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THE LITHUANIAN NATION
— having established its State many centuries ago
— having preserved its native language» writing.and customs, 

having defended its freedom and independence.
-- having based legal foundations on the Lithuanian Statutes 

arid the Constitutions of the Republic of Lithuania.
consolidating the principles of open civil society on the 

basis of justice and harmony,
fostering peace and cooperation with the nations of 

world community,striving to ensure the inborn right of man and nation to 
live and create in the land of their fathers and forefathers —- 
in the newly reborn independent democratic State of Lithuania, ---

enacts and declares this
CONSTITUTION

CHAPTER 1

THE STATE OF LITHUANIA 
Article 1

The State of Lithuania shall be an independent and 
democratic republic.

The independence of the Republic of Lithuania cannot be 
limited or otherwise violated.

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall have the right 
to resist anyone who encroaches upon the sovereignty of the State 
of Lithuania or its territorial integrity by force.

Article 2
Sovereignty in Lithuania shall be vested in the People of 

Lithuania.
No one mav. by any pretext, limit or restrict the 

sovereignty of the People. No fraction of the People, organisa
tion, ' or person may make claims to the sovereign powers of the
People. ;v:. ' I. ;

Article 3
The Lithuanian people shall consist of °f

l ithuania, i.e. Lithuanians, persons of other nationalities h 
have permanently been residing on the territory °f Lithuania, as 
well as persons who have acquired citizenship of the Republic of 
Lithuania in accordance with law.

Article 4
The inopie shall exercise the sovereignty vested in them 

through the deputies of the Seimas, who are their elected rep 
sen tativcos.

The People shall directly exercise their sovereign power 
through referenda (plebiscites) and elections.

Article 5
The powers of the State shall be obtained from the 

soverpinnty of the People.
in Lithuania, the powers of the State shall ^ exercised by 

the Seimas. the President and the (Bovernment, and the Judiciary
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Full and absolute power may not be concentrated in any one 
State institution.

Article 6
The scope of powers granted to each institution of power 

shall be determined by the Constitution.
The functioning of State institutions, their relations with 

citizens and legal persons shall be based on the Constitution of 
the Republic of Lithuania and the laws enacted in pursuance 
thereof.

Article 7

The Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania shall be the 
basic law of the State, therefore, no legal statutes or actions 
may contradict the Constitution.

Constitutional review shall be exercised by the Constitu
tional Court.

Article 8
The Constitution shall be an indivisible and directly ap

plicable statute.

Article 9
Only officially promulgated laws shall be .implemented in the 

Republic of Lithuania. Therefore no person may plead ignorance of 
the enacted laws.

Article .10

The terri tory of the Republic of Lithuania shall be unified 
and shall nor be divided into any other State derivatives.

The State borders of Lithuania may be realigned only by an 
international treaty which has been ratified by three-fourths 
ajority vote of all the deputies of the Seimas, or by a referen
ti m .

Artic le il

For the organisation of local administration and local 
government, the territory of the Republic of Lithuania shall be 
divided into the following administrative divisions! towns, dis
tricts (apskritis), and rural districts (valscius).

The procedure for settling issues of administrative divi
sions shall be established by law.

Article 12
Citizenship of the Republic of Lithuania shall be acquired 

by birth, by having the citizenship restored, or on other bases 
established by law.

Foreign nationals and stateless persons may acquire citizen
ship of the Republic of Lithuania if they have resided in 
Lithuania for at least ten years, and if they meet other 
naturalisation requirements.

Persons of Lithuanian descent who are residing outside of 
the Republic of Lithuania shall retain priority rights of 
citizenship of the.Republic of Lithuania for an unlimited, period 
of time, and naturalisation terms shall not apply.

The procedures for acquisition and loss of citizenship of 
the Republic of Lithuania shall be established by law.

Article 13
The State language shall be Lithuanian.
The use of other languages in State and public institutions 

shill 1 be established by the Law on State Language.
Article 14

The Lithuanian State emblem shall be the white Vytis on a 
red background.

Article 15
The Lithuanian State flag shall be the national flag, con

sisting of three equal horizontal stripes: the uppermost stripe 
being yellow, the middle stripe being green, and the bottom 
stripe being red.

Article 16
The Lithuanian State anthem shall be Vincas Kudirka's 

"Tautiska Giesme".



The capital of the Republic of Lithuania shall he Vilnius, 
the long-standing historical capital of Lithuania.

CHAPTER 2

HUMAN AND- CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 
Article IS

Personal freedom shall be inviolable. A person may be pei— 
secuted, arrested, imprisoned, or subjected to other restrictions 
of freedom only upon the order of the court, and provided that 
there are reasonable grounds therefor.

A person may be detained in flagranti without a requisite 
order, but an order from the court concerning this detention 
must be presented to the detainee within 48 hours. In the event 
that a court order is not presented, the detained person shall be 
released immediately.

Article 17
The person shall be inviolable. The use of torture, cruel 

physical force, and psychological means of influence shall be 
prohibited.

No laws may be adopted which provide for cruel or degrading 
punishment.

No person may be subjected to medical testing or scientific 
influence without, his or her consent thereto.

' Article 20
The State shall guarantee the inviolability of every 

individual's private life.

Personal correspondence, telephone conversations, telegraph 
messages. and other information concerning a person's private 
life shall be inviolable.

This freedom may only be restricted by a justified court 
order and in accordance with law.

Article 21

A person's dwelling place shall be inviolable. ...
Without the consent of the resident(s), the entrance and 

search of a dwelling place, and the seizure or apprehension of 
property shall only be permitted when there is a p,j>lTe'jjp°nd{'n® 
court order, or according to the procedure established by law 
when the objective of such an action is to protect a person s 
life, health, or property.

Article 22
Each person shall have the right to develop and hold his or 

her opinion and convictions, and to express his or her own ideas 
in a peaceful way.

Each person shall have the right to freely seek, receive, 
and impart any information or ideas, regardless of frontiers, by 
means of speech. writing, press, and other mass media, 
through artistic expression, and in other ways at his or her 
discretion. ......... - . I.;...'.,.... ■

Citi-rns Shall have the riqht to obtain any available-infoi 
.nation which concerns them from State agencies, in the manner es
tablished by law.

Freedom of expression may only be restricted by law in order 
to protect a. person's honour, dignity, or privacy, or.for the 
benefit, of the morality of the people, or for reasons of State 
security.

Article 23
Every person shall freely exercise the freedom of con- 

science and religion.
Every person shall have the right to freely choose his or 

her religion or belief, and, either individuality or in community 
with others and in public or private, to manifest Ь1* 
religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.

No person may coerce another person or be suject to coercion 
to adopt or profess any religion or belief.



ft person's freedom to manifest his or her religion or belief 
mav be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by the 
laws of the Republic of Lithuania and are necessary to protect 
public safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights 
and freedoms of others.

Parents and legal guardians shall have the liberty to ensure 
the religious and moral education of their children in conformity 
with their own convictions.

Article 24

All people shall be equal before the law and the court.
An individual shall in no way be restricted 

the basis of ses, race, nationality, language, 
status, religion, convictions, or opinions.

Article 25
Every indicted person shall have the right to a fair and 

public hearing by an independent and impartial court.
Punishment may only be administered or applied on the basis 

of law. No person may be punished for the same offence twice.
Persons cannot be compelled to give evidence against them

selves or against their family members.
Article 26

Liabilities may only be imposed upon a person in accordance 
with the law.

or privileged on 
origin, social

Article 27
Citizen of the Republic of Lithuania may not bo extradited 

to foreign states, except in cases provided for by international 
agreements whereto the Republic of Lithuania is a party.

Article 28
The right of eaçh citizen of the Republic of Lithuania to 

reside anywhere in the Republic of Lithuania shall not be subject 
to any resrictitions except those which are provided bv law, are 
nocessarv to protect a person’s life or health. or State 
occurity.

a

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall have, the right 
to leave and return to their country.

Article 29
Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall have the. right 

to participate in the government of their State both directly and 
through their freely elected representatives, and shall have the 
equal opportunity to serve in a State office of the Republic of 
Lithuania.

Each citizen shall also have the right to criticize the 
shortcomings of State institutions, and to submit proposals con
cerning the improvement of their work.

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall be guaranteed 
the right to petition, i.e. the right to appeal to State institu
tions to settle the proposed issue of public significance, in the 
manner established by law. Every petition must be acknowledged in 
accordance with the law.

Article 30
Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall- havé; the ;; right ’ 

to vote.
Citizens who, on the election day, are 18 years of age or 

over, shall have the right to vote in the election.
The right to be elected shall be established by the Con

stitution of the Republic of Lithuania or by the election laws.
Citizens who are declared legally incapable by court, ás 

well as persons who are being confined in connection with the in
vestigation of a criminal case or in accordance with a court sen
tence (order), shall not participate in elections.

Article 31
Every citizen of the Republic of Lithuania shall have the 

right to form associations (societies). In cases established by 
law, associations shall be registered.

Secret associations, and associations which are pursuing un
lawful objectives and which are directed against the Constitu
tional system shall be prohibited. Associations of militarised 
type shall be established in accordance with law. . Associations 
whose activities contravene the law may be dissolved . or 
suspended by court order.

No person may bo forced to belong to any association.



Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall have the right 
to assemble in peaceful, unarmed meetings.

This riqht may be restricted only by law if meetings in 
public places are liable to pose a threat to the security of the 
State or the community.

Article 33
While exercising their rights and freedoms, persons 

must observe the Constitution and the laws of the Republic of 
Lithuania, and must not impair the legitimate interests or other 
people.

Article 34
Every person whoso constitutional rights or' freedoms are 

violated shall have the right to appeal to court.
The law shall establish the procedure for compensating 

material and moral damage inflicted on a person.

Article 35
Basic rights and freedoms set forth in Articles 20, 21, 22,

23, and 32 of this Constitution may be restricted by law in the 
event that a state of emergency or martial law is introduced.

CHAPTER 3

SOCIETY AND THE STATE 
Article 36

A person’s natural and inalienable right of ownership shall 
bn the main guaranty that personal interests and freedoms shall 
be implemented, and stjal’l also be the premise that property 
shall be utilized morally and rationally.The State shall guarantee the right of every person to own 
property, either alone or together with other persons, and shall 
also guarantee the right of inheritance.

Land, internal waters, forests, and parks may belong only 
to citizens of the Republic of Lithuania by the right of ownei—. 
ship.

Plots of land may belong to foreign diplomatic and consular 
missions by the right of ownership, according to the procedure 
and conditions established by the laws of the Republic of 
Lithuania

In utilizing property, an owner may not harm the common wel
fare, or the rights and freedoms of citizens.

The right of ownership is inviolable. It may only be 
restricted in the event that the property is appropriated for 
public needs in the manner established by law, and is adequately 
compensated for.

Article 37
The right of ownerships of entrails of the earth, ter

ritorial waters, as well as nationally significant internal 
waters, forests, parks, roads, and archaeological and cultural 
facilities shall exclusively belong to the Republic of Lithuania.

The Republic of Lithuania shall , have, the -sole right; . to.;'-; 
air—space over the territory of the Republic of Lithuania, its
continental shelf, and the economic zone in the Baltic Sea.

Article 38
Every person shall have the right to freely an occupation, 

to work in safe and healthy conditions, to be adequately compen
sated for work, and to be protected from unemployment.

The employment of foreigners in the Republic of Lithuania 
shall be legislated by law.

Forced labour is prohibited.
Military service or alternative service, as well as. labour 

which is executed during war, natural calamity, epidemic, or 
other urgent circumstances, shall not be deemed as forced labour. 
Labour which is executed by convicts in placee of confinement and 
which is regulated by law shall not be deemed as forced labour 
either.

Article 39
Every person shall have the right to rest, leisure, and an

nual paid vacations.
Working hours shall be established by law.

Article 40
Trade unions shall be freely established and shall function 

independently. All trade unions shall have equal rights.



Employees shall have the right to strike in order to protect 
their collective economic and social interests.

The restrictions of this right, and the conditions and pro
cedures for the implementation thereof shall be established by 
1 aw.

Article 42
Freedom of private'initiative shall be guaranteed.

Private initiative and commercial activities which are 
designed to restrict freedom of competition shall be prohibited.

The procedures and conditions for the implementation of the 
private initiative rights of foreign legal and natural persons in 

the Republic of Lithuania shall be established by law. 
Consumer interests shall be protected by society and the State.

Article 43
The State shall be responsible for securing an adequate 

standard of living for its citizens by way of economic and so
cial means.

The citizens shall have the right to old age and disability 
pension, social assistance in cases of unemploymcnt, sickness, 
widowhood, loss of bread-winner, and other cases provided by law.

Article 44
The State shall consider health a national wealth, arid shall 

therefor guarantee health care, limit activities which aro barin- 
mi to health by law. and encourage people to strive to be in 
good health.

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania shall htive the rigid: 
to free medical aid at stólto medical institutions and to heal
thy working and living conditions regulated by law.

All citizens must protect the environment from harmful in~ 
11uences.

Article 45
The State shall Recognise family as the basis of society. 
Marriage shall be entered into with free consent of man 

and woman.
Motherhood, fatherhood, family, and childhood shall be in 

the special care of society and the State.

All children, born both in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy 
equal social security. .

The duty of parents is to support and bring up their 
children who are under age, and to inspire them with a love for 
their homeland and the readiness to sacrifice themselves for the 
sake thereof.The duty of children is to respect their parents, to care 
for them in old age, and to preserve their heritage.

Article 46

In Lithuania men and women shall have equal rights 
equal opportunities to acquire education or professional 

training, to work, to be paid and promoted, as well as to pai 
ticipate in public, political, or cui tural activities.

Special labour protection and health care measures for women 
shall be established by law.Mothers who raise two or more children at home shall be paid 
according to law, as their work shall be deemed socially sig- 
nif ic¿>nt.

Article 47 . , . ,
Culture. science, research and teaching shall be un

restricted.The State and society shall be concerned with the foster- 
ing of science and national culture, with the enrichment and 
cherishing of spiritual values, and with the protection of his
torical and cultural monuments and their extensive use in foster
ing the moral and aesthetic development of the people.

The law shall defend and protect the spiritual and material 
interests of authors related to scientific, cultural, and artis- 
tic: work.

Article 48
The n¿\tional educational system in the Republic of Lithuania 

shall work in accordance with the historical and cultural tradi
tions of the country and its economic needs.

Institutions of higher learning shall enjoy academic
autonomy. , , . . , . .State and local novernment teaching and educational estad— 
1ishments are secular^ Religion may be taught at them in the man
ner established by law. . .Private educational institutions may be established in addi 
tion to State educational institutions according to the proce
dures established by law.The State shall supervise the activities of educational in
stitutions.



Education shall be compulsory for persons untili they 
reach the age of 16. Education at state (local government) 
secondary and vocational schools shall be free of charge.

Every person shall have an egual opportunity to attain 
higher education, and admission shall be based on each person s 
individual abilities. For citizens of the Republic of Lithuania 
education at state institutions of higher learning shall be free 
of charge with the exception of cases established by law.

Article 50
Institutions and persons involved in educational work must 

foster tolerance, mutual understanding and communication between 
individuals and ethnic, religious, and social groups.

The State and society shall foster international cooperation 
in the spheres of science, culture, and education.

Article 51
Mass media shall he unrestricted and shall be only liable if 

it violates the Constitution or the laws of the Republic of 
Lithuania.

Censorship is prohibited.
Mass media may not be monopolized by the State-, political 

parties, public organizations, or legal and natural persons.
Article 52

The State shall recognise traditional in Lithuania churches 
and religious organisation? and other churches and religious or
ganisations if their teaching and ritos do not contradict the 
law, morality, and public order.

The churches and religious organisations recognised bv the 
State shall have the rights of legal persons and shall freely 
function according to their canons and statutes. The peltormance 
of religious rites, other religious activities, and prayer houses 
fia/ not be used for the purposes that cotradict the Constitution 
a n d the 1 aw.

Mo religion may bn State religion.
The State shall guarantee the Church the possibility to per

form religious rites in the army, hospitals, homes for tht.- el
derly. and orphanages.

Article 5'i
Diversity of political organisations in Lithuania is the 

premise and guaranty of democracy.
Political parties shall form and' express the political will 

of the citizens.

In the Republic of Lithuania, political parties which 
propagate racial, national, social, or religious hostility and 
hatred, and which strive to change the democratic constitutional 

system, may not be established.
The procedure of the establishment of political parties and 

of their activities shall be legislated by laws.
Article 54

Ethnic communities shall independently manage their affairs 
of ethnic culture, education, charity, and mutual assistance. 
The State shall provide support for ethnic communities.

Article 55
The State and society, recognising that the person is an 

inseparable part of nature, shall take measures, in the interest 
of present and future generations, to protect natural environ 
ment. its fauna and flora, landscape, as well as other units of 
nature and localities which are important to the country from the 
scientific, cultural, or aesthetic point of view, and shall con 
cern themselves with reasonable and moderate utilization of 
natural resources, their restoration,, and augmentation. ?

The exhaustion of land and entraile of the earth, the poi 
lution of waters and air, radio-active impact, as well the
impoverishment of fauna and flora, shall be prohibited by law.

CHAPTER 4 
THE SE I MAS 
Article 56

The Seimas is the supreme and sole organ of State power rep
resenting the Lithuanian People, and has the exclusive power of 
legislation.

The Seimas shall be accountable only to the People, and 
therefore its activities cannot be restricted, terminated, or 
suspended by anyone under any pretext.

Article 57
The Seimas shall consist of 140 deputies; these deputies 

shall be chosen for a four-year term by universal, equal, and 
direct secret-ballot elections. General elections shall be held 
evpry two years. on the second Sunday of February. At each 
general election, half of the Seimas deputies shall be subject to 
re-election.



Any citizen of Lithuania who is 27 years of age or over, has 
the right to vote, and has resided in Lithuania for at least five 
years, shall be eligible for nomination as a candidate for Seimas deputy.

The procedure for organizing and executing the nomination 
of deputy candidates as well as their election shall be estab
lished by the Law on Ejection to the Seimas.

Minimum expenses related to the preparation and organisation 
of Seimas deputy elections, shall be borne by the State. The pro
cedure for additional financing of election campaign shall be es
tablished by law.

Article 59

The term of office of a newly-elected Seimas deputy shall 
commence on the day that the previously elected deputy's term expires.

A newly-elected deputy shall acquire all of the rights of a 
Seimas deputy only after taking an oath or solemnly pledging al
legiance to the Republic of Lithuania in the Seimas.

A newly-elected Seimas deputy who either does not take an 
oath or give a pledge in the manner prescribed by law, takes a 
conditional oath or gives a conditional pledae, or refuses to 
take an oath or give a pledge, shall lose the mandate of a 
deputy. The Seimas shall adopt a corresponding resolution thereon.

Article 60
1 he piincipal duty of a Seimas deputy is to competently rep

resent the People of Lithuania. All of the Seimas deputies must 
permanently work in the Seimas, except in the cases specified in 
Article 61 of the Constitution.

In the work of the Seimas, a deputy must strive for the 
realisation of the common interests and general welfare of 
Lithuania, without placing his or her personal. professional , 
trade, local terri toriati or other partial interests above them.

In office, the deputies shall act in accordance with the 
Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, the interests of the 
State, and their own consciences. A deputy may not be restricted 
by any imperative mandates.

The duties of a Seimas deputy shall be incompatible with any 
other duties in State institutions or organisations outsxd.в the 
Seimas. as well as with work in trade, commercial and other 
private institutions or enterprises, with the exception
implementation of property owner's rights.

A Seimas deputy may be appointed only as head of the Govern- 
ment or Minister.

Article 62

session óf the Seimas, in the manner established by the Seimas.
At the session of the Seimas, a group of deputies may submit 

an interpellation to the Prime Minister or a Minister.

„Ы1лж s
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ancoro añ i sat ions"must receive the deputy without delay, and con
sider his or her proposals within a fixed perio .

Article 63
A deputy of the Seimas shall not be responsible for the 

voting in the Seimas, or for the speeches which are directly 
lated to his or her parli'amentary activities.

• Article 64
The person of a Seimas deputy shall be inviolable. «deputy

Г:* nÓÓtb\¡°LdeniórÍnp^^nótS?r^dome:ithóut°theecÓósent oí the

Seimas.
Article 65



Conditions shall be ensured for Seimas deputies to freely 
and efficiently carry out their duties and exercise their rights.

Deputies shall be remunerated for their service in the 
Seimas, and all expenses incurred from related activities shall 
be reimbursed with funds from the State budget. A deputy may not 
receive any other salary, except in cases provided for in part 
of Article 61 of the Constitution.

The duties, rights, and guarantee of activities of a Seimas 
deputy shall be established by the Law on the Status of a Seimas 
Deputy.

Article 66
Every year. the Seimas shall convene for two regular ses

sions — one in spring and one in fall. 1 he spring session shall 
commence on March 10th and shall end on June 30th. The fall 
v-sriion shall commence on September loth and shall end on 
December 23rd. The Seimas may resolve to prolong a session.

Extraordinary sessions shall be convened at the initiative 
of the leadership (bureau) of the Seimas, or upon the proposal of 
at least one-third of all the Seimas deputies.

Seimas sessions shall consist of sittings of the Seimas, 
as well as sittings of the Seimas standing committees and othcr 
committees which shall be held in the period between the Seimas 
sittings. Sessions shall begin and end with a sitting of the 
Seimao.

Article 67
Sittings of the Seimas shall be open to the public.
The Seimas may decide to hold closed sittings as well.
Regular sittings of the Seimas shall he held according to 

procedures prescribed by the Rules of the Seimas.

Article 60
The Chairman or Assistant. Chairman of the Seimas shall 

presida over sittings of the Seimas.
The sitting directly following elections of the Seimas 

shall be opened by one of the eldest deputies of the Seimas. The 
'Soinias Chairman shall then be elected and shall preside over the 
remainder of the sitting.

1 0

The Seimas shall, by secret ballot, elect the Seimas leader
ship (the Chairman of the Seimas, two Assistant Chairmen, and the 
Secretary of the Seimas) for a two-year term.

The aforesaid officials shall represent the Seimas, shall 
c-nsure efficient work of the Seimas, shall, as necessary, assist 
the deputies in exercising their powers, and shall direct the 
Seimas staff.

The leadership of the Seimas shall remain in office until 
tho newly-elected'Seimas body convenes for its first sitting.

The Seimas leadership shall be accountable to the Seimas for 
its activities. At the request of one-third of the all the 
deputies. the Seimas may. at any time, by secret ballot remove 
from office the Seimas leadership, or individual members thereof.

Standing committees shall be formed from the deputies in the 
Seimas.

The standing committees shall draft laws and other legisla- 
live act's. «¿há 1 1 prepare and give preliminary consideration to 
questions within the powers of the Seimas, and shall supervise 
the activities of State organisations (with the exception of the 
court).

The Seimas may form special committees for the drafting of 
laws and for additional examination thereof.

As necessary, the Seimas shall form investigation, auditing, 
and other ad hoc committees.

Article 71

Within its powers, the Seimas shall:
!.. consider and enact amendments to the Constitution in ac

cordance with the procedure established in Chapter l^î

2. enact laws;
3. adopt resolutions for the ornan legation of a referendum or 

plebiscite in the Republic of Lithuania,
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4. form State bodies accountable to the Sexmas, and 
appoint their chief officers!

5. consider and approve the composition of the Government 
submitted by the Prime Minister, and the programme of activities 
thereof; shall receive the resignation of the Government or in
dividual Ministers;

6. upon the recommendation of the Government, abolish or es
tablish new ministries of the Republic of Lithuania;

7. supervise the activities of the Government, and of other 
bodies accountable to the Seimas; shall resolve the issue of con
fidence in their chief officers or Ministers;

8. appoint judges to the Constitutional Court, as from among 
them shall elect by secret ballot the Chairman of the Constitu
tional Court;

9. appoint judges to the Supreme Court, as from among them 
shall appoint the Chairman of the Supreme Court;

10. announce the elections of the President of the Republic 
of Lithuania. of the Seimas deputies. and of deputies of local 
government Councils, and shall approve and change the members of 
the Republic electoral Committee:

11. approve the State budget and supervise the implementa
tion thereof;

12. establish State taxes and other obligatory payments;
13. approv'e long-term investment programmes;
14. ratify or denounce international treaties whereto the 

Republic of Lithuania is a party, and shall consider other .issues 
of foreign policy;

15. establish administrative territorial division of the 
Republic ;

16. establish State awards of the Republic of Lithuania;

17. issue acLs of amnesty;
18. impose martial 'law. announce mobilisation, as well as 

shall adopt a decision to use Armed Forces; and
19. establish direct administration or announce a state of

emergency.

Unless the Constitution provides otherwise, the Seimas may 
also consider and resolve all other issues concerning State af
fairs, except those issues which are under the exclusive control 
of the People of Lithuania or those that are assigned to the 
province of the court.

Article 72
The Seimas shall adopt laws, resolutions, declarations, 

decisions, statements, and appeals.
The right of legislative initiative in the Seimas shall 

belong to the Seimas deputies and the President of the Republic, 
together with the Government.

Citizens of Lithuania shall also have the right of legisla
tive initiative. A draft law may be submitted to the Seimas by 
.50,000 citizens of the Republic of Lithuania who have the right 
to vote. The Seimas must consider this draft law.

Article 73
Laws shall be enacted in the Seimas in accordance with the 

procedure requiring three discussions. Upon the decision of the 
Seimas, a more urgent procedure for enacting laws may be adopted.

Draft laws and other urgent issues concerning the State 
and public affairs of the Republic may be submitted to the public 
•for consideration prior to the third discussion thereof in the 
Seimas.

Article 74
Constitutional laws of the Republic of Lithuania shall be 

deemed adopted if at least two-thirds of all the Seimas deputies 
vote in the affirmative. Laws directly specified in this Con
stitution shall be considered constitutional laws.

Common laws, resolutions of the Seimas, and declarations 
shall bo deemed adopted if the majority of all the Seimas 
deputies participating in the sitting vote in favour of the issue 
in question, provided that at least two—thirds of all the Seimas 
deputies are participating in the sitting.

Other acts of the Seimas shall be deemed adopted if the 
majority of deputies par tic .ipa ting .in the sitting vote in favour 
P< mo act, provided that at least one half of all the deputies 
of the Seimas are present at the sitting.



Laws of the Republic of Lithuania may also be adopted by a 
referendum. Drafts of laws to be submitted for a referendum must 
first be considered and adopted by the Seimas.

Article 75
The laws enacted by the Seimas shall be enforced beginning 

the day after the signing and official promulgation thereof by 
the President of the Republic of Lithuania.

The Rules of the Sesmas and other acts adopted by the Seimas 
shall be signed by the Chairman of the Seimas. Said acts shall 
become effective the day after the promulgation thereof, unless 
the acts themselves provide another procedure for their enforce-

Article 76
Within ten days of receiving a law passed by the Seimas. the 

President of the Republic: shall either sign and' officially 
promulgate said law, or shall refer it back to the Seimas 
together with relevant reasons for reconsideration.

In the event that the law enacted by the Seimas is not 
vetoed or signed by the President, of the Republic within the es
tablished parled. the law shall become effective upon the signing 
and official promulgation thereof by the Chairman of the Seimas.

Article 77
A law vetoed by the President of the Republic may be recon

sidered and enacted by the Seimas, provided this is done at the
cession of the ScimñC.
After reconsideration by the Seimas, a constitutional law 

shell be deemed enacted if at least, two-thirds. and a common law 
- if at. least three-fifths of all the Seimas deputies voto in 
Uva affirmative.

The President of the Republic must within throe days sign 
and immediately threafter promulgate the law re-enacted by the 
Bs.'ini «tí? .

Article 78

The Stati? Controller shall supervise the utilization 
legitimacy of State property* the use of the State financial 
resources, and the fulfi 11 ment of the budget. The State Control-

>

1er and Assistant Controllers shall be appointed and f rom
office by the Seimas. The system of State Control and the proce 
dures of its activities shall be established by law.

As necessary, the Seimas shall establish other institutions 
of control, the system and procedures of functioning whereof 
shall be established by law.

Article 79
For gross violation of the Constitution, or break of the 

oath or pledge of office, or upon the disclosure of the fact о 
felony, the Seimas may, by three-fifhts majority vote a“J*e 
Seimas deputies, remove 'from office the President,
Court judges, Supreme Court judges, Court of Appeal judges, 
Seimas deputies. or revoke their mandate of a deputy. Such ac
tions shall be done according to the impeachment proceedings 
which shall be established by the Rules of the Seimas.

Article 80
Other officers appointed or chosen by the Seimas (with 

exception of Judges, and persons specified in .Article 79U*ay. be, 
removed from office when the Seimas by majority vote of all the 
deputies expresses non-confidence in the officer m question.

Article 81
The organisation of the structure of the Seimas’ t^Ld^bv 

procedure of activities of the Seimas shall be established by 
the Rules of the Seimas which shall be approved or altered by 
two-thirds majority vote of all the Seimas deputies.

CHAPTER 5

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

Article S2
The President of the Republic is the highest state 

represent ina the Republic of Lithuania in national affairs and 
in international relations. Together with the Government, the 
President shall implement executive power.

Article 33
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The President of the Republic shall be elected for a term of 
four years. The same person /nay not serve as President of the 
Republic of Lithuania for more than two cdnsecutive terms.

In order to be elected President of the Republic of 
Lithuania, a person must be between the ages of 35 and 65, must 
be a citizen of the Republic of Lithuania by birth, must have 
lived in Lithuania for no less than the past ten years, and must 
have the right to vote.

Article 84
Any

83 and 
shall be 

The

citizen who meets the requirements sot forth in Article 
has collected the signatures of at least 20,000 voters 

registered as a presidential candidate.
number of presidential candidates shall not be limited.

Article 85
The President of the Republic shall be elected by the 

citizens of the Republic of Lithuania on the basis of universal, 
equal, and direct suffrage by secret ballot. Regular presidential 
lections shall be held simultaneously with elections to the 
e.imas.

The election of the President of- the Republic shall be 
deemed valid if more than half of the registered voters pa/— 
ticipated the ein.

The candidate for whom more than a half of the electors vote 
shall be deemed the elected President.

If during the first election round, not a single candidate 
gets the requisite number of votes, a repeat election shall be 
organized after two weeks between the two candidates who received 
the greatest number of votes. The candidate who receives more 
votes thereafter shall be deemed President.

Article 86
Before taking office, the President of the Republic shall, 

in the Seimas, swear to be loyal to the Republic of Lithuania and 
its Constitution, to conscientiously fulfill his duties, and to 
be equally just to all.

Article 87

The President of the Republic may not be a deputy of the 
Seimas or hold any other office, and may not receive any 
remuneration other than the salary established for the President.

Article 88

1 OW1
The powers of the President of the Republic shall be as fol

li to represent the Republic of Lithuania in national af
fairs and in internationalrelations;

2) to sign international treaties of the Republic of 
Lithuania and to submit them to the Seimas of the Republic of 
Lithuania for ratification;

3) upon the recommendation of the Government, to appoint or 
recall diplomatic representatives of Lithuania in foreign 
countries and in international organizations; to- receive letters 
of credence and recall;

4) upon the recommendation of the Government, to confer or 
divest of highest diplomatic ranks and other special titles;

5) upon the approval of the Beimas, to appoint the Prime 
Minister, and to charge him to form the Government;

6) between sessions of the Seimas,. to receive ... resignations 
from the Government or its individual Ministers, and if neces
sary, to commission them to continue exercising their func
tions until a new Government is formed or a new member of the 
Government is approved;

7) upon the approval of the Seimas, to appoint, or dis
miss, as necessary, high state officers provided by law;

Э) to propose Supreme Court judge candidates, and from among 
them—the Chairman of the Supreme Court to the Seimas; to ap
point, with approval of the Seimas, judges of the Court of 
Appeal,and from among them—Chairman of the Court of Appeal ; to 
appoint judges and chairmen of district and local district 
courts, and as necessary, to change their places of office; in 
cases provided by law, to propose the dismissal of judges of 
district or local district courts to the Seimas;

9) upon the approval of the Seimas, to appoint or dismiss 
military officers of the highest ranks and to confer highest 
military ranks;

10) in the case of an armed attack which threatens state 
sovereignty or territorial integrity, to adopt decisions on 
defence against such armed aggression,imposition of martial 
law,as well as mobilisation, and to submit these decisions to the 
next sitting of the Seimas for approval;



11) according to the procedures and situations established 
by law. to deciare a state of emergency, and to submit this 
decision to the next sitting of the Seimas'for approval;

12) to make annual reports in the Seimas about the situation 
in Lithuania and its domestic and foreign policies;

13) in cases set forth in items 10 and 11 of this Article, 
to call an extraordinary session or sitting of the Seimas;

14) to settle questions concerning the granting or depriva
tion of citizenship of the Republic of Lithuania;

15) to confer state awards;
16) to grant pardon; and
17) to sign and promulgate laws adopted by the Seimas or to

refer them back to the Seimas according to the procedure
pr ovided for in Article 76 of the Consti.tution.

Article 89
The President of the Republic shall, with the powers vested 

in him, issue decrees. The President's decrees^ with the excep
tion Of cases set forth in items 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, and 17 of Ar 
tide 88 of the Constitution, shall be valid only if they bear 
the signature of the Prime Minister or appropriate Minister. 
Responsibility for such act pertains to the prime Minister or to 
the Minister signing it.The president of the Republic shall implement decisions con
cerning the activities of agencies subordinate to him by issuing 
di ree tives.

Article 70
The person of the President shall be inviolable: while in 

office, fie cannot be arrested, neither can criminal or ad
ministrative proceedings be instituted against him.

The President may be prematurely removed from office only 
for gross violation of the Constitution, or for breaking his 
oath of office. as well as if he is found guilty of an offence. 
The Seime.s shall resolye -the issue concerning the dismissal of 
the Presi.dent from office according to the impeachment proceed

ings .
Article 91

The powers of the President of the Republic shall be 
terminated :

1) upon the expiration of the term;
2) upon resignation from office;
3) upon the death of the President;
4) upon dismissal by the Seimas according to impeachment 

proceedings; and
5) when the Seimas resolves by two-thirds majority vote of 

all its deputies, that the President is unable to fulfill the 
duties of office because of health reasons.

Article 92
In the event that the President dies, resigns, or is unable 

to fulfill the duties of office, his or her duties shall tem
porarily be passed over to the Chairman of the Seimas. In such a 
caser the Chairman of the Seimas shall lose poWer in the.Seimas, 
and the duties of Chairman shall temporarily be' carried out by 
one of the Assistant Chairmen.

In the said cases, except temporary replacement of the 
President, the Seimas shall immediately announce the election of 
a new President for the remainder of the former President's term. 
An election of a new President shall not be held if the remaining 
term of office is less than one year.

CHAPTER 6
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA 

Article 93
The Government of the Republic of Lithuania is an institu

tion of executive power. The Government, together with the 
President, shall shape and implement domestic policy and together 
foreign policy within the limits of their powers.

The Government of the Republic of Lithuania consists of the 
Ministers and the Prime Minister.

Article 94
The Government of the Republic of Lithuania shall:
1) protect the inviolability of the borders of the Republic 

of Lithuania, ensure State security and public order;



resolutions of2) organize the implementation of laws and 
the Seimas;

3) direct and coordinate the activities of the ministries 
and other governmental institutions;

'1) prepare the draft budget and submit it to the Seimas; 
organise the execution' of the State Budget and report on the 
fulfillment of the budget to the Seimas;

5) draft, bills and submit them to the Seimas for considera
tion ;

6) establish and maintain relations with foreign countries 
and international organisations; and

7) discharge other duties prescribed to the Government by 
the Constitution and other laws.

Article 9b
The Government of the Republic of Lithuania shall resolv 

general state affairs by issuing directives which must be passe 
by a majority vote of all members of the Government.

The Government, of the Republic of Lithuania shall issue 
directives pursuant the Constitution and the laws of the Republic 
of Lithuania and they shall be enforced throughout the territory 
of the Republic of Lithuania.

Government directives shall be signed by the prime Minister 
and the appropriate Minister.

Article 96
The Government of the Republic of Lithuania shall be 

sol idnri 1 y responsible to the Seimas for the general activities 
of the Government. The Ministers shall be individually respon
sible to the Prime Minister and the Seimas for the management of 
affairs assigned to them.

Article 97
The Prime Minister shall. with the approval of the Seimas, 

be nominated by the President of the Republic of Lithuania.
The Prime Minister*, not later than within 15 days of his ap

pointment, shall submit the composition of the Government and 
the programme of its activities to the Seimas for consideration, 
and shall reguest to resolve the issue of confidence in the 
Gove ; 1.

a m

Before entering into office, the Prime Minister and the Min
isters shall, in the Seimas, solemnly swear to be loyal to the 
Republic of Lithuania, to carry out the Constitution and the 
laws, and to conscientiously fulfill their duties. The text of 
the oath shall be provided for in the Law on the Government.

Article 99

The Prime Minister shall represent the Bovernment of the 
Republic of Lithuania and shall direct its activities.

In the absence of the Prime Minister, or when the Prime Min
ister is unable to fulfill his or her duties, the President of 
ttie Republic of Lithuania, upon the recommendation of the Prime 
Minister, shall charge one of the Ministers to substitute for 
the Prime Minister during that period.

Article 100

A Minister 
issues assigned 
discharge other 

A Minister 
Minister charged

shall head his respective ministry, 
to the competence of his ministry, 
duties prescribed by laws, 
may be temporarily substituted onl 
by the Prime Minister.

shall-resolve 
and shall also
y by another

Article 101
The Government and individual Ministers must have the con

fidence of the Seimas.
The Government must resign if!
1) the majority of all the Seimas deputies express a lack of 

confidence in the Government or in the Prime Minister in a 
secret ballot vote;

2) a new President is elected;
3) the Prime Minister resigns or dies; or
4) more than a half of the Ministers simultaneously resign. 
The Government shall resign after the regular election of

the Seimas or shall request the Seimas to resolve the issue of 
confidence in the Government.

A Minister must resign if more than a half of the Seimas 
deputies or the Prime Minister expresses a lack of confidence 
in him or her.



If the Seimas expresses non-confidence in an individual Min 
ister, the Prime Minister may intercede on behalf of the Minis
ter. If the Seimas repeatedly expresses hon-confidence in the 
said Minister, the Prime Minister must resign.

Article 102
If the Seimas two times disapproves of the programme of the 

Government's activities within 45 days of the nomination of the 
Prime Minister, or if the Seimas expresses non- confidence in the 
Government within six months of its formation, the President of 
the Republic shall form a Provisional Government for a period oi 
six months. In such an event, the President shall nominate the 
Prime Minister. and on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, 
shall nominate'other Ministers. While a Provisional Government is 
in effect, the President of the Republic of Lithuania shall ap
point or dismiss the Prime Minister and the Ministers.

The Seimas cannot express non- confidence in the Provisional 
Government, but if a Minister violates the Costitution or the 
laws. or abuses his or her power, the President shall, on the 
recommendation of the Seimas, dismiss said Ministei .

Article 103
Upon the expiration of the six-month period, the Provisional 

Government shall either resign or submit a programme to the 
Seimas requesting that the Seimas consider and resolve the ques
tion of confidence in this Government.

Upon the resignation of the Provisional Government, the for
mation of a new Government shall be carried out according to the 
procedure established by the Constitution.

Article 104

The Ministers and Prime Minister may not hold any other of
fice subject to nomination or election, may not be employed in 
business, commercial or other private institutions or companies, 
with the exception of the implementation of the rights of 
property owner. and may not receive a regular remuneration other 
than the salary established for his or her respective Government 
office.

\ '

Article 105

The Ministers and Prime Minister may not be prosecuted, at— 
rested or have their freedoms restricted for committing an of
fence without the preliminary consent of the Seimas, or, if the 
Seimas is not in session, of the President.

CHAPTER 7 
THE COURT 

Article 106
In the Republic of Lithuania, the courts shall have the ex

clusive right to administer justice.
While administering justice, the judges and the courts shall 

be independent of any other state institutions, persons, or or— 
gari isat ions.

While investigating cases, judges shall obey only the laws.

Article 107
Judges may not apply laws which contradict the Constitution.
In cases where there are grounds to believe that the law 

or any other legal act applicable in a certain case contradicts 
the Constitution, the judge shall suspend the investigation and 
shall appeal to the Constitutional Court to decide whether the 
law or any other legal act in question complies with the Con
stitution .

Article 108
The court system of the Republic of Lithuania shall consist 

of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal, district’courts, and 
local courts.

For the investigation of certain litigations, other courts 
may be established pursuant to law.

Courts with special powers may not be established in the 
Republic of Lithuania.

The organisation and competence of courts shall be detei— 
mined by the Law on Courts in the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 109



Supreme Court judges and from among them, the Chairman of 
the Supreme Court shall be appointed by the President of the 
Republic of Lithuania upon the recommendation of the Seimas.

Judges of the the Court of Appeal, and from among them, the 
Chairman, shall be appointed by the President of the Republic of 
Lithuania upon the approval of the Seimas.

Judges and chairmen of district courts, local courts, and 
other special courts shall be appointed, and .if necessary, 
transferred to other places of office, by the President of the 
Republic of Lithuania.

The Lithuanian Senate of Judges shall consider and select 
candidatures for judges, and submit recommendations concerning 
their appointment, promotion, transference, or dismissal from of

fice to the President.

Article 110
A judge may not hold any other elected or appointed posts, 

may not be employed in business, commercial, or any other private 
institution or company, with the exception of the implementa lion 
of property rights of an owner. He may neither receive any 
remuneration other than the salary established Tor a judge, ¿And 
payments for educational, scientific, or creative activities.

A judge may not be involved in any political organisations 
(parti es).

Article 111

State authorities and governmental bodies, political 
parties, public organizations. officers, and other citizens 
shall be prohibited from interfering with the activities of a 
judge or the court, and upon violation of this shall be held 
responsible by law.

Legal actions may not be instituted against a judge, neither 
he may be arrested, or restricted of persona! freedom without 
the consent of the Seimas, or, in the period between sessions erf 
the Seimas, of the President of the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 112
A court judge of the Republic of Lithuania may be dismissed 

from office according to the procedura established by law in the 
following cases:

1) at his or her own will:
2) upon reaching pensionable age determined by law:

3) for reasons of health; and
4) upon appointment to another office or upon voluntary 

transference to another place of office.
If a judge’s position is discredited by his or her be

haviour. or if a judge is found guilty of a criminal offence, e 
or she’may be removed from office. The procedure for removing a judge from office shall be established by the Law on Courts of 
the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 113
If a judge of the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeal 

grossly violates the Constitution, breaks the oath of office,
L found guilty of an offence , the Seimas may remove the judge 
from office according to the impeachment proceedings.

Article 114 !
A person shall be considered innocent unless proven ¿guilty 

according to the procedures established by law and by the execu-
tiVe Tperson suspectec^'of"committing an offence or the defendant 
shall be e^gible for the right of defence, including defence 
counseling, from the moment of their first examination.
C in ail courts, the investigation of cases sha 1 be open to 
the public. Closed court sittings may be held in. order “ 
protect the secrecy of a citizen’s or the »tizan • f^ofes- 
private life, or to prevent the disclosure of state, profes
sional. or commercial secrets. . . ,, .In the Republic of Lithuania, court trials 3hall be con
ducted in the Lithuanian language. ■* «peakPersons participating in a case who do not speak 
I ithuinian shall be entitled to an interpreter to help get ac- giintediith the case material, and shall be permitted to use 
his or her native language in court.

Article 115
The courts of the Republic of Lithuania shall have public 

prosecutors who shall prosecute criminal cases on behalf of the 
State and shall carry out criminal prosecution, supervise t 
activities of interogation bodies and shall carry out pre trial 
interrоcicst.ion3 .

The procedure for■appointing public prosecutors and the 
status of public prosecutors shall be established by law.



CHAPTER 8

CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

' Article 116
The Constitutional Court shall review laws and other legal 

statutes adopted by the Seimas, the President. or the Government 
to ensure that they comply with the Constitution.

The status of the Constitutional Court and the procedure of 
the execution of powers thereof shall be established by the Law 
on the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 117
The Constitutional Court shall consist of 9 judges appointed 

for the term of 9 years. One-third of the Constitutional Court 
membership shall be renewed every three years. The judges of the 
Constitutional Court shall be chosen by the Seimas. upon the 
proposal of the Chairman of the Seimas, from the candidates 
nominated by state legal institutions and institutions of legal 
F.c iene“.

The Seimas shall elect by secret ballot from among the mem
bers of the Court the Chairman of the Constitutional Court for 
the term of three years.

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania who have an impeccable 
reputation, who are trained in law, and who have, for at least 
lb yc-:¿u-5, served in the legal profession or in an area of educa
tion related to his or her qualifications as a lawyers, shall be 
eligible for appointment as judges of the Constitutional Court.

Article 113
In fulfilling their duties, judges of the Constitutional 

Court: shall act independently of any other State institution, 
person, or organisation , -and shall exercise Const i tu t i.ona 1 review 
pursuant only to the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania.

Restriciions of the right to work or engage in political ac
tivities which are imposed on court judges shall also be ap
plicable to judges of the constitutional Court.

Judges of the Constitutional Court shall have the same right 
to the immunity of person as the Seimas deputies.

Article 119
The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania shall 

consider, whether the following laws, legal acts, and directives 
are in conformity with the Constitution of the Republic of 
Lithuania :

1) the laws of the Republic of Lithuania, and other acts 
adopted by the Seimas;

2) decrees of the President of the Republic of Lithuania;
and

3) directives of the Government of the Republic of 
Lithuania.

The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania shall 
present conclusions concerningi

1) the violation of election laws during elections.of the 
President or of certain deputies of the Seimas;

2) the health condition of the President of the Republic 
of Lithuania, and his capacity to continue in office; and

3) the constitutionality of international agreements of the 
Republic of Lithuania.

Article 120
The Government, a group of at least one-fifth of all the 

Seimas deputies, and the courts shall have the right of initia
tive to address the Constitutional Court in cases provided for in 
part 1 of Article 119 hereof. The President of the Republic may 
also address the Constitutional Court on issues concerning the 
constitutionality of the acts adopted by the Government.

The Seimas shall have the right to apply for a conclusion of 
the Constitutional Court in cases specified in part 2 of Article 
.1.19 hereof.

Article 121
A law (or a part thereof) of the Republic of Lithuania, or 

any other act (or a part thereof) of the Seimas, a decree of the 
President of the Republic of Lithuania, a directive (or a part 
thereof) of tho Government may not be applied from day of the



official promulgation of the decision of the Constitutional Court 
that the act in question (or a part thereof) is inconsistent 
with the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania.

The decisions of the Constitutional - Court on issues assigned 
to its jurisdiction by either the Constitution or the Law on the 
Constitutional Court shall be final, and may not be appealed.

Laws and any other legal acts (or parts thereof) which 
дер declared inconsistent with the Constitution of the Republic 
of Lithuania by the Constitutional Court, may not be applied by 
the court, or any other ätate body or official.

Article 122
The powers of a judge of the Constitutional Court shall be 

terminated :
1) on the expiration of the term of office;
2) upon the death of the judge;
3) upon voluntary resignation;.
4) when the judge is incapable to fulfill his or her duties 

for health reasons; and
5) upon being removed from office by the Beimas according to 

the impeachment proceedings.

CHAPTER 9

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Article 123
Citizens shall have the right of self-government: in the 

locality of their permanent residence, they shall, directly and 
through the bodies of local government formed by them, resolve 
and settle. within the limits of their competence established by 
lew. matters of loca 1 'significance, and shall be responsible for 
the adopted decisions.

Local governments shall be based on the following prin
ciples: that local residents participate in the preparation, 
adoption. and implementation of decisions significant to them:

's

that the activities of the local government are made public and 
are controlled by the residents; and that social justice.and law
fulness is upheld.

The procedures for the organisation and activities of local 
government institutions shall be established by law.

Article 124
The representative body of an administrative unit of State 

territory shall be the local government Council, which, within 
their region, shall combine and coordinate the activities of ex
ecutive local government institutions, and shall ensure the ob
servance of laws and the execution of governmental decisions, 
public order, and the protection of the rights and legitimate in
terests of the citizens.

Local government Council deputies, shall be elected for a 
two-year term by the residents of their administrative unit. The 
voters must be citizens of the Republic of Lithuania, and they 
shall vote bv secret ballot on the basis of universal, equal, 
and direct suffrage.

Article 125
Within the provincial limits established by the Constitution 

and laws, local governments shall have total freedom of activity 
and initiative.

The Government and other central bodies of executive power 
may neither violate the rights of local governments, nor affix 
duties which are not provided for by law.

Article 126
Each local government shall independently draft and approve 

its budget.
State institutions shall take measures to balance potential 

inequalities of financial resources in the local governments, and 
shall allocate subsidies if necessary.

In the event that they are appropriated financial aid, local 
governments shall not be deprived of their freedom of action 
within their provincial limits.

Local government Councils shall have the right to establish 
local dues, to provide for the leverage of duties and taxes at 
the expense of their own budget, and to approve the basic direc
tion of local government economic and social development.



The property of local governments shall be owned by local 
government Councils.

Article 127
Local government Councils shall establish e 

accountable to them for the direct implementation 
Republic of Lithuania, as well as the decisions of 
and local government Councils.

• Article 12S
Local governments, seeking to realise common goals, may forni 

unions of local governments, as well as join cori espond.ing inter 
national associations.

necutivc bodies 
of laws of the 
the Government

Article 129
Local government Councils sha]] have the right to appeal to 

district courts regarding the violation of their rights.
Article 130

Inspectors shall be appointed by the Government to supervise 
the adherence to the laws and the Constitution, and the implemen
tation of the decisions of the Government.

Government inspectors shall appeal to the respective dis
trict courts concerning deeds and actions of local government 
Councils or of their executive institutions or officials, which 
contradict the law or legitimate decisions of the Government.

The powers of Government inspectors and the procedures of 
their actions shall be established by law.

Article 131.

Lega 1 and natural persons mav appeal to court against the 
deeds and actions of local government Councils. their esecutive 
bodies and officials if said deeds or actions violate the rights 
of citizens or organisations.

CHAPTER 10

FINANCES, AND THE STATE BUDGET 
Article 132

In the Republic of Lithuania, the central bank shall be the 
Bank of Lithuania, which is owned by the State of Lithuania and 
is accountable to the Seimas.

The Bank of Lithuania has the exclusive right to issue bank 
notes.

The Bank of Lithuania shall:
1) prepare and implement the strategy of money turnover, 

credit, financial settlements, and hard currency relations of the 
Republic of Lithuania;

2) regulate money and credit turnover in Lithuania;
3) regulate the exchange value of the monetary unit of the 

Republic of Lithuania: and
4) supervise the activities of other banks operating on the 

territory of Lithuania.
The jurisdiction of the Bank of Lithuania, as well as the 

procedures of its organisation and activities, shall be estab
lished by law.

Article 133
The Bank of Lithuania shall be directed by the Board of the 

Bari к, which shall consist of the President of the Board, the 
deputies to the President, and the Board members.

The Board President of the Bank of Lithuania shall be ap
pointed for ¿i five-year term by the Seimas, on the nomination of 
the President of the Republic of Lithuania.

Deputies to the President of the Bank of Lithuania and mem
bers of the Board shall be appointed by the Seimas on the nomina
tion of the President of the Board.

Article 134
The budgetary system of the Republic of Lithuania shall con

sist of the independent State budget of the Republic of Lithuania 
and the independent local governments budgets.



State budget revenues shall be accrued from taxes, compul
sory payments, dues, receipts from Athe utilization or sale ofú 
State property, and other income.

The budgets shall include the amount of national revenue ap
propriated for programmes of health care, social welfare and 
relief, education, culture, science, and environmental protec
tion, for о -veloping the economy, maintaining institutions of 
State authority, State government, and courts, and for organising 
national defense, as well as for financing other measures 
provided for by laws. ,

Article 135
Taxes and other budgetary payments shall be established by 

the laws of the Republic of Lithuania.
All legal and natural persons located or residing on the 

territory of Lithuania shall pay established taxes and other dues 
to the appropriate budgets of the Republic.

Article 136
Decisions concerning State loans and other basic property 

liabilities of the State shall be adopted by the Seimas on the 
recommendation of the Government.

Procedures concerning the management, utilisation, and dis
posal of State property shall be established by law.

Article 137
The budget year shall begin on the first of January and 

shall end on the thirty-first of December (inclusive).
Article 138

The Government of the Republic of Lithuania shall organise 
the preparation of the draft budget of the Republic of 
Lithuania. and shall submit it to the Seimas no later than 75 
days before the end of the budget year.

Article 139
\ 'The draft budget of the State 

Seimas. taking into consideration the 
the proposals and conclusions of s 
Seimas, and additional reports.

sha 11 
report 
tanding

be reviewed by the 
of the Government, 

committees of the

Upon reviewing the draft budget, the Seimas may increase 
the expenditures only by establishing the sources of revenues for 
financing said expenditures. Until the laws are not amended, the 
expenditures established thereby may not be reduced.

Article 140
If the State Budget is not approved by the prescribed 

date, the monthly budget expenditures at the beginning of the 
budget year may not exceed one-twelfth of the State Budget expen
ditures of the previous budget year.

During the budget year, the Seimas may approve an addi
tional budget.

Article 141
The Government of the Republic of Lithuania, with the State 

Controller participating, shall review the report on the execu
tion of the State Budget, and shall submit it to the Seimas for 
■approval no later than three months after the end of the budget 
year.

CHAPTER 11

FOREIGN POLICY AND NATIONAL DEFENCE 
Article 142

In conducting foreign policy, the Republic of Lithuania 
shall pursue the universally recognized principles and norms of 
international law, shall strive to safeguard national security 
and independence, as well as the basic rights and freedoms and 
welfare of its citizens, and shall take part in the creation of 
sound international order based on law and justice.

Article 143
The Republic of Lithuania shall participate in international 

organizations and in structures of collective security, provided 
that they are not in contradiction with the interests and inde
pendence of the State.

Article 144
The Republic of Lithuania shall neither participate in nor 

sign bilateral or multilateral international treaties which are 
in contradiction with the Constitution of the Republic of 
Lithuania.



Article 145
The Sexmas shall either ratify or denounce international 

treaties of the Republic, of Lithuania which concern:
1) the realignment of the state borders of the Republic of 

Lithuania;
2) political cooperation with foreign countries, mutual as

sistance, or treaties related to national defence;
Ö) the renunciation of utilization of force or threatening 

by force as well as peace treaties;
4) the stationing of the armed forces of the Republic of 

Lithuania on the territory of a foreign state and its status, as 
well as the stationing of foreign armed forces on the tei 
ritory of the Republic of Lithuania and its status;

5) the participation of Lithuania in universal or regional 
international organisations; and

6) multilateral or long term economic agreements.
Laws and international treaties may provide for other cases in 
which the Seimas shall ratify in ternationa1 treaties of the 
Republic of Lithuania.

International agreements and pacts which are ratified by th 
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania shall be the constituent par 
erf the legal system of the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 146

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania must concern them
selves with the national defence of Lithuania.

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania are obliged to serve 
in the national defence service or to perform alternative service 
in the manner established by law.

Article 147
The main goal 'of the Armed Forces of the Republic of 

Lithuania is the defence of the homeland.
The organisation of national defence, the status of the 

Armed Forces, and the procedure for military service shall be es
tablished by laws.
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Article 140
The Armed Forces shall be headed .by Chief Commander of the 

Army, who shall be appointed by the Seimas upon the recommenda
tion of the President and shall be dismissed, by the Seimas.

The Minister of National Defence shall direct the organisa
tion of military service and the provision of armed forces. The 
Minister of National Defence may not be in active military serv
ice.

Article 149

Soldiers in active military service may not be deputies of 
the Seimas or of local governments, may not hold elected or ap
pointed posts in State civil service, and may not take part in 
the activities of political parties or other political social oi 
ganisations (or movements).

Article 150
The Seimas shall impose, martial law¿ shal 1 announce . 

mobilisation or demobilisation, and shall adopt decisions tó úse 
armed force in defence of the homeland or for the fulfillment 
of the international obligations of Lithuania.

In the event of an armed attack which threatens the ter
ritorial integrity or the sovereignty of the State, the Presi
dent of the Republic of Lithuania shall immediately pass a deci
sion concerning defence against such armed aggression, shall im
pose martial law throughout', the country or in separate parts 
thereof, shall declare mobilisation, and shall submit these deci
sion to the next sitting of the Seimas and in the period between 
the sessions, shall immediately convoke an extraordinary session 
of the Seimas.

Article 151
In the event that martial law is being imposed during the 

time of a regular election, the Seimas or the President shall 
adopt a decision to extend the term of the Seimas, the President, 
arid local Government Councils. In such cases, the elections must 
be held not later than within three months after martial law is 
1if ted.

Article 152
In the event that the constitutional system or public order 

of the State is threatened, the Reimas may declare a state of 
emergency throughout the country or in separate parts thereof for 
a period not exceeding six months.



In the event of emergency, and if the Seimas is not in ses
sion, the President of the Republic shall have the right to pass 
such a decision, and shall, at the same 'time, convoke extraor 
dinary session of the Seimas for the consideration of this issue.

The state of emergency shall be regulated by law.

Article 153
The State shall provide and care for soldiers whose health 

is damaged during military service, as well as for the families 
of soldiers who lose their lives during military service.

The State shall also provide for citizens whose health is 
damaged while defending the homeland, and for the families 
of citizens who lose their lives in defence of the homeland.

CHAPTER 12
AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION

Article 154

In order to amend or append the Constitution of the Republic 
of Lithuania, a proposal must be submitted to the Seimas by 
either at least one-fourth of the Seimas deputies, or by at least 
500,000 electors.

The Seimas shall begin to debate bills to amend the Con
stitution no earlier than one month and no later than three 
months from tue day of submission thereof.

During a state of emergency or martial law, amendments to 
the Constitution may not be made.

Article 155
Bills to amend the Constitution must be considered and voted 

upon in the Seimas three times. There must be a lapse of at least 
one month between each vote.

With the exception of cases provided for in Article 156, 
bills for the amendment of the Constitution shall be deemed 
adopted by the Seimas if, in each of the votes, at least three- 
fourths of all the Seimas deputies vote in favour of the enact
ment .
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An amendment 
Seimas may not 
for the period of

to the Constitution which is rejected by. the 
be submitted to the Seimas for re-consideration 
one year.

Article 156
After the first discussion and voting in the Seimas, a 

bill to amend the Constitution may be submitted for approval by a 
referendum.

The provision of Article 1 of the Constitution that the 
State of Lithuania is an independent and democratic republic may 
only bo amended by a plebiscite of the People of Lithuania, 
provided that at least three-fourths of the electorate of 
Lithuania vote in favour thereof.

The provisions of Chapter 1 ("The State of Lithuania ) and 
Chapter 12 ("Amending the Constitution") may be amended only by 
a referendum. Prior to the referendum, an appropriate bill to 
amend the Constitution must be discussed in the Seimas and must 
be adopted by at least three-fourths majority vote of all the 
Seimas deputies.

Article 157
The adopted law on the amendment to the Constitution shall 

be signed by the Chairman of the Seimas, and officially promul
gated in the press within 7 days.

The law on the amendment to the Constitution shall become 
effective no earlier than one month after the adoption thereof.


