitutional Court is oblaygtto all and final.

7. The judge in descenting opinion enjoys the rtghteason his opinion and thus it is
attached to and published together with the coertsibn.
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7. Copies of the decision are liable to be handetiaartvolved parties if thus requested
by them and upon the respective fee.

Article 72
Postpone of discussion and voting

1. If any of the judges participating at the plenaeahng session is absent during the
discussion and voting session, then the meetirtigeojfudges is adjourned to another date.

2. In case the participation of the judge can notdmised within a reasonable period,
the Court provides the decision on the case at Ifahdre is the absolute majority of its
members.

3. In case of lack of such majority and there is asjllity to include judges who have
not been present at the plenary hearing sessi@m the plenary hearing session is
reopened and the case is heard once again.

Article 73

Rejection of the application

In case there is a mean voting or no presentedidacis voted by the needed majority,
then the Constitutional Court decides to reject dpplication. Rejection presents no
obstacle for the applicant to represent the apipdieawhen there will be all the
possibilities to have the needed majority.

Article 74

No - changing to the decision

After voting, the decision of the Constitutional @bis considered valid and can not be
changed.

Article 75

1. The decision of the Constitutional Court, which basogated a law or normative act
as incompatible with the Constitution or InternaibAgreements, as a rule will have its
juridical effects from the date of its enforcement.

2. The decision is retroactive only in case:

a. it concerns a criminal sentencing and such sideds under execution, if directly
related with the implementation of the abrogatedda normative act,

b. it concerns case under review by the courtgasntiheir decisions have is final,

c. of effects of unimplemented law or normative act
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Article 76

No juridical effect of the judicial decision

Decisions of courts of any instance, which are gated by the Constitutional Court have
no juridical effect since their proclamation. These is delivered to be reviewed to the
court which decision has been abrogated.

Article 77

Announcement of the decision

When it is decided the abrogation of a law or ndiveaact and the respective relations
need juridical interpretation, then the decisiorthaf Constitutional Court is announced to
the respective organs, so that they take the nelewaasure provided in the decision.
Article 78

I nter preting decision

The decision of the Constitutional Court, which \pdes the interpretation of the
Constitution is retrospective.

Article 79
I nter pretation and completion of the decision
1. The Constitutional Court cannot annul or chaitgyewn decisions, but it can:

a. interpret the decision in case of doubts orudesp concerning its understanding,
but never changing its content,

b. complete the decision or correct any possiblgtake in calculating or any other
evident inaccuracy in it within 2 (two) months frahe date of its proclamation.

2. The review of the above-mentioned cases is magdkeaary hearing session with the
participation of involved parties.

Article 80
Execution of the decisions
1. The execution of the decisions of the Constituti@w@urt is obligatory.

2. The execution of the decisions of the Constinal Court is secured by the Council of
Ministers of the Republic of Albania through thepective state administration.

2. The Constitutional Court may assign another orgaexecute its decision and the
means of execution, if thus necessary.
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3. Persons, who do not implement or hinder the exeoudf the decisions of the
Constitutional Court, unless the case providedraical offence, are fined with 100 (one
hundred) thousand Lek by the President of the @atiehal Court and this decision is
final and comprise an executive title.

Chapter 1X

Temporary and final provisions
Article 81

1. The tenure of the judges of the Constitutional €appointed in 1992 terminates in
2001.

2. Other replacing judges, elected after Law Nr. 74Rite 29\04\1991 "On main
Constitutional Provisions", including the respeetsmendments will be seated judges for
12 (twelve) years from the day of their appointment

3. The renewal of the Constitutional Court, after 200l take place after the
termination of the tenure of each judge.

Article 82
Exemption form taxesand regulation of expensesfor services
1. The procedures of the Constitutional Court are gtechfrom taxes.

2. For other services provided, as well as expense¢slunag the adjudication of a case
will be decided by the Constitutional Court.

Article83

Obligation to provide documents

Any state organ, juridical or physical entity isligbd to provide to the Constitutional
Court documents, data and relevant informatiohustrequested or considered necessary
in reviewing the case.

Article 84

Obligation to public the announcements

State organs of information are obliged to annouheePress Releases provided by the
Constitutional Court for issues related with it§\aty.
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Article 85
Implementation of the new law

The provisions of the new Law will be implemented the applications and cases under
hearing on the date this Law is enforced.

Article 86
Abrogation of the Law

Law Nr. 8373, date 15\07\1998 "On the organisadiod functioning of the Constitutional
Court of the Republic of Albania" is abrogated be tlay of enforcement of this Law.

Article 87

This Law is enforced 15 (fifteen) days after itblication at the Official Gazette.

SPEAKER

Skender GJINUSHI



