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In its last progress report (CM (2002) 79 revised) the Ago group asked the Venice
Commission to look into pragmatic ways of overcoming the difficulties resulting from the
postponement of the adoption of the revised Constitution. The present meeting was held at
the suggestion of the Armenian Authorities between a Working Group of the Venice
Commission and a delegation from Armenia led by Vice-Speaker Torosyan. The participants
in the meeting arrived at the following

CONCLUSIONS

The participants

L Underlined the need to pursue both legislative reforms bringing Armenia closer to
Council of Europe standards as well as efforts to have the revised Constitution adopted as
soon as possible;

As regards local self-government

2. Noted that important improvements on the basis of comments to be made by
Council of Europe experts could be made to the recently adopted law on local self-
government and that there was willingness to consider such improvements on the side of
the Armenian parliament;

3. Noted that some issues such as the status of Erevan will have to be reconsidered
Jollowing the entry into force of the revised Constitution;

As regards constitutional justice
4. Noted that a full implementation of the Armenian commitment on access to the
Constitutional Court requires the entry into force of the revised Constitution;

As regards the independence of the judiciary

5. Noted that the pertinent rules and practices within the Armenian judicial system
should be reviewed in co-operation with the Council of Europe even before the entry into
force of the revised Constitution;

As regards the dealth penalty

6. Welcomed that the present text of the draft Criminal Code does not provide for the
imposition of the dealth penalty for crimes committed following its entry into force and
expressed concern that the dealth penalty would remain possible for certain crimes
committed before its entry into force;

7. Urged that Protocol N° 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights should be
ratified as soon as possible ;
8. Noted the expressed willingness of the Armenian Authorities to fulfil their

commitments to the Council of Europe in this respect both through a revision of the
Criminal Code and other measures such as presidential pardons for persons already
sentenced to the death penalty;
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As regards the broadcast media

9. Noted that, even before the entry into force of the new Constitution, the law on
Television and Radio should be amended in order to guarantee the independence of the
Council of Public Television and Radio and the National Commission of Television and
Radio, responsible respectively for regulating the public and private broadcasting sectors;
in particular, democratic and transparent procedures for appointing the members of these
bodies should be prescribed in the Law;

As regards the ombudsman

10. Noted that it is appropriate to adopt the law on the Human Rights Defender even
prior to the reform of the Constitution, it being understood that this Law should provide
that the appointment of the Defender is done by the President in consultation with the
political forces represented in Parliament and that direct access of the Defender to the
Constitutional Court shall only be provided after the reform of the Constitution;

As regards co-operation in general

11. Stressed the importance of co-operation between the Council of Europe and the
Armenian Authorities in all these fields;

12. Noted the willingness of the Venice Commission to continue to contribute to this
process in particular in the framework of the present working group.
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