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During 2020 and 2021, 
COVID19 has impacted 
the entire electoral cycle 
and all the actors involved 
in elections.
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Voter turnout trends in national elections and referendums 
held amid Covid-19 pandemic
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Timing

Political context

Implementation of of risk 
mitigation measures and use of 
Special Voting Arrangements (SVAs)

Free movement 
restrictions imposed 

to restrain the spread 
of the virus

Information 
environment 

around elections
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What influenced the turnout
in elections held amid

COVID-19?1

Participation challenges 
experienced by different 

(age) groups
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CSOs 
representatives

Electoral officials

Political party 
members/supporters

Candidates

But participation goes beyond 
the act of voting in elections

5

Voters
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The focus shifted from fear of foreign interference to one where domestic disinformation rose as 
an equally concerning phenomenon, amplified by (artificial) social media algorithms and 
mainstream media. Key public figures, including state leaders and political actors act as “super-
spreaders”
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An information environment increasingly difficult to navigate due to the overwhelming amount and 
high variety of data and information, often conflicting. This unprecedented volume of potentially 
false, misleading data and information flooded the users generating a reality vertigo.

Manipulation campaigns across online (and traditional) media intensified.

Abusive limitations of the freedom of expression across the globe. The most worrisome violations

are restrictions related to the freedom of expression (under the pretext of tackling disinformation),

and media integrity.

Deficit of trust in authorities, alimented by online disinformation practices.5
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Incapacity by the online social media platforms to  take measures that fit the dimension of the 
problem and by media.

Online, gendered disinformation, discrimination and various other forms of 
digital aggression have surged.

Trends in the online information space 
and their impact on elections ‘20-’21

Internet shut downs/disruptions around elections.
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Instigation to 
violence

Humiliation 

Hate speech

Doxing

Intimidation

Cross platform 
harassment

The malicious use of 
online information environment in elections

Defamation

Identity thief and 
impersonation

Threats

Sexual 
objectification

Discrimination

Trolling

Disinformation



www.idea.int

Who is at risk of 
being left behind?

Women 
49.6%

People with 
disabilities 15% Indigenous 

people
5%

Youth 
16%

Sexual and 
gender 
minorities

World population in 2021
7.8 billion

50.4%
Male, % of 

total 

population

49.6%
Female, %of 

total 

population

IDPs, 
refugees 
and 
migrants

Ethnic, 
religious and 
linguistic 
minorities
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Intersectionality?

INTERSECTION

INTERSECTIONALITY: “the interconnected nature of 
social categorizations such as race, class, and 
gender, regarded as creating overlapping and 
interdependent systems of discrimination or 
disadvantage”. Oxford

The online environment 
adds an extra layer of vulnerability

So does COVID-19.
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Steps to overcome marginalization and 
ensure inclusive electoral processes 

Assessment and 
adjustment

Protection

Representation

Consultation

Communication

Assess the specific needs of the marginalized groups 

across each phase of the electoral cycle and in relation 

to all the electoral processes and make the needed 

adjustments .

Take measures to protect the 

marginalized populations against 

disinformation and hate speech, both in 

the traditional media and online.  

Ensure the representation of the typically 

marginalized groups  at all the levels of 

the organizations involved in elections.

Include representatives of the 
historically marginalized groups 
in discussions and consultations.

Make sure the information is 

accessible for all the categories 

of marginalized populations. 
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Thank you
i.bicu@idea.int

@ingrid_ioana
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