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THE LITHUANIAN NATION .
~ having established its Gtate many centuries ago
- having preserved its native language, writing,and customs,
- havina defended its freedom and independencé; -
-~ having based legal foundations on the Lithuanian Statutes
and the Constitutions of the Republic of Lithuania,
- consolidating the principles of open civil seciety on the
hasis of justice and harmony,
- fostering peace and cooperation with the nations of
world conmunity,
- striving to ensure the inborn right of man and nation
live and create in the land of their fathers and forefathers
in the newly reborn independent democratic State of Lithuania,
enacts and declares this

CONSTITUTION

CHAPTER - 1

THE STATE OF LITHUANIA
Article 1

The State of Lithuania shall be an independent and;
democcratic republic.

The independence of the Republic of Lithuania cannot be
limited or otherwise violated.

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall have the right
to resist anyone who encroaches upon the -sovereignty of the State
of Lithuania or its territorial integrity by force.

Article 2

Sovereignty in Lithuania shall be vested in the Feople of
LLithuania.

No  one  may, by any pretext, l1imit or restrict the
covereignty of the Feople. No fraction of the Peaple, organisa-
tion, or person may make claims to the sovereign powers of the
Feople. :

Articfe 3.

The Lithuanian Feople =hall consist of citizens -1
Lithuania, i.e. Lithuanians, persons of other nationalities who
have permanently been residing on the territory of Lithuania, as
well as persons who have acquired citizenship of the Republic of
Lithuania in accordance with law.

article 4
The FPeople shall enercise the sovereignty vested in them
threouah the deputics of the Seimas, who are their elected repre-—

sentatives. '

The Feople shall directly exercise their sovereign power
through referenca (plebiscites) and elections.

Article $

The powers ot the Gtate shall be obtained from the
sovereianty of the Feaple.

In Lithuania, the powers of the State shall be exercised by
the Seimas. the Fresident and the Government, and the Judiciary.




Full and absolute power may not be concentrated in any one
State institution.

Article 6 .

The scope of powers granted to each institution of power
shall be determined by the Constitution.

The functioning of State institutions, their relations with
crtizens and legal persons shall be based on the Constitution of
the Republic of LLithuania and the laws enacted in pursuance
thereof.

Article 7

The Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania shall be the
basic law of the State, therefore, no légal statutes or actions
may contradict the Constitution,

Constituticnal review shall be exercised by the Constitu-
tional Caurt,

Article 8
The Constitution shall bhe an indivisible and directly ap-
rlicable statute.
frticle 9
Only officially promulgated laws shall be implemented in the

Fepublic of Lithuania. Therefore no person may plead ignorance of
the enacted laws.

Article 10
The territory of the Republic of Lithuania shall be unified
end shall not be divided into any other State derivatives.
The State borders ov Lithuania may be realigned only by an
international treaty which has been ratified by three-fourths

majority vote of all the deputies of the Seimas, or by a referen-—
cdum.

Article 11

For the organisation of local administration and local

government, the territory of the Republic of Lithuania shall be

divided into the following administrative divisions: towns, dis~
tricts (apskritis), and rural districts (valscius). .

The procedure for settling issues of administrative divi-
sions shall be established by law.

Article 12

Citizenship of the Republic of Lithuania shall be acquired
by birth, bty having the citizenship restored, or on other bases
established by law.

Foreign nationals and stateless persons may acquire citizen-—
ship of the Republic of Lithuania if they have resided in
Lithuania for at least ten years, and if they meet other
naturalisation requirements.

Fersons of Lithuanian descent who are residing outside of
the Republic of Lithuania shall retain priority rights of

citizenship of the Republic of Lithuania for an unlimxted per;od

of time, and naturalis at;on terms shall not apply.

The procedures for acquisition and loss of citizenship of’

the Republic of Lithuania shall be established by law.
Article 13
The State language shall be Lithuanian.

The use of other languages in State and public institutions
shall be established by the Law on State Language.

Article 14

a

The Lithuanian State emblem shall be the white Vytis on a
red backaround. ’

Article 193

The Lithuanian State flaq shall be the national flag, con-
sisting of three equal horizontal stripes: the uppermost stripe
being yellow, the middle stripe being green, and the bottom
stripe being red.

Article 16

The Lithuanian State anthem shall be Vincas Kudirka's
"Tautiska Giesme

Article 17
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The capital of the Republic of Li i
t : K ithuania shall he Vilni
the long-standing historical capital of Lithuanmia, Hnaes.

CHAFTER 2 .

HUMAN AND- CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDUMS
Article 18

Fersonal freedom shall be inviol
- : A able. A person may be er—
;?CU?Ed’ arrested, imprisoned, or subjected to other restrict?onq
freedom only upon the order of the court, and provided thaé
there are reasonable grounds therefor. ‘ i i

ord A person may be detained in rflagranti without a requisite
r :ré but an order from the court concerning this detention
zﬁzt ae preientgd to the detainee within-48 hours. 1n the event
court order is not presented, tt i - he .
Foreaced imbediately] » he detained person shall be

Article 129

The person shall be inviolable. e use o aroure, crue
2 e Tt e f t 1

s X L
physical force and psycC lDnglCal neans o 1 luence shall be

No laws may be adopted which i '
punishaent provide for c«ruel or degrading

No person may be subjected ¢ j
) r ) to medical testing or scientific
influence w;}hout.hxs or her consent thereto. ) )

B Article 20

The State shall guarantee th 5 i i1t
individual’'s private 1ife. the  inviolability of svery

“prtaFersonal correspoﬁdence, telephone conversations, telegraph

eSS ges, and‘other information concerning & person’s srivate

life shall be inviolable. ) TR
This freedom may only be restricted by & justified court -

order and in accaordance with law.

.

v

Article 21

A person’s dwelling place shall be inviolable. ..:

Without the consent of the resident(s), the entrance and.
search of a dwelling place, and the seizure or apprehension of
property shall only be permitted when there is a corresponding
court order, or according to the procedure established by law
when the objective of such an action is to protect a person’s

l1ife, health, or property.

Article 22

Each person shall have the right to develop and hold his or
her opinion and convictions, and to express his or her own ideas

in a peaceful way.

Each person .shall have the right to freely seek, receive,
and impart any information or ideas, regardless of frontiers, by
means of speech, writing, press, and other mass media,
through artistic expression, and in other ways at his or her own

discretion.

Citizens zhall have the right to ‘obtain any’ availabledinfor-
mation which concerns them from State agencies, in the manner es-
tablished by law.

Freedom of expression may only be restricted By law in ppder
to protect a pearson’s honour, dignity, or privacy, or ‘for the

benefit of the morality of the people, or for reasons - of- State

security.

Article 23
Every person shall freely exercise the freedom of con-
science and religion.

Every person shall have the right to freely choose his or
her religion or belief, and, either individuallty or in community
with others and in public or private, to manifest his or her
religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.

No person may coerce another person or be suject to coercion
to adeopt or profess any religion or belief.
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A person‘s freedom to manifest his or her religion or belief
may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by the
laws of the Republic of Lithuania and are necessary to protect
public safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights
and freedoms of others.

Farents and legal guardians shall have the liberty to ensure
the religious and moral education of their children in conformity
with their own convictions.

Article 24

All people shall be equal before the law and the court.

an individual shall in no way be restricted or privileged on
the basis of sex, race, nationality, language, oriagin, social
status, religion, convictions, or opinions.

Article 225

Every indicted person shall. have the right to a fair and
public hearing by an independent and impartial court.

Funishment may only be administered or applied on the basis
of law. No peteon may be punished for the same oifence twice.

Fersons cannot be compelled to give evidence agaxnst them-
selves cr- against their family members.

Article 26

Liabilities may only be imposed upon a person in accordance
with the law.

Article 27

Citizen of the Republic of Lithuania may not be extradited
to foreign states, except in cases provided for by international
mireements whereto the Republic of Lithuania i a party.

Article 28

The right of eagh citizen of the Republic of Lithuania to
reside anywhere in the Republic of Lithuania shall not be subject
to any resrictitions except those which are provided by law. are
necessary to protect a person’s life or health, or State
security.

U S

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall have the right
to leave and return to their country. B

Article 29

‘Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall have _the . Fight
to participate in the government of their State both directly and
through their freely elected representatives, and shall: have the
equal opportunity to serve in a State office of the Republic of
Lithuania. L

Each citizen shall also have the right to criticize thé
shortcomings of State institutions, and to submit proposals con-
cerning the improvement of their work. ' '

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall be guaranteed
the right to petition, i.e. the right to appeal to Staté institu-
tions to settle the proposed issue of public significance, in the
manner established by law. Every petition must be acknowledged in
actordance with the law.

Article 30

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall have
to vote. '

Citizens wha, on the election day, are 18 years of age or
aover, shall have the right to vote in the election.

The right to be elected shall be established by the. Cdn# .-
stitution of the Republic of Lithuania or by the election laws..

Citizens who are declared legally incapable by court, as
well as percons who are being confined in connection with the in-
vestigation of a criminal case or in accordance with a court sen-
tence (order). shall not participate in elections. .

Article 31

Every citizen of the Republic of Lithuania shall have the
right +to form associations (societies). In cases established by
law, associations shall be registered. . .

Secret associations, and associations which are pursuing.un-
lawful -objectives and which are directed against the - Constitu-
tional system shall be prohibited. Associations of militarised
type shall be established in accordance with law. Associations
whose activities contravene the law may be dissolved . . or
suspended by court order.

No person may be forced to belong to any association.

?




Article 32

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania.shall have the right
to assemble in peaceful, unarmed meetings. T

This right may be restricted only by law if meetings in
public places are liable to pose a threat to the security of the
State or the community.

Article 37
'
While exercising their rights and freedoms, pErsens
must observe the Constitution and the laws of the Repub{1c of
LLithuania, and must not impair the logitimate interests of other

people.
Article 34

Every person whose constitutional rights or

frordoms  are
violated shall have the right to appeal to court. .

The law shall establish the procedura for compensating
material and moral damage inflicted on a person.

Article 38

flasic rights and freedoms set forth in Articles 20, 21? 22,
22, and 32 of this Constitution may be restricted by law in the

event that a state of emergency or martial law is introduced.

CHAFTER 3

SOCIETY AND THE STATE
Article I6

A person’s natural and imalienable right of ownership shall
be the main guaranty that personal interests and freedoms shall
be implemented, and shall also be the premise that property
shall be utilized morally and rationally.

The State shall guarantee the right of every person to own
property, either alone or together with other persons, and shall
also guarantee the right of inheritance.

Land, internal waters, forests, and parks may beiohg‘bnEQ' .
to citizens of the Republic of Lithuania by the right of owner- | °

ship.

and conditions established by the laws of the Republic of
Lithuania

In utilizing property, an owner may not harm the common wel-
fare, or the rights and freedoms of citizens. '

The right of ownership is inviolable. It may only be
restricted in the event that the property is appropriated for
public needs in the manner established by law, and is adequately
compensated for.

Article 37

The right of ownerships of entrails of the earth, ter-
ritorial waters, as well as nationally significant internal
waters, forests, parks, roads, and archaeclogical and cultural
facilities shall exclusively belong to the Republic of Lithuania.

The Republic of Lithuania :shall ,have  the. . sole sright, .,
air-space over . the territory of the Republic of/ Lithuania,
continental shelf, and the econemic zone in the Baltic- Sea.

Article 38
Every person shall have the right to freely an occupat;dn,

to work in sate and healthy conditions, .to be adequately compen-
sated for work, and to be protected from unemployment.

The employment of foreigners in the Republic of Lithuania

shall be legislated by law.

Forced labour is prohibited, .

Military service or alternative service, as well as labour
which is executed during war, natural calamity, epidemic,  or
other urgent circumstances, shall not be deemed as forced labour.
Lahaur which is executed by convicts in places of confinement and
which is regulated by law shall not be deemed as forced labour
either. :

Article 39
Every person shall have the right to rest, leisure, and an-
nual paid vacations.
Working hours shall be established by law.

Article 40

Trade unions shall be freely established and shall function
independently. All trade unions shall have equal rights.

11

Plots of land may belong to foreign diplomatic and cuhsﬁla? )
missions by the right of ownership, according to the - procedure’
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Article 41
Employees shall have the right ike i
) = 9 to strike in order to ntect
their collective economic and social interests. protect
The restrictions of this right, and the conditions and pro-

Tedures for the implementation thereof shall be establishad by
aw,

Article 42

Ffeednm of private'initiative shall be guaranteed.
) Frivate initiative and commercial activities which are
designed to restrict freedom of competition shall be prohlbite;’
) The' prccedures and conditions for the implementation 6f tam
private initiative rights of foreign legal and natural persons i;
the Republic of Lithuania shall be established by law:
Concumer interests shall be protected by society and the State.

Article 43

. ndThg St:tf'shallfbe responsible for  securing an adequate
standar o iving for its citirens Dby wa =Jofw, ] -
T of aecon & = (-

A Yy way cnomic  and s=o
lrha citn?ens shall have the right to old zge and disability
p?nbaon. social  assistance in cases of unemployment, sicknesze,
widowhood, loss of bread-winner, and other caces providnd by leaw
AEe .ded aw.

Article 443

o .y e .
" fhe State =hall consider health a national wealth, and =hall
" Fe3 Ar e : - - imi [
Tvtrm{br ?uarantee health care, limit activities which are harm-

s s ] walth DLy law. and encourage e to :

2 age people o sbrive )€ X
e CUurage [ P to strive to be an
. thlzen§ ot the Republic of Lithuania shall have the 1riaght
“? flee'medlca] §1d at state medical institutions and to hesl-
thy working and living conditions regulated by law.

All coticens must protec - i _ .
= SEPE MU yotect the environment T ar iF-
fluences. i rom harmfyl in

Article 495

.
The State shall Hecugnise tfamily as the basis of society.
Marriage shall be entered into with .

and woman.,

y Noﬁherhood. fatherhood. family., and childghood shall he

the special csare of society and tihe State.

free consent of man

in

All children, born both in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy
equal social security.

The duty of parents is to support and bring up their
children who are under age, and to inspire them with a love for
their homeland and the readiness to sacrifice themselves for the
sake thereof.

The duty of children is to respect their parents, to care
for them in old age, and to preserve their heritage.

Article 46

In Lithuania men and women shall have equal rights ——

equal opportunities to acquire education or professional
training, tao work, to be paid and promoted, as well'as to par-
ticipate in public, political, or cultural activities.

Special labour protection and health care measures for women
shall be established by law.

Mothers who raise two or more children at home shall be paid
according to law, as their work shall be deemed socially sig—
nificant.

Article 47 :

Culture, science, research and teaching shall be un-~
restricted.

The State and society shall be concerned with the foster—
ing of science and national culture, with the enrichment and
cherishing of spiritual values, and with the protection of his-
torical and cultural monuments and their extensive use in foster-—
ing the moral and aesthetic development of the people.

The law shall defend and protect the spiritual and material
interests of authors related to scientific, cultural, and artis-
ric work.

Article 48

The nmational educational system in the Republic of Lithuania
shall work in accordance with the historical and cultural tradi-
ticns of the country and its sconomic needs.

Institutions of ‘higher learning shall enijoy academic
autonomy.

Gtate and local government teaching and educational estab-—
lishments are secular. Religion may be taught at them in the man—
ner established by law. )

Frivate educational institutions may be established in addi-
tion teo GState educational institutions according to the proce-
dures established by law. .

The State shall supervise the activities of educational in-
stitutions.

chee . @
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Article 49

Education shall be compulsory for persons untill they
reach the age of 6. Education at state (local government)
secondary and vocational schools shall be free of charge.

Every person shall bhave an equal opporturnity to attain
higher education, and admission shall be based on each person’s
individual abilities. For citizens of the Republic of Lithuania
sducation at state instituticons of higher learning shall be free
of chairge with the exception of cases established by law.

Article S0

Institutione and persons involved in educational work must
toster tolerance, mutual understanding and comnunication between
individuals and ethnic. religious, and social groups.

The State and seociety shall foster international cooperation
in the spheres of science, culture, and a2ducation.

Article 951

Mass wedia shall be unrestricted and shall be only liable if
it violates the Constitution or the laws of the Republic ot
Likthuania.

Censorship i prohibited. .

Mass media may not be monopolized by the State, political
parties, public organizations, or legal and natural persens.

frticle &2

The Statsz shall recognise traditional in Lithuania churches
and religioue organisations and other churches and religious or-—
ganisations if their teaching and rilec do not contradick the
12w, morality, and public order.

The churchas and rcligicus organisations rezcoaniced by the
State shall have the rights of legal persons and shall freaely
junction according to their canons and statutes. The performance
af religious rites, other religicus activities, and prayer hous
nay not be used for the purposes thet cotradict the Constitution
and the law.

Mo religicn may b State religion.

The State shall guarantee the Chwrch the peossibilily to peir-
form religious rites in the army, hospitals., homes for the o1
derly. and orphanages.

W RArticle 3%

Diversity of political organisations in Lithuania is the
premise and guaranty of democracy.

Folitical parties shall form and express the political will
of the citizens.

14

In the Republic of Lithuania, political parties which
propagate racial, national, social, or religious hostility and
hatred, and which strive to change the democratic constitutional ™

system, may not be established.
The procedure of the sstablishment of political parties and
of their activities shall be legislated by laws.

Article 54

Ethnic communities shall independently manage their affairs
of ethnic culture, education, charity, and mutual assistance.
The State shall provide support for ethnic communities.

Article 595

The Gtate and society, recognising that the person is an
inseparable part of nature, shall take measures, in the interest
of present and future generations, to protect natural environ-
ment, its faunma and flora, landscape, as well as other units of
nature and localities which are important to the country from the
ecientific. cultural, or aesthetic point of view, and shall con-

‘cern themselves with reasconable and moderate utilization of

natural resources, their restoration,. and augmentation. ... ..
The eihaustion of land and entrails of the earth, the pol=

tution of waters and air, radio-active impact, as well as the

impoverishment of fauna and flora, shall be prohibited by law,

CHAFTER 4
THE SEIMAS

Article 56

The Seimas is the supreme and sole organ of State power rep-—
resenting the Lithuanian Feople, and has the exclusive power of
lagisiation.

The Seimas shall be accountable only to the Feople, and
therefore its activities cannot be restricted, terminated, or
zsuspended by anyone under any pretext.

Article 57

The Seimas shall consist of 140 deputies; these deputies
shall be chosen for a four-year term by universal, equal, and
direct secret-ballot slections. General elections shall be held
pvery  two  years, an  the second Sunday of February. At each
aeneral election, half of the Seimas deputies shall be subject to

re-election.

15




Article S8 .

Any citizen of Lithuania who is 27 yea}s of age or over, has
the right to vote, and has resided in Lithuania for at least five

vears, shall be eligible for nomination as a candidate for Seimas
deputy.

The procedure for organizing and executing the nomination
of ‘deputy candidates as well as their election shall be estab-
lished. by the Law on Election to the Seimas.

Minimum expenses related to the preparation and organisation
of Seimas deputy elections, shall be borne by the State. The pro-

cedure for additional financina of election campaign shall be es-
tablished by law.

Article 59

The term of office of a newly-elected Seimas deputy shall
commence on the day that the previously elected deputy’'s term ex-
pires. A

A newly-elected deputy shall acquire all of the rights of a
Seimas deputy only after taking an cath or solemnly pledging al-

legiance to the Republiec of Lithuania in the Seimas.

A newly-elected Seimas deputy who either does not take an

oath or give a pledge in the mannar prescribed by law, talkes a
conditional oath or gives a conditional pledge, or refuses to
take an oath or aqive a pledae, shall lose the mandate of a
deputy, The Seimas shall adeopt a corresponding resolution
th=reeon.

Article &0

The principal duty of a Seimas deputy is to competently rep-
resent the Feople of Lithuania. A1l of the Seimas deputies must
rermanently work in the Seimas, except in the cases specified in
Article 61 of the Constitution.

In the work of the Seimas, a deputy must strive for the
realisation of the common interests and general welfare of
Lithuania, without placing his or her persconal. professional,
trade, locsal territorial. or other partial interests above them.

In office, the deputies shall act in accordance with the
Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, the interests of the
State, and their own consciences. A deputy may not be restricted

by any imperative mandates.

16

Article 61

i ith any

ty shall be incompatible y
P e P or organisations outside the
trade, commercial and other
with the exception of the

The duties of . :
other duties in State instxtutxon?
Seimas, as well as with worg in
privaté institutions or enterprz?es,. et
implementation of property owner’'s I1g .

vern-

A Seimas deputy may be appointed only as head of the Go
ment or Minister.

Article 62

a deputy of the Seimas §hall have thea;:gzg
to the Government and its members, o
odies formed or electeq by thg et th;

respond orally or 1in writing ?
manner established by the Seimas.

During sessiong,
to submit an inquiry
the heads of other Sgate b
Said persons or bodxes'must
zession of the Seimas, in the

as, a group of deputies may submit

i Seim
At the session of the Be Minister or a Minister. .

an interpellation to-the Prime:.

eimas shall have the r;ght_to iaddre:id gli
Gtate bodies, as well as State enterpri5:§,.t2::1g$ttagséepUties’
ganisati s issues concerning the ac ivitie ; P
ganlbdti?n;!vznt;e ri;ht to obtain the requisite 1nforTa::Z?5) on
e Eha'nd ata participate in the discussion.of thein:titutiong
thiT;iaz The heads of these bodies, enterz;;z:sée11y itutlons
e - i . i the deputy witho ay.s "

3 anisations must receive :

jzgngrg;;l;r her proposals within a fixed period.

A deputy of the 8

Article 63

) i the
i t be responsible for
| of the Seimas shall no : . or | the
ting i:esﬁ;ySeimas. or for the speeches which are directly
Lh N ches W
Y?ted-to his or her parliamentary activities.
a

‘ Article 64
puty shall be inviolable. A deputy

may not be arrested, and
thout the consent of the

imas de

The person of a gexmaq
may not be found criminally responsible,_
m;z not be denied personal freedom wil

Seimas.

Article 65

17
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Conditions shall be ensured for Seimas deputies to freely
and efficiently carry out their duties and exercise their rights.

Deputies shall be remunerated for their service in the
Seimas, and all expenses incurred from related activities shall
be reimbursed with funds from the State budget. A deputy may not
receive any other salary, except in cases provided for in part 2
of Article 61 ot the Constitution.

The duties, rights, and guarantee of activities of a Seimas
deputy shall be established by the Law orn the Status of a Seimas
Deputy.

Arrticle &6

Every vyear., the Seimas shall convene for two regular ses-
zions ~ one in spring and one in fall. The spring session shall
commence on March 10th and shall end on  June Z0th. The fall
z:esion shall commence on September 10th and shall erd on
Lecember Z3rd. The Seimas may resolve to prolong a session.

Euxtraordinary sessions shall be convened at the initiative
af the leadership (bureau) of the Seimas, or upon the proposal of
a2t least one—~third of all the Seimas deputies.

Seimas sessions shall consizt of sittings of the Seimas,
as well as sittinge of the Seimas standing committees and other
conmittess which shall bhe held in the period between the Seimas
sittings. Sessions shall begin and end with & aitting of the

SEimas.
Article 67
Sittings of the Seimas shall be open to the public.
The Seimas may decide to hold closed zitfings ;ﬂ w2l l.

Fegular sittinge of  the Seimas ahall lw held according to
rocecdures prescrited by the Rules of the Seamas.

Article 68

The Chairman or Assistant Chairman of the Seimas  shall
preside over sittings of the Seimas.

The wsitting directly following elections ot the Seimas
¢hall ke opened by one of the eldest deputies of bthe 8 imas. The
Zpimas Chairman shall then be elected and shsll pre de over the
romainder of the sitting,

18

Article 69

The Seimas shall, by secret ballot, elect the Seimas leader-
ship (the Chairman of the Seimas, two Assistant Chairmen, and the
cecretary of the Seimas) for a two-year term.

The aforesaid officials shall represent the Seimas, shall
ensure efficient work of the Seimas, shall, as necessary, assist
the deputies in exercising their powers, and shall direct the
Seimas staff. ’

The leadership of the Seimas shall remain in office until
the newly-plected Seimas body convenes for its first sitting.

The Seimas leadership shall be accountable to the Seimas for
its activities. At the request of one-third of the all the
deputies, the Seimas may. at any time, by secret ballot remove
irom office the Seimas leadership, or individual members thereof.

Article 70

Standing committees shall be formed from the deputies in the
Deimas.

The standing committees shall ‘draft laws and other legisla-
tive acts, shall prepare and give preliminary consideration to
questions within the powers of the Seimas, and shall supervise
the activities of State organisations (with the exception of the
courb).

The Seimas may form special committees for the grafting of
laws and for additianal examination thereof. A

fs necessary, the Seimas shall: form investigation, auditing,
and other ad hoc committees. :

Article 71
Within its powers, the Seimas shall:

1. conzider and enact amendments to the Constitution in ac-
cordance with the procedure established in Chapter 12j

2. enact laws;
3. adopt resolutions for the Aarnanigation of a referendum or

plebiscite in the Republic of Lithuanias

19




4. form State bodies accountable to the Seimas, and shall
appoint their chief officers:

.

S, consider and approve the composition of the Government
submitted by the Prime Minister, and the programme of activities
thereof; shall receive the resignation of the Government or in-
dividual Ministers: '

&, upon the recommendation of the Government, abolish or es-—
tablish new ministries of the Republic of Lithuaniaj

.

7. supervise the activities of the Government, and of other
bodies accountable to the Seimas: shall resolve the isusue of con-
fidence in their chief officers or Ministers:

8. appoint judges to the Constitutional Court, as from among
them <hall elect by secret ballot the Chairman of the Cconstitu-
tLional Court;

9. appoint judaes to the Supremes Court, as from among them
shall appoint the Chairman of the Supreme Court;

10. announce the elections of the President of the Republic
of Lithuania. of the Seimas deputies. and of deputies of local
government Councils, and shall approve and change the members of
the Republic Electoral Committee:

11, approve the State budget and supervize the implementa-
tion thereof}

17, establish State tawes and other obligatory paymentes:
1. approve leong-term invastement programmes:
14. ratify or dencunce international treatiss whereto the

Republic of Lithuania is a partv, snd shall consider other issues
of foreign policy:

15. establish administrative territorial division of the
Republicyg

16. establich State awards of the Republic of Lithuaniaj
17. issue acls of amnestv:

18. impose martial law. announce mobilization, asz well as
chall adopt a decision to use Armed Forces: and

19. establish dirmct adminietration or announce a state of
GG QENDY .

Unless the Constitution provides otherwise; the Seimas may
also consider and resclve all other issues concerning State af-
fairs, except those issues which are under the exclusive control
of the Feople af Lithuania or those that are assigned to the
province of the court.

Article 72

The Seimas shall adopt laws, resolutions, declarations,
decisions, statements, and appeals.

The right of legislative initiative in the GSeimas shall
belong to the Seimas deputies and the Fresident of the Republic,
together with the Government.

Citizens of Lithuania shall also have the right of legisla-
tive initietive. A draft law may be submitted to the Seimas by

EOL,O000 citizens of the Republic of Lithuania who have the right

to vote. The Seimas must consider this draft law,
Article 73

Laws shall be enacted in the Seimas in accordance with the
procedure redquiring three discussions. Upon the decision of the
Seimas, a more urgent procedure for enacting laws may be adopted.

Draft laws and other urgent issues concerning tha' State
and public affairs of the Republic may be submitted to the public
for consideration prior to the third discussion thereof in the
Seimas.,

Article 74

Censtitutional laws of the Republic of Lithuania shall be
deemed adopted if at least two—thirds of all ‘the Seimas deputies
vole in the affirmative. Laws directly specified in this Con-
stitution shall be considered constitutional laws.

Common lews, resolutions of the Seimas, and declarations
shall be deemed adopted 1if the majority of all the Seimas
deputies participating in the sitting vote in favour of the issue
in question, provided that at least two-thirds of all the Seimas
deputies are participating in the sitting.

Other acts of the Seimas shall be deemed adopted if the
majority of deputies participating in the sitting vote in favour
of the act, provided that at least one half of all the deputies
of the GSeimas are present at the sitting.




Laws of the Republic of Lithuania may also be adopted by a
referendum. Drafts of laws to be submitted for a referendum must
first be considered and ddopted by the Seimas.

Article 735

The laws enacted by the Seimas shall be enforced beginning
the day after the signing and otficial promulgation thercof by
+he President of the Republic of Lithuania.

The Rules of the Sejmas and other acts adopted by the Seimas
shall be signed by the Chairman of the Seimas. Said acts shall
become effective the day after the promulgation thereof, unless
the acts themselves provide another procedure for their enforce-
ment.

Article 76

Mithin ten days of receiving & law passed by the Seimas, the
Frosident of the Republic shall either sign  and’ officially
promulgate said  law, or shall refer it back Lo the Seimas
Logether with relevant reasons for reconsideration.

In the event that the law enacted by the Seimas 1is not
veloed or signed by the Freszident of the Republic within the es-
tablished pericd. tine law shall become effective upon Lhe signing
#nd official premulgstion thereof by the Chairman of the Sei&as.-

Article 77

A law veteoed by the Frasident of the Republic may Le  racon-
cidered and enacted by the Seimas. provided this is done at the
ame zession of the Seimac.

Aftor roconsideration by the Beimas, a constitutional  law
=hell be deemed enacted 11 at leasht two-lthire and a common law
~ if at least three-fifths of all the Seimas  deputies vote  din
Live affirmative.

The  Frezident =of  the Republic suwst wilthin three doays sign
amd immediately threatter promileate the law  re-enacted by khe
Boimas.

Article 79
The State Controller shall supervise the utilization

leqitimacy of State property, the uze of the State financial
resources, and khe fulfillment of the budget. The State Control-

e

ler and Assistant Controllers shall be appointed and removed from
office by the Seimas. The system of State Control and the proce-
dures of its activities shall be established by law.

As necessary, the Seimas shall establish other institutions
af control, the system and procedures of functioning whereof

=zhall be established by law.
Article 79

For gress violation of the Constitution, or break of the
oath or pledge of office, or upon the disclosure of the fact of
felony, the Seimas may, by three-fifhts majority vote of all the
Seimas deputies, remove ‘from office the President, Constitutional
Court judges, Supreme Court judges, Court of Appeal judges, and
Seimas deputies, or revoke their mandate of a deputy. Such ac-
tions shall be done according to the impeachment proceedings
which shall be establisbed by the Rules of the Seimas.

Article 80

Other officers appointed or chosen by the Seimas (with the
axception of judges, and persons. specified iniArticle 79) -may. be:
removed from office when the Seimas ‘'by majority vote of ‘all the-
deputies expresses non-confidence in the officer in question.

Article 81

The organisation of the structure of the Seimas, and the

procedure of activities of the Seimas shall be established by

the Rules of the Seimas which shall be approved or altered by
two-thirds majority vote of all the Seimas deputies.

CHAPTER 9

THE FRESIDENT OF THE REFUELIC
Article 82
The Fresident of the Republic is the highest state officer
rapresenting  the Republic of Lithuania in national &affairs and

in international relations. Together with the Government, the
Fresident shall implement executive power.

Article 83




The Fresident of the Republic shall be elected for a term of
four vyears. The same person may not serve as Fresident of the
Republic of Lithuania for more than two cdnsecutive terms.

In order to be elected Fresident of the Republic of
Lithuania, a person must be between the ages of 25 and &5, must
te a witizen of the Republic of Lithuania by birth, must have
lived in Lithuania for no less than the past ten years, and must
have the right to vote. '

Article B4

Any citizen who meels the requirements sot forth in  Article
8% and has collected the signatures of at least 20,000 voters
shall be registered as a presidential candidate.

The number of presidential candidates shall not be limited.

Article 83

The Fresident of the Republic shall be elected by the
citizens of the Republic of Lithuania on the basis of universal,
equal, and direct suffrage by secret ballot. Regular presidential
elections shall be held simultaneously with elections to the
Seimas.

The election of the President of: the Kepublic shall he
deemed valid if more than bhalf of the registered voters par-—
ticipated the ein.

The candidate for whom more than a halt ot the electors vote
shall be deemed the elected Fresident,

if during the first election round, not a single candidate
nets the requisite number of votes, a repeat election shall be
organized after two weeks between the two candidates who received
the greatest number of votes. The candidate who receives more
votes thereaiter shall be deemed Mresident.

Article 8&

bBefore taking office, the Fresident of the Republic shall,
in the Seimas, swear to be loyal to the Republic of Lithuania and
its Conmstitution. to conscientiously fulfill his duties, and to
be equally just to all.

Article 87

The Fresident of the Republic may not bhe a deputy of the
Seimas or hold any other office, and may not receive any
remuneration other than the salary established for the Fresident.

Article 88
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The powers of the Fresident of the Republic shall be as fol-
lows:

1) to represent the Republic of Lithuania imn national af-
fairs and in internationalrelationsg

2) to sign .international treaties of the Republic of
Lithuania and to submit them to the Seimas of - the Republic of
lLithuania for ratificationg

3) upon the recommendation of the Government, to appoint or
recall diplomatic representatives of Lithuania in foreign
countries and in international organizations; to receive letters
of credence and recallg

4) upon the recommendation of the Government, to confer or
divest of highest diplomatic ranks and other special titles;

S) upon  the approval of the Seimas, to appoint the Prime

Minister, and to charge him to faorm the Government;

6) between sessions of the Seimas, - to recéive . resignatichs
from the Government or its individual Ninistérs, and if neces-—
[ArY., to commission them to continue erercising their func-
tione wuwntil a new Government is formed or a new member of the
Government is approved;

7) upen the approval of the Seimas, to appoint, or dis-
miss, as necessary, high state officers provided by lawg

2) to propose Supreme Court judge candidates, and from among
them-—~the Chairman of the Supreme Court to the Seimasy to ap-
point, with approval of the Seimas, Jjudges of the Court of
appeal ,and from among them-—-Chairman of the Court of epbaal s to
appoint judges and chairfmen of district and local district
courts, and as necessary, to change their places of office; in
cases provided by law, to propose the dismissal of judges of
district or local district courts to the Seimasg

?) upon the approval of the Seimas, to appoint or dismiss
military officers of the highest ramks &and to confer highest
military ranks;

10) in the case of an armed attack which threatens state
sovereignty or territerial integrity, to adopt decisions on
defence against such armed aggression,imposition of martial
law,as well as mobilisation, and to submit these decisions to the
next sitting of the Seimas for approvalj;




11) according to the procedures and situations established
by law, to declare a state of emergency. and to submit thas
decision to the nest sitting of the Seimas' for approvals:

12) to make annual reports in the Seimas about the situation
in Lithuania and its domestic and foreian policiess

13) in cases set forth in items 10 and 11 of this Article,
to call an extraordinary session cor sitting of the Seimass

14) to settle quesgions concerninn the granting or depriva-
tion of citizenship of the Republic of Lithuanias;

15) to confer state awards;
146) to grant pardon; and

17) to sign and promulgate laws adopted by the Seimas or to
refer them back to the Seimas according to the procedure
provided for in Article 76 of the Constatution.

Article 89

The Fresident of the Republic shall, with the powers vested
in him, issue decrees. The Fresident = decrees. with Lhe excep-
tion of cases set forth in items 5. &, 7, 12. 13, and 17 of Ar-
ticle 88 of the Constitution, shall be valid only if they bear
the signature of the Frine Minister or appropriate Minister.
Responsibility for such act pertains te the Frime HMinister or te
the Minister siagning it.

The President of the Republic shall implement decisions con-
cerning the activities of agencies subordinate to him by issuing
directives.

Article 70
The perzon of the Fr 1dent shall be invielable: while in

wifice, he cannot be arrested, neither can criminal or  ad-
ministrative procsedings be inztituted against him.

The Fresident may be prematurely.removed from office only
for  gross vieolation of the Constitution, or for breaking bhis
aaxth of office. as well as if he is found guilty of an offence.
Tre Seimas shall resolye -the issue concerning  the digmissal of

the Fresident from office according to the impeachment proceed-

ings.

Article 91

The powers of the Fresident of the Republic shall be
terminated:

1) upon the expiration of the term;
2) upon resignation from offices
Z) upon the death of the Fresident;

34) upon dismissal by the Seimas according to impeachment
proceedings: and

%) when the Seimas resolves by two—thirds majority vote of
all -its deputies, that the Fresident is unable to fulfill the
duties of office because of health reasons.

Article 92

In the event that the Fresident dies, resigns, or is unable
to fultill the duties of office, his or her duties shall tem-
porarily be passed over to the Chairman of the Seimas. In such a
case, - the Chairman of the Seimas shall lose poler:in’the.Seimas,
and the duties of Chairman shall temporarily be' carried out " by -
one of the Assistant Chairmen.

iIn the said cases, except temporary replacement of the
Fresident, the Seimas shall immediately announce the election of
a new President for the remainder of the former President’'s term.
An election of a new Fresident shall not be held if the remaining
term of office is less than one year.

CHAPTER 6
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUELIC OF LITHUAMIA
Article 93
‘The Governmant of the Republic of Lithuania is an institu-
tion of executive power. The Government, together with the
Fresident, shall shape and implement domestic policy and together
foreign policy within the limits of their powers.
The Government of the Republic of Lithuania consists of the
Ministers and the Prime Minister.
Article 924

The Gevernment of the Republic of Lithuania shall:

1) protect the inviolability of the borders of the Republic
of Lithuania, ensure State security and public order;

58]
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2) organize the implementation of laws and resolutions of
the Seimas;

J) direct and coordinate the activities of the ministries
and other governmental institutionsg

4) prepare the draft budget and submit it to the GSeimas;
organise the execution’ of the State Budget and report on the
fulfillment of the budget to the Seimas;

9) draft bills and submit them tc the Seimas for considera-—
tiong

6) establish and maintain relations with feoreign countries
and international organisations: and

7) discharge other duties prescribed to the Government Loy
the Constitution and other laws,

Article 9%

The Government of the Republic of Lithuania shall resolve
general state affairs by issuing directives which must be passed
Iy & majority vote of all members of the Government.

The Government of the Republic of Lithuania shall issue
directives pursuant the Censtituticon and the laws of the Republic
nf Lithuania and they shall be enforcad throughout the territory
o the Republic of Lithuania.

Government directives shall be signed bty the Frime Minister
and the appropriates Minister,

rticle @64

The Government of the Republic of Lithuaania shall be
zolidarily responsible to the Seimas for the ageneral activities
of  the Government. The Ministers shall be individually respon-
sible to the Frime Minister and the Seimas for the management of
affairs assigned to them,

_ Article 97
The Frime Minister shall, with the approval of the Seimas,
be nominated by the Fresident of the Republic of Lithuania.
The Frime Minister, not later fthan within 15 days of his ap-

pointment, shall submit the composition of the Government and
the programme of its activities to the Seimas far consideration,
and shall requezt to rezolve the iscue of confidence in  the
Gowvo: raant,

=8

Article 98

Before entering into office,

isters shall, in

Republic of Lithuania,
laws, and to conscientiously fulfill their duties.

the Prime Minister and the Min-~
the Seimas, solemnly swear to be loyal to the

to carry out the Constitution and the
The text of

the ocath shall be provided for in the Law on the Government.

Article 99

The Frime Minister shall represent the Government of the
Republic of Lithuania and shall direct its activities. '
In the absence of the Prime Minister, or when the Prime Min-

ister is wunable to fulfill his or her duties,

the Republic of Li
Minister, shall

the President of

thuania, upon the recommendation of -the Prime

charge

one of the Ministers

the Frime Mipister during that period.

Article 100

to substitute for

A Minister shall head his respective ministry, shalliresclve’
issues ascigned to the competence of his ministry, and shall aisc”
discharge other duties prescribed by laws.

A Minister may be temporarily substituted on
Minister charged Ly the Frime Minister,

The Governme
fidence of the Sei

Article 101

ly

by another

nt and individual Ministers must have the con~

mas.

The Government must resign if:

1) the majority of all the Seimas deputies express a lack of

confidence in the
secret ballot vote

Government or

in the Pr;me

.2) a new President is elected;

ZF) the Frime Minister resigns or dies; or

Mini

ster in a

4) more thamn & half of the Ministers simul taneously resign.
The Government shall resign after the reqular election of
the Eeiimnas or shall request the Seimas to resolve

confidence in the

A Minister
deputies or the
in him or her.

Government.

the

issue of

must resign if more than a half of the Seimas

Frime Minister

-
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expresses a lack

of

confidence




If the Seimas expresses non-confidence in an individual Min-
ister, the Frime Minister may intercede on behalf of the Minis-
ter. 1f the Seimas repeatedly expresses hon-confidence in the
said Minister, the Prime Minister must resign.

Article 102

1f the Seimas two times disapproves of the programme of the
Government’'s activities within 45 days of the nomination of the
Frime Minister, or if the Seimas expresses non- confidence in the
Government within six moqths of its formation, the Fresident of
the Republic shall form a Frovisional Government for a period of¥
six months. In such an event, the Fresident shall nominate the
Frime Minister, and on the recaommendation of the Frime Minister,
shall nominate other Ministers. While & Frovisional Bovernment ics
in effect, +he Fresident of the Republic of Lithuania shall ap-
point or dismiss the Frime Minister and the Ministers.

The Seimas cannot express non— confidence in the Frovisional
Government, but if a Minister violates the Costitution or the
lawe, o abuses his or her power, the Fresident shall, on the
recommendation of the Seimas, dismise said Minister.

Article 103X

Upon the e:xpiration of the siyv-month period, the Frovisional
Government shall either resign or submit & programne to the
Seimas requesting that the Seimas consider and resolve the ques-—
tion of confidence in this Government.

Upon the resignation of the Provisional Govermnment, the for-
mation of a new Government shall be carried out according to the
procedure established by the Constitution.

Article 104

The Ministers and Frime Minister may not hold any other of-
fice subject to nomination or election, may not be employed in
business, commercial or other private institutions or companies,
with the exception of the implementation of the rights of
property owner, and may not receive a reqular remuneration other
than the salary established for his or her respective Government
office.

%

Article 105

The Ministers and Prime Minister may not be prosecuﬁed, Car-
rested or have their freedoms restricted for committing an of-
fence without the preliminary consent of the Seimas, or, if the
Seimas is not in session, of the President.

CHAFTER 7
THE COURT
Article 106

In the Republic of Lithuania, the courts shall have the ex-
clusive right to administer justice. :

_ While administering Justi&e, the judges and the courts shall
be independent of any other state institutions, persons, or or-
ganisations.

While investigating cases, Jjudges shall obey only the laws.

Article 107

Judges may not apply laws which contradict the Constitution,

In cases where there are grounds to believe that the law
or any other legal act applicable in a certain case contradicts
the Constitution, the judge shall suspend the investigation and
shall appeal to the Constitutional Court to decide whether the
law or any other legal act in question complies with the Con-
stitution.

Article 108

The court system of the Republic of Lithuania shall consist
of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal, district’'courts, and
local courts.

For the investigation of certain litigations, other courts
may be established pursuant to law.

Courts with special powers may not be established in the
Republic of Lithuania.

The organisation and competence of courts shall be deter-
mined by the Law on Courts in the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 109




Supreme Court judges and from among them, the Chairman of
the Supreme Court shall be appointed by the Fresident of the
Republic of Lithuania upon the recommendation.of the Seimas.

Judges of the the Court of Appeal, and from amecng them, the
Chairman, shall be appointed by the Fresident of the Republic of
Lithuania upon the approval of the Seimas.

Judges and chairmen of district courts, local courts, and
other special courts shall be appointed, and if neceésary.
transferred to other places of office, by the Fresident of the
Republic of Lithuania,

The Lithuanian Senate of Judges shall consider and select
candidatures for judges, and submit recommendations concerning
their appointment, promotion, transference, or dicmissal from of-

fice to the President.

Article 110

A judge may not hold any other eleécted cor appointed posts,
may pot be employed in business, commercial, o+ any other private
institution or company, with the exception of the implementation
of property rights of an owner. He may neither receive any
remureration other than the salary established for a Jjudge. and
payments for educational, scientific, or creative activities.

A judge may not be involved in any political organisations
(parties). ’

Article 111

State authorities and governmental bodies, political
perties, public organizations. officers, a&and other citizens
§hall be prohibited from interfering with the activities of a
judge or the court, and upen violation of this shall be held
responsible by law.

Legal actions may not be instituted against a judye, reither
he may bz arrested, or restricted of persconal frnedum‘ without
the consent of the Seimas, or, in the period hetween sesszions of
the Seimas, of the Fresident of the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 112
A cogrt Jjudge of the Republic of Lithuania may be dismissed
from office according to the procedure established by law in the
following cacses: .

v

1) at his or her own will:

2) upen reaching pensicnable age determinad by law:

3) for reasons of health; and

4) upon appointment to another office or upon - voluntary
transference to another place of office.

1+ a judge’'s position is discredited by his or her be-
haviour, or if a judge is found guilty of a criminal offence, he
or she may be removed from office. The procedure for removing a
judge from office shall be established by the Law on Courts of
the KRepublic of Lithuania.

Article 113

1+ a judge of the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeal
grossly violates the Constitution, breaks the oath of office, or
is found guilty of an offence , the Seimas may remove the judge
from office according to the impeachment proceedings.

Article 114 |

A person shall be considered innocent unless. proven sguilty:
according to the procedures established by law and by the execu-
tive sentence of the court.

A person suspected of committing an offence or the defendant
shall be eligible for the right of defence, including defence
couneeling., from the moment of their tirst examination.

In all courts, the investigation of cases shall be open to
the public. Closed court sittings may be held in order to
protect the secrecy of a citizen‘s or the citizen’s family’s
private life, or to prevent the disclosure of state, profes-
sional, or commercial secrets.

ln the Republic of Lithuania, court trials shall be con-
ducted in the Lithuanian language. .

Fersons participating in a case who do not speak
Litheanian shall be entitled to an interpreter to help get ac—
quainted with the case material, and shall be permitted to use
his or her native language in court.

Article 115

The courts of the Republic of Lithuania shall have public
prosecutors who shall prosecute criminal cases on behalf of the .
State. and shall carry out criminal prosecution, supervise the
activities of interogation bodies and shall carry out pre—trial
interrogations.

The procesdure for  appeointing public prosecutors and the
ztatus of public prosecutors shall be established by law.
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CHAFTER 8
CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

' Article 116

The Constitutional Court shall review laws and other legal
atutes adopted by the Seimas, the Fresident. or the Government
o chsure that they comply with the Constitution.

The status of the Constitutional Court and the procedurs of
the execution of powers thereof chall be established bY the Law
nn the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 117

The Copstitutional Court shall consist of 9 judges appointed
ior the term of 9 years. One-third of the Constituticonal Court
membzrehip shall be renewed every three years. The judges of Fhe
Constitutional Court shall be chosen by the Beimas. upon the
proposal of the Chairman of the Geimas, fTrom thg candidates
naminated by state legal! instituticns and institutions of legal

sClenca.

The Seimas shall elect by secret ballot from among the mem-
ters of the Court the Chairman of the Constitutianal Court for
the term of three years.

Citizens ot the Republic of Lithuania who have an impeccable
whry are trained in  law, and who bhave, tar at leash
LD yea zerved in the legal profession cor in an ared ofleduca"
tion reléted ro his or her qualitications as & lawvers, shall be
cligible for appointment as judaes af the Constitutionsl Courti.

o

Article 118

In fulfilling their dJuties, Jjudges of the Conﬁtituti@nal
Ceurt shall act independently of  any other State inatitutl@n,
person, or organisation, -and shall exercise Cnnstituti?nal review
pursuaﬁt only to the Constitution of tha Republic af Lithuania.

Restricyions of the right to work or engage in political ac-
tivities which are imposed on  court judaes shall alseo be ap-
plicable to iudges ot tne constitutional Cowrt,

Judges of the Constitutional Court shall have the same right
to the immunity of person as the Seimas deputies.

Article 119
The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania shall
consider whether the following laws, legal acts, and directives
are in conformity with the Constitution of the Republic of

Lithuaniazs

1) the laws of the Republic of Lithuania, and other acts
adopted by the Seimas;

2} decrees of the Fresident of the Republic of ULithuaniaj;
and

) directives of the Government of the Republic of
Lithuania.

The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania shall

. present conclusions concerning:

1) the violation of electionglawé dufin§  éleétions.6f the:'7

President or of certain deputies of the Seimas}

2) the health condition of the Fresident of the Republic
o7 Lithuania, and his capacity to continue in office; and

3) the constitutionality of international agreements of the
Republic of Lithuania.

Article 120

The Government, a group of at least one—-fifth of all the
Seimas deputies, and the courts shall have the right of initia-
tive to address the Constitutional Court in cases provided for in
part 1 of Article 119 hereof. The President of the Kepublic may
alen address the Constitutional Court on iscsues concerning the
constitutionality of the acts adopted by the Gaovernment.

The Geimas shall have the right to apply for a conclusion of
the Constitutional Court in cases specified in part 2 of Article
119 hereof.

Article 121

A law (or & part thereof) of the Republic of Lithuania, or
any other act (or a part thereof) of the Seimas, a decree of the
Fresident of the Republic of Lithuania, a directive (or a part
thercof) of the Government may not be applied from day of the



official promulgation of the decision of the Constitutional_Court
that the act in question (or a part thereof) is inconsistent
with the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania.

The decisions of the Constitutional. Court on issues assigned
to its jurisdictiom by either the Constitution or the Law on the
Constitutional Court shall be final, and may not be appealed.

Laws and any other legal acts (or parts thereof) which
are declared inconsistent with the Constitution of the Republic
of Lithuania by the Constitutional Court, may not be applied by
the cowrt, or any other State body or official.

Article 122

The powers of a judge of the Constitutional Court shall be
terminated:

1) on the eupiration of the term of offices;

Z) upon the death of the judges

3) upon voluntary resignationg .

4) when the judge is incapable to fulfill hic or her duties
for health reasons; and

%) upan being removed from office by the Seimas according to
the impeachment proceedings.

CHARTER %
LOCAL BOVERNMENTS

Article 123

Citirens shall have the right of self-government: in the
locality of their permanent residence, they shall, directly and
throuch' the bodies of local government formed by them, resolve
and cettle., within the limits of their competence established by
law, matters of 1ocalfsignificance, and shall be respounsible for
the adopted decisions.

Local aovernmernts shall be based on  the following prin-—

ciples: that local residentz participate in ic preparation,
adoption, and implementation of decizions significant to them:

]

that the activities of the local government are made public and
are controlled by the residents; and that social justice.and law-
fulness is upheld.

The procedures for the organisation and activities of local
government institutions shall be established by law.

Article 124

The representative body of an administrative unit of State
territory shall be the local government Council, which, within
their region. shall combine and coordinate the activities of ex-
ecutive local government institutions, and shall ensure the ob-
servance of laws and the execution of governmental decisions,
public order, and the protection of the rights and legitimate in-
terests of the citizens.

Local government Council deputies shall be elected for a
two-year term by the residents of lLheir administrative unit. The
voters must be citizens of the Republic of Lithuania, and they
shall vote by cecret ballot on the basis of universal, equal,
and direct suffrage.

Article 125
Within the provincial.limits established by the Constitution’
ard laws, local governments shall have total freedom of activity

and initiative.

The Government and other central bodies of executive power
may neither violate the rights of local governments, nor affix
duties which are not provided for by law.

Article 126

ach local government shall independently draft and approve
its budget.

State institutions shall take measures to balance potential
inequalities of financial resources in the local governments, and
shall allocate subsidies if necessary.

In the event that they are appropriated financial aid, local
aavernments shall not be deprived of their freedom of action
within their provincial limits.

Local government Councils shall have the right to establish
local dues, to provide for the leverage of duties and taxes at
the euxpense of their own budget, and to approve the basic direc-
tiocn of local government economic and social development.



The property of local governments shall be owned by local
governnent Councils.

Article 127 -

Local government Councils shall establish eitecutive bodies
accountable to them for the direct implementation of laws of the
Republic of Lithuania, as well as the decisions of the Government
and local government Councils.

, Article 128
.
Local governments, seeking to realise coinmon goals, may form
unions of local governmentsz, as well as join corresponding inter-
national associations.

Article 1209

Local government Councilg =hall have the right to appaal ke
district courts reqgarding the violation of their rights.

Article 120

Inspectors shall be appointed by the Government 1o supervise
the adherence to the laws and the Constitution., and the iwplemen-=
tation of the decisions of the Government.

Government inspectors shall appeal te th= recpactive dis-
trict courts concerninag deeds and actions of loeal aovernment
Councils ‘or of their erecutive institutions or officislz, which
contradict the law or legitimate decisions of the Government.

The powers of Government inspectors and the procedures of
their actiens chall be establiched by law.

Article 131

lLeaal and natural persons mav apozal to court against ihe

deeds and actieons of lecal government Councils. their ecuecutive
tedies and officials if said desds or actiens violate the rights
of citizens or organisations.

CHAFTER 10

FINANCES, AND THE STATE EUDGET -
Article 132

In the Republic of Lithuania, the ceﬁtral bank sh&ll be the
Eank of Lithuania, which is owned by the State of Lithuania and.
is accountable to the Seimas.

The Rank of Lithuania has the exclusive right to issue bank
notes.

The Bank cf Lithuania shall:

1) prepare and implement the strategy of money turnover,
credit, financial settlements, and hard currency relations of the
Republic of Lithuania;

D) requlate money and credit turnover in Lithuaniaj

%) requlate the exchange value of the monetary unit of the
Republic of Lithuania; and

4) supervise the activities of other banks operating on.th'
territory of Lithuania. ' e . DR

The jurisdiction of the Bank of Lithuania, as well as the
procedures of its corganisation and activities, shall be estab-
lished by law.

Article 133

The Bank of Lithuania shall be directed by the Board of the
Hank, which ghall consist of the President of the Board, the
deputies to the FPresident, and the Board members.

The Board Fresident of the Bank of Lithuania shall be ap-
pointed for a five-year term by the Seimas, ©on the nomination of
the Fresident of the Republic of Lithuania.

Deputies to the Fresident of the Bank of Lithuania and mem-
bers of the Foard shall be appointed by the Seimas on the nomina-
ticn of the President of the FEBoard.

Article 134
The budgetary system of the Republic of Lithuania shall con-

zist of the independent State budget of the Republic of Lithuania
armd the independent local governments budgets.




State budget revenues shall be accrued from taies, compul-
sory payments, dues, re;eipts frrom Athe ptili:atinn or zale ofu
State property. and other income.

The budgets shall include the amount of national revenue ap-~
propriated for programmes of health care, social welfare and
relief, education, culture, science, and environmental protec—
tien, for o-:veloping the econcmy. maintaining institutions of
State authority, State government, and courts, and for organising
national defense, as well as for financing other measures
provided for by laws. N

Article 133

Taxes and other budgetary payments shall be establizhed by
the laws of the Republic of Lithuania,

All legal and natural persons located or residing on the
territory of Lithuania shall pay established taxes and other dues
o the appropriate budgets of the Republic.

Article 136

Decisions concerning State loans and other basic property
liabilities of the State shall be adopted by the Seimas on the
recommendation of the Government.

Frocedures concerning the management. utilisation. and dis-—
onal of State property shall be establishaed by law.
Article 1237

Thz budget year shall begin on the first of January snd
<hx1l end on the thirty-first of December (inclusive).

Article 138

The Government of the Republic of Lithuania shall organize
the preparation of the draft budget of the Republic of
Lithuania. and =hall submit it to the Seimas no later than 795
davs btefore the end of the budget year.

Article 139
Vo
The draft budget of the State shall be reviewed by the
fieimas. taking into consideration the report of the Government,

the proposals and conclusions of standing committees of the
Seimas, and additional reports. .
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Upon reviewing the draft budget, the Seimas may increase
the expenditures only by establishing the sources of revenues for
financing said expenditures. Until the laws are not amended, the
expenditures established thereby may not be reduced.

Article 140

If the State Budget is not approved by the prescribed
date, the monthly budget expenditures at the beginning of the
budget year may not exceed one—twelfth of the State Budget expen-
ditures of the previous budget year.

During the budget year, the Seimas may approve an addi-
tional budget.

Article 141
The Government of the Republic of Lithuania, with the State

Controller participating, shall review the report on the execu-
tion of the State Budget, and shall submit it to the Seimas for

.approval no later than three months after the end of the budget

year.

CHAFTER 11

FOREIGN POLICY AND NATIONAL DEFENCE
‘Aarticle 142

In conducting foreign policy, the Republic of Lithuania
shall pursue the universally recognized principles and norms of
international law, shall strive to safeguard national security
and independence, as well as the basic rights and freedoms and
welfare of its citizens, and shall take part in the creation of
sound international order based on law and justice.

Article 143

The Republic of Lithuania shall participate in international
organizations and in structures of collective security, provided
that they are not in contradiction with the interests and inde-
pendence of the State.

Article 144

The FRepublic of Lithuania shall neither participate in nor
sign bilateral or multilateral international treaties which are
in contradiction with the Constitution of the Republic of
Lithuania.
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Article 145
The Seimas shall either ratify or denounce international
treaties of the Republic of Lithuania which concern:

1) the realignment of the state borders of the Republic of
Lithuanias

2) political cooperation with foreign countries, mutual as-
sistance, or treaties related to national defence;

3) the renunciation of utilization of force or threatening
by force as well as peace treatiesg

4) the stationing of the armed forces of the Republic of
Lithuania on the territory of a foreign state and its status, as
well as the stationing of foreign armed forces on the ter-
ritory of the Republic of Lithuania and its statusg

5) the participation of Lithuania in universal or regional
international organisations; and

6) multilateral or long term economic agreements.
lLLaws and international treaties may provide for other cases in
which the Seimas shall ratify international treaties of the
Republic of Lithuania.

International agreements and pacts which are ratified by the
ZFeimas of the Republic of Lithuania shall be the constituent part
of the legal system of the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 144

Citirens of the Republic of Lithuania must concern them-
selves with the national defence of Lithuania, )

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania are obliged to serve
in the national defence service or to perform alternative service
in the manner established by law.

Article 147

The main aqoal ‘aof  the Armed Forces of the Republic of
lLithuania is the defence of the homeland.

The organization of national defence, the status of the
Armed Forces, and the procedure for military service shall be es-
teblished by laws.

Article 148 .

The Armed Forces shall be headed by Chief Commander of the
Army, who shall be appointed by the Seimas upon the recommenda-
tion of the Fresident and shall be dismissed, by the Seimas.

The Minister of National Defence shall direct the organisa-
tion of military service and the provision of armed forces. The
Minister of National Defence may not be in active military serv-
ice.

Article 149

Spldiers in active military service may not be deputies of
the Seimas or of local governments, may not hold elected or ap-
pointed posts in State civil service, and may not take part in
the activities of political parties or other political social or-
ganisations (or movements).

Article 1350

. i . -

The Seimas shall ' impose. martial 1law, - -shall’ announce
mobilisation or demobilisation, and shall adopt decisions to use
armed force in defence of the homeland or for the fulfillment
of the international obligations of Lithuania.

In the event of an armed attack which threatens the ter-
ritorial integrity or the sovereignty of the State, the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Lithuania shall immediately pass a deci-
sion concerning defence against such armed aggression, shall im-
pose martial law throughout . the country or in separate parts
thereof, shall declare mobilisation, and shall submit these deci-
sion to the next sitting of the Seimas and in the period between
the sessions, shall immediately convoke an extraordinary session
of the Seimas.

Article 1951

In the event that martial law is being imposed during the
time of a regular election, the Seimas or the Fresident sbhall
adopt a decision to extend the term of the Seimas, the President,
and local Government Councils. In such cases, the elections must
be held not later than within three months after martial law is
lifted.

Article 152
In the event that the constitutional system or public order
of the State is threatened, the Feimas may declare a state of

energency throughout the country or in cseparate parts thereof for
a period not enceeding six months.
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In the event of emergency, and if the Seimas is not in ses-—
sion, the President of the Republic shall have the right to pass
such a decision, and shall, at the same ‘time, convoke extraor-
dinary session of the Seimas for the consideration of this issue.

The state of emergency shall be regulated by law.

Article 153

The State shall provide and care for soldiers whose health
is damaged during military service, as well as for the families
of coldiers who lose their lives during military service.

The GState shall also provide for citizens whose health is
damaged while defending the homeland, and for the families
of citizens who lose their lives in defence of the homeland.

CHAFTER 12

AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION
Article 154

In order te amend or append the Constitution af the Republic
of Lithuania, & proposal must be submitted to the Seimas by
either at least one-fourth of the Seimas deputies, or by at least
300,000 electors.,

The Seimas shall beqgin ‘to debate bills to amend the Con-
stitution no earlier than one month and no later than three
months from t.e day of submission therecf.

During a state of emergercy or martial law, amendments to
the Comstitution may not be made.
Article 185
Eills to amend the Constitution must be considered and voted

upon in the Seimas three times. There must be a lapse of at least
one month between each vote. .

With the euceptioﬁ of cases provided for in Article 156,
bills for the amendment of the Constitutien shall be deemed
adopted by the Seimas if, in each of the votes. at least three-
fourths of all the Seimas deputies vote in favour of the enachk-
ment.

Aan amendment to the Constitution wHich is rejected by . the
Seimas may not be submitted to the Seimas for re—-consideration
for the period of one year.

Article 156

) After the first discussion and voting in the Seimas, a
bill to amend the Constitution may be submitted for approval by a
referendum.

The provision of Article 1 of the Constitution that the
State of Lithuania is an independent and democratic republic may
only be amended by a plebiscite of the Feople of Lithuania,
provided that at least three-fourths of the electorate of
Lithuania vote in favour thereof.

The provisions of Chapter 1 ("The State of Lithuania") and
Chapter 12 ("Amending the Constitution") may be amended only by
a referendum. FPrior to the referendum, an appropriate bill to
amend the Constitution must be discussed in the Seimas and must

. ke adopted by at least three-fourths majority vote of all the

Seimas deputies.

Article 157

The adopted law on the amendment to the Constitution shall
Lbe signed by the Chairman of the Seimas, and officially promul-
gated in the press within 7 days.

The law on the amendment to the Constitution shall become
effective no earlier than one month after the adoption therqof.




