Your Excellency, Dear Ambassador, Madam

Mister President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Welcome to Brussels for the  12th European Conference of the Electoral Management Bodies. 
I am pleased to be in the presence of such a large international assembly gathered around the theme: neutrality, impartiality and transparency in elections. 
Elections are a central and founding element of our democracy. Needless to say: organising elections deserves all our attention and efforts. 
Each fellow-citizen in society must indeed be free to express his choice and will, when nominating his representatives. Each fellow-citizen also needs to fully trust this electoral process, which allows to give complete legitimation to the elected representatives. 
This is why it is essential for our electoral bodies to guarantee total neutrality and complete transparency in the electoral process. It must be, and even is an inherent motivation of the election agents whose mission is sometimes underestimated in the light of the importance of this democratic event.  

In this regard, the Belgian electoral services always have transparency as a main goal in the electoral process. 

I would like to mention a few initiatives taken by my services in order to guarantee the transparency of the electoral process.   
For example  the publication of the voting software source codes allows each citizen or political party to make sure that there is no fraudulent technique in this software. 
We also implemented a new electronic voting system that gives the voters a « paper trail » allowing them to check, with full transparency, if their vote has been taken into account. 
Furthermore, but within the framework of the traditional voting system, different software allows the counting stations to tally the paper ballots precisely and transparently, especially so that the witnesses of the political parties can better control the fairness of the elections. 
Finally, I would like to mention the publication - on our website - of the reports of the electoral offices immediately upon completion of their operations. Such a publication guarantees a total transparency of the electoral process as each citizen can check the reports and the comments that the officials may have added..  
I briefly presented to you some points of our know-how. You will also have the opportunity to share your knowledge and experience during the next two days. 
The exchange of information and experience regarding elections is essential: when organising elections, we all face the same reality and similar problems in our countries. So, we can learn a lot from each other.
I am convinced that the result of this conference will allow us to improve the electoral processes in our different countries. And it will therefore increase the trust of our fellow-citizens in their representative bodies.  
I am also honoured that, six years after this conference was held here in Brussels, this knowledge exchange takes place during the Belgian Chairmanship of the Council of Europe whose priorities are totally in line with the goals of this conference. 
In this regard, I would like to sincerely thank the Commission of Venice who has organised this event in collaboration with my staff from the Directorate General Institutions and Population, 
Above all, I wish to thank you all, dear participants, for your presence here today as a testimony to the importance of the theme of this conference and the Belgian Chairmanship of the Council of Europe. 
The next two days will certainly be profitable to us all and to our respective electoral bodies: I therefore wish you a lot of enriching and high-quality debates and exchanges. 
Work well and enjoy the conference! 
