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During 2020 and 2021,
COVID19 has impacted
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ELECTIONS HELD AND POSTPONED DURING COVID-19
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in elections held amid
COVID-19?

Free movement
restrictions imposed
to restrain the spread
of the virus

Implementation of of risk
— mitigation measures and use of
Special Voting Arrangements (SVAs)

Information
environment
around elections
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Special voting arrangements used in 2020 and 2021 national elections and referendums by country, data as of

31 August 2021

Type of SVA Country
2020 Belarus, Bermuclla*, Ghana,l Iceland, Israel, J:amai_ca, Lithuan_ila,l Myann?a!’*, New Zealand,
North Macedonia*, Republic of Korea, Russia, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Trinidad and Tobago*, USA
Early voting (25)
2021 Cape Verde, Congo (security florces only), Israel (security forces only), Lao PDR*, Liechtenstein,
Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, UK (only by post)
Iceland, Lithuania, New Zealand (only from abroad), Poland*, Republic of Korea*, Romania
2020 o
(only from abroad), Switzerland, USA
Postal voting (16)
2021 Aruba* (voters in isolation), Ecuador, Gibraltar, Liechtenstein, Micronesia (only from abroad),
Netherlands (above 70 years only), Slovenia, UK
2020 Belize, Croatia*, Poland, Switzerland
Proxy voting (8)
2021 Algeria (various special categories of voter), Gibraltar*, Netherlands?*, UK
Belarus, Bermuda*, Croatia*, Czechia*, Georgia*, Iceland*, Italy*, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania*,
2020 Moldova*, Mongolia*, Montenegro*, Myanmar*, North Macedonia*, Republic of Korea#,
Romania*, Russia, Serbia, Seychelles, Singapore, Suriname*, Switzerland, Tajikistan
Mobile ballot box o : : - . . .
voting (36) Arlmenla (m-paﬂgnts and voters in prehmmar_y detentlc-n‘ centres),_Aruba (Vot_ers in hospitals,
prisons and nursing homes), Bulgaria* (restricted to various special categories of voters),
2021 Bulgaria* (permanently disabled and voters in Covid quarantine), Cyprus, Ecuador, Iran*, Israel,

Lao PDR, Moldova* (disabled voters), Mongolia* (restricted to various special categories of
voter), Portugal*, Slovenia* (ill voters and residents of care facilities), UK

Note: Countries that include an asterisk (*) extend SVAs for Covid-19 patients.

Source: International IDEA, Featured Cases of Risk Mitigation Measures during Covid-19—Global, <https:/www.idea.int/news-media/multimedia-reports/global-
overview-covid-19-impact-elections=>, accessed 6 September 2021.



the act of voting in elections

Voters

Political party
members/supporters

Candidates

Electoral officials

CSOs
representatives
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COVID-19 Risk Mitigation Measures during
National Elections and Referendums - Map
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and their impact on elections ‘20-'21

The focus shifted from fear of foreign interference to one where domestic disinformation rose as
an equally concerning phenomenon, amplified by (artificial) social media algorithms and
mainstream media. Key public figures, including state leaders and political actors act as “super-
spreaders”

An information environment increasingly difficult to navigate due to the overwhelming amount and
high variety of data and information, often conflicting. This unprecedented volume of potentially
false, misleading data and information flooded the users generating a reality vertigo.

Manipulation campaigns across online (and traditional) media intensified.

are restrictions related to the freedom of expression (under the pretext of tackling disinformation),
and media integrity.

Deficit of trust in authorities, alimented by online disinformation practices.

° Abusive limitations of the freedom of expression across the globe. The most worrisome violations

Incapacity by the online social media platforms to take measures that fit the dimension of the
problem and by media.

Online, gendered disinformation, discrimination and various other forms of
digital aggression have surged.

Internet shut downs/disruptions around elections.
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Sexual

online information environment in elections objectification

Discrimination

Threats

Cross platform

Hate speech harassment

Intimidation
Trolling Defamation
Doxing
Humiliation

Instigation to

violence Identity thief and

impersonation . . .
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Intersectionality?

INTERSECTION

INTERSECTIONALITY: “the interconnected nature of
social categorizations such as race, class, and
gender, regarded as creating overlapping and
interdependent systems of discrimination or
disadvantage”. Oxford

The online environment
adds an extra layer of vulnerability.

So does COVID-19.
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ﬁ- COVID-19 Global Monitor of COVID-19's impact on Democracy and Human Rights o Concerning developments Q. Developments towatch

Attributes

Updated 07:25am GMT, May 11, 2021
* Representative
Government

0 Fundamental Rights .

Access to Justice

Civil Liberties

+  Freedom of Expression

A Oy a1 il

Social Rights and
Equality

Pre-pandemic GSoD Indices 2019

W 0.00 - 0.388 Low performance 0.40 - 0.70 Mig-range performancs B 0.701-1.00 High performancs
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ensure inclusive electoral processes

Assess the specific needs of the marginalized groups
Assessment and across each phase of the electoral cycle and in relation
. to all the electoral processes and make the needed
adJUStment adjustments .
Take measures to protect the
Protection marginalized populations against
disinformation and hate speech, both in

the traditional media and online. .

Ensure the representation of the typically

Representation marginalized groups at all the levels of
the organizations involved in elections.

Consultation

Communication
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Thank you
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