
 

 
This document will not be distributed at the meeting. Please bring this copy. 

Ce document ne sera pas distribué en réunion. Prière de vous munir de cet exemplaire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strasbourg, 30 May 2002 
 

Restricted 
CDL (2002) 75 

Eng.Only 
Opinion N° 168 / 2001  
 

  

 
 
 
 
  

EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR DEMOCRACY THROUGH LAW  

(VENICE COMMISSION)  

 
 
 
 
 

LEGISLATION ON KIN-MINORITIES 
 
 
 

SLOVENIA  
 
   



CDL (2002) 75 - 2 - 

Resolution on the position of autochthonous Slovene minorities in neighbouring 
countries and the related tasks of state and other institutions in the Republic of 
Slovenia  (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 35-2280/1996)  

Chapter 1 

GENERAL PART 

I  

The areas of neighbouring countries inhabited by autochthonous Slovene minorities 
constitute, together with the Republic of Slovenia, a common Slovene cultural area.  

Autochthonous minorities are a constituent part of the societies of neighbouring 
countries but are linked by numerous ties with the state of the Slovene people. The 
members of autochthonous minorities, Slovenes living across the borders of Slovenia, 
are citizens of neighbouring countries with all rights and obligations towards those 
countries and are a valuable bridge for cooperation and good neighbourly relations 
between the Republic of Slovenia and its neighbouring countries.  

II  

Autochthonous Slovene minorities live in the Austrian provinces of Carinthia and 
Styria, the Italian region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia, the Raba basin area of Hungary, 
and in areas on the Croatian side of the Croatian-Slovenian border, particularly Istria, 
Gorski Kotar and Medmurje.  

III  

The Republic of Slovenia stresses the validity of existing international legal 
documents governing the protection of the rights of autochthonous Slovene minorities 
in neighbouring countries. These include the Austrian national treaties, the Osimo 
Accords and the Agreement on the Guaranteeing of the Special Rights of the Slovene 
National Minority in the Republic of Hungary and of the Hungarian National 
Minority in the Republic of Slovenia. In accordance with the principles of succession 
the Republic of Slovenia is sole bearer of the rights and obligations deriving from 
these international agreements. At the same time it is committed to concluding new 
bilateral agreements which will determine more precisely the obligations of the 
signatories towards autochthonous national minorities.  

In the international community Slovenia is striving for a general raising of the level of 
protection of autochthonous national minorities.  

The Republic of Slovenia draws attention to the harmfulness of the type of inter-
country relations which see countries attempt to settle open questions by putting 
pressure on autochthonous national minorities.  
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Chapter 2 

ATTITUDE OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA TO THE ORGANIS ATIONS 
AND ACTIVITIES OF AUTOCHTHONOUS MINORITIES 

I  

The successful operation of political, economic, cultural and other organisations is an 
indispensable expression of the existence of the autochthonous minority as a subject 
and a condition of its development.  

The Republic of Slovenia supports Slovene autochthonous minorities in neighbouring 
countries in their efforts for survival and development as national communities.  

The Republic of Slovenia acknowledges the autonomy and political subjecthood of 
autochthonous Slovene minorities in neighbouring countries. The Republic of 
Slovenia welcomes the efforts of minority political organisations in individual 
neighbouring countries for democratically elected group representation. It also 
supports their efforts to achieve guaranteed representation of autochthonous 
minorities in legislative bodies and other political and administrative bodies.  

II  

The method and scale of financial support provided by the Republic of Slovenia to 
minority organisations is defined by statute and other legal documents.  

The Republic of Slovenia supports the activities of cultural, educational, sports, 
research and other institutions and organisations of civil society in Slovenia which 
cooperate with autochthonous minorities. These institutions are able to include their 
projects in the annual programmes of work of state bodies of the Republic of 
Slovenia.  

The Republic of Slovenia supports cooperation between appropriate partners at the 
local level intended to strengthen Slovene autochthonous minorities.  

Chapter 3 

BODIES OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA RESPONSIBLE FOR 
COOPERATION WITH SLOVENE AUTOCHTHONOUS MINORITIES I N 

NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES  

I  

The relationship between the Republic of Slovenia and Slovene autochthonous 
minorities in neighbouring countries is based on the constitutional principle of care of 
the mother country for autochthonous minorities and equal partnership cooperation. 
The criterion for the cooperation of the Republic of Slovenia with individuals and 
organisations in neighbouring countries is their national affiliation and their work for 
survival and development as an ethnic community.  
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II  

The Republic of Slovenia emphasises the need for the planned and coordinated work 
of state bodies in cooperation with Slovene autochthonous minorities in neighbouring 
countries.  

Parliamentary parties will strive to achieve consensus over the fundamental principles 
of the policy of the Republic of Slovenia towards Slovene autochthonous minorities in 
neighbouring countries.  

The competent bodies of the Republic of Slovenia should include in cooperation, in 
an appropriate way, important and representative academic, cultural and economic 
subjects in Slovenia and from among Slovene autochthonous minorities. To this end a 
special advisory body is being set up by the Government of the Republic of Slovenia.  

III  

The basic policy of the cooperation of the Republic of Slovenia with Slovene 
autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries is determined by the National 
Assembly. For this reason the National Assembly is setting up a special working body 
charged with dealing with decisions in this field and proposing them to the National 
Assembly for adoption.  

Its competences shall be regulated by the National Assembly by means of a decree.  

IV  

The implementation of the policy of cooperation of the Republic of Slovenia with 
Slovene autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries shall be the 
responsibility of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia.  

To this end a minister without portfolio has been appointed with the responsibility of 
proposing the policy of cooperation with Slovene autochthonous minorities in 
neighbouring countries and overseeing its implementation and the coordination of the 
activities of the competent ministries in this area.  

V  

The Government of the Republic of Slovenia shall submit to the National Assembly 
an annual report on the activities of the Republic of Slovenia in the area of 
cooperation with Slovene autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries. The 
report shall include a policy proposal for the forthcoming year. The proposal must 
also contain frameworks of the budget funds needed for its implementation.  
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Chapter 4 

BASIC AREAS OF COOPERATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVE NIA 
WITH SLOVENE AUTOCHTHONOUS MINORITIES IN NEIGHBOURI NG 

COUNTRIES 

I  

The Republic of Slovenia shall ensure the necessary substantive presence of minority 
issues in the entirety of relations with neighbouring countries and at multilateral, 
regional and other levels of international cooperation, particularly within the 
framework of regular diplomatic and state contacts.  

It particularly emphasises the importance of the inclusion of the problems of 
autochthonous minorities into treaty relations with neighbouring countries and at the 
multilateral level. Priority should go here to bilateral treaty-based regulation of 
minority protection, as envisaged by the Council of Europe's Framework Convention 
on the Protection of National Minorities.  

The minority issue must be included in the general framework of the presentation of 
the Republic of Slovenia in the world.  

Special attention must be devoted to the appropriate activity of diplomatic and 
consular missions with competence in areas inhabited by minorities.  

II  

Strengthening the economic position of autochthonous minorities  

The permanent and strategic interest of the Republic of Slovenia is the strengthening 
of the economic position of autochthonous minorities and their members, above all in 
the areas of their autochthonous settlements. In this sense it is necessary to include a 
minority economic component in documents on the strategy of economic 
development of Slovenia, and in projects of interregional and cross-border 
cooperation co-financed by the European Union or other international institutions or 
organisations.  

The Republic of Slovenia shall achieve these goals by means of various economic 
policy measures designed to promote business cooperation of minorities with 
commercial subjects in Slovenia.  

The Government of the Republic of Slovenia devotes special attention to the position 
of the banking and savings institutions of Slovene autochthonous minorities in 
neighbouring countries and to the preservation of their independent operation.  

The employment of members of autochthonous minorities by Slovenian commercial 
subjects enjoys the special support of the Republic of Slovenia. This also applies to 
the introduction of a temporary regime for the operations of minority companies in 
the Republic of Slovenia in the period up to Slovenia's entry into the European Union.  
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The funds for these activities are provided by the budget of the Republic of Slovenia. 
The Republic of Slovenia shall set up a special fund for economic cooperation with 
Slovene autochthonous minorities.  

III  

Education  

The members of Slovene autochthonous minorities have the right to education in 
schools of all types and levels in the Republic of Slovenia. For this reason the 
Ministry of Education and Sport pays special attention to the concluding of bilateral 
agreements which regulate the recognition of certificates and degrees, grants for 
members of autochthonous minorities, official use of textbooks published in the 
Republic of Slovenia for minority education in neighbouring countries, the inclusion 
of knowledge of the culture of the Slovene nation and neighbouring nations in general 
education programmes, additional training of teaching staff, etc.  

The government also devotes special attention to developing independent grants 
programmes and to encouraging permanent contacts between schools in the Republic 
of Slovenia and minority educational institutions, student exchanges, and the 
development of extra-curricular contacts for pupils and students within the framework 
of interest activities.  

The Republic of Slovenia supports sports and general recreational activities or 
organisations which cooperate with the kindred organisations of Slovene 
autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries.  

The Republic of Slovenia likewise supports secondary school boarding homes, 
university halls of residence and private educational institutions in minority 
communities.  

The Republic of Slovenia is adopting appropriate measures to enable a higher 
enrolment of children in the pre-school institutions of Slovene minorities in 
neighbouring countries and is providing appropriate teachers and mentors for the 
special educational activities of autochthonous minorities.  

IV  

Science  

The Republic of Slovenia supports the work of the academic/research institutions of 
autochthonous minorities. In concluding and implementing general agreements on 
academic cooperation it includes researchers or research institutions from Slovene 
autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries.  

Notwithstanding the position achieved by the academic institutions of Slovene 
autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries, the Republic of Slovenia 
provides permanent funds for the basic needs of their operation.  

The Republic of Slovenia includes the academic and research capabilities of Slovene 
autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries in the research activity of 
Slovenia. This applies in particular to the inclusion of academic institutions in 
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Slovenia and Slovene autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries which 
study issues of nationality.  

V  

Culture  

It is the Republic of Slovenia's desire that the cultural activity of autochthonous 
minorities and the mother country should interweave organically and enrich each 
other as much as possible.  

Slovene autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries are included via their 
cultural institutions and artists in the cultural programmes of Slovenia and its cultural 
institutions and are becoming an increasingly important element of the cultural 
presentation of Slovenia at the international level and a linking factor in the 
establishing of cultural coexistence in areas where members of Slovene minorities 
live together with members of the majority nation.  

The Government of the Republic of Slovenia should guarantee a suitable system of 
harmonising the programmes of amateur cultural activity, with which cultural 
institutions in Slovenia and in Slovene autochthonous minorities in neighbouring 
countries are involved.  

The Republic of Slovenia stresses the importance of the media, particularly the 
electronic media, for the survival and development of the national consciousness of 
the members of Slovene autochthonous minorities in neighbouring countries. It is 
therefore necessary to ensure the reception of television and radio signals from the 
Republic of Slovenia in areas inhabited by autochthonous minorities. The range and 
quality of information about the autochthonous minority in the Slovenian media area 
need to be increased. Special attention needs to be devoted to programmes for 
children and young people.  

The Government of the Republic of Slovenia, more specifically the Ministry of 
Culture, should support within the framework of its regular activities, the publishing 
activities of minorities and the circulation of Slovene books, periodicals and musical 
media in the areas inhabited by autochthonous minorities.  

VI  

Transport and telecommunications  

Because unimpeded contacts of the members of autochthonous minorities with the 
mother country are one of the conditions for the preservation and development of 
autochthonous minorities, the Republic of Slovenia is promoting, by means of 
international agreements, bilateral transport, postal and telecommunications 
connections with the areas inhabited by Slovene autochthonous minorities and is 
striving for a reduction of tariffs to the internal level.  

 
 



CDL (2002) 75 - 8 - 

*  *  * 
 

Resolution on relations with Slovenes abroad 
(Official Gazette of the Republic of  Slovenia, No. 7/2002) 

    
- Given the fact that that a considerable portion of the Slovene national body 

lives outside the borders of the Republic of Slovenia; 
 

- considering Article 5 of the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia which 
emphasizes responsibility toward Slovene emigrants and migrant workers and the 
enhancement of their contacts with the homeland, and which thereby defines the 
relationship with Slovenes living outside the Republic of Slovenia as its permanent 
and active obligation; 

 
- with the firm intention that the Republic of Slovenia contribute to the 

preservation of the Slovene identity, language, culture and cultural heritage and 
encourage cultural growth among Slovenes living outside its borders; 

 
- expressing acknowledgement of all Slovenes outside the Republic of Slovenia 

who strive to preserve the Slovene identity and who contributed to the international 
recognition of the Republic of Slovenia after it had achieved independence; and 

 
- fully respecting the differences and with a view turned to the future, 

 
on the basis of Article 166 regarding Article 170 of its Rules of Procedure, the 
National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia, at its session held on 23 January 
2002, adopted the following  
 

RESOLUTION ON THE RELATIONS WITH SLOVENES ABROAD  
 
1. GENERAL 
 
1. A considerable portion of the Slovene national 

body lives outside the borders of the Republic of Slovenia. The relationship 
between the Republic of Slovenia and Slovenes abroad is based on the 
constitutional principle of responsibility toward Slovenes living outside the 
Republic of Slovenia. The goal is the preservation and growth of the Slovene 
identity, language and culture, and to enable and enhance multilateral cooperation, 
particularly in cultural, educational, scientific, economic and other fields. 

 
2. The resolution shall apply to Slovenes living 

outside the Republic of Slovenia other than those whose status is determined by 
the Resolution on the status of autochthonous Slovene minorities in neighbouring 
countries and the hereto related tasks of government and other bodies of the 
Republic of Slovenia (Resolucija o položaju avtohtonih slovenskih manjšin v 
sosednjih državah in s tem povezanimi nalogami državnih in drugih dejavnikov 
Republike Slovenije) of 27 June 1996 (Official Gazette of the Republic of 
Slovenia, No. 35/96). 

 
3. As regards cooperation and financial support, the 

Republic of Slovenia shall take into consideration the specific needs of Slovenes 
or Slovene communities in individual countries, and in this regard particularly 
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encourage their self-initiated activities and fund raising for activities supporting 
the preservation and development of the Slovene identity. 

 
2. BODIES IN THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA RESPONSIBLE FOR RELATIONS 

WITH SLOVENES ABROAD 
 
1. The fundamental policy on cooperation of the Republic of Slovenia with Slovenes 

abroad shall be determined by the National Assembly. For dealing with this issue 
(together with the issue of the Slovenes living in neighbouring countries), a 
special working body shall be responsible - the Commission for Relations with 
Slovenes in Neighbouring and Other Countries, which shall deal with and submit 
proposals on adopting decisions in this field. Its competencies shall be regulated 
by National Assembly’s decree. 

 
2. Parliamentary parties shall endeavour to reach consensus regarding the basic 

principles of the policy of the Republic of Slovenia toward Slovenes abroad. 
 
3. The Government of the Republic of Slovenia shall be responsible for the 

cooperation of the Republic of Slovenia with Slovenes abroad. The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Office for Slovenes Abroad as its constituent body shall 
undertake, in accordance with the Organization and Competence of Ministries 
Act, the tasks connected with monitoring and coordinating the activities of the 
ministries competent in the field of cooperation with Slovenes abroad. 

 
4. The Government of the Republic of Slovenia shall submit to the National 

Assembly an annual report on the activities of the Republic of Slovenia in the 
field of cooperation with Slovenes abroad together with its proposed program for 
the following year. The proposed program shall include the budgetary framework 
for its implementation. The annual report shall be discussed by the National 
Assembly. 

 
5. In cooperating with Slovenes abroad, it is necessary that government and other 

bodies act in a planned and harmonised manner. Coordination is necessary: 
- between government bodies competent and responsible for cooperation with Slovenes 

abroad or in any way involved in maintaining contacts with them; 
- between the government bodies and other institutions, including civil organizations that 

maintain contacts with Slovenes abroad and are financed from the budget of the Republic 
of Slovenia; 

- between Slovenia (i.e. bodies and institutions referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2) and 
Slovenes abroad; 

- among Slovenes living in individual countries or regions with the aim of supporting and 
encouraging the cooperation and joint action of Slovenes in individual countries, as well 
as joint and harmonized programs in matters that are of fundamental significance for the 
preservation and growth of the Slovene identity. 

 
6. The competent bodies of the Republic of Slovenia shall in a suitable manner 

include in this cooperation important and representative factors from the fields of 
education, science, culture, economy and other areas. For this purpose, within the 
Government of the Republic of Slovenia a consultative body shall be established or 
the existing consultative body for Slovenes abroad enlarged. 

 
7. Organizations and associations whose work includes cooperation with Slovenes 

abroad and that are financed from the budget of the Republic of Slovenia shall act 



CDL (2002) 75 - 10 - 

in accordance with the basic policy of the Republic of Slovenia toward Slovenes 
abroad as determined by the National Assembly and implemented by the 
Government. Here it is necessary to aim at the rationality and efficiency of the 
work of these organizations. 

 
3. FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

 
1. The Republic of Slovenia shall financially support 

the activities of Slovenes abroad aimed at the preservation and growth of the 
Slovene identity, culture and language, and the preservation of cultural 
heritage. Funds shall be provided in the budget of the Republic of Slovenia 
through the Office for Slovenes Abroad. Funds intended for cultural 
cooperation, education and science shall be provided through the Ministry of 
Culture and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, funds for the 
support of the media activities shall be provided through the Government 
Public Relations and Media Office and the Ministry of Information Society, 
whereas funds for the promotion of economic cooperation shall be provided 
through the Ministry of Economy. Financial support is public. 

 
2. The funds shall be allocated in accordance with 

the legal regulations of the Republic of Slovenia. The following principles 
shall be taken into account: 

 
a) the principle of preserving and developing 

Slovene communities abroad and of strengthening national consciousness – 
this represents the fundamental basis for assisting Slovenes abroad and 
therefore the Republic of Slovenia shall support programs that influence the 
preservation and development of the Slovene identity and strengthen national 
consciousness; 

 
b) the principle of a specific approach to individual 

Slovene communities – it is necessary to take into consideration the diversity 
of the actual situation, circumstances, conditions, customs and other factors 
regarding Slovenes abroad that differ from one place to another; 

 
c) the principle of preserving the most important 

institutions of Slovene communities – institutions that are the pillars of the 
existence of Slovene communities abroad may have, provided, of course, that 
the principles and agreements within the Slovene communities are fulfilled, 
special status with regard to the allocation of financial assistance; 

 
d) the principle of preserving activities that have 

been conducted for a longer period – as a rule, special attention shall be 
devoted, taking into consideration the other principles and criteria, to activities 
that have been conducted for a longer period and the cessation of which for 
even a short period would harm the entire Slovene community (in that area); 

 
e) the principle of linkage with Slovenia – for the 

existence of Slovene communities abroad it is essential to maintain links with 
the mother country; 

 
f) the principle of rational use and supervision of the 

use of funds, as well as the transparency of all sources of financing – the 
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prerequisite for receiving financial assistance from Slovenia shall be the 
rational and strictly targeted use of previously allocated funds from the 
Republic of Slovenia, regular reporting on their use, and the specification of 
all sources of financing. 
 

4. BASIC FIELDS OF COOPERATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
SLOVENIA WITH SLOVENES ABROAD 

 
1. It is necessary to ensure the inclusion of Slovenes abroad in the cultural, 

scientific, informational, economic, educational, sport and other fields of 
activity of the Slovene society. This is the responsibility of the consultative 
body referred to in section 2.6. The main purpose of this activity is that 
Slovenes abroad become incorporated in the uniform Slovene area – that they 
are actively included in the Slovene intellectual, cultural, economic, scientific 
and social potential or in its development. 

 
2. Slovenia shall support activities that contribute to the preservation and 

strengthening of the identity of Slovenes abroad, and the programs for 
teaching the Slovene language and preserving and enhancing the Slovene 
culture. Particularly necessary are measures for preserving the Slovene 
language among young people who are losing contact with their Slovene 
identity, and for the preservation of the archival material and other cultural 
heritage among Slovenes abroad. 

 
4.1.1. Preservation of the Slovene language and education 

 
The Republic of Slovenia shall strive to preserve and teach Slovene language 
among Slovenes abroad, both in Europe and other continents, at all levels: 
from preschool, primary and secondary education to higher and adult 
education. 
 
The Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, together with the technical 
services of the Centre for Slovene as a Second/Foreign Language at the 
Faculty of Arts of Ljubljana, the National Education Institute, the Office for 
Slovenes Abroad, the two universities, and the research organizations in 
Slovenia shall: 

- provide textbooks for learning Slovene, literary books, in particular juvenile books in 
Slovene, and other educational resources; 

- prepare and implement programs for distance learning of Slovene (Internet); 
- prepare program and tools for independent learning of Slovene (manuals, audio tapes, 

CDs); 
- reconsider, if necessary, the curricula for learning Slovene abroad; 
- organize training seminars for teachers; 
- provide financial support for teachers; 
- provide scholarships for the attendance of Slovenes abroad at summer schools of Slovene 

and at the all-year school of Slovene in Slovenia, and by conferring scholarships make it 
possible for them to study in Slovenia; 

- support the establishment of Slovene lectureships at universities in the countries where 
Slovenes live, and the cooperation among the universities also in terms of visiting 
professors of Slovene language; 

- involve Slovene researchers from abroad in the implementation of the national research 
program. 
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The Republic of Slovenia shall endeavour to conclude appropriate international 
agreements on supporting the preservation of the Slovene language and culture and on 
cooperation of other institutions in this field in the countries where such agreements 
have not yet been concluded, but the possibilities to do so exist, and to establish 
implementation programs based on such agreements. 
Learning about Slovene emigrants and migrant workers abroad should be included in 
the appropriate measure in primary and secondary school curricula in the Republic of 
Slovenia. 
 
4.2. Cultural cooperation and preserving cultural heritage 
 
The Republic of Slovenia shall strive for the preservation of Slovene spiritual 
independence among Slovenes abroad and for the development of a common Slovene 
cultural area. In the framework of its regular programs, together with its constituent 
organs (Cultural Heritage Administration, Archives of the Republic of Slovenia) and 
the two public funds for the field of culture (Fund of the Republic of Slovenia for 
Cultural Activities, Film Fund of the Republic of Slovenia), the Ministry of Culture 
shall concern itself with the cultural activities of Slovenes abroad, the preservation of 
the common cultural heritage, and the mutual exchange of achievements in this field.  
The Republic of Slovenia shall organize training programs for Slovenes abroad who 
work in archives and cultural fields (choirmasters, leaders of folklore groups, cultural 
animators, and others), encourage the inclusion of the cultural and artistic activity of 
Slovenes abroad in the cultural activity in Slovenia, and provide assistance in the 
supplement and systematic regulation of the library fund of central Slovene libraries 
abroad. 
 
The Republic of Slovenia shall endeavour to conclude appropriate international 
agreements on supporting the preservation of the Slovene culture with countries in 
which such possibilities exist and to establish implementation programs based on such 
agreements. 
 
4.3. Economy and science 
 
The Republic of Slovenia shall devote special attention to strengthening economic 
links and cooperation in the field of science and the development of new technologies 
between Slovenes abroad and entities in Slovenia. It shall achieve these goals by 
enhancing economic cooperation through various measures of economic policy and 
the elimination of barriers.  
 
The Republic of Slovenia shall support the meetings of Slovene economists and 
Slovene scientists from abroad, and shall endeavour to strengthen the relations and 
project cooperation with all Slovene scientists abroad, also in terms of their expert 
involvement in bilateral or multilateral programs initiated by Slovenia. The 
Government of the Republic of Slovenia shall facilitate and encourage the 
cooperation of Slovene scientists abroad in national research projects and scientific 
meetings, and shall prepare a program to attract and involve young scientists of 
Slovene descent in Slovene scientific institutions or regular cooperation. 
 
4.4. Informing 
 
The Republic of Slovenia shall endeavour to provide access to information and the 
integration and cooperation in the field of informing, both in providing information to 
Slovenes abroad regarding the events in the Republic of Slovenia and the information 
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regarding Slovenes abroad in Slovenia. Special attention shall be devoted to the use of 
modern electronic informing. 
 
Every third year, the Office for Slovenes Abroad in cooperation with the Government 
Public Relations and Media Office and the Ministry of Information Society shall 
prepare a seminar for journalists of the Slovene media abroad. Through this it shall 
encourage the preservation of the Slovene language and the promotion of less 
expensive and more modern means of communication. The Government of the 
Republic of Slovenia shall encourage the work of Slovene media abroad according to 
the efficiency and rationality of their operation and taking into consideration the 
principles outlined in section 3.2 of this Resolution. 
 
4.5. Repatriation, citizenship and status without citizenship 
 
It is in the interest of the Republic of Slovenia that Slovenes living abroad and their 
descendants return to Slovenia. Special attention shall be devoted to those who might 
contribute to the development of Slovenia. 
 
The state bodies of the Republic of Slovenia shall provide Slovenes abroad with 
appropriate information about returning to the homeland and implement the 
facilitation prescribed by law. For this purpose, the Office for Slovenes Abroad, the 
Government Public Relations and Media Office and the Ministry of Information 
Society shall prepare an informative brochure. This information must also be 
available at the diplomatic and consular offices of the Republic of Slovenia abroad. 
Facilitation should include the simplification of procedures such as nostrification of 
diplomas and others. 
 
The Republic of Slovenia shall facilitate the return of Slovenes living in countries in 
severe political or economic crisis to the homeland. 
 
It is in the interest of the Republic of Slovenia that persons of Slovene origin who 
have an active link with Slovenia and wish to acquire Slovene citizenship have the 
opportunity to do so. 
 
A normative framework regulating the special rights and privileges of Slovenes 
without Slovene citizenship shall be prepared. 
 
4.6. Participation in elections 
 
The Republic of Slovenia shall enable Slovene citizens with permanent residence 
abroad to participate in elections and shall endeavour to eliminate difficulties Slovene 
citizens living abroad have encountered in executing their right to vote. 
 
The National Electoral Commission in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and diplomatic and consular representative offices abroad shall ensure the 
timely informing of Slovenes abroad and their participation in the elections of the 
Republic of Slovenia. 
 
4.7. Participation in foreign policy 
 
In arranging bilateral relations with individual countries in which Slovenes live, the 
Government of the Republic of Slovenia, taking into consideration their needs, shall 
endeavour to conclude agreements on social and health insurance, as well as other 
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agreements referred to sections 4.1 and 4.2, particularly on the mutual recognition of 
diplomas and other qualification certificates. The Republic of Slovenia shall 
endeavour to maintain or establish honorary consulates of the Republic of Slovenia in 
countries in which Slovenes live, and to involve Slovenes abroad in the work and 
activities of diplomatic, consular and other representative offices of the Republic of 
Slovenia. 

*  *  * 
 
According to the policy, defined by the Constitution and further explained in both 
resolutions, several laws include different provisions conferring special benefits or 
preferential treatment to the Slovenes living abroad.  
   
The existence and protection of the Slovene minorities in the neighbouring countries is 
guaranteed in international law. The most significant for the status of the Slovene minority in 
Italy is Article 8 of  Osimo Agreement (bilateral agreement, 1976) and the whole preamble 
referring to universal and European documents. The Austrian State Treaty (multilateral 
treaty, 1955), serves as a basis for the comprehensive protection of the Slovene minority in 
the regions of Carinthia and Styria. The status of Slovenes in the Raba region in Hungary is 
governed by a Convention on providing special rights for the Slovenian minority living in the 
Republic of Hungary and for the Hungarian minority living in the Republic of Slovenia 
(bilateral agreement, 1992).  
 
Activities of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport in the field of the education of the 
Slovene national minorities in neighbouring countries are based on the following agreements: 
- Agreement on cooperation in the field of education, culture, science and technology 

between Government of the Republic of Slovenia and Government of the Italian Republic 
(2000) 

- Agreement on cooperation in the field of culture, education and science between the 
Republic of Slovenia and Republic of Hungary (1992) 

- Agreement on cooperation in the field of culture, education and science between the 
Government of the Republic of Slovenia and Republic of Austria (2001). 

 
Some other bilateral agreements with countries where Slovenes living abroad reside, include 
different provisions conferring benefits or preferential treatment to them. 
  
   
 
  
 
 


