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BASIC PROVISIONS FOR THE CONCEPT OF REFORMING THERSTITUTION OF
THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

The RA Constitution adopted in 1995 has played ssemtial role in the development of
democracy and its irreversibility, in finding comstional solutions in critical situations, in the
gradual establishment of state power instituti@msl in the provision of guarantees for human
rights protection. Also, another evidence of tlatthe positive process of accession of the
Republic of Armenia to the Council of Europe, whismow in its final stage.

At the same time, the current processes in theakdomain, the constitutional practice, the new

problems of social relations development and theaeoement of democracy demand certain

constitutional reforms. The need for that has nestiand become a subject of broad discussions
amongst specialists, as well as in social and ipalitdiscourse. General approaches and

fundamentally different stances are also noteworthy

Constitutional reforms have been necessitateddiratl by the following problems:

1. RA Constitution lacks a clearly defined approachhtoman rights as an ultimate value;
besides, human dignity is stipulated not as anoblgieconstitutional law but as an object of
criminal and civil law, the approach to this isstlearacteristic of the former Soviet legal
system has not been overcome. The State, witliniiée tbranches of power and local self-
government, performs the function of a mechanisnplementing human rights and
freedoms. Hence, the enrichment and reinforcemfethieoso-called human dimension in the
Constitution is regarded as the main direction oh€itutional reform. Meanwhile, over the
last five years, a number of contradictions haverged which exist between the provisions
of RA Constitution and the reality in various spFgepf domestic political, economic, social
and cultural life, which directly influence the stibn of the problem of worthy human life.
The prevalent role of natural human rights hasbeein specified, there is no clear distinction
between the right and law, moreover, there is ayeianf subordination of the right to the
law. The main problem of the reform is: to achid¢ive ultimate goal of ensuring maximum
implementation of human rights and freedoms inRkeublic of Armenia through procedure
and structure of state governance and politicaksys

2. There is inconsistency in the implementation of phieciple of separation of powers; the
existence of separated, mutually checking and baignegislative, executive and judicial
powers is deficiently ensured. In particular, thecp of the RA President is not clear in the
system of state power, as well as the Presideaspansibility in the sphere of executive
power. Also, there is a need to specify the plaakrale of the institution of Prime Minister
in the system of executive power ;

The efficiency of lawmaking and the actual supemysrole of the RA National Assembly are
not high, and essential improvements are possibla eesult of certain constitutional reforms,
particularly, by granting greater independence,olgrruling the exclusive right of the RA
President to dissolve the National Assembly (AeticB4), and by reinforcing the

! Basic provisions were endorsed by the working groithe Venice commission during discusssionsrasisourg
on April 25-26, 2000.
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counterbalancing influence of the National Assemilyen other branches of power perform
their actions.

3. The problems of constitutional guarantees for tidependence of judicial power require a

5.

number of new fundamental approaches. In this mspeticles 94, 95, 101 and 103 in the
Judicial Power Section of the Constitution are éch of revision. As a result of reforms an
administrative court may be created whose missiastrhe the provision of compliance of
government decrees and other secondary legislaiia to laws by means of their
overruling, in case of their contradiction to la&qually important is the creation of
specialised courts (economic, military, revenue,)ethe need for which must be clearly
stipulated in the Constitution. The necessity arige establish a representative body and
independently functioning magistrate council torguree the self-governance of the judicial
power. The system of constitutional justice mustdmee more efficient by completing and
summarising the list of subjects and objects oktitutional supervision.

The methodological approach Territorial Governance and Local Self-Governm&eiction

of the Constitution must be fundamentally revieviearder to overcome confusion and to
regard local self-government as an independent deatio institutional system of the

society, by stipulating necessary and sufficientnstibutional guarantees for the

independence of local self-government, in ordeensure that local self-government is not
considered a subordinate link of governance derifredn state governance, but an
independent democratic sub-system of the society.

Also, there is a need to clarify and edit the laagguof certain Articles in order to eliminate
some inner contradictions.

As a result of the first meeting with the workingpgp of the Venice Commission and with due
notice taken of its subsequent report, the conoEBtA Constitutional reforms shall be based on
the followwing approaches:

1.

The starting point is the basic principle accordiagwhich natural and inalienable human
rights and freedoms must be recognised by the atatn ultimate value, must be provided
with guaranteed protection, and must prescribe rthire and limitations of power as
implemented by the state and the people, beingdbasehe need to stipulate constitutional
guarantees for human dignity.

Constitutional norms must promulgate not just citutsdnal human rights, but also
extremely clearly define the guarantees for theiplementation and the liabilities of the
state and the limits for restricting of certainhtis)

It is necessary to provide proportionality and hamgn between basic constitutional
principles, on the one hand, and the norms and amesims providing for their
implementation, on the other hand.

The principles of the supremacy of right and tHe af law must be clearly stipulated in the
Constitution; the supreme role of the Constituiiothe system of legal acts and the supreme
role of law as concerns secondary legislation rhasdefined.
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It is necessary to overcome drawbacks and shortigsmin the implementation of the
principle of separation of powers by means of aipglya systemic approach. Particularly:

to clarify the place of the RA President in theteys of state power;

to clarify the RA President-National Assembly-Gaweent relations, to complete the
framework of functions, powers, and checks andrzaa in these relations;

to clarify the RA President-judicial power relatirin order to enhance the constitutional
guarantees for the independence of judicial power;

to discuss the issue of establishment of otheritiisinal structures of state power
(independent magistrate council, state council, dhmbudsman institution, etc.) from the
point of view of reinforcement of institutional prequisites for the implementation of the
principle of separation of powers;

to discuss the problems of improvement of the diess/ of the National Assembly and the
reinforcement of its supervisory authorities, imtjgallar, with reference to the possibility to
adopt organic (constitutional) laws.

The Constitutional provisions concerning judicialwer need reforming. These must follow
from principles, definitions of authority and sttuee which provide and guarantee:

the operational, institutional, financial and sbamependence of judicial power, which will
guarantee the uninhibited implementation of theegudf this brunch of power;

the provision of competence, independence and tmpgr of judges, as a guarantee of
efficient judicial protection of human and civigtits;

the participation of an independent constitutionadly in the selection and appointment of
judges, in the provision of independence of judgéen in the line of duty, disciplinary
supervision and termination of authorities;

the establishment of a clear-cut system of theaaitiss of the judicial system institutions
and their working relations;

the uninhibited implementation of the citizens ddosonal right for justice, and the
guaranteed provision of the supremacy of the Cunistn;

the creation of real guarantees of self-governamtiee judicial system.

The reform of Constitutional provisions concerniogal self-government requires a clear
methodological approach. The basic principles & tRuropean Charter of Local Self-
Government” must serve as the foundation for gatyiding the establishment of a clear-cut
democratic system for local self-government inRegpublic of Armenia.

On the basis of the above conceptual approache®litbeiing amendments to the Constitution
of RA are deemed necessary.



CHAPTER 1
The Foundations of Constitutional Order

Article 1. The Republic of Armenia is a sovereign, democrstide, based on social justice and
the rule of law.

Article 2. In the Republic of Armenia power lies with the pksop

The people exercise their power through free elastiand referenda, as well as through state
and local self-governing bodies and public offisiads provided by the Constitution. The
usurpation of power by any organization or indidatloonstitutes a crime.

Article 3. The elections of the President, the National Assgmibd local self-governing bodies
of the Republic of Armenia, as well as referenda,leeld based on the right to universal, equal
and direct suffrage by secret ballot.

Article 4. The Republic of Armenia recognizes fundamental huritghts and freedoms as a
right having direct effect and as a supreme valneexcercising power the people and the state
shall be limited by this right The state guarantees the protection of humansrighd freedoms
based on the Constitution and the laws, in accamlanith the principles and norms of
international law.

Article 5. State power shall be exercised in accordance WwérCbonstitution and the laws based
on the principle of the separatiand balancingof the legislative, executive and judicial powers.
State and local self-governanceéodies and public officials may execute only swuits as
authorized by legislation.

Article 6. The supremacy of the ldwight and the rule of lawshall be guaranteed in the
Republic of Armenia.

The Constitution of the Republic has supreme joabiforce, and its norms are applicable
directly.

Laws found to contradict the Constitution as wsllather juridical acts found to contradict the
Constitution and the law shall have no legal force.

Laws shall take effect only after official publizat. Unpublished juridical acts pertaining to
human rights, freedoms, and duties shall have mdigal force.

International treatieshall enter into effect fasigned on behalf of the Republic of Armepialy
following their ratification or endorsemenshall be implemented only following their
ratification. International treatiesf the Republic of Armenighat have been ratified are a
constituent part of the legal system of the ReputiliArmenia If norms are provided in these
ratified internationaltreaties other than those provided by laws ofRepublic, then the norms
provided in the treaty shall prevail.

% The text in underlined italics represents amendm#rat have been mutually agreed over.
® The highlighted text is suggested to be removetaved.
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International treaties that contradict the Consttu may be ratified after making a
corresponding amendment to the Constitution.

The prosecdure for concluding international treatshall be defined by law.

Article 7. Theigeological pluralism and thenultiparty system is recognized in the Republic of
Armenia.

Parties are formed freely and promote the formuitatind expression of the political will of the
people. Their activities may not contravene thesfiastion and the laws, nor may their structure
and practice contravene the principles of democracy

Parties shall ensure the openness of their finbactavities.

7.1 The church in the Republic of Armenia is sefafeom the state. The Republic of Armenia
recognizes the traditional and exceptional rol¢hsf national Armenian Apostolic Church in the
spiritual life of the Armenian people, in develapimational culture and preserving the nation,
as well as, in a procedure defined by law, accémsreedom of other religious organisations to
operate in the Republic of Armenia.

7.2 The armed forces of the Republic of Armeniacatked upon to ensure the security, defence
and territorial inviolability of the Republic of Arenia. The armed forces shall maintain
neutrality in other issues pertaining to politicsdadomestic life and shall remain under political

oversight.

Article 8. The right to property is recognized and protectedhie Republic of Armenia. The
owner of property may dispose of, use and manageptopertyor the results of his/her
intellectual propertyat his or her discretion.

The right to property may not be exercised so asatse damage to the environment or infringe
on the rights and lawful interests of other perssosiety, or the state.

The state shall guarantee the free developmentegu@l legal protection of all forms of
property, the freedom of economic activity and fee®nomic competitiorAbuse of dominant
market position, illicit restriction of competiticand unfair competition is prohibited.

monopoliegnaybe definedby thelaw.

The right to property may not be exercised so asatse damage to the environment or infringe
on the rights and lawful interests of other pers@miety, or the state.

Article 9. The foreign policy of the Republic of Armenia shiadl conducted in accordance with
the norms of international law, with the aim of additshing good neighborly and mutually
beneficial relations with all states.

Article 10. The state shall ensure the protection and repraguct the environment and the
rational utilization of natural resources.

Article 11. Historical and cultural monuments and other cultvedues are under the care and
protection of the stateThe state shall establish the necessary conditiondree access to
national values.
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Within the framework of principles and norms ofemtational law, the Republic of Armenia
shall promote the protection of Armenian historiGald cultural values located in other
countries, and shall support the development ofékiain educational and cultural life.

Article 11.1The Marzes and communities shall be ddministrative-territorial units of the
Republic of Armenia. The names and borders of adtrative-territorial unitsshall be defined

by law.
Article 12. The state language of the Republic of ArmeniagsAhmenian.

Article 13. The flag (image 32)of the Republic of Armenia isdfor made of three horizontal
and equal strips of red, blue, and orange.

The coat of arms (image 33) of the Republic of Amraelepicts, in the center on a shield, Mount
Ararat with Noah's ark and the coats of arms offthe kingdoms of historical Armenia. The
shield is supported by a lion and an eagle whigvard, a branch, a sheaf, a chain and a ribbon
are portrayed under the shield.

The national anthem of the Republic of Armeniahis tOur Fatherland."

The capital of the Republic of Armenia is Yerevanimgge 9).

CHAPTER 2
Fundamental Human and Civil Rights and Freedoms

Article 14. The procedures for acquiring and terminating citstep of the Republic of Armenia
are determined by law. Individuals of Armeniansirighall acquire citizenship of the Republic
of Armenia through a simplified procedure.

A citizen of the Republic of Armenia may not beitizen of another state simultaneously.

No one may be deprived of the citizenship of thmuBle&e of Armenia, as well as of the right to
change citizenship.

A citizen of the Republic of Armenia may not beaeiied to a foreign state, with the exception
of the cases provided for by international treatdésghe Republic of Armenia. The decision on
extradition may be appealed in a court of law.

Citizesn of the Republic of Armeniashall enjoy phetection of the Republic of Armeniaon the
territory of the Republic of Armenia and outsidatefborders.

Article 15. Natural and inalienable human dignity, as an int@dgioundation of human rights
and freedoms, shall be respected and protectecheystate.Citizens, regardless of national
origin, race, sex, language, creed, political dreotpersuasion, social origin, wealth or other
status,are equal before the lavgre entitled to all the rights and freedoms, amojext to the
duties determined by the Constitution and the laws.

Article 16. All are equal before the laand the courand shall be given equal protection of the
law without discrimination.

Article 17. Everyone has the right to life.
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Until such time as it is abolished, the death pgnalday be prescribed by law for particular
capital crimes, as an exceptional punishm@ath penalty is prohibited in the Republic of
Armenia, with the exception of the period of maitas.

Article 18. Everyone is entitled to freedom and the right tosbeure in their person. No one
may be arrested or searched except as prescribdéalwvbyA person may be detained only by
court order and in accordance with legally presatiprocedures.

Every person shall have the right to apply to aesigy court with a request to check the legality
and justified nature of his/her detention.

Every person shall have the right, pursunt to a cedure and bases defined by law,
toindemnification of damagecaused by his/her flicrest or detention.

No one may be arrested, detained or deprived ofdmen only for non-performance of
contractual obligations.

Article 19. No one may be subjected to torture and to treat@uethfpunishment that are cruel or
degrading to the individual's dignity.

All persons that are arrested, detained or deprivddfreedom enjoy the right of humane
treatment and respect towards their digniyo one may be subjected to scientifiagluding
medical experimentation without his or her consent.

Article 20. Everyone is entitled to defend his or her privatel damily life from unlawful
interference and defend his or her honor and réipatérom attack.

The gathering, maintenance, use and disseminafigtkegally obtained information about a
person's private and family life are prohibited.

Everyone has the right to confidentiality in hist@r correspondence, telephone conversations,
mail, telegraph and other communications, which maly be restricted by court ordand, in
individual urgent cases provided by law, prior tacaurt order in a procedure prescribed by
law.

Article 21. Everyone is entitled to privacy in his or her owmedling. It is prohibited to enter a
person's dwelling against his or her own will exaepder cases prescribed by law.

A dwelling may be searched only by court orded, in individual urgent cases provided by law,
prior to a court order in a procedure stipulated layv.

Article 22. Every citizenpersonis entitled to freedom of movement and residendahinvthe
territory of the Republic.

Everyone has the right to leave the Republic.
Every citizen is entitled to return to the Republic

Article 23. Everyone is entitled to freedom of thought, consoée and religion. The freedom to
exercise one's religion and beliefs may only béricded by law on the grounds prescribed in
Article 44 and 45 of the Constitution.
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Article 24. Everyone is entitled to assert his or her opinido.one shall be forced to retract or
change his or her opinion.

Everyone is entitled to freedom of speech, inclgdithe freedom to seek, receive and
disseminate information and ideas through any nmedaf information, regardless of state
borders.

The freedom of press and other media shall be aqueeal.

24.1 Everyone shall have the right to submit agpiansor proposals to and receive adequate
answers from competent state and local self-goveradodieswith respect to the protection of
his/hert individual or social rights.

Article 25. Everyone has the right to form associations witieofpersons, including the right to
form or join trade unions.

Every citizen is entitled to form political parti@sth other citizens and join such parties. These
rights may be restricted for persons belonging e armed forces and law enforcement
organizations.

No one shall be forced to join a political partyasisociation.

The operation of associations, including partiesyire suspended or prohibited only through a
ruling of a court of law.

Article 26. Citizens are entitled to hold peaceful and unarmeetings, rallies, demonstrations
and processions.

Article 27. Citizensof the Republic of Armeniaho have attained the age of eighteen yeaes
entitled to participate in the government of thatestdirectly or through their freely elected
representatives.

The law may define suffrage in elections to loe#itgovernance bodies for persons that are not
citizens of the Republic of Armenia.

Citizens found to be incompetent by a court ruliagduly convicted of a crime and serving a
sentence may not vote or be elected.

The law may define additional limitations on thdfisge in elections to local self-governance
bodies.

27.1 Citizens have the right to be accepted intdl siervice on general terms stipulated by
law.The principles and procedure for organizatidrcivil serviceshall be defined by law.

Article 28. Everyone is entitled to private property and intagrce. Foreign citizens and persons
without citizenship shall not have the right to oland, except in cases prescribed by law.
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Citizens may use state and community property, pursuant to law, in order to satisfy their
needs. *

The owner may be deprived of private property diyya court in cases prescribed by law.

Private property may be alienated for the needsoofety and the state only under exceptional
circumstances, with due process of law, and wikbr @quivalent compensation.

Everyone is entitled to engage in entrepreneurigkrations not prohibited by law. The
limitations pertaining to the implementation ofshight shall be defined by law.

Article 29. Everyonecitizen is entitled to freedom of choice in emptmnt.

The state shall implement the targeted program of efficient employment and reduction of
unemployment. It is prohibited to permanently employ children under 16 years of age. The
procedur e and terms for their tempooraryt employment shall be defined by law.®

Everyone is entitled to wages that are fair antldh& no lower than the minimum established by
law the stateas well aso working conditions which meet sanitary and safequirements.

CitizensWorkersare entitled to strike in the defense of theimsenic, social and work interests.
The procedures and restrictions applicable to xleectse of this right shall be prescribed by law.

Article 30. Everyone is entitled to rest.

The maximum work period, rest days, and minimumatian of annual paid vacation shall be
prescribed by law.

Article 30.1Everyone is entitled to live in an environment faable for his or her health and
well-being and must personally as well as togethath otherspreserve and improve the
environment.

The state shall implement policies ensuring enwvirental security for the current and
subsequent generations.

Public officials shall beheld responsible for ceating environmental informationor refusing
access to it.

Article 31. Every onecitizen is entitled to an adequate standard afdifor himself or herself
and his or her family, to adequate housing, as a&lto the improvement of living conditions.
The state shall provide the essential means tdetiad exercise of these rights.

Article 32. The family is the natural and fundamental cell ofisty. Family, motherhood, and
childhood are placed under the care and protecofisociety and the state.

Women and men enjoy equal rights when entering mnéoriage, during marriege, and in the
course of divorce.

* The bold underlined text represents suggestiortedommittee on Constitutional reform under thesiRlent's
Office.
® Text in bold represents suggestions still undscutsion.
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32.1 Ther parents are entitled to and must careth@r upbringing, health, full and harmonious
development and education of their children.

Divesting of parental rightsor limiting thereof még implemented only through a ruling of a
court of law, in a procedure defined by law.

Adult capabler persons must take care of their jpaddle or needy parents.

Article 33. Every citizen is entitled to social security duriolg age, disability, sickness, loss of
an income earner, unemployment and in other casssnibed by law.

Article 34. Everyone is entitled to the preservation of healtie provision of medical care and
services shall be prescribed by law.

The state shall put into effect health care pradegbrograms for the population and promote the
development of sports and physical education.

Article 35. Everyonecitizen is entitled to education.

Basic general education is mandatory for the citzef the Republic of Armenia, with the
exception of the cases provided for by law. The haay define a higher level of mandatory
education.

Education shall be free of charge in statedl communitysecondary educational institutions.
Every citizen shall have the right to receive free of tuition higher and other specialized
education in state educational institutions on a competitive basis. The procedure for the
establishment and oper ation of non-state educational institutions shall be defined by law.

In the cases and by a procedure defined by lawsthée shall provide financial and other
assistance to educational institutions implementipgcialized educational programs and to
students therein.

The limits and the principles for the autonomy ighker educational institutions shall be defined
by law. Higher educational institutions may notfbeprofit.

The procedure for the creation and operation ofhleigeducational institutions shall be defined
by law.

The limits and the principles for the autonomy igfhter educational institutions shall be defined

Every citizen is entitled to receive higher andeotbpecialized education free of charge and on a
competitive basis, in state educational institugion

The establishment and operation of private educatimstitutions shall be prescribed by law.

Article 36. Everyone is entitled to freedom of literary, artisscientific and technical creation,
to benefit from the achievements of scientific pess and to participate in the cultural life of
society.
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Intellectual property shall be protected by law.

Article 37. Citizens belonging to national minorities are éeditto the preservation of their
traditions and the development of their languageauiture.

Article 38. Everyone is entitled to defend his or her rightsl &reedoms by all means not
otherwise prescribed by law.

Everyone is entitled to defend in court the rigintsl freedoms engraved in the Constitution and
the laws.

38.1 Evetone is entitled to receive, in a procedarel on the bases defined by law, the
assistance of the ombudsman to protect his or inbts and freedoms.

38.2 Everyone, in accordance with the internatriotraaties of the Republic of Armenia, is
entitled to to apply to intergovernmental bodiesstfe protection of human rights and freedoms
with the issue of protection of his or her rightseddreedoms, provided domestic legal remedies
are exhauted.

Article 39. Everyone is entitled to restore any rights whiclyrave been violated, as well as to
a public hearing by an independent and impartiattcander the equal protection of the law and
fulfilling all the demands of justice, to clear h8eif or herself of any accusations. The presence
of the news media and representatives of the pale judicial hearing may be prohibited by
law wholly or in part, for the purpose of safeguagdpublic morality, the social order, national
security, the safety of the parties, and the istsref justice.

Article 40. Everyone is entitled to receive legal assistanegal assistance may be provided
the expense of public funfiee of charge in cases prescribed by law.

Everyone is entitled tbe informed of his or her rights and legal counsel from the moment he
or she is arrested, detained, or charged.

Every convicted person is entitled to have hiserdonviction reviewed by a higher court, in a
manner prescribed by law. Every convicted pers@niiled to request a pardon or mitigation of
any given punishment.

Compensation for the harm caused to the wrongedy prall be provided in a manner
prescribed by law.

Article 41. A person accused of a crime shall be presumed @maantil proven guilty in a
manner prescribed by law, and by a court senterapgepy entered into force.

The defendant does not have the burden to provertier innocence. Accusations not proven
beyond a doubt shall be resolved in favor of tHemlant.

Article 42. A person shall not be compelled to be a withesgnagaimself or herself or against
his or her spouse, or against a close relative.

The law may foresee other circumstances relievingeeson from the obligation to testify.
lllegally obtained evidence shall not be used.

A punishment may not exceed that which could haaenbmet by the law in effect when the
crime was committed.
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A person shall not be considered to be guilty ferime if at the time of its commission the act
was not legally considered a crime.

A law that annuls the punishability of an act andigates punishment shall have retroactive
effect.

Laws limiting or increasing liability shall not havetroactive effect.

Article 43. The rights and freedoms set forth in the Constituire not exhaustive and shall not
be construed to exclude other universally acceptedan and civil rights and freedoms.

Everyone shall be free to do what is not prohibitgdlaw and does not violate the rights and
freedoms of others. No one may bear obligations din@ not defined by law or on the basis of
law.

Laws and other normative acts that aggravate tlogllgosition of individuals shall not have
retroactive effect.

Legal acts that improve the legal position of indiirals, remove or mitigate their responsibility
shall have retroactive effect, provided that ipgkated by the act in question.

Article 44. The fundamental human and civil rights and freedestablished undekrticles 23

- 27 of the Constitution may only be restricted by lafwecessary for the protection of state and
public security, public order, public health andrality, and the rights, freedoms, honor and
reputation of others.

Article 45. Some human and civil rights and freedoms, excepthfmse provided under Articles

17, 20, 39, and 41 - 43 of the Constitution, maydmeporarily in a manner prescribed by law, in
the event of martial law, or in cases prescribedeunparagraph 4 of Article 55 of the

Constitution.

Article 46. Everyone shall pay taxes, duties, and make othedatary payments in amounts
and manners prescribed by law.

Article 47. Every citizen shall participate in the defensehaf Republic of Armenia in a manner
prescribed by law.

Article 48. Everyone shall uphold the Constitution and the |aamsl respect the rights, freedoms
and dignity of others.

The exercise of rights and freedoms shall not se¢oweard the violent overthrow of the
Constitutional order, for the instigation of natdnracial, or religious hatred or for the
incitement to violence and war.

48.1 Legal persons shall also be entitled to funelaial human and citizen's rights and freedoms
inasmuch as such rights and freedoms are applicibteem by their essence.

CHAPTER 3

The President of the Republic
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Article 49. The President of the Repubilic is the head of thie st

The President of the Republic of Armenia shall ughibe Constitution, and ensure the normal
functioning of the legislative, executive and judicauthorities. The President of the Republic
shall be the guarantor of the independence, teaitintegrity, securityand the continuity of
state powepof' the Republic.

Article 50. The President of the Republic shall be electedheyditizens of the Republic of
Armenia for a five year term of office.

Every person having attained the age of thirty,fikaving been a citizen of the Republic of
Armenia for the preceding ten years, having permtyeresided in the Republic for the
preceding ten years, and having the right to v@tdigible for the Presidency.

The same person may not be elected for the pasiedPresident of the Republic for more than
two consecutive terms.

Article 5l. Elections for the post of President of the Repuéifiall be held fifty days prior to the
expiration of the term of office of the Presidemtoffice and in accordance with procedures set
by the Constitution and the laws.

The candidate who received more than half ofviled votes cast for the presidential candidates
shall be considered as having been elected Preésitidre Republic.

If the election involved more than two candidatesl aone received the necessary votes, a
second round of elections shall be held on thetéemth day following the first round of the
election, at which time the two candidates haviageived the highest number of votes in the
first round shall participate. The candidate wheoerees the highest number of votes during this
second round shall be considered to have beeredlect

In the event only one candidate is presented, dmelidate shall be considered as having been
elected if he or she has received more than halfeofalid votes cast.

In the event the constituional court acceptsfor hearing a case on the results of the elections
of the president of the Republic, it must pass a ruling within a ten day period following the
documented receipt of the application, whereas the time-frames defined by this Article
shall be calculated from the moment the ruling of the court entersinto effect.

If a President is not elected, there shall be niewtiens on the fortieth day after the first round
of elections.

The President elect of the Republic shall assurfieeadn the day when the term of the previous
President expires.

A President who shall be elected by new or extiiaargt elections shall assume office within ten
days of such elections.

Article 52. In the event that one of the presidential candglé&ees insurmountable obstacles
(grave medical condition of one of the candidates or incapability in view of other reasons
beyond his or her control), the presidential elections shall be postponedviny weeks. If
during this period obstacles recognized as insumainle are not removed, or in the event of the
passing of one of the candidates prior to eledfimyy new elections shall be held.
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These new elections shall be held on the fortiedly fbllowing the determination of these
obstacles to be insurmountable.

Article 53. In the event of the resignation of the Presidenthef Republic, his or her passing,
incapacity to perform his or her functions, or resadrom office in accordance to Article 57 of
the Constitution, special presidential electionallshe held on the fortieth day following the
vacancy of the office.

Article 54. The President of the Republic shall assume office procedure defined by lawy
pledging anthe followingoath to the people during a special sitting of Maional Assembly:
«Upon assuming the post of the President of theiRlepof Armenia | swear: to implement the
requirements of the Constitution; to ensure thedamental human and citizen's rights and
freedoms, the sovereignity, the territorial intégrand security of the Republic to the glory of
our_fatherland and to the prosperity of our peoplét may be added at the end: «May God
protect us.»

Article 55. The President of the Republic:
1) shall address the people and the National Aslsemb

2) shall sign and promulgate within twenty one dafseceipt, laws passed by the National
Assembly;

During this period, the President may remand atlaahe National Assembly with objections
and recommendations requesting new deliberations.

The President shall sign and publish the law witiva days of the second passing of such law
by the National Assembly;

A law that has been adopted by the National Assembly in second passing shall be signed
and published by the President of the Republic within a period of five days or forwarded
by him to the constitutional court with a reguest to obtain _an opinioin _on its
constitutionality. |f the constitutional court isses an opinion on the provisions of the law
being non-constitutional, the President of the Republic shall not sign the law.

3) may dissolve the National Assembly and designate special elections after consultations
with the President of the National Assembly and the Prime Minister. Special elections shall
be held no sooner than thirty and no later than forty days after the dissolution of the
National Assembly.

Alternative: after consultations with the President of the National Assembly and the Prime
Minister, in_cases and by a procedure defined by the Constitution, may dissolve the
National Assembly and designate special elections. Special elections shall be held no sooner
than thirty and no later than forty days after the dissolution of the National Assembly.

The President may not dissolve the National Assgrdbling the last six months of his or her
term of office.

The newly elect Natrional Assembly may not be Hisdaduring one year following its election.

4) within twenty daysollowing the first session of the newly elect Na#il Assembly or
acceptance of the resignation of the governnséiadl appoint and remove the Prime Minister.
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The President shall appoint and remove the membietee Governmentinistersupon the
recommendation of the Prime Minister.

Shall appoint and remove the members of the Gover nment upon the recommendation of
the Prime Minister.

In the event that the National Assembly adoptsta @b no confidence against the Government,
the resignation of the Prime Minister or the vacamf the post thhereothe President shall,
within twenty one days accept the resignation efovernment, appoint a Prime Minister and
form a Government;

In theevent aPrime Minister is not appointed by the National Assembly within the period
defined by the Constitution he/she shall appoint a Prime Minister and and members of the
Government _himself or herself. In the event the majority of the total nhumber of the
members of the National Assembly vote no-confidence against the government, shall
dissolve the National Assembly. In which case the deadline prescribed by clause three of
thisarticlefor the dissolution of the National Asembly shall not apply.

5) shall make appointments to civilipablic officepositions in cases prescribed by law;

6) shall establish and head the National security @iumay establislotheradvisory bodies.

7) shall represent the Republic of Armenia in ing&ional relations, conduct and oversee foreign
policy, make international treatiesiibmit international treaties for ratification bjz¢ National
Assembly andsign international treaties that are ratified Ime tNational Assembly, ratify
intergovernmental agreemengndorse or annul international treaties that do meguire
ratification;

8) shall appoint and recall the diplomatic représtves of the Republic of Armenia to foreign
countries international organizations, and receilhe credentials and letters of recall of
diplomatic representatives of foreign countiéesl international organisations

9) shall appoint and remove the Prosecutor Gengmn the nomination of the Prosecutor
General shall appoint and remove the deputies tePtbsecutor Genera upon the
recommendation of the Prime Minister.

10) shall appoint members and the President oCimestitutional Court.

He may, on the basis of a determination by the aktisnal Court, remove from office any of
his or her appointees to the Court or sanctionattnest of such a member of the Court, and
through the judicial process authorize the initiatiof administrative or criminal proceedings
against that member;

11) shall appoint, in accordance with the procedurided in Article 95 of the Constitution,
the president and judges. of the Court of Cassatiahits chambers, the courts of review, the
courts of first instance and other courts, the tiepuwsecutors general and prosecutors heading
the organizational subdivisions of the office o# fArosecutor General; may remove from office
any judgeagree to the latter being tried in court, calledadministrative responsibility through

a judicial proceduresanction the arrest of a judge and through theigldorocess, authorize the
initiation of administrative or criminal proceedm@gainst a judge and remove the prosecutors
that he or she has appointed.
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12) is the Commander in Chief of the armed foraes shall appoinand removehe staff of the
highest command of the armed forces;

I3) shall decide on the use of the armed forceshénvent of an armed attack against or of an
immediate anger to the Republic, or a declaratiomay by the National Assembly, the President
shall declare a state of martial law and may @albf general or partial mobilization.

Upon the declaration of martial lawn the basis of such declaration, a special sitting of the
National Assembly shall be heichmediately. The legal regime of martial law shall be defined

by law.

14) in the event of an imminent danger to the cturiginal order, and upon consultations with

the President of the National Assembly and the @didnister, shall take measures appropriate
to the situation and address the people on theesubin this case a special session of the
National Assembly shall be convenetunediately;

15) shall in a procedure defined by law, resolve issues$ap@ng to granting grant citizenship
of the Republic of Armenia and decide on the grantf political asylum;

16) shall award the orders and medals of the RapabArmenia and grant the highest military
and honorary titles and diplomatic and other tjtles

17) may grant pardon to convicted individuals.

Article 56. The President of the Republic may issue ordersdacdees which shall be executed
throughout the Republic.

The orders and decrees of the President of thebiiemlnall not contravene the Constitution and
the laws.

56.1 The President of the Republic is immune.

Article 57. The President may be removed from office for st&ason or other high crimes.

In order to request a determination on questiom&jmeng to the removal of the President of the
Republic from office, the National Assembly mustpegl to the Constitutional Court by a
resolution adopted by the majority of the deputies.

Upon the request of and within the deadline set by the constitutional court the criminal
chamber of the cassation court shall issue to the constitutional court an opinion on the
factual basesfor removal from office.

A decision to remove the President of the Repubdim office must be reached by the National
Assembly by a minimum two thirds majority vote bettotal number of deputies, based on the
determination of the Constitutional Court.

If, according to the opinion by constitutional ctuthe bases for removal of ¢ from office are
absent, the issue shall be taken to the Nationsgdbly for discussion.
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Article 57.1 In the event of dissolving the National Assembly pursuant to the procedure
prescribed by Article 55, clause 3 of the Constitution, the powers of the the Presidfent of
the Republic may be terminated and extraordinary elections appointed by two thirds of
the total votes of the newly elect National Assembly.

Article 58. The President of the Republic shall submit his @r fesignation at a session of the
National AssemblyThe acceptance of the resignation of the Presidetite Republic shall be
determined by the NationaAssembly shall accept the resignation of the Pesgidf the
Republicby a majority vote of the total number of deputies

Article 59. In the event of the serious illness of the Pregidein the Republic or of
insurmountable obstacles affecting the performaridés or her dutie$or a continual lengthy
period, upon the recommendation of the Government angtermiination by the Constitutional
Court, the National Assembly shall adopt a resofutin the incapacity of the President of the
Republic to exercise his or her duties with a mummtwo thirds majority vote of the total
number of deputies.

Article 60. In the event that the office of the President ef Republic remains vacant and until a
newly elected President assumes office the presadetduties shall devolvento the Prime
Minister President of the National Assembly, and if thata$ possiblepnto the President of

the National Assembly Prime Minister. In the event of the impossibility of performance of
presidential duties by the Prime Minister or theeBident of the National Assemibhese shall
be performed by the chairman of the constitutiac@irt. During this period it is prohibited to
dissolve the National Assembly, call a referendamg appoint or remove the Prime Minister
and the Prosecutor General.

60.1 The elections of the President of the Repudi@l not be held under martial law, the
President of the Republic shall continue the penfance of his or her duties until the
termination of martial law, after which electionkthe President of the Republic shall be held.

Article 61. The compensation, servicing and security of thesiBeat of the Republic shall be
prescribed by law.

CHAPTER 4
The National Assembly

Article 62. Legislative power in the Republic of Armenia: shb# vested in the National
Assembly.

Under cases provided by Articlé3, 58,59, 66,67, 73, 74,77, 78, 81, 83, 84, 111, 11 the
Constitution, as well as for purposes of organizitsgown activities, the National Assembly
shall adopt resolutions which shall be signed autaliphed by its President.

The National Assembly may adopt statements and messages in a procedure prescribed by
itsrulesof procedure.

The powers of the National Assembly are determmethe Constitution.

The National Assembly shall operate in accordanitie ig rules of procedure.
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The procedure for the operation of the National elsbly, the formation and operation of its
bodies shall be defined by the Constitution andrties of procedure of the National Assembly.

Article 63. The National Assembly shall have one hundred amty ttseventyone deputies.

The authority of the National Assembly shall expire in June July of the fourth year
following its elect on, on the opening day of the first session of the newly eected National
Assembly, on which day the newly elected National Assembly shall assume its powers.

Alternative: The National Assembly shall be elected for four years. The poewers of the
incumbent National Assembly shall terminate on the opening day of the first session of the
newly elected National Assembly.

The National Assembly may be dissolved in accordamith the Constitution.

A newly elected National Assembly may not be digsdlduring a one year period following its
election.

The National Assembly may not be dissolved durirgjede of martial law, or under the cases
foreseen under paragraph 14 of Article &bthe Constitution, or when the removal of the
President of the Republic from office is being defated.

The authority of the National Assembly shall belgmged under martial lawuntil the opening
day of the first session of the National Assemblyly elected after the termination of martial
law.

Article 64. Any person having attained the age of twenty fivaying been a citizen of the
Republic of Armenia- for the preceding five yedraying permanently resided in the Republic
for the preceding five years, and who has the tigivbte, may be elected as a Deputy.

Article 65. A Deputy may not hold any other public offidee in the composition of a body of
local self-governance, engage in entrepreneuriakrations, nor engage in any other paid
occupation, except for scientific, educational arehtive work.

A deputy shall perform his or her authority on @ampanent basis.

The compensatiorstatus and guarantees for the normal functioning of a udepshall be
prescribed byhe Constitution and théaw.

Article 66. A Deputy shall not be bound by any compulsory mémdad shall be guided by his
or her conscience and convictions. A Deputyring and after the term of his or her deputy
authority, shall not be prosecuted or held liable for actiarising from the performance of his
or her status, or for the expression of his ordpnions expressed in the National Assembly,
provided these are not slanderous or defamatory.

A Deputy may not be arrested and subjected to @mdtrative or criminal prosecutiamied or
called to administrative responsibilityirough judicial proceedings without the conseinthe
National Assembly.

A deputy maynot be arrested without the consetiteoNational Assembly with the exception of
cases when he or she was apprehended while commiticrime or immediately thereafter. In
such a case the National Assembly shall be imnwdiabtified.
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Article 67. The powers of a Deputy shall terminate upon theiratipn of the term of the
National Assembly, upon the dissolution of the saap®n violation of the provisions of part |
of Article 65 of. the Constitution, upon loss of citizenship bé tRepublic of Armenia, for
unfounded absences from half of the floor votesndua single session upon being sentenced to
imprisonment, when deemed incapacitated and upoartier resignation.

A Deputy's term of office shall be terminated imanner prescribed by the rules of procedure of
the National Assembly.

Article 68. Regular elections to the National Assembly shalhbkl within sixty days prior to
the expiration of the term of the current Assembly.

Procedures for elections to the National Assemball e prescribed by law.
The date of elections shall be fixed by Presidédgaree.

The first session of a newly elected National Adsignshall convene on the seconthird
Thursday following the election of at least twadsi of the total number of Deputies.

Until the election of the President of the NatioAakembly, its meetings shall be chaired by the
Deputy who is most senior in age.

Article 69. The regular sessions of the National Assembly stwail/ene twice per year from the
second Monday of September to the sectwsti Wednesday of December and from the first
third Monday of Februarganuaryto the seconflrst Wednesday of Juniuly.

The sittings of the National Assembly shall be opeihe public. Closed door sittings may be
convened by a resolution of the National Assembly.

Article 70. An extraordinarysitting or session of the National Assembly may be convened b
the President of thational Assemblyat the initiative of at least one third of théalomumber of
Deputies, or at the initiative of the Governmeiithin a time-frame and with the agenda defined
by the initiator. An extraordinary sitting or sessi of the National Assembly may also be
convened by the President of theRepublic, upoorhier initiative.

An extraordinary session of the National Assemlgdgvening upon the request of the majority
of the total number of Deputies shall be held iooadance with the agenda and timetable of the
Deputies requesting the session.

An extraordinary session may not last for more thiardays.

An extraordinary sitting of the National Assemblaynbe convened by its President, upon the
initiative of the Government or of at least onedhof the total number of Deputies..

Extraordinary sittings shall follow the agenda &ntktable specified by the requesting party.

Article 71. Laws and resolutions of the National Assembly shalpassed by the majority vote
of the Deputies preseahd voting at a given sitting, if more than half of the toraimber of
Deputies patrticipate in the voting, except for sasevered under Articles Fart three 58, 59,
72, 74, 84, 111 of the Constitution, and paragramtf Article 75, the first paragraph of Article
79, and Section 3 of Article 83 of the Constitution
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Article 72. The National Assembly shall deliberate on a pryobiasis any law which has been
remanded by the President.

Should the National Assembly decline to acceptrd@mmendations and objections presented
by the President of the Republic, it shall pass¢émeanded law, again with a majority vote of the
number of Deputies:

Article 73. Theremay shall benot more than ninix standing committees established in the
National Assembly. Ad hoc committees may be esthbtl as necessary.

The standing committees are established for thknprary consideration of draft legislation
and other proposals and for the submission of figglion such legislation an-d proposals to the
National Assembly.

If neededad hoc committees areay beestablishedy a procedure defined in the procedural
rules of the Natinal Assemblgr the preliminary consideration of special diafjislation or for
the submission of findings and reports on speewients and facts to the National Assembly.

Article 74. Within twenty days of the formation of a newly dkstt National Assembly or of its
own formation, the Government shall present itsgmm to the National Assembly for its
approval, thus raising the question of a vote officience before the National Assembly.

A draft resolution expressing a vote of no conficeetoward the Government may be proposed
within twenty four hours ofhe Government'saising of the question of the vote of confidebge
not less than one third of the total number of Dieysu

The proposal for a vote of no confidence shall bed on no sooner than forty eight hours and
no later than seventy two hours from its initiabsuttal. The proposal must be passed by a
majority vote of the total number of Deputies.

If a vote of no confidence toward the Governmenha$ proposed, or such proposal is not
passed, the Government's program shall be condiderbave been approved by the National
Assembly.

If a vote of no confidence is passed, the Primeidfiin shall submit the resignation of the
Government to the President of the Republic.

Article 74.1 In the event the Government is notnfenl pursuant to the procedure prescribed by
Article 55, clause 4 of the Constitution or it hesceived a vote on non-confidenceby a
procedure provided for by Article 74 of the Congtdn, the National Assembly shall, within a

two week period following the expiry of prescribdehdlines, appoint a Prime Minister and,

upon the nomination of the latter, members of theegnment. The National Asswmbly shall
form the government with a majority of two thirdgle total votes of the deputies.

In the event of failure by the National Assembly to appoint a Prime Minister within the
deadline prescribed by the Constitution the President of the Republic shall appoint a Prime
Minister and the memebrs of the government. In the event of the National Assembly voting
non-confidence to the gover nment appointed through such procedure by a majority of the
total number of deputies, the President of the Republic shall, in a procedure prescribed by
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Article 55, clause 3 of the Constitution, dissolve the National Assembly. The the National
Assembly may also be dissolved by the President of the Republic:

a) if the National Assembly fails, within two months, to adopt decisions over draft laws
that are deemed urgent by aresolution of the gover nment;

b) if, during a sitting of the National Assembly, its sessions arre interrupted for a period
over two months;

c) if, during aregular sitting of the National Assembly it isunable, for a period over two
months, to adopt any decision over issuesunder its discussion.

Article 75. The right to initiate legislation in the Nationas®embly shall belong to the Deputies
the President of the Republend the Government.

The Government shall stipulate the sequence foatdetf its proposed draft legislation and may
request that they be voted on only with amendmaedsptable to it.

Any draft legislation which is considered urgent dysovernment resolution shall be debated
and voted on by the National Assembly within a oranth period.

The National Assembly shall consider all draft $#ajion reducing state revenues or increasing
state expenditures only upon the agreement of thee@ment and shall pass such legislation by
a majority vote of the total number of Deputies.

The Government may raise the question of a votmofidence in conjunction with its proposed
legislation. If the National Assembly does not adapvote of no confidence against the
Government as provided by Article 74 of the Constin, then the Government's proposed
legislation will be considered to have been adapted

The Government may not raise the issue of a votmofidence in conjunction with a proposed
legislation more than twice during any single sassi

Article 76. The National Assembly shall adopt the state budgein its submittal by the
Government. If the budget is not adopted by the sfathe fiscal year, all expenditures shall be
incurred in the same proportions as in the previ@as's budget.

The procedure for debate on and adoption of the btadget shall be prescribed by law.

Article 77. The National Assembly shall supervise the implemigon of the state budget, as
well as of the use of loans and credits receiveanfforeign governments and international
organizations.

The National Assembly shall examine the annual ntepo

the realization of the state budget and adopt épert based on the findings of the National
Assembly's Oversight Office.

Article 78. In order to ensure the legislative basis of the ébioment's program, the National
Assembly may authorize the Government to adoptuéeas that have the effect of law that do
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not contravene any laws are in force during a jgesigecified by the National Assembly. Such
resolutions must be signed by the President oRgaublic.

Article 79. The National Assembly shall elezhd recall its Presidenand his/her two deputies
for the duration of its full term by a majority \eobf the total number of Deputies.

The President of the National Assembly shall cti@rsittingsof the National Assemblynanage
its material and financial resources, and shalliengs normal functioning.

The President of the National Assembly shall regmethe National Assembly.

The procedure for managing the material and financial resources, organization and
operation of the National Assembly shall be defined by the rules of procedure of the
National Assembly.

The National Assembly shall elect two Vice Prestdef the National Assembly.

Article 80. Deputies are entitled to agkldress writtergquestions to the Governmetite heads

of the bodies of territorial governance and local sgifvernance, state institutions and to
receive _answeres therefromFor one sitting each week during the regular sessiof the
Assembly, the Prime Minister and the members ofGbgernment shall answer questions raised
by the Deputies

The National Assembly shall not pass any resolsatiarconjunction with the questions raised by
the Deputies.

At least ten deputies or a faction of deputies ayagly with a written query to the government,
to the prosecutor general, the chairman of the @rtank. The prime minister, the members of
the government, the prosecutor general and therglem of the central bank shall answer the
queries of the deputies. A query shall be answdrgithg a subsequent session not later than
within 30 days following its receipt and, if thession is over, during the session that succeeds
it.

Article 80.1 Thequestions discussed in the National Assembly shall be prepared by the
council of the National Assembly composed of the President of the National Assembly,
his’her deputies and the chair per sons of the standing comittees.

The sessionof the council shall be chaired by the President of the National Assembly and, in
hig’her absence, by one of the deputies.

The council of the National Assembly:

1. drawsdraft agendasfor the sessions and sittings of the National Assembly;
2. drawsthe estimate of the expenses of the National Assembly;

3. endor sed the structur e of the staff of the National Assembly;

4. endor sed the composition of the delegations of the National Assembly;

5. nominates candidates for the positions, the appointment to which is reserved to the
National Assembly. These candidates shall be presented to the sitting of the National
Assembly by the President of the National Assembly.
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Article 81. Upon the recommendation of the President of theuBlap the National Assembly:

I) may declare an amnesty;

2) shall ratify or revoke the international treat@gned by the Republic of Armenia. The range
of international agreements which are subject tdication by the National Assembly shall be
prescribed by law;

3) may shall adopt a decision on dedlagewar and establishing peace. In the event of
impossibility to convene a session of the Natigkeiemblythe issue of declaring war shall be
resolved by the President of the Repubilic.

The National Assembly, upon the determination @& @onstitutional Court, may suspend the
execution of the provisions of Sections 13 andflArtcle 55 of the Constitution.

Article 82. The National Assembly, upon the recommendation t&f Government, shall
determine the administrative-territorial divisiaoisthe Republic.

Article 83. The National Assembly:

I) shall appointand removehe Chairman of the Central Bank upon the reconuaton of the
President of the Republic;

2) shall appoinaand removehe Chairman of the National Assembly's Overs@fiice upon the
recommendation of the President of the NationaleAgsly and members and the President of
the Constitutional Court from among the memberthefCourt.

3) shall appoint members of the Constitutional Gaumd the President of the Constitutional
Court from among the members of the Court

If within thirty days of the formation of the Coitstional Court the National Assembly fails to
appoint the President of the Constitutional Cotim, President of the Constitutional Court shall
then be appointed by the President of the Republic;

may, upon the determination of the Constitutionau@ terminate the powers of a member of
the Constitutional Court the Assembly has appoingég@roveagree forsuch member's arretst

be tried and called to administrative responsiigjléand authorize the initiation of administrative
or criminal proceedings against such member thrabghudicial process.

Article 84. The National Assembly may adopt a vote of no canfad toward the Government
by a majority vote of the total number of Deputi€se National Assembly may not exercise this
right in situations of martial law or under circuansces provided by Section 14 of Article &5
the Constitution.

CHAPTER 5
The Gover nment

Article 85. The government is the supreme body of executivergavthe Republic of Armenia.
Executive power in the Republic of Armenia

shall be vested in the Government of the Repulbl&rmenia.
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The Government shall be composed of the Prime Minesnd the Ministers. The powers of the
Government shall be determined by the Constitudiath by laws.

The organization and rules of operation of the Govent shall be determined by a decree of
the President of the Republic, upon the recommeuat the Prime Minister.

Alternative -Article 85 Executive power in the Republic of Armenia shall be executed by
the government of the Republic of Armenia and other bodies defined by law performing
the functions of the executive. The government shall implement the domestic and foreighn
policies of the Republic of Armenia. All issues of state policiesthat are not reserved by law
to other public or local self-governance bodies shall belong to the competence of the

gover nment.

The government shall consist of the prime minigtet the ministers.

The prime minister and the ministersmust be Arnrenationals.

The prime minister shall appoint one of the minstas deputy prime minister, who will to
perform the functions of the prime ministerin thsense of the prime minister.

The powers of the government shall be definedd€tnstitution and laws.

The structure and the procedure for the operatibthe government shall be defined by law.

Article 86. The meetings of the Government shall be chairetih@yresident of the Republic, or
upon his or her recommendation, by the Prime Manist

Government decisions shall be signed by the Prinmeskér and approved by the President.

The Prime Minister shall convene and chair a Gavermt meeting when requested by the
majority of Government members under the circunt#anforeseen in Article 59 of the
Constitution.

The President of the Republic may convene and ehséssion of the government.

The President of the Republic may suspend thet effébhe resolutions of the government for a
duration of one month and apply to the constitwlonourt to resolve the issue of their
conformity with the Constitution and and the laws.

In cases provided for by Article 59 of the Consiin the prime minister may, upon the demand
of the majority of the members of the governmemhvene an extraordinary session of the

government.

Article 87. The Prime Minister shall oversee the Governmertular activities and shall
coordinate the work of the Ministens) order to perform these fucntions the prime minister
shall adopt resolutions.

The Prime Minister may adopt resolutions. In cgsescribed by the rules of operations of the
Government, resolutions approved by the Prime NBnisnay also be signed by the Minister
responsible for the implementation of the resotutio

In cases providd for by the lay the prime minister shall make appiontmentsto civil posts.
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Article 87.1 A minister shall govern a specific a@ management provided for by the law, shall
issue instructions and orders.

Article 88. A member of the Government may not be a membemgfrapresentative body,
engage in entrepreneurial operationBpld any other public office, or engage in anyeotpaid
occupation.

Article 88.1 State governance in the marzes shalhiplemented by the marzpets, who shall be
appointed and removed by a resolution of the gawemt. State governance in the city of

Yerevan shall be implemented by the mayor of Yareviao shall be appointed and removed by
the President of the Republic, upon the nomindbipthe government. The mayor of Yerevan, in
cases provided by law, may be removed from offidiéd elders of Yerevan.

A marzpetand the mayor of Yerevan shall implenmtemttérritorial policy of the government,
manage the operation of the territorial servicesegécutive bodies, with the exception of cases
provided by law.

Article 89. The Government:
1) shall submit its program to the National Assenibl approval in accordance with
Article 74 of the Constitution;

2) shall submit the draft state budget to the NeticAssembly for approval, guarantee the
implementation of the budget and submit financiaparts on the budget to the National
Assembly;

3) shall manage state property;

4) shall ensure the implementation of unified statéicies in the areas of finances, economy,
taxation and loans and credits;

4.1 shall ensure the implementation of the stateyof territorial development;

5) shall ensure the implementation of state pdicrethe areas of science, education, culture,
health, social security and environmental protegtio

6) shall ensure the implementation of the defenaéipnal security and foreign policies of the
Republic;

7) shall ensure the protection of public ordertake measures toward the strengthening of
legality, the protection of the rights and freedamhgitizens, and the protection of property and
public order.

Article 90. The Government shall submit the proposed statediudghe National Assembly at
least sixty days prior to the beginning of the disgear and may request that this proposal, with
any amendments, it may adopt, be voted on prigheoexpiration of the budget deadline. The
Government may raise the question of a vote ofidente in conjunction with the adoption of
the state budget. If a vote of no confidence isautmpted by the National Assembly, as provided
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under Article 74 of the Constitution, then the statidget and related amendments approved by
the Government shall be considered adopted.

In case of a vote of no confidence related to ttep@sed state budget, the new Government
shall present the National Assembly with a dradtestoudget within a period of twenty days.
This draft shall be debated and voted on by théoNat Assembly within a period of thirty days
in accordance with the procedure determined byAhisle.

CHAPTER 6
Judicial Power®

Article 91. In the Republic of Armenia justigeidicial power shall be administered solely by
the courts in accordance with the Constitution gnedaws.

In cases prescribed by law, trials are held withghrticipation of a jury.
The courtsshall pass decisionsin the name of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 92. Constitutional justice in the Republic of Armenia shall be implemented by the
constitutional court of the Republic of Armenia

The Courts of general jurisdiction in the RepublicArmenia shall be the courts of first instance,
the review courts and the court of appeals.

In the Republic of Armenia, there shalayalso be economic, military and other courts as may
be provided by law.

The establishment of extraordinary courts is priddib

Article 93. Sentences, verdicts and decisions entered intd fegze may be reviewed by the
court of appeals based on appeals filed by theeubsr General, his or her deputies, or
specially licensed lawyers registered with the tofiappeals,

Article 94. The President of the Republic shall be the guaramitorhe independence of the
judicial bodiesshall be guaranteed by the constitution and laws. He or she shall preside over
the Judicial Council.

The Minister of Justice and the Prosecutor Gersdrall be the vice presidents of the Council.

The Council shall include fourteen members appdiritg the President of the Republic for a
period of five years, including two legal scholarge judges and three prosecutors.

Three Council members shall be appointed each forong the judges of the courts of first
instance, the courts of review and the court ofeafgp The general assembly of judges shall
submit three candidates by secret ballot for eaeh alocated to judges.

The Prosecutor General shall submit the names mdidates for the prosecutors' seats in the
Council.

8 The issues of establishment or non-establishnfeadministrative courts, the state council or stetrinal are still
under discussion.
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The powers of the courts, the procedure for their formation and operation shall be defined
by law.

Thejudicial council shall form and operatein a procedure prescribed by law.

The judges of the courts of general jurisdiction shall be appointed by the President of the
Republic, upon the nomination of the judicial council.

The procedure for the formation and operation of the constitutional court shall be defined
by the Constitution and the law on the constitutional court.

Article 95. The Judicial Council:

I) shall, upon the recommendation of the Ministedustice, draft and submit for the approval of
the President of the Republic the annual list afgps, in view of their competence and
professional advancement, which shall be usedeabdhis for appointments.

2) shall, upon the recommendation of the Proseddtareral, draft and submit for the approval
of the President of the Republic the annual lispafsecutors, in view of their competence and
professional advancement, which shall be usedeabdhis for appointments.

3) shall propose candidates for the presidencyhef dourt of appeals, the presidency and
judgeship positions of its chambers, the presideoicyhe courts of review, courts of first
instance and other courts. It shall make recomntemdaabout the other judicial candidates
proposed by the Ministry of Justice;

4) shall make recommendations regarding the catetidar Deputy Prosecutor proposed by the
Prosecutor General, and the candidates for prasecihieading operational divisions in the
Office of the Prosecutor.

5) shall make recommendations regarding trainigm@ms for judges and prosecutors;

6) shall make recommendations regarding the remioai office of a judge, the arrest of a
judge, and the initiation of administrative or ciiral proceedings through the judicial process
against a judge;

7) shall take disciplinary action against judgelse president of the court of appeals shall chair
the meetings of the Judicial Council when the Cdusaonsidering disciplinary action against
a judge. The President of the Republic, the MinisfeJustice and the Prosecutor General shall
not take part in these meetings;

8) shall express its opinion on issues of pardamsnarequested by the President of the Repubilic.
The operational procedures of the Judicial Cowstwlll be prescribed by law.

Article 96. Judges and members of the Constitutional Courappeinted for life. A judge may
hold office until the age of 65, while a membertloé Constitutional Court may do so until the
age of 70. They may be removed from office onlyaatordance with the Constitution and the
laws.
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Article 97. When administering justice, judges and memberb®fQonstitutional Court shall be
independent and may only be subject to the law.

The guarantees for the exercise of their duties thedgrounds and procedures of the legal
responsibility applicable to judges and memberthefConstitutional Court shall be prescribed
by law.

A judge and the member of the constitutional court may not be tried or called to
administrative responsibility in a judicial procedure without the agreement of the
respective judicial instance. A judge and the member of the constitutional court may not be
arrested with the exception of cases when the arrest is done on the scene of thecrimeand is
in the interests of the investigation of the case. In such cases the chairperson of the
respective court shall be immediately notified, and he or she may demand to release the
arrested.

Article 98. Judges and members of the Constitutional Court nmayhold any other public
office, nor engage in any other paid occupatiorepk for scientific, educational and creative
work.

Judges and members of the Constitutional Court moéype members of any political party nor
engage in any political activity.

Article 99. The Constitutional Court shall be composed of mrenbers, five of whom shall be
appointed by the National Assembly and four byRhesident of the Republic.

Article 100. The Constitutional Court, in accordance with the:la

I) shall decide on whether the laws, the resolgtiohthe National Assembly, the orders and
decrees of the President of the Republic and th@utons of Governmenthe prime minister,

the boodies of local self-governance are in conformity with the Constitutipras well as
whether the laws, the resolutions of the National Assembly, the orders and decrees of the
President of the Republic and the resolutions of Government, the prime minister, the
boodies of local self-governance are in conformity with the laws and international treaties
ratified by the Republic of Armenia;

1.1 shall resolve competence disputes on constitutional issues that emer ge between bodies of
state hovernance, in the event of existence of such disputes shall interpret the Constitution
of the Republic of Armenia upon the query of the President of the Republic, the National
Assembly, the gover nment;

2) shall decide, prior to the ratification of antemational treaty, whether the obligations
assumed therein are in conformity with the Contstity

3) shall rule on disputes concernitiee results of referenda and théecisions sdopted on the
results of presidential and parliamentary elections

4) shall ascertain the existence of insurmountabsacles facing a presidential candidate or the
elimination of such obstacles;

5) shall determine whether there are grounds ®réimoval of the President of the Republic;
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6) shall determine whether there atree constitutionality of grounds for the application of
Sections 13 and 14 of Article & the Constitution;

7) shall determine whether the President of theuBkpis incapable of continuing to perform
his or her functions;

8) shall determine whether there are grounds ferémoval of a member of the Constitutional
Court, his or her arrest or initiation of admingdive or criminal proceedings through the judicial
process:

9) shall decide on the suspension or prohibitioa pblitical party in cases prescribed by law.

Article 101. The Constitutional Courtin a procedure defined by law, may hear cases
submitted by:

1) the President of the Republic;
2) at least one thirfifth of the Deputies;

3) Presidential and parliamentary candidates omutis concerning election resultbe
gover nment;

4) the Government in cases prescribed by Articlobthe Constitutiorpanel bodies of local
self-governance, on the constitutionality of the normative acts pertaining to their
constitutional rights;

5) citizens over concrete cases, when this or that provision of law applied to the latter is
contested in court;

6) the courts and the prosecutor general, over issues of the constitutionality of lawa;

7) The ombudsman over issues of conformity with the provisions of the 2md chapter of the
Constitution of normative actslisted in Article 100, clause 1 of the Constitution;

8) candidates of the President of the Republic and of parliament members, appealing the
decisions on the results of the electiosns;

9) the church over issues of congtitutionality of normative acts pertaining to the church
listed in Article 100, clause 1 of the Constitution.

The Constitutional Court shall only hear cases llaae been properly submitted.

Article 102. The Constitutional Court shall render its decisiand findings no later than thirty
days after a case has been filed.

The decisions of the Constitutional Court shallfinal, may not be subject to review and shall
enter into legal force upon their publication.

The Constitutional Court shall decide with a mdjoriote of its total number of members on
matters pertaining to Sections | through 4 of Aetit00 of the Constitution, and with a vote of
two thirds of its members on matters pertainin§eations 5 through 9 of Article 100.
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Article 102 The congtitutional court shall adopt decisions and conclusons in a procedure
and within the time-frames defined by the the Constitution and law on the Constitutional
Court.

The decisions of the constitutional court arefinal, are not subject to review, enter into force
upon publication, may not be interpreted by any other state body or civil servant.

The constitutional court may also set another date for a normative act or an individual
provision therein to lose its legal effect. This date may not exceed 12 monthswith respect to
a law and 6 months with respect to other normative acts. When setting such dates with
respect to normative acts pertaining to the state budget it shall be necessary to have a
conclusion of the gover nment.

The constitutional court shall adopt decisions over issues provided for in Article 100,
clauses 1-4 (including clause 1.1) and 9, whereas over issues provided for in clauses 5-8 it
shall adopt conclusions. The conclusions and decisions over issues provided for in clauses
1.1 and 9 shall be sdopted by at least two thirds of the total votes of the members, the
remaining decisions shall be adopted by the majority of thetotal votes of the members.

Over issues of parliamentary elections, as well as over individual applications of citizens
the congtitutional court, in a procedure defined by law, may hear the case and adopt a
decision by a panel of three member s of the constitutional court.

Other bodies of state governance may not adopt decisions contrary to the conclusions of the
constitutional court.

The bodies of state governance may not take any steps with respect to the operation,
financing, and the compensation of the members of the constitutional court, unless it is
agreed with the constitutional court, otherwise it may be interpreted by the latter as a
means of pressure.

Article 103. The Office of the Prosecutor General in the Repubfi Armenia represents a
unified, centralized system, headed by the Prosec&#neral.

The Office of the Prosecutor Geneiialcases and in a procedure provided for by law:

I) shall initiate criminal prosecutions in casesesmribed by law and in accordance with
procedures provided by law;

2) shall oversee the legality of preliminary ingesrand investigations;
3) shall present the case for the prosecution imtgo

4) shall bring actions in court to defend the iests of the state;

5) shall appeal the judgments, verdicts and dewisad the courts:

6) shall oversee the execution of sentences ara sémctions.

The Office of the Prosecutor General shall operwithin the powers granted to it by the
Constitution and on the basis of the law on thec®fbf the Prosecution.

CHAPTER 7
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Territorial Administration And

L ocal Self-Gover nment

Article 104. The administrative territorial units of the Repwgblbf Armenia shall be the
provinces and districts.

Provinces shall include urban and rural districts.

A community shall be the aggregation of the bitsats of one or several settlements. The
community shall have the right of self-governance.

The community is a legal person, shall have thietrig property and other property rights.

Article 105. Districts shall have local self-government.

To manage the property of the district and to sphablems of local significance, self governing
local bodies shall be elected for a period of thyears: a Council of Elders, composed of five to
fifteen members, and a District Administrator: ay@¥layor or Village Mayor.

The District Administrator shall organize his or Iséaff. In implementing local self-governance
the community shall participate in administeringy@ginasmuch as the Constitution and lawsdo
not reserve it to other state bodies.

The powers pertaining tothe management of commpniperty, resoving issues of community
significance _and meeting theother needs of thenoamtyshall be implemented by the
community in _its own name and under its resporiibiA part of the own powers of the
community may be deemed mandatory by law.

With the purpose of most efficient implementatibthe powers of state authority these may be
delegated to the communities ba law.

Article 106. The District Council of Elders, upon the recommeimia of the District
Administrator, shall approve the district budgeteisee the implementation of the budget, and
determine local taxes and fees as prescribed by Ta& communities shall form their budget

independently.

The sources for community revenue shall be defigddw.

The law shall define the sources of funding for tmwmmunitiesthat shall ensure the
implementation odf the powers thereof.The powelsgdéed to the communities are subject to
mandatory funding from the state budget.

The communities shall define local taxes and dutiglsin the limits provided for by the law. The
communities may charge payments against the serthes render.

Article 107. The provinces shall be governed by the state Goveni

The Government shall appoint and remove the Governfotiseoprovinces, who shall implement
the Government's regional policy and coordinaterdggonal activities of republican executive
bodies.The community shall implement its right of selfeyoance through bodies of local of
self-governance, the elders of the communityandhélael of the community.
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The elders of the community, in a procedure defimedaw, shall manage the property of the
community, upon the presentation of the head ottdmmunityshall endorse the budget of the
community, shall oversee the performance of thegétidshall define local taxes, duties and
payments in a procedure defined by law, shall adegal acts mandatory for implementation
on the territory of the community in question. Thets adopted by the elders of the
communitymay not conflict the legislation, the mdare for their publication and entry into
force shall be defined by law.

The powers of the head of the communityand theedige for the implementation thereof shall
be defined by law.

The members of the communitymay directly partieigat administering the business of the
community by resolving matters of community sigaifce through local referenda. The
procedure and conditions for holding local refedashall be defined by law.

Article 108. The City of Yerevan shall also be considered a ipa@/be a community. The
powers of the head of the communityin Yerevan &ealimplemented by the mayor of Yerevan.
The powers of the bodies of local self-governancédarevan shall be defined in the "Law on the
city of Yerevan."

The law may also provide for local self-governamc&erevanon the level of city districts.

Yerevan shall have an independent budget.

The President of the Republic, upon the recommeédatf the Prime Minister, shall appoint
and remove the Mayor of Yerevan.

Local self-government shall be instituted in Yeme#arough neighborhood districts.

Article 108.1 The procedure for state monitorinfg the powers delegated to the community
shall be defined by law. In order to ensure thealdy of the general operation of the
coimmunity it is subject to oversight in a procezldefined by law.

Article 109. In cases prescribed by law, the Governmentthe basis of a conclusion by the
constitutional court, may remove thénead of the community or dissolve the elders of the
community. Administrator of a district upon the recommendatiof the Governor of the
Province.Prior to the new head of the community assumingeyfthe marzpet shall appoint an
acting head of the community.

When the Administrator of a district is removed iy decision of the Government, special
elections shall be held within a period of thirtgyd. Until such time as the newly elected
District Administrator may take office, an Actingdirict Administrator shall be appointed by
the Prime Minister for urban districts and by thevérnor for rural districts.

Article 110. The election procedure of local self-governing lesdand their powers shall be
determined by the Constitution and the lawWsnecessarymergers of communities may be
performed upon the desire of communities themsehgewell as irrespective of their will by the
National Assembly upon the presentation by the mpowent. Prior to the discussion of ther issue
in the National Assembly the government shall gabkthe results of the local referendum hels in
the communities in question. The communities maydyged irrespective of the results of local
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referenda.

CHAPTER 8
Adoption of The Constitution, Amendments
And Referendum

Article 111. The Constitution shall be adopted or amended bgreeflum which may be
initiated by the President of the Republic or traidhal Assembly.

The President of the Republic shall call a refesemdupon the request or agreement of the
majority of the Deputies of the National Assembly.

The President of the Republic may remand the DZaftstitution or the draft of constitutional
amendments, within twenty one days following theibmittal back to the National Assembly,
with his or her objections and suggestions, redugst reexamination.

The President of the Republic will submit to a refelum within the period prescribed by the
National Assembly a draft Constitution or draft stitutional amendments, when they are
reintroduced by at least two thirds of the totahiwer of Deputies of the National Assembly.

Article 112. Laws may be submitted to a referendum upon theestcpf the National Assembly
or the Government in accordance with Article 111hef Constitution.

Laws passed by referendum may only be amendediénenelum.

Article 113. A proposed legislation submitted to a referendualldie considered to have been
passed if it receives more than fifty percent efibtes, but not less than one third of the number
of registered voters.

Article 114. Articles 1, 2 and 114f the Constitution may not be amended.



