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THE LAW OF UKRAINE
ON THE AUTONOMOUS REPUBLIC
OF CRIMEA

Article 1. The Autonomous Republic of Crimea is an
administrative and territorial autonomy within
the borders of Ukraine.

Article 2. The Autonomous Republic of Crimea independently
decides the issues which are within its jurisdiction
according to the Constitution of Ukraine, this law, and
other laws of Ukraine and the Constitution of the

Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

Article 3. The Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of
' Crimea, and also amendments and supplements to it
are adopted by the Supreme Rada of Crimea and
hecome enforceable after their adoption by the
- Supreme Rada of Ukraine.

Article 4. The Autonomous Republic of Crimea has a right to
adopt acts af legislature on the issues of its
competence which must not contradict the Constitution

. of Ukraine, this law and other laws of Ukraine, and also
the Constitution of the Autonamous Republic of
Crimea. '



. Article 5.

" Article 6.

"Article 7.

bT, QA

The laws of Ukraine adopted on the issues of
competence of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea
stay in force on the territory of Crimea until
analogous acts of legislature are adopted by the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

The Autonomous Republic of Crimea exists within the
barders of the former Crimean oblast of Ukraine. The
city of Sevastopal is an administrative and territorial
unit subordinated to the state and is not a part of the
Autonomous Repubtic of Crimea. The status of the

city of Sevastapol is determined by the laws of Ukraine.

The législature of the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea is the Supreme Rada of the Autonomous
Republic of the Crimea.

The body of executive power of the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea is the Government of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

The local authorities in the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea are villages, districts, cities, and city district
Radas and their executive bodies.

Courts of law, procuratar's offices, branches of the
Security Service of Ukraine and the Ministry of the
Interior of Ukraine in the Autonomous Republic of-
Crimea are formed and function according to the
Constitution and laws of Ukraine. '

State-symbols in the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea are the state symbols of Ukraine.
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Article 8.

pTs6°d -

The Autonomous Republic of Crimea can have its
own symbols: coat of arms, flag, anthem, the -order of

their usage is determined by laws of the Autonomous

Republic of Crimea. The usage of symbols of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea is possible only
together with the state symbols of Ukraine.

The state authorities of the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea are entitied to:

1., Interp}ete the laws of the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea and control compliance with them.

2., Decide on the issues of the administrative and
territorial system of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea
and define and change the boundaries of districts and
settlements, to relate settiements to the categories of
cities, to name and rename cities regions, districts and
cities and villages. ' '

3., Define the authority and order of functioning of

the republic's (of the Autonomous Republic.of

Crimea) state bodies and local state bodies
(local self-rule) and unions of citizens.

4., Fix the dates of the elections to the Supreme

Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimeaandto - o
nominate the members of the Central electoral

commitiee.

5., Hold referendums ct the Autonomous

Republic of Crimea on the issues which are

included in its jurisdiction.

6., Carry out the right of property on objects which
belong to the Autonemous Republic of Crimea.
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7., Define the structure and principle directions of
development of the economy of the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea, provide for the scientific and
technical progress to create and guarantee the
functioning of free-trade zones according to the
legislation of Ukraine, license and establish quotas
tor the export of its production. :

8., Work out and approve programmes on the
issues of economic, social and cultural
development and enviromental protection in the
Autonomous Repubiic of Crimea and fulfil them_

S., Establish the revenues which constitute the budget
of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

10., Work out and approve the budget of the
Autoriomous Republic of Crimea on the basis of the
uniform tax policies of Ukraine.

11., Identify localities as resort areas, define
the zones of sanitary protection of these resort areas
and their legal regime.

12., Decide on the issues of ecological safety, rational
utilization, protection, and renewal of natursal resources.

13., Create policies in the sphere of education, culture,
health care, physical culture and sport, social -
insurance, and also preservation and access to
historical and cuftural monumghts__.

Q

14., Participate in the protection of rights and freedom
" of citizens, national accord, and promate the
protection of legal order and civil safety.
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15., Develope and conduct scientifically based
demographic policies, programmes of urbanization and
housing.

16., Protect the use and development of
state and national languages and cultures on the
territory of the Autonoamous Republic of Crimea.

17., Take part in the development and fulfilment of
state programs of repatriation of the peoples deported
from Crimea. . :

18., Establish honorary titles of the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea. '

Other powers can be delegated to the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea by the laws of Ukraine.

Articles 9. The Autonomous Republic of Crimea participates in
the formation and realization of internal policy and
economic foreign relations of Ukraine on the issues of
competence of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

The Autonomous Republic of Crimea enters

relations with bodies of other states and international
organizations only in the spheres of ecohomics,
environmental protection and cultural co-operation
within the limits of competence, envisaged by this law
and other laws of Ukraine.

o

Articles 10. The Autonomous Republic of Crimea through the
Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic ot Crimea
has the right to initiate legislation to the Verkhowna
Rada of Ukraine.
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Articles 11.

Articles 12.

Articles 13.

The Autonomous Republic of Crimea in the body of
its legislative and executive powers and locai
powers guarantees to uphold on its territory the
Constitution and the laws of Ukraine, acts of the
President and the Govemmer_tt cf Ukraine, the
general governmental programmes, and the social
economic and cultural development.

The Verkhovna of the Autonomous Repubiic of
Crimea can address to the Constitutional Court of
Ukraine questions of applicability on the territory of
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea of the
legislative acts of Ukraine, decreas of the president
of Ukraine, acts of governmental executive power of
Ukraine, in the case of their constraining the
authority of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

In the case of decisions by the Constitutional Court of
Ukraine about the non applicability of legal acts of
Ukraine on the territory of the Autenomous ‘Republic of
Crimea, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine or the
president of Ukraine is obligated 1o reconsile this
legistative relationship which appeared as a
consequence of the application of these acts.

The legisiative powers of the Verkhovna Rada of the -
Autonomous Republic of Crimea can be canceled
before the full legislative term is completed, in case of:

1., If the Constitution of Ukraine or its laws are affected
and its decisions ars nat corrected accordingly.

2., It the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic
of Crimea has taken a decision which is aimed against
the territorial integrity of Ukraine or the unilateral
change of its national territorial regime.
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Article 14.

3., If after two months of the election of two third of
deputiesof the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea according to the election law,the
Verkhovna Rada cannot formulate the government of
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

The decision about the cancelation of the Verkhowna
Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea prior to its
tull term and the ordering of new slections of this Rada
will be taken by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.

In the case of canceling of the legaslative powers of the
Verkhovna Radag the Autanomous Republic of Crimea,
the goverriment of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea
will continus to fuifil its obligations unti! the formulation
of the new government by the Verkhovna Hada, based
on the next election.

‘Ukraine becomes the legal guarantor of the

Autonemous Repulic of Crimea, as foreseen by the
Constitution of Ukraine and by this law.

The President of Ukraine
L Kuchma

Kijev, 17th March, 1895
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APPENDIX

‘ Law of Ukraine
"On the statis of the autonomous Republic of Crimea” -

(Aprii 1992)

Article 1. The Republic of Crimea is an autonomous, constituent part of Ukraine and
independently decides questions assigned to its competence by the Constitution and laws
of Ukraine.

Axticle 2. The territory of the Republic of Crimea may not be changed or transferred ©
another state.

-

Article 3, Insofar as this does not contradict the Constitution of Crun‘c/aa, the competence *
of the Republic of Crimea, in the person of its highest organs of legislative and executive
~ power, embraces: -

(1} adopting, amending and integpreting the Constimation (Fundamentat Law) of the
Republic of Crimea and its laws, and monitoring their observance; -

(2) participating in the formation and execution of Ukraine's domestic and foreign
_ policy on questio.s wouching the Interests of the Republic of Crimea;

(3) resolving questions concerning the territorial structure of the Republic of -
Crimea, the establishment and alteration of the boundaries of districts and populated
areas, the upgrading of populated areas t0 the status of towns, and the naming and
rgnaming of towns, districts, districts within towns, settlerents and villages;

. (4) determining the form of organization and activity of republic (Republic of
Crimea) and local organs of power, administration, local self-government and citizeas'
organizations;

(5) calling elections of people's deputies of the Republic of Crimea and
determining the composition of the Central Electoral Commission for elections of people’s
deputies of the Republic of Crimea, calling elections of deputies to local Soviets of
people's deputies of the Republic of Crimea; )

(6) holding referendums of the Republic of Crimea on matters within its
competence; ' : .

(7) creating and esablishing orgins of judicial power in accordance with the
judicial system of Ukraine;" :

(8) exercising the inalienable right to the use of land, mineral wealth, plant and
animal lifc, recreational, water and other natural resources located on the territory of the
Republic of Crimea and on the part of the continental shelf of Ukraine belonging to the

Republic of Crimea;
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(9) within the bounds of its competence, exercising the legislarive regulation of
property relations and ensuring the equality of different forms of prapetty;

_ {10) determining the structures and priorities of the economic development of the
Republic of Crimea, assaring scientific and technical progress; setting up and overseeing
the functioning of free economic zones in accordance with Ukrainian legislation; licensing
and assigning quotas for the export.of goods produced in the Republic of Crimea;

(11) elaborating, approving and implementing programs relating to the economic,
‘social, and mational-cuitural development, and the protection of the environment, of the
Republic of Crimea; . .

(12) determining the budgetary. fevemnes of the Republic of Crimea;
" (13) drawing up and approving the budget of the Republic of Crimea; realising its '
. implementation; managing the organization and implementation of the budgets of the
districts and towns of the Republic of Crimea;

(14) designating localities as spas, setting zones of sanitary protection of health-
. resorts, and ensuring thar they function according to the law;

(15) deciding matters of ecological sec:17; the rational use, protection and
replenishment of patural resources; declaring quarantines and zones of natural disasters; -

(16) dertying out policy in the spheres of education, culture, health care, physical
culture and sports, social welfare, and protction and use of historical and caltural
WONUMEnts;

(17) guaranteeing the rights and freedoms of citizens, civic and national accord,
maintenance of law and order and public security;

(18) initiating the introduction of a state of emergency on the territory of the
Republic of Crimea; '

" (19). regulating internal migration in the Republic of Crimea, elaborating and
executing sci_entiﬁcally-baSCd demographic;, urbanisation and housing policies;

(20) guaranteeing the ﬁinctioning and development of national languages and
cultures on the territory of the Republic of Crimea; : :

(21) participating in the elaboration and execution of state programs for the
resettlement of peoples deported from Crimea;

(22) establishing honorary titles of the Republic of Crimea and instituting other
awards. : .

1 ' '
‘i Acticle 4. Within the bounds of its competence, the Republic of Crimea participates in
Ukraine's relations with otber states and international organizations. A
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Article 5. The establishment of military bases and other military instatlations, the transfer
and re-transfer of military units, units and sub-units of the National Guard of Ukraine,
and the setting up of new military units and units of the National Guard of Ukraine on the
seeritory of Crimea are effected in consultation with the Supreme Soviet of the Republic
of Crimea.

Article 6: The highest organs of power of the Republic of Crimea will be informed of the
holding of military exercises on the teriitory of Crimea.

Acticle 7. The head of the Security Service of Ukraine in the Republic of Crimea is
appointed by the President of Ukmaine in consulation with the Supreme Soviet of the
Republic of Crimea.

The Republic of Crimea exercises parliamentary oversight over the sctivity in the
Republic of Crimea of the Security Service of Ukraine. . :

Axticle 8. The Procurator of the Republic of Crimea is appointed by the Procurator
General of Ukraine in consultation with the Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Crimea.

Axticle 9. The Republic of Crimea takes part in the decision of questions relating to the
competence of Ukraine in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, the Cabinet of Ministers of

~ Ukraine and other state organs of Ukraine.

In the person of its Supteme Soviet, the Republic of Crimea exercises the right of
legislative initiative by submitting draft laws to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.

The forms and quotas of the representation of the Republic of Crimea in the organs of
state power of Ukraine are established by the Constimution and laws of Ukraine.

_ Atficle 10. Execation of the laws of Ukraine is compulsory on the territory of the

Republic of Crimea. Pending the adoption of 2 definitive deciston by the Constitutional
Court of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine may halt the operation of normative
acts of the Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Crimea if they contradict the Constitution
and laws of Ukyaine.

In the event that decistons of the Constitutional Court of Ukzaine are not observed, the —
President of Ukraine has the right to take the necessary measures to ensure their
observanee. )

Arficle 11. Pending the adoption of 2 definitive decision by the Constitutional Court of
Ukraine, the Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Crimea may hal¢ the execution of
normative acts of the organs of executive power of Ukraine on the territory of Crimea if
these infringe the plenary powers of the Republic of Crimea. ' '

The Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Crimea may appeal to the Constimtional Courtof -
Ukraine to declare inoperative normative acts of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine that
infringe the plenary powers of the Republic of Crimea. .
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In the event that the Constitutional Court of Ukraine declares inoperative, on the territory
of the Republic of Crimea, normative acts of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
or, when applicable, the President of Ukraine regulates the legal relations arising as a
result of the operation of these acts.

Arficle 12. Ukraine guarantees the full and unqualified exercise of the plenary powers of
the Republic of Crimea as established by the present Law.

Article 13, The plenary powers of the Republic of Crimea established by the present Law

may ot be changed without the agreement of the supreme legislative ofgans of Ukraine
- and the Republic of Crimea. ' :

Kyiv, 29 April 1992
L. Kravchuk, President of Ukraine
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