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There is a paradigm shift under way in how international regulation works in the 21st century.
International regulation today increasingly includes new instruments, new actors as well as
newly emerging subject areas. In the context of rapid technological and societal change, soft
law instruments - i.e. non-legally binding texts that nevertheless contain some degree of
normative character – have gained in importance. While offering key advantages such as
conclusion, flexibility, and adaptability, their growing importance raises legitimate questions in
terms of their elaboration and adoption. For more than 70 years, the Council of Europe has
been advancing democracy, human rights, and the rule of law in Europe. With its long-standing
experience and expertise in these areas, the Council of Europe offers the ideal platform for an
exchange on the development and impact of international regulation in the 21st century.
The roundtable is jointly organised by the Delegation of the European Union and the
Permanent Representation of Switzerland to the Council of Europe, under the auspices of the
German Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers. Its purpose is to foster a better
understanding of how international regulation works in the 21st century while contributing to the
international discussion on the development and impact of new forms of regulation. To this
end, the first panel will examine the nature, function, and effectiveness of these new forms of
regulation and offer the various perspectives of the Council of Europe, the OECD, the EU and
Switzerland. The second panel will focus more specifically on the challenges set by these new
forms of regulation as well as their impact on human rights, democracy, and the rule of law.
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