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To introduce the following Amendments to the Camnsional Court Law (the bulletin of the
Saeima and the Cabinet of Ministers No.14, 1996208l01997):

1 Wording ofAmendments drafted in September 198&ains in force.
Article 1 Wording of the 1996 Law remains unchanged.

2 Article 4 To substitute words "five years” in the secondt jpd Article 4 with words
"ten years”.

3 Article 7 Wording ofAmendments drafted in Septemid&99remains in force.
4 Article 11 Wording of Amendments drafted in September 199%iesin force.
5 Article 16 To express Clauses 4 — 6 of Artidléin the following wording:

"4) compliance of normativacts of the Cabinet of Ministers with the Constitntand
other laws, as well as compliance of normative asssied by institutions or officials
subordinatedo the Cabinet of Ministers with the Constitutiather laws and regulations of
the Cabinet of Ministers;

5) compliance of acts of the President ofSkete, Chairperson of the Saeima, the Cabinet
of Ministers and the Prime Minister with the Constitution aother laws in cases of
argument about the competence of the above peosanstitutions ;

6) compliance of normative acts issued byitungdns or officials confirmed, appointed or
elected by the Saeima with the Constitution aneolguws.”

6 Article 17
To delete Clause 4 of the first Part;

To regard former Clauses 5 and 6 of the first Rdirthe Article as Clauses 4 and 5
correspondingly;

To supplement the first Part with new Clauses @altbe following wording:

" 6) the Dome (Council) of municipality;

7) the State Human Rights Bureau;

8) a court, when reviewing an administrativejl@r criminal case;

9) a judge of the Land Registry, when enteriegl restate- or thus confirming property
rights on it — in the Land Book;

10) the I. variant: a person whose fundamental constitutinghts have been violated ;

the . variant: a person whose fundamental rights eistzdd by the Constitution have

been violated.”
To express the second, third and fourth Partsdridgtiowing wording:



(2) The following shall have the right to submit arplgation to initiate a case regarding
compliance of _normative actsf the Cabinet of Ministers with the Constitutiondaother
laws, as well as compliance of normative acts ddueinstitutions or officials subordinated
to the Cabinet of Ministers with the Constitutiather laws and regulations of the Cabinet of
Ministers (Article 16, Clause 4):

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7
8)
9)

the President of the State;

the Saeima;

not less than 20 members of the Saeima;

Prosecutor General,

the Dome (Council) of a municipality;

the Council of the State Control,

the State Human Rights Bureau;

a court when reviewing an administrative, civilooiminal case;

a judge of the Land Registry when entering readtest or thus confirming property
rights on it- in the Land Book;

10)the Flvariant — a person, whose fundamental constitatinghts have been violated ;

the 2%variant — a person, whose fundamental rights &skedal by the Constitution

have been violated.

(3) The following shall have the right to submit an kgadion to initiate a case
regarding compliance of acts of the President efState, the Saeima Chairperson,
the Cabinet of Ministerand the Prime Minister with the Satversme and roies

in cases wherompetence of the officials or institutions is stiened (Article 16,
Clause 5)

(4)

1) the President of the State;

2) the Saeima;

3) not less than twenty members of the Saeima,;
4) the Cabinet of Ministers;

The right to submit an application to initiate asearegarding compliance of
normative acts issued by other institutions oroidfs confirmed, appointed or
elected by the Saeima with the Constitution anarotaws (Article 16, Clause 6)
shall belong to:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7
8)

9)

the Saeima;

not less than twenty members of the Saeima;

Prosecutor General,

the Dome (Council) of municipalities;

the Council of the State Control;

the State Human Rights Bureau;

a court, when reviewing an administrative, civilooiminal case;

a judge of the Land Registry, when entering retdtes or thus confirming
property rights on it- in the Land Book;

the £ variant — a person whose fundamental constitatitights have been
violated;

the 2% variant — a person whose fundamental rights &skefol by the
Constitution have been violated.



To delete Clause 2 of the fifth Part;
To regard former Clauses 3 and 4 of the fifth RarClauses 2 and 3 correspondingly;
To supplement the fifth Part with new Clauses #-the following wording:

" 4) the State Human Rights Bureau;
5) a court when reviewing an administrativejl@v criminal case;
6) a judge of the Land Registry when enterira) estate — or thus confirming property
rights on it — in the Land Book;
7) the ¥ variant- a person, whose fundamental constitatidghts have been violated:;
the 2% variant- a person, whose fundamental rights &staal by the Constitution
have been violated.”

To delete Clause 4 of the seventh Part;
To regard former Clause 5 of the seventh Part agsgl4 correspondingly;
To supplement the seventh Part with new Clause8 -the following wording:

" 5) the Dome (Concil) of municipalities;

6) the State Human Rights Bureau;

7) a court, when reviewing an administrtieivil or criminal case;

8) a judge of the Land Registry, when enteriegl restate — or thus confirming the
property rights on it- in the Land Book;

9) the i\ variant — a person, whose fundamental constitatiaights have been
violated,;

the ¥, variant — a person, whose fundamental rightsbéisteed by the Constitution

have been violated.

Article 18. -

7 Consider the motion expressed in the fourth Paftrti€le 20 Clause 4

Article 19.
8 To express the title and the first Part of Artit&in the following wording:
” An application by the Dome (Council) of a municipaty
(1) The application by the Dome (Council) of a nujpality in accordance with the first
Part, Clause ,6the second Part, Clause the fourth Part, Clause &d the seventh Part,

Clause_5of Article 17 may be submitted only if the debd¢ahct violates the rights of the
respective municipality.



9 To supplement the text with Articles 19! and 19¢hia following wording:
"Article 191. Application by a court and a judge ofthe Land Registry
(1) The application shall be submitted if:

1) a court of general jurisdiction when reviewing a civil, criminal or administragicase in
the first instance, under the procedure of cassaiioappeal, holds that the norm to be
applied to the case does not comply with the lagain of higher force;

2) a judge of the Land Registry, when entering thé estate or confirming the right to the
property in the Land Book, is of the opinion tHa¢ thorm to be applied does not comply
with the norm (act) of higher force.”

(2) The application shall be expressed in the fofnra motivated decision. The decision is
adopted and signed by the court, which is reviewihg respective civil, criminal or
administrative case or by the judge of the Landi®eg entering real estate or confirming the
right to it in the Land Book.

(3) Documents, substantiating the decision of the couthe judge of the Land Registry,
shall be added to it. If necessary, the respecing criminal or administrative case is
added to the decision as well.

(4) Contesting of several acts in the decision of thertcor the judge of the Land Registry
is admissible if during the review of a civil, ciimal or administrative case or a request
to confirm property rights it is necessary to apglythe acts.

Article 192, Constitutional Claim (application)
(1) Any person who holds that...
the ' variant- his/her fundamental constitutional rightive been violated, ...
the 2% variant- his/her fundamental rights, establisbhgdthe Constitution, have been

violated...

... by applying a normative act, which is not in cdiaupce with the legal norm of higher
force, may submit a claim (an application) to tlan&titutional Court.

(2) The constitutional claim shall be submitted onlyeafexhausting the ordinary legal
remedies (a claim to a higher institution or otiicia claim or application to a court of

general jurisdictioretc.).

(3) A constitutional claim may be submitted to the Guuagonal Court within six months
from the date of the decision of the last instintbecoming effective.

(4) Submitting of the constitutional claim does not mared the execution of the court
decision, with an exception of cases whenGestitutional Court has decided otherwise.




(5) Besides, the contents of the constitutional claapp(ication) mentioned in the first Part
of Article 18 of this Law, shall be supplementedhnsubstantiation that:

1) the . variant: the fundamental constitutional rightstoé applicant have been
violated,;
the 2%variant: the fundamental rights of the applicastablished by the
Constitution have been violated:;

2) all the ordinary legal remedies have been exhausteithere are no other legal
remedies.

(6) One shall add to the constitutional claim:
1) explanations and documents, which are necessasizéoup the conditions of the
case;
2) documents, confirming the fact that all ordinarygde remedies have been
exhausted.

10 To express Articl@0 in the following wording:
"Article 20. Initiating a case or refusal to initiate a case

(1) The Panel, consisting of three judges, investigales application and takes the
decision to initiate a case or refuses to initigte

(2) The Panel is elected for a year by an absolute ntyapote of the entire total of the
judges;

(3) Rules of Procedure of the Constitutional Court eiee the procedure of appointing
the Panels to review a case as well as the proeenfusubstituting a judge, who is
unable to attend the session of the Panel becdumsalth or other justified reasons;

(4) When reviewing the applications the Panel expedsribe right of refusing to initiate
a case if:

1) the case is not within the jurisdiction of the Citnsional Court;

2) the applicant is not entitled to submit the appiag

3) the application does not comply with the requireteari Articles 18 or 19-192
of this Law.

4) the application on an already reviewed claim hantsaibmitted.

(5) When reviewing the constitutional claim, the Pamely refuse to initiate a case if the
legal justification of the claim is evidently in$igfent to satisfy the appeal.

(6) The Panel adopts the decision to initiate a case mfuse initiating it within a month
of receiving the submitted application. In compiezh cases the Constitutional Court
may adopt the decision to extend this term to tvemtms.

(7) The decision of the Panel on initiating a caseefwging to initiate a case is allowing
of no appeal.

(8) If a decision to initiate a case has been adoptea, within three days of adopting the
decision:

1) a copy of the decision shall be forwarded to th#igipants in the case;
2) a copy of the application shall be forwarded to ith&itution or official who
issued the disputable act;



3) the institution or official who issued the dispu&hct is requested to submit a
written reply describing the true circumstances &ghl justification of the
case by the date set by the judge of the ConstitatiCourt;

4) information on initiating the case, naming the &anhich has initiated the
case and the applicant, as well as the subjechefctse is forwarded for
publication in the newspaper "Latvijagstnesis”.

(9) If a decision to refuse to initiate a case is addpthe copy of the decision shall be
forwarded to the applicant within three days ofatiboption, but in cases when the
application has been submitted by not less thantloing of the Saeima deputies- to
their authorized representative.

11 To delete Article?1.

12 Article 22.
To express the text of Artic?2 in the following wording:

(1) When the case has been initiated, the Chi@gn of the Constitutional Court
authorizes one of the judges to prepare the caseview.

(2) When preparing the case for review, the guifigf is necessary:

1) requests the applicant or the institution or o#ficiwho has issued the
disputable act, as well as any other state or npadignstitution to submit
additional explanations and
documents;

2) takes a decision on which persons to invite andests
them to submit their viewpoint;

3) takes a decision on the netess$investigation by experts.

(3) If the judge has taken a decision on it, ams@e, hearing whose viewpoint can advance
objective and versatile review of the case, mayelgarded as an invited person.

(4) The viewpoint of the invited person, conclusiontlod expert, the requested explanations
and other documents shall be submitted on thed#germined by the judge.

(5) The judge takes a decision on requests expressekebyarticipants in the case. If the
judge partially or completely rejects the requbsfshe takes a decision on it. The copy of
the decision is forwarded to the participant whe bapressed the request. The decision
on partial or complete rejection of the requesinial and may not be appealed.

(6) To encourage objective, versatile and quick prooéssview two or more cases may be
combined into one case, as well as one case mdiyibled into two or more cases.

(7) The case shall be prepared within not more thagetimonths. In especially complicated
cases the Constitutional Court in the body of thjuslges at the organizational session
may adopt a decision to extend this term but natntzan by two months.



(8) The judge completes the preparation of the casea lecision. If he/she is of the
viewpoint that the case may be reviewed in a wrigpeocess, he/she includes it in the
decision;

(9) The preparation of the case shall be completed bgcision of the Chairperson of the
Constitutional Court to forward the case for revi@ppointing the body of the Court and
setting the time and place of the organizationssies;

(10) At the organizational session the judges take &idecon:

1) holding the Court proceedings in writing, if thed@ge, who has prepared the
case for review, expresses a motion on it;

2) the time and place of the Court session;

3) other issues connected with the review of the aatige Court session.

(11) The Court session shall be set down not earlier ftiladaysand not later than three
months after the adoption of the decision on time tandplace of the Court session.

(12) If the case is reviewed at the Court session vkighparticipants in the case taking part,
then not later than 15 days before the session:

1) participants in the case shall be notified of threetand place of the session;
2) notice of the time and place of the session stefopwarded for publication in
the newspaper "Latvija 86tnesis”;

(13) If the decision on the Court proceedings iiting has been adopted, the participants in
the case shall be notified about it.

13 Article 23:

To supplement the second part with the fifth seceten the following wording:

"In cases, when not less than twenty members oStema have submitted the application, it
is not forbidden to perform procedural actions eifeéhe term of authority of one or several
deputies has expired;”

After the second Part to supplement with the riavd tPart in the following wording:

" (3) If the conformity with the legal norm of high legal force, adopted or issued by an
official or institution, which does not exist anyone and which has no legal successor is
challenged, the institution or official, who is hatized to declare the disputable act null and

void or change it, shall be regarded as the ppditiin the case.

To regard the former third Part as the fourtht.Par



14 Article 25

Amendments drafted in September 1999 remain ireforc

15 To express the text of Articl6 in the following wording:

" (1) The procedure for reviewing cases is provitbgdthis Law and the Rules of Procedure
of the Constitutional Court. Issues not regulatethe Law and the Rules shall be determined
by the Constitutional Court.

(2) The participants in the case (with an excepdf the representatives of legal persons),
who do not know the language of the proceedings liae right of making use of the services
of an interpreter. Expenses for the services ofinterpreter are covered by the participant
himself/herself.”

16 To express the text of Artic7 in the following wording:
" (1) Sessions of the Constitutional Court shalldpen except in cases when this is contrary

to the interests of protecting state secrets, camialesecretsas well as protecting the
inviolability of the privatelife of a person.

(2) Persons, present at the Court session m&sg mvatten notes and audio records, while
seated in their places. During the Court sessideovirecording, photographing as well as
audio recording outside the places envisaged ®mptiblic may be accomplished only with
the agreement of the Chairperson of the Court@essid so as not to intrude upon the Court
process.

(3) The Constitutional Court adopts the decisabout reviewing the case at a closed
session. The case shall be reviewed at a closesiosesbserving all the provisions for
proceedings. The Court decision shall be annoupabticly in all events.

17 To express the text of Artic8in the following wording:

(1) Decisions during the Court session are taken byrthprity of vote of the body of the
judges reviewing the case, discussing the issubsran the conference chamber or the
Court hall. If the decision is taken in the confexe chamber, then only the judges shall
be present in the above chamber. Viewpoints expdedaring voting shall not be made
public. If the decision has been taken in the c@mfee chamber, the Chairperson of the
Court session announces it after returning to therthall

(2) The session of the Constitutional Court is openethb Chairperson of the Court session.
He/she shall announce the members of the Courticipants in the case and other
persons involved in the case and check their ieatid authorizations.

(3) If a participant in the case or another person lied in it has not appeared, the
Chairperson of the Court session ascertains ipdreon has been duly notified about the
Court session and whether the reasons of his/eappearance are known.

(4) If a participant, who has been duly notified abitngt Court session, has not appeared, the
judges shall take a decision on beginning or sudipgnthe review of the case. If an
invited person, a witness, an expert or interprdétas not appeared at Court, the
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Chairperson of the Court session discusses thebiiigsof reviewing the case without
the presence of a witness, an expert and an ieterpwith the participants. After
listening to the viewpoint of the participants, tBeurt takes a decision to start or to
suspend the review of the case.

(5) The review of the case in essence begins withepert of the judge.

(6) After the report, participants in the case desctiteetrue circumstances of the case and
the legal justification. The applicant is given flaor the first.

(7) Afterwards, if necessary, the floor is given to tineited personsviewpoints of the
experts are heard and witnesses are questioned.

(8) Next follow Court debate and remarks

(9) The session of the Constitutional Court ends with announcement by the Chairperson
of the Court session of the time the Decision bélannounced.

(10)The process of the Constitutional Court sessiorl slearecorded on audiotape, and a
stenographic report shall be prepared from it. §le@ographic report shall be attached to
the Court record. Th€hairperson of the Court session and the secrstalf sign the
Court record.

18 To supplement with Article8! and 284n the following wording:
" Article 28t. Court proceedings in writing

(1) In cases, when the documents attached to the cfiseesit is possible to hold Court
proceedings in writing, without the participantscase attending the Court session. The
decision to hold Court proceedingswriting is taken under the procedure determiimed
the tenth Part of Article 22 of this Law.

(2) Court proceedings in writing shall be held and Decision shall be reached in the
conference chamber.

Article 282. Procedural sanctions

(1) In cases determined by this Article, the Court mpgly the following sanctions:
1) warning;
2) turning out of the Court hall;
3) fine.

(2) Warning is expressed to a person who does not wbdee rules of behavior and intrudes
upon the process of review.

(3) Turning out of the Court hall may be applied inegswhen the person, who has been
warned, is repeatedly called to order. Persongptewho are not participants in the case
or other persons involved in the case are turngdbguthe Chairperson of the Court
session. If a representative of the participanthe case — an institution or official-has
been turned out of the Court hall, the institutmmofficial he/she represents is notified
about it.

(4) The Court may impose fine in the following cased & the sum of:

1) if the participant in the case, an invited persam.expert, witness or interpreter
does not appear at the Court session becausesoinethe Court considers to be
unjustified — with the fine up to one hundred lats;

2) if the participants in the case or other personslied in the case, who have
been warned, are repeatedly called to order duhiagCourt session — with the
fine up to one hundred fifty lats.
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(5) A copy of the Court decision (excerpt from the Gaercord) on imposing of the fine is
forwarded to the person who has been fined.

(6) Within 10 days after receiving the copy of the dami, the person who has been fined
may ask the Constitutional Court to reduce the stithe fine or to exempt him/her from
the fine altogether.

(7) The fine is collected under the procedure enviségyeithe Law on proceedings.

19 To express the text of ArticB9 in the following wording:

(1) Proceedings in the case may be closed before ta diecision is announced by a
decision of the Constitutional Court:

1) upon a written request of the applicant;

2) if the disputed legal norm (act) is no longer ifeef;

3) if the legal norm (act) compliance with which haseb challenged is no longer in

effect.
(2) The Constitutional Court with its decision closesgeedings in a case before the final
decision is announced if:

1) the Constitutional Court finds that texision on initiating the case does not comply
with the provisions of Article 20;

2) a decision on the same issue has tbeaared in another case.

(3) Changes in the body of an elected institution gasement of an official after the
application has been submitted does not servesaffiaient reason to refuse initiating a
case or to close proceedings

(4) If the decision to close proceedings has been adoptithin three days the copy of it
shall be forwarded to the participants in the cas# the newspaper "Latvijass$tnesis”
to be published.

20 In Article 30
To supplement the first part with the second sexgem the following wording:

" During the voting only those judges who are ie thody of the Court shall be in the
conference hall.”

To express the fourth and the fifth Parts in tHe¥ang wording:

" (4) The Decision shall be reachadt later than 30 dayafter the Constitutional Court
session. Not later than three days after reacthiedecisiorit shall be forwarded to the
participants in the case.

(5) The Chairperson of the Court session sigaecision.”

21 Article 31 -wording of Amendments drafted in September 199%resin force.

22 In Article 32;
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To substitute the wording of the third Part: ” ..cdthe date of announcing the verdict of the
Constitutional Court” with ”...as of the date of pidation of the Constitutional Court
Decision.

The fifth part - wording of the 1996 Law remainghbanged.
23 To express the first Part of Article 33 in the éoling wording:
" (1) The Decision of the Constitutional Court dHag published in the newspaper "Latvijas

Vestnesis” and in the gazette "Latvijas Republigeeimas un Ministru Kabinetandiajs’
not later than within five days of being reached

24 In Transitional Provisions:
To delete Provisions No.1, 2 and 5.

To regard former Provisions No.2 and 3 as No.12Zodrrespondingly.



