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CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY1 
PREAMBLE

(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121)
A rming t e eternal e istence o  t e ur is  ot erland 

and Nation and t e indi isi le unity o  t e u lime ur is  
tate, t is onstitution, in line it  t e conce t o  nationalism 

introduced y t e ounder o  t e e u lic o  ur ey, Atat r , 
t e immortal leader and t e unri alled ero, and is re orms and 
rinci les;

etermining to attain t e e erlasting e istence, ros erity, 
material and s iritual ell eing o  t e e u lic o  ur ey, and 
t e standards o  contem orary ci ili ation as an onoura le 
mem er it  e ual rig ts o  t e amily o  orld nations; 

e a solute su remacy o  t e ill o  t e nation, t e act 
t at so ereignty is ested ully and unconditionally in t e 

ur is  Nation and t at no indi idual or ody em o ered to 
e ercise t is so ereignty in t e name o  t e nation s all de iate 
rom t e li eral democracy indicated in t e onstitution and t e 

legal system instituted according to its re uirements, 

                                
1 The Constitution was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on October 18, 1982 to be 
submitted to re erendum and published in the O cial a ette dated October 2 , 1982 and 
numbered 1 8  republished in the repeatin  O cial a ette dated o ember 9, 1982 
and numbered 1 8  in the a termath o  its submission to re erendum on o ember , 
1982 Act o  2 9
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e se aration o  o ers, ic  does not im ly an order 
o  recedence among t e organs o  t e tate, ut re ers solely 
to t e e ercising o  certain state o ers and disc arging o  
duties, and is limited to a ci ili ed coo eration and di ision o  
unctions; and t e act t at only t e onstitution and t e la s 
a e t e su remacy; 

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)  at no 
rotection s all e accorded to an acti ity contrary to ur is  

national interests, ur is  e istence and t e rinci le o  its 
indi isi ility it  its tate and territory, istorical and moral 

alues o  ur is ness; t e nationalism, rinci les, re orms and 
ci ili ationism o  Atat r  and t at sacred religious eelings s all 
a solutely not e in ol ed in state a airs and olitics as re uired 

y t e rinci le o  secularism;
at e ery ur is  citi en as an innate rig t and o er, 

to lead an onoura le li e and to im ro e is er material 
and s iritual ell eing under t e aegis o  national culture, 
ci ili ation, and t e rule o  la , t roug  t e e ercise o  t e 
undamental rig ts and reedoms set ort  in t is onstitution, in 

con ormity it  t e re uirements o  e uality and social ustice;
at all ur is  citi ens are united in national onour 

and ride, in national oy and grie , in t eir rig ts and duties 
regarding national e istence, in lessings and in urdens, and 
in e ery mani estation o  national li e, and t at t ey a e t e 
rig t to demand a eace ul li e ased on a solute res ect or one 
anot er s rig ts and reedoms, mutual lo e and ello s i , and 
t e desire or and elie  in Peace at ome; eace in t e orld ;
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it  t ese A , , and N  to e 
inter reted and im lemented accordingly, t us commanding 
res ect or, and a solute loyalty to, its letter and s irit;

as een entrusted y t e  NA N to t e 
democracy lo ing ur is  sons  and daug ters  lo e or t e 
mot erland and nation.

PART ONE
General Principles

I. Form of the State
ARTICLE 1- e tate o  ur ey is a e u lic.
II. Characteristics of the Republic
ARTICLE 2- e e u lic o  ur ey is a democratic, 

secular and social state go erned y rule o  la , it in t e 
notions o  u lic eace, national solidarity and ustice, res ecting 
uman rig ts, loyal to t e nationalism o  Atat r , and ased on 

t e undamental tenets set ort  in t e ream le.
III. Inte rit  of cial lan ua e  a  national anthem  

and capital of the State
ARTICLE 3- e tate o  ur ey, it  its territory and 

nation, is an indi isi le entity. ts language is ur is . 
ts ag, t e orm o  ic  is rescri ed y t e rele ant la , 

is com osed o  a ite crescent and star on a red ac ground. 
ts national ant em is t e nde endence arc .
ts ca ital is An ara.
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IV. Irrevocable provisions
ARTICLE 4- e ro ision o  Article 1 regarding t e orm 

o  t e tate eing a e u lic, t e c aracteristics o  t e e u lic 
in Article 2, and t e ro isions o  Article 3 s all not e amended, 
nor s all t eir amendment e ro osed.

V. Fundamental aims and duties of the State
ARTICLE 5- e undamental aims and duties o  t e 

tate are to sa eguard t e inde endence and integrity o  t e 
ur is  Nation, t e indi isi ility o  t e country, t e e u lic 

and democracy, to ensure t e el are, eace, and a iness o  
t e indi idual and society; to stri e or t e remo al o  olitical, 
economic, and social o stacles ic  restrict t e undamental 
rig ts and reedoms o  t e indi idual in a manner incom ati le 

it  t e rinci les o  ustice and o  t e social state go erned 
y rule o  la ; and to ro ide t e conditions re uired or t e 

de elo ment o  t e indi idual s material and s iritual e istence.
VI. Sovereignty
ARTICLE 6- o ereignty elongs to t e Nation it out 

any restriction or condition.
e ur is  Nation s all e ercise its so ereignty t roug  

t e aut ori ed organs, as rescri ed y t e rinci les set ort  
in t e onstitution.

e e ercise o  so ereignty s all not e delegated y any 
means to any indi idual, grou  or class. No erson or organ 
s all e ercise any state aut ority t at does not emanate rom t e 

onstitution.
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VII. Legislative power
ARTICLE 7- egislati e o er is ested in t e rand 

National Assem ly o  ur ey on e al  o  ur is  Nation. is 
o er s all not e delegated.

VIII. Executive power and function 
ARTICLE 8- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) ecuti e o er and unction s all e e ercised and 

carried out y t e President o  t e e u lic in con ormity it  
t e onstitution and la s.

IX. Judicial power
ARTICLE 9- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) Judicial o er s all e e ercised y inde endent and 

im artial courts on e al  o  t e ur is  Nation.
X. Equality before the law 
ARTICLE 10- eryone is e ual e ore t e la  it out 

distinction as to language, race, colour, se , olitical o inion, 
iloso ical elie , religion and sect, or any suc  grounds.

(Paragra  added on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 ) en and 
omen a e e ual rig ts. e tate as t e o ligation to ensure 

t at t is e uality e ists in ractice. ( entence added on e tem er 
12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) easures ta en or t is ur ose s all 
not e inter reted as contrary to t e rinci le o  e uality.

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
easures to e ta en or c ildren, t e elderly, disa led eo le, 
ido s and or ans o  martyrs as ell as or t e in alid and eterans 

s all not e considered as iolation o  t e rinci le o  e uality. 
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No ri ilege s all e granted to any indi idual, amily, 
grou  or class. 

tate organs and administrati e aut orities are o liged to act 
in com liance it  t e rinci le o  e uality e ore t e la  in all 
t eir roceedings.2 

XI. Supremacy and binding force of the Constitution
ARTICLE 11- e ro isions o  t e onstitution are 

undamental legal rules inding u on legislati e, e ecuti e 
and udicial organs, and administrati e aut orities and ot er 
institutions and indi iduals. 

a s s all not e contrary to t e onstitution.
PART TWO

Fundamental Rights and Duties
CHAPTER ONE

General Provisions
I. Nature of fundamental rights and freedoms
ARTICLE 12- eryone ossesses in erent undamental 

rig ts and reedoms, ic  are in iola le and inaliena le.
e undamental rig ts and reedoms also com rise t e 

duties and res onsi ilities o  t e indi idual to t e society, is
er amily, and ot er indi iduals.

                                
2 The phrase and in bene tin  rom all inds o  public ser ices  was added a ter the 
phrase in all their proceedin s  by the rst Article o  Act o   dated ebruary 9, 
2 8 and annulled by the decision o  the Constitutional Court dated une , 2 8 numbered 

 2 8 1 ,  2 8 11  O cial a ette numbered 2 2 o  October 22, 2 8
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II. Restriction of fundamental rights and freedoms
ARTICLE 13- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

undamental rig ts and reedoms may e restricted only 
y la  and in con ormity it  t e reasons mentioned in t e 

rele ant articles o  t e onstitution it out in ringing u on 
t eir essence. ese restrictions s all not e contrary to t e 
letter and s irit o  t e onstitution and t e re uirements o  t e 
democratic order o  t e society and t e secular re u lic and t e 
rinci le o  ro ortionality.

III. Prohibition of abuse of fundamental rights and 
freedoms

ARTICLE 14- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)
None o  t e rig ts and reedoms em odied in t e onstitution 

s all e e ercised in t e orm o  acti ities aiming to iolate t e 
indi isi le integrity o  t e tate it  its territory and nation, and 
to endanger t e e istence o  t e democratic and secular order o  
t e e u lic ased on uman rig ts. 

No ro ision o  t is onstitution s all e inter reted in 
a manner t at ena les t e tate or indi iduals to destroy t e 
undamental rig ts and reedoms recogni ed y t e onstitution 

or to stage an acti ity it  t e aim o  restricting t em more 
e tensi ely t an stated in t e onstitution. 

e sanctions to e a lied against t ose o er etrate 
acti ities contrary to t ese ro isions s all e determined y 
la .
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IV. Suspension of the exercise of fundamental rights and 
freedoms

ARTICLE 15- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) n times o  ar, mo ili ation, a state o  emergency, t e 

e ercise o  undamental rig ts and reedoms may e artially 
or entirely sus ended, or measures derogating t e guarantees 
em odied in t e onstitution may e ta en to t e e tent re uired 

y t e e igencies o  t e situation, as long as o ligations under 
international la  are not iolated. 

(As amended on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 ) en under t e 
circumstances indicated in t e rst aragra , t e indi idual s 
rig t to li e, t e integrity o  is er cor oreal and s iritual 
e istence s all e in iola le e ce t ere deat  occurs t roug  
acts in con ormity it  la  o  ar; no one s all e com elled 
to re eal is er religion, conscience, t oug t or o inion, nor e 
accused on account o  t em; o ences and enalties s all not e 
made retroacti e; nor s all anyone e eld guilty until so ro en 
y a court ruling.

V. Status of aliens
ARTICLE 16- e undamental rig ts and reedoms 

in res ect to aliens may e restricted y la  com ati le it  
international la .

CHAPTER TWO
Rights and Duties of the Individual

I. Personal inviolability, corporeal and spiritual existence 
of the individual 

ARTICLE 17- eryone as t e rig t to li e and t e rig t 
to rotect and im ro e is er cor oreal and s iritual e istence. 
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e cor oreal integrity o  t e indi idual s all not e iolated 
e ce t under medical necessity and in cases rescri ed y la ; 
and s all not e su ected to scienti c or medical e eriments 

it out is er consent.
No one s all e su ected to torture or mal treatment; no 

one s all e su ected to enalties or treatment incom ati le 
it  uman dignity.

(As amended on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 , A ril 1 , 
2 1 ; Act No. 1) e act o  illing in case o  sel de ence 
and, en ermitted y la  as a com elling measure to use a 

ea on, during t e e ecution o  arrants o  ca ture and arrest, 
t e re ention o  t e esca e o  la ully arrested or con icted 
ersons, t e uelling o  riot or insurrection, or carrying out t e 

orders o  aut ori ed odies during state o  emergency, do not 
all it in t e sco e o  t e ro ision o  t e rst aragra .

II. Prohibition of forced labour
ARTICLE 18- No one s all e orced to or . orced 

la our is ro i ited.
or  re uired o  an indi idual ile ser ing a sentence or 

under detention ro ided t at t e orm and conditions o  suc  
la our are rescri ed y la ; ser ices re uired rom citi ens 
during a state o  emergency; and ysical or intellectual or  
necessitated y t e needs o  t e country as a ci ic o ligation 
s all not e considered as orced la our.

III. Personal liberty and security
ARTICLE 19- eryone as t e rig t to ersonal li erty 

and security. 
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No one s all e de ri ed o  is er li erty e ce t in t e 
ollo ing cases ere rocedure and conditions are rescri ed 
y la  

ecution o  sentences restricting li erty and t e 
im lementation o  security measures decided y courts; arrest 
or detention o  an indi idual in line it  a court ruling or an 
o ligation u on im designated y la ; e ecution o  an order 
or t e ur ose o  t e educational su er ision o  a minor, or or 
ringing im er e ore t e com etent aut ority; e ecution o  

measures ta en in con ormity it  t e rele ant ro isions o  
la  or t e treatment, education or re a ilitation o  a erson o  
unsound mind, an alco olic, drug addict, agrant, or a erson 
s reading contagious diseases to e carried out in institutions 

en suc  ersons constitute a danger to t e u lic; arrest or 
detention o  a erson o enters or attem ts to enter illegally 
into t e country or or om a de ortation or e tradition order 
as een issued. 

ndi iduals against om t ere is strong e idence o  a ing 
committed an o ence may e arrested y decision o  a udge 
solely or t e ur oses o  re enting esca e, or re enting 
t e destruction or alteration o  e idence, as ell as in ot er 
circumstances rescri ed y la  and necessitating detention. 
Arrest o  a erson it out a decision y a udge may e 
e ecuted only en a erson is caug t in agrante delicto or in 
cases ere delay is li ely to t art t e course o  ustice; t e 
conditions or suc  acts s all e de ned y la . 
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ndi iduals arrested or detained s all e rom tly noti ed, 
in all cases in riting, or orally en t e ormer is not ossi le, 
o  t e grounds or t eir arrest or detention and t e c arges 
against t em; in cases o  o ences committed collecti ely t is 
noti cation s all e made, at t e latest, e ore t e indi idual is 
roug t e ore a udge. 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e erson 
arrested or detained s all e roug t e ore a udge it in at latest 
orty eig t ours and in case o  o ences committed collecti ely 
it in at most our days, e cluding t e time re uired to send 

t e indi idual to t e court nearest to t e lace o  arrest. No one 
can e de ri ed o  is er li erty it out t e decision o  a udge 
a ter t e e iry o  t e 9 a o e s eci ed eriods. ese eriods 
may e e tended during a state o  emergency or in time o  ar. 

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e ne t 
o  in s all e noti ed immediately en a erson as een 
arrested or detained. 

Persons under detention s all a e t e rig t to re uest trial 
it in a reasona le time and to e released during in estigation 

or rosecution. elease may e conditioned y a guarantee as to 
ensure t e resence o  t e erson at t e trial roceedings or t e 
e ecution o  t e court sentence. 

Persons ose li erties are restricted or any reason are 
entitled to a ly to t e com etent udicial aut ority or s eedy 
conclusion o  roceedings regarding t eir situation and or t eir 
immediate release i  t e restriction im osed u on t em is not 
la ul. 
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(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) amage 
su ered y ersons su ected to treatment ot er t an t ese 
ro isions s all e com ensated y t e tate in accordance it  

t e general rinci les o  t e com ensation la .
IV. Privacy and protection of private life
A. Privacy of private life
ARTICLE 20- eryone as t e rig t to demand res ect 

or is er ri ate and amily li e. Pri acy o  ri ate or amily 
li e s all not e iolated. ( entence re ealed on ay 3, 2 1; 
Act No. 4 9)

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) nless t ere 
e ists a decision duly gi en y a udge on one or se eral o  t e 
grounds o  national security, u lic order, re ention o  crime, 
rotection o   u lic ealt  and u lic morals, or rotection o  

t e rig ts and reedoms o  ot ers, or unless t ere e ists a ritten 
order o  an agency aut ori ed y la , in cases ere delay is 
re udicial, again on t e a o e mentioned grounds, neit er t e 
erson, nor t e ri ate a ers, nor elongings o  an indi idual 

s all e searc ed nor s all t ey e sei ed. e decision o  t e 
com etent aut ority s all e su mitted or t e a ro al o  t e 
udge a ing urisdiction it in t enty our ours. e udge 

s all announce is decision it in orty eig t ours rom t e 
time o  sei ure; ot er ise, sei ure s all automatically e li ted.

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
eryone as t e rig t to re uest t e rotection o  is er 

ersonal data. is rig t includes eing in ormed o , a ing 
access to and re uesting t e correction and deletion o  is
er ersonal data, and to e in ormed et er t ese are used 
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in consistency it  en isaged o ecti es. Personal data can e 
rocessed only in cases en isaged y la  or y t e erson s 

e licit consent. e rinci les and rocedures regarding t e 
rotection o  ersonal data s all e laid do n in la .

B. Inviolability of the domicile
ARTICLE 21- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

e domicile o  an indi idual s all not e iolated. nless 
t ere e ists a decision duly gi en y a udge on one or se eral 
o  t e grounds o  national security, u lic order, re ention 
o  crime, rotection o  u lic ealt  and u lic morals, or 
rotection o  t e rig ts and reedoms o  ot ers, or unless t ere 

e ists a ritten order o  an agency aut ori ed y la  in cases 
ere delay is re udicial, again on t ese grounds, no domicile 

may e entered or searc ed or t e ro erty sei ed t erein. e 
decision o  t e com etent aut ority s all e su mitted or t e 
a ro al o  t e udge a ing urisdiction it in t enty our 
ours. e udge s all announce is decision it in orty

eig t ours rom t e time o  sei ure; ot er ise, sei ure s all e 
automatically lifted. 

C. Freedom of communication
ARTICLE 22- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

eryone as t e freedom of communication. Pri acy of 
communication is fundamental.

nless t ere e ists a decision duly gi en y a udge on 
one or se eral of t e grounds of national security, u lic order, 
re ention of crime, rotection of u lic ealt  and u lic 
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morals, or rotection of t e rig ts and freedoms of ot ers, or 
unless t ere e ists a ritten order of an agency aut ori ed y 
la  in cases ere delay is re udicial, again on t e a o e
mentioned grounds, communication s all not e im eded nor its 
ri acy e iolated. e decision of t e com etent aut ority s all 
e su mitted for t e a ro al of t e udge a ing urisdiction 
it in t enty four ours. e udge s all announce is decision 
it in forty eig t ours from t e time of sei ure; ot er ise, 

sei ure s all e automatically lifted.
Pu lic institutions and agencies ere e ce tions may e 

a lied are rescri ed in la .
V. Freedom of residence and movement
ARTICLE 23- eryone as t e freedom of residence and 

mo ement.
reedom of residence may e restricted y la  for t e 

ur ose of re enting crimes, romoting social and economic 
de elo ment, ac ie ing sound and orderly ur ani ation, and 
rotecting u lic ro erty.

reedom of mo ement may e restricted y la  for t e 
ur ose of in estigation and rosecution of an offence, and 
re ention of crimes.

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9, and as 
amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) A citi en s 
freedom to lea e t e country may e restricted only y t e decision 
of a udge ased on a criminal in estigation or rosecution.

iti ens s all not e de orted, or de ri ed of t eir rig t of 
entry into t e omeland.
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VI. Freedom of religion and conscience
ARTICLE 24- eryone as t e freedom of conscience, 

religious elief and con iction.
Acts of ors i , religious rites and ceremonies s all e 

conducted freely, as long as t ey do not iolate t e ro isions 
of Article 14.

No one s all e com elled to ors i , or to artici ate in 
religious rites and ceremonies, or to re eal religious eliefs and 
con ictions, or e lamed or accused ecause of is religious 
eliefs and con ictions.

eligious and moral education and instruction s all e 
conducted under state su er ision and control. nstruction in 
religious culture and morals s all e one of t e com ulsory 
lessons in t e curricula of rimary and secondary sc ools. 

t er religious education and instruction s all e su ect to t e 
indi idual s o n desire, and in t e case of minors, to t e re uest 
of t eir legal re resentati es. 

No one s all e allo ed to e loit or a use religion or 
religious feelings, or t ings eld sacred y religion, in any manner 

atsoe er, for t e ur ose of ersonal or olitical interest or 
in uence, or for e en artially asing t e fundamental, social, 
economic, olitical, and legal order of t e tate on religious tenets. 

VII. Freedom of thought and opinion
ARTICLE 25- eryone as t e freedom of t oug t and 

o inion.
No one s all e com elled to re eal is er t oug ts and 

o inions for any reason or ur ose; nor s all anyone e lamed 
or accused ecause of is er t oug ts and o inions.
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VIII. Freedom of expression and dissemination of thought
ARTICLE 26- eryone as t e rig t to e ress and 

disseminate is er t oug ts and o inions y s eec , in 
riting or in ictures or t roug  ot er media, indi idually or 

collecti ely. is freedom includes t e li erty of recei ing or 
im arting information or ideas it out interference y of cial 
aut orities. is ro ision s all not reclude su ecting 
transmission y radio, tele ision, cinema, or similar means to a 
system of licensing.

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e e ercise 
of t ese freedoms may e restricted for t e ur oses of national 
security, u lic order, u lic safety, safeguarding t e asic 
c aracteristics of t e e u lic and t e indi isi le integrity of t e 

tate it  its territory and nation, re enting crime, unis ing 
offenders, it olding information duly classi ed as a state 
secret, rotecting t e re utation or rig ts and ri ate and family 
life of ot ers, or rotecting rofessional secrets as rescri ed y 
la , or ensuring t e ro er functioning of t e udiciary.

( e ealed on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)
egulatory ro isions concerning t e use of means to 

disseminate information and t oug ts s all not e deemed as 
t e restriction of freedom of e ression and dissemination of 
t oug ts as long as t e transmission of information and t oug ts 
is not re ented.

(Paragra  added on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e 
formalities, conditions and rocedures to e a lied in e ercising 
t e freedom of e ression and dissemination of t oug t s all e 
rescri ed y la .
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IX. Freedom of science and the arts
ARTICLE 27- eryone as t e rig t to study and teac , 

e ress, and disseminate science and t e arts, and to carry out 
researc  in t ese elds freely.

e rig t to disseminate s all not e e ercised for t e ur ose 
of c anging t e ro isions of articles 1, 2 and 3 of t e onstitution.

e ro ision of t is article s all not reclude regulation y 
la  of t e entry and distri ution of foreign u lications in t e 
country.

X. Provisions relating to the press and publication
A. Freedom of the press
ARTICLE 28- e ress is free, and s all not e censored. 

e esta lis ment of a rinting ouse s all not e su ect to 
rior ermission or t e de osit of a nancial guarantee.

( e ealed on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)
e tate s all ta e t e necessary measures to ensure 

freedom of t e ress and information.
n t e limitation of freedom of t e ress, t e ro isions of 

articles 2  and 2  of t e onstitution s all a ly.
Anyone o rites any ne s or articles ic  t reaten 

t e internal or e ternal security of t e tate or t e indi isi le 
integrity of t e tate it  its territory and nation, ic  tend to 
incite offence, riot or insurrection, or ic  refer to classi ed 
state secrets or as t em rinted, and anyone o rints or 
transmits suc  ne s or articles to ot ers for t e ur oses a o e, 
s all e eld res onsi le under t e la  rele ant to t ese offences. 
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istri ution may e re ented as a recautionary measure y 
t e decision of a udge, or in case delay is deemed re udicial, 
y t e com etent aut ority e licitly designated y la . e 

aut ority re enting t e distri ution s all notify a com etent 
udge of its decision it in t enty four ours at t e latest. e 

order re enting distri ution s all ecome null and oid unless 
u eld y a com etent udge it in forty eig t ours at t e 
latest.

No an s all e laced on t e re orting of e ents, e ce t y 
t e decision of udge issued it in t e limits s eci ed y la , to 
ensure ro er functioning of t e udiciary.

Periodical and non eriodical u lications may e sei ed 
y a decision of a udge in cases of ongoing in estigation 

or rosecution of crimes s eci ed y la ; or y order of t e 
com etent aut ority e licitly designated y la , in situations 

ere delay may constitute a re udice it  res ect to t e 
rotection of t e indi isi le integrity of t e tate it  its territory 

and nation, national security, u lic order or u lic morals and 
for t e re ention of crime. e com etent aut ority issuing 
t e order to sei e s all notify a com etent udge of its decision 

it in t enty four ours at t e latest; t e order to sei e s all 
ecome null and oid unless u eld y a udge it in forty

eig t ours at t e latest.
eneral ro isions s all a ly en sei ing and 

con scating eriodicals and non eriodicals for reasons of 
criminal in estigation and rosecution.
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Periodicals u lis ed in ur ey may e tem orarily 
sus ended y court ruling if found to contain material ic  
contra enes t e indi isi le integrity of t e tate it  its territory 
and nation, t e fundamental rinci les of t e e u lic, national 
security and u lic morals. Any u lication ic  clearly 
ears t e c aracteristics of eing a continuation of a sus ended 
eriodical is ro i ited; and s all e sei ed y decision of a 
udge.

B. Right to publish periodicals and non-periodicals
ARTICLE 29- Pu lication of eriodicals or non eriodicals 

s all not e su ect to rior aut ori ation or t e de osit of a 
nancial guarantee.

u mission of t e information and documents s eci ed y 
la  to t e com etent aut ority designated y la  is suf cient 
to u lis  a eriodical. f t ese information and documents are 
found to contra ene t e la s, t e com etent aut ority s all 
a ly to t e court for sus ension of u lication.

e rinci les regarding t e u lication, t e conditions of 
u lication and t e nancial resources of eriodicals, and t e 
rofession of ournalism s all e regulated y la . e la  s all 

not im ose any olitical, economic, nancial, and tec nical 
conditions o structing or ma ing dif cult t e free dissemination 
of ne s, t oug ts, or o inions. 

Periodicals s all a e e ual access to t e means and facilities 
of t e tate, ot er u lic cor orate odies, and t eir agencies.

CDL-REF(2024)029 Opinion No. 1196/2024



34

C. Protection of printing facilities
ARTICLE 30- (As amended on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 )
A rinting ouse and its anne es, duly esta lis ed as a ress 

enter rise under la , and ress e ui ment s all not e sei ed, 
con scated, or arred from o eration on t e grounds of a ing 
een used in a crime.

D. Right to use media other than the press owned by 
public corporations

ARTICLE 31- ndi iduals and olitical arties a e t e 
rig t to use mass media and means of communication ot er 
t an t e ress o ned y u lic cor orations. e conditions and 
rocedures for suc  use s all e regulated y la .

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e 
la  s all not im ose restrictions re enting t e u lic from 
recei ing information or accessing ideas and o inions t roug  
t ese media, or re enting u lic o inion from eing freely 
formed, on t e grounds ot er t an national security, u lic 
order, or t e rotection of u lic morals and ealt .

E. Right of recti cation and reply
ARTICLE 32- e rig t of recti cation and re ly s all e 

accorded only in cases ere ersonal re utation and onour is 
in ured or in case of u lications of unfounded allegation and 
s all e regulated y la .

f a recti cation or re ly is not u lis ed, t e udge decides, 
it in se en days of a eal y t e indi idual in ol ed, et er 

or not t is u lication is re uired. 
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XI. Rights and freedoms of assembly
A. Freedom of association
ARTICLE 33- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

eryone as t e rig t to form associations, or ecome 
a mem er of an association, or it dra  from mem ers i  

it out rior ermission.
No one s all e com elled to ecome or remain a mem er 

of an association.
reedom of association may e restricted only y la  on 

t e grounds of national security, u lic order, re ention of 
commission of crime, u lic morals, u lic ealt  and rotecting 
t e freedoms of ot er indi iduals.

e formalities, conditions, and rocedures to e a lied in 
t e e ercise of freedom of association s all e rescri ed y la .

Associations may e dissol ed or sus ended from acti ity 
y t e decision of a udge in cases rescri ed y la . o e er, 

ere it is re uired for, and a delay constitutes a re udice to, 
national security, u lic order, re ention of commission or 
continuation of a crime, or an arrest, an aut ority may e ested 

it  o er y la  to sus end t e association from acti ity. e 
decision of t is aut ority s all e su mitted for t e a ro al 
of t e udge a ing urisdiction it in t enty four ours. 

e udge s all announce is er decision it in forty eig t 
ours; ot er ise, t is administrati e decision s all e annulled 

automatically.
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Pro isions of t e rst aragra  s all not re ent im osition 
of restrictions on t e rig ts of armed forces and security forces 
of cials and ci il ser ants to t e e tent t at t e duties of ci il 
ser ants so re uire.

e ro isions of t is article s all also a ly to foundations.

B. Right to hold meetings and demonstration marches

ARTICLE 34- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

eryone as t e rig t to old unarmed and eaceful 
meetings and demonstration marc es it out rior ermission. 

e rig t to old meetings and demonstration marc es s all 
e restricted only y la  on t e grounds of national security, u lic 

order, re ention of commission of crime, rotection of u lic 
ealt  and u lic morals or t e rig ts and freedoms of ot ers.

e formalities, conditions, and rocedures to e a lied 
in t e e ercise of t e rig t to old meetings and demonstration 
marc es s all e rescri ed y la .

XII. Right to property

ARTICLE 35- eryone as t e rig t to o n and in erit 
ro erty.

ese rig ts may e limited y la  only in ie  of u lic 
interest.

e e ercise of t e rig t to ro erty s all not contra ene 
u lic interest.
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XIII. Provisions on the protection of rights

A. Freedom to claim rights

ARTICLE 36- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 
4 9) eryone as t e rig t of litigation eit er as laintiff or 
defendant and t e rig t to a fair trial efore t e courts t roug  
legitimate means and rocedures.

No court s all refuse to ear a case it in its urisdiction.
B. Principle of natural judge
ARTICLE 37- No one may e tried y any udicial aut ority 

ot er t an t e legally designated court.
traordinary tri unals it  urisdiction t at ould in effect 

remo e a erson from t e urisdiction of is legally designated 
court s all not e esta lis ed.

C. Principles relating to offences and penalties
ARTICLE 38- No one s all e unis ed for any act ic  

does not constitute a criminal offence under t e la  in force at 
t e time committed; no one s all e gi en a ea ier enalty for 
an offence ot er t an t e enalty a lica le at t e time en t e 
offence as committed.

e ro isions of t e a o e aragra  s all also a ly to 
t e statute of limitations on offences and enalties and on t e 
results of con iction.

Penalties, and security measures in lieu of enalties, s all e 
rescri ed only y la .
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No one s all e considered guilty until ro en guilty in a 
court of la .

No one s all e com elled to ma e a statement t at ould 
incriminate imself erself or is er legal ne t of in, or to 
resent suc  incriminating e idence.

(Paragra  added on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) 
indings o tained t roug  illegal met ods s all not e 

considered e idence.
riminal res onsi ility s all e ersonal.

(Paragra  added on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) No 
one s all e de ri ed of is er li erty merely on t e ground of 
ina ility to ful l a contractual o ligation.

(Paragra  added on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9, and 
re ealed on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 )

(As amended on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 ) Neit er deat  
enalty nor general con scation s all e im osed as unis ment.

e administration s all not im ose any sanction resulting 
in restriction of ersonal li erty. ce tions to t is ro ision 
may e introduced y la  regarding t e internal order of t e 
armed forces.

(As amended on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 ) No citi en 
s all e e tradited to a foreign country ecause of an offence, 
e ce t under o ligations resulting from eing a arty to t e 
nternational riminal ourt.

XIV. Right to prove an allegation
ARTICLE 39- n li el and defamation suits in ol ing 

allegations against ersons in t e u lic ser ice in connection 
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it  t eir functions or ser ices, t e defendant as t e rig t 
to ro e t e allegations. A lea for resenting roof s all not 
e granted in any ot er case, unless nding out et er t e 

allegation is true or not ould ser e t e u lic interest, or unless 
t e laintiff consents.

XV. Protection of fundamental rights and freedoms
ARTICLE 40- eryone ose constitutional rig ts and 

freedoms a e een iolated as t e rig t to re uest rom t 
access to t e com etent aut orities.

(Paragra  added on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e 
tate is o liged to indicate in its roceedings, t e legal remedies 

and aut orities t e ersons concerned s ould a ly and time 
limits of t e a lications.

amages incurred to any erson t roug  unla ful treatment 
y u lic of cials s all e com ensated for y t e tate as er 

t e la . e state reser es t e rig t of recourse to t e of cial 
res onsi le.

CHAPTER THREE
Social and Economic Rights and Duties

I. Protection of the family, and children’s rights3 
ARTICLE 41- (Paragra  added on cto er 3, 2 1; Act 

No. 4 9) amily is t e foundation of t e ur is  society and 
ased on t e e uality et een t e s ouses.

                                         
3 The phrase and children s ri hts  was added by the ourth Article o  Act o  982 
dated eptember 12, 2 1
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e tate s all ta e t e necessary measures and esta lis  
t e necessary organi ation to rotect eace and elfare of 
t e family, es ecially mot er and c ildren, and to ensure t e 
instruction of family lanning and its ractice.

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
ery c ild as t e rig t to rotection and care and t e rig t to 

a e and maintain a ersonal and direct relation it  is er 
mot er and fat er unless it is contrary to is er ig  interests.

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
e tate s all ta e measures for t e rotection of t e c ildren 

against all inds of a use and iolence.
II. Right and duty of education
ARTICLE 42- No one s all e de ri ed of t e rig t of 

education.
e sco e of t e rig t to education s all e de ned and 

regulated y la .
ducation s all e conducted along t e lines of t e rinci les 

and reforms of Atat r , ased on contem orary scienti c and 
educational rinci les, under t e su er ision and control of t e 

tate. ducational institutions contra ening t ese rinci les 
s all not e esta lis ed.

e freedom of education does not relie e t e indi idual 
from loyalty to t e onstitution.

Primary education is com ulsory for all citi ens of ot  
se es and is free of c arge in state sc ools.
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e rinci les go erning t e functioning of ri ate rimary 
and secondary sc ools s all e regulated y la  in ee ing it  
t e standards set for t e state sc ools.

(Paragra  added on e ruary 2, 2 ; Act No. 5 35, and 
annulled y t e decision of t e onstitutional ourt dated June 
5, 2  num ered . 2 1 , . 2 11 ) 

e tate s all ro ide sc olars i s and ot er means of 
assistance to ena le students of merit lac ing nancial means 
to continue t eir education. e tate s all ta e necessary 
measures to re a ilitate t ose in need of s ecial education so as 
to render suc  eo le useful to society.

raining, education, researc , and study are t e only 
acti ities t at s all e ursued at institutions of education. ese 
acti ities s all not e o structed in any ay.

No language ot er t an ur is  s all e taug t as a mot er 
tongue to ur is  citi ens at any institution of education. 

oreign languages to e taug t in institutions of education and 
t e rules to e follo ed y sc ools conducting education in a 
foreign language s all e determined y la . e ro isions of 
international treaties are reser ed.

III. Public interest
A. Utilization of the coasts
ARTICLE 43- e coasts are under t e aut ority and 

dis osal of t e tate.
n t e utili ation of sea coasts, la e s ores or ri er an s, 

and of t e coastal stri  along t e sea and la es, u lic interest 
s all e ta en into consideration it  riority.
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e idt  of coasts and coastal stri s according to t e 
ur ose of utili ation and t e conditions of utili ation y 

indi iduals s all e determined y la .
B. Land ownership
ARTICLE 44- e tate s all ta e t e necessary measures 

to maintain and de elo  ef cient land culti ation, to re ent 
its loss t roug  erosion, and to ro ide land to farmers it  
insuf cient land of t eir o n, or no land. or t is ur ose, t e 
la  may de ne t e si e of a ro riate land units, according to 
different agricultural regions and ty es of farming. Pro ision of 
land to farmers it  no or insuf cient land s all not lead to a fall 
in roduction, or to t e de letion of forests and ot er land and 
underground resources.

ands distri uted for t is ur ose s all neit er e di ided 
nor e transferred to ot ers, e ce t t roug  in eritance, and 
s all e culti ated only y t e farmers to om t e lands a e 
een distri uted, and t eir eirs. n t e e ent of loss of t ese 

conditions, t e rinci les relating to t e reco ery y t e tate of 
t e land t us distri uted s all e rescri ed y la .

C. Protection of agriculture, animal husbandry, and 
persons engaged in these activities

ARTICLE 45- e tate facilitates farmers and li estoc  
reeders in ac uiring mac inery, e ui ment and ot er in uts in 

order to re ent im ro er use and destruction of agricultural land, 
meado s and astures and to increase cro  and li estoc  roduction 
in accordance it  t e rinci les of agricultural lanning.
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e tate s all ta e necessary measures for t e utili ation of 
cro  and li estoc  roducts, and to ena le roducers to e aid 
t e real alue of t eir roducts.

D. Expropriation
ARTICLE 46- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

e tate and u lic cor orations s all e entitled, ere 
t e u lic interest re uires, to e ro riate ri ately o ned real 
estate olly or in art and im ose administrati e ser itude on 
it, in accordance it  t e rinci les and rocedures rescri ed 

y la , ro ided t at t e actual com ensation is aid in ad ance.
e com ensation for e ro riation and t e amount 

regarding its increase rendered y a nal udgment s all e aid 
in cas  and in ad ance. o e er, t e rocedure to e a lied for 
com ensation for e ro riated land for t e ur oses of carrying 
out agriculture reform, ma or energy and irrigation ro ects, and 

ousing and resettlement sc emes, afforestation, and rotecting 
t e coasts, and tourism s all e regulated y la . n t e cases 

ere t e la  may allo  ayment in instalments, t e ayment 
eriod s all not e ceed e years, ence ayments s all e 

made in e ual instalments. 
om ensation for t e land e ro riated from t e small 

farmer o culti ates is er o n land s all e aid in ad ance 
in all cases. 

An interest e ui alent to t e ig est interest aid on u lic 
claims s all a ly in t e instalments en isaged in t e second 
aragra  and e ro riation costs not aid for any reason.
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E. Nationalization and privatization4 
ARTICLE 47- Pri ate enter rises erforming ser ices 

of u lic nature may e nationali ed in e igencies of u lic 
interest.

Nationali ation s all e carried out on t e asis of real 
alue. e met ods and rocedures for calculating real alue 

s all e rescri ed y la .
(Paragra  added on August 13, 1999; Act No. 444 ) 

Princi les and rules concerning t e ri ati ation of enter rises 
and assets o ned y t e tate, state economic enter rises, and 
ot er u lic cor orate odies s all e rescri ed y la .

(Paragra  added on August 13, 1999; Act No. 444 ) ose 
in estments and ser ices carried out y t e tate, state economic 
enter rises and ot er u lic cor orate odies, ic  could e 

erformed y or delegated to ersons or cor orate odies 
t roug  ri ate la  contracts s all e determined y la .

IV. Freedom of work and contract
ARTICLE 48- eryone as t e freedom to or  and 

conclude contracts in t e eld of is er c oice. sta lis ment 
of ri ate enter rises is free.

e tate s all ta e measures to ensure t at ri ate 
enter rises o erate in accordance it  national economic 
re uirements and social o ecti es and in security and sta ility.

                                         
4 The phrase and pri ati ation  was added by the rst Article o  Act o  444  dated 
Au ust 13, 1999  
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V. Provisions relating to labour
A. Right and duty to work
ARTICLE 49- eryone as t e rig t and duty to or . 
(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e tate 

s all ta e t e necessary measures to raise t e standard of li ing 
of or ers, and to rotect or ers and t e unem loyed in 
order to im ro e t e general conditions of la our, to romote 
la our, to create suita le economic conditions for re ention of 
unem loyment and to secure la our eace.

( e ealed on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)
B. Working conditions and right to rest and leisure
ARTICLE 50- No one s all e re uired to erform or  

unsuited to is er age, se , and ca acity.
inors, omen, and ysically and mentally disa led 

ersons, s all en oy s ecial rotection it  regard to or ing 
conditions.

All or ers a e t e rig t to rest and leisure.
ig ts and conditions relating to aid ee ends and olidays, 

toget er it  aid annual lea e, s all e regulated y la .
C. Right to organize unions
ARTICLE 51- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

m loyees and em loyers a e t e rig t to form unions 
and ig er organi ations, it out rior ermission, and t ey 
also ossess t e rig t to ecome a mem er of a union and to 
freely it dra  from mem ers i , in order to safeguard and 
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de elo  t eir economic and social rig ts and t e interests of 
t eir mem ers in t eir la our relations. No one s all e forced to 

ecome a mem er of a union or to it dra  from mem ers i .
e rig t to form a union s all e solely restricted y la  

on t e grounds of national security, u lic order, re ention of 
commission of crime, u lic ealt , u lic morals and rotecting 
t e rig ts and freedoms of ot ers.

e formalities, conditions and rocedures to e a lied in 
e ercising t e rig t to form union s all e rescri ed y la .

( e ealed on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)
e sco e, e ce tions and limits of t e rig ts of ci il 

ser ants o do not a e a or er status are rescri ed y la  
in line it  t e c aracteristics of t eir ser ices.

e regulations, administration and functioning of unions and 
t eir ig er odies s all not e inconsistent it  t e fundamental 
c aracteristics of t e e u lic and rinci les of democracy.

D. Activities of unions
ARTICLE 52- ( e ealed on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121)
VI. Collective labour agreement, right to strike, and lockout
A. Rights of collective labour agreement and collective 

agreement5 
ARTICLE 53- or ers and em loyers a e t e rig t 

to conclude collecti e la our agreements in order to regulate 
reci rocally t eir economic and social osition and conditions 
of or .
                                         
 The phrase and collecti e a reement  was added by the si th Article o  Act o  
982 dated eptember 12, 2 1
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e rocedure to e follo ed in concluding collecti e 
la our agreements s all e regulated y la .

(Paragra  added on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121, and 
re ealed on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)

( e ealed on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)
(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 

Pu lic ser ants and ot er u lic em loyees a e t e rig t to 
conclude collecti e agreements.

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) e 
arties may a ly to t e Pu lic er ants Ar itration oard if a 

disagreement arises during t e rocess of collecti e agreement. 
e decisions of t e Pu lic er ants Ar itration oard s all e 

nal and a e t e force of a collecti e agreement.
(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 

e sco e of and t e e ce tions to t e rig t of collecti e 
agreement, t e ersons to ene t from and t e form, rocedure 
and entry into force of collecti e agreement and t e e tension of 
t e ro isions of collecti e agreement to t ose retired, as ell 
as t e organi ation and o erating rocedures and rinci les of 
t e Pu lic er ants Ar itration oard and ot er matters s all e 
laid do n in la .

B. Right to strike, and lockout
ARTICLE 54- or ers a e t e rig t to stri e during 

t e collecti e argaining rocess if a disagreement arises. e 
rocedures and conditions go erning t e e ercise of t is rig t 

and t e em loyer s recourse to a loc out, t e sco e of, and t e 
e ce tions to t em s all e regulated y la .
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e rig t to stri e and loc out s all not e e ercised in a 
manner contrary to t e rules of good ill, to t e detriment of 
society, and in a manner damaging national ealt .

( e ealed on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)
e circumstances and or laces in ic  stri es and 

loc outs may e ro i ited or ost oned s all e regulated y la .
n cases ere a stri e or a loc out is ro i ited or 

ost oned, t e dis ute s all e settled y t e u reme 
Ar itration oard at t e end of t e eriod of ost onement. e 
dis uting arties may a ly to t e u reme Ar itration oard 

y mutual agreement at any stage of t e dis ute. e decisions 
of t e u reme Ar itration oard s all e nal and a e t e 
force of a collecti e la our agreement.

e organi ation and functions of t e u reme Ar itration 
oard s all e regulated y la .

( e ealed on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)
ose o refuse to go on stri e s all in no ay e arred 

from or ing at t eir or lace y stri ers.
VII. Provision of fair wage
ARTICLE 55- ages s all e aid in return for or .

e state s all ta e t e necessary measures to ensure t at 
or ers earn a fair age commensurate it  t e or  t ey 
erform and t at t ey en oy ot er social ene ts.

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) n 
determining t e minimum age, t e li ing conditions of t e 

or ers and t e economic situation of t e country s all also e 
ta en into account.
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VIII. Health, the environment and housing
A. Health services and protection of the environment
ARTICLE 56- eryone as t e rig t to li e in a ealt y 

and alanced en ironment.
t is t e duty of t e tate and citi ens to im ro e t e natural 

en ironment, to rotect t e en ironmental ealt  and to re ent 
en ironmental ollution.

e tate s all regulate central lanning and functioning of 
t e ealt  ser ices to ensure t at e eryone leads a ealt y life 

ysically and mentally, and ro ide coo eration y sa ing and 
increasing roducti ity in uman and material resources.

e tate s all ful l t is tas  y utili ing and su er ising 
t e ealt  and social assistance institutions, in ot  t e u lic 
and ri ate sectors.

n order to esta lis  ides read ealt  ser ices, general 
ealt  insurance may e introduced y la .

B. Right to housing
ARTICLE 57- e tate s all ta e measures to meet t e 

need for ousing it in t e frame or  of a lan t at ta es 
into account t e c aracteristics of cities and en ironmental 
conditions, and also su ort community ousing ro ects.

IX. Youth and sports
A. Protection of the youth
ARTICLE 58- e tate s all ta e measures to ensure t e 

education and de elo ment of t e yout  into ose ee ing 
our inde endence and our e u lic are entrusted, in t e lig t 
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of ositi e science, in line it  t e rinci les and reforms of 
Atat r , and in o osition to ideas aiming at t e destruction of 
t e indi isi le integrity of t e tate it  its territory and nation.

 e tate s all ta e necessary measures to rotect yout  
from addiction to alco ol and drugs, crime, gam ling, and 
similar ices, and ignorance.

B. Development of sports and arbitration6 
ARTICLE 59- e tate s all ta e measures to de elo  t e 

ysical and mental ealt  of ur is  citi ens of all ages, and 
encourage t e s read of s orts among t e masses.

e state s all rotect successful at letes.
(Paragra  added on arc  1 , 2 11; Act No. 214) e 

decisions of s ort federations relating to administration and 
disci line of s orti e acti ities may e c allenged only t roug  
com ulsory ar itration. e decisions of oard of Ar itration 
are nal and s all not e a ealed to any udicial aut ority.

X. Social security rights
A. Right to social security
ARTICLE 60- eryone as t e rig t to social security.

e tate s all ta e t e necessary measures and esta lis  
t e organisation for t e ro ision of social security.

B. Persons requiring special protection in the eld of 
social security

ARTICLE 61- e tate s all rotect t e ido s and 
or ans of martyrs of ar and duty, toget er it  in alid and ar 

eterans, and ensure t at t ey en oy a decent standard of li ing. 
                                         
6 The phrase and arbitration  was added by the rst Article o  Act o  6214 dated 

arch 1 , 2 11
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e tate s all ta e measures to rotect t e disa led and 
secure t eir integration into community life.

e aged s all e rotected y t e tate. tate assistance to, 
and ot er rig ts and ene ts of t e aged s all e regulated y la .

e tate s all ta e all inds of measures for social 
resettlement of c ildren in need of rotection.

o ac ie e t ese aims t e tate s all esta lis  t e necessary 
organi ations or facilities, or arrange for t eir esta lis ment.

C. Turkish citizens working abroad
ARTICLE 62- e tate s all ta e t e necessary measures 

to ensure family unity, t e education of t e c ildren, t e cultural 
needs, and t e social security of ur is  citi ens or ing 
a road, and to safeguard t eir ties it  t e ome country and to 

el  t em on t eir return ome. 
XI. Protection of historical, cultural and natural assets
ARTICLE 63- e tate s all ensure t e rotection of t e 

istorical, cultural and natural assets and ealt , and s all ta e 
su orti e and romoti e measures to ards t at end. 

Any limitations to e im osed on suc  ri ately o ned 
assets and ealt  and t e com ensation and e em tions to e 
accorded to t e o ners of suc , ecause of t ese limitations, 
s all e regulated y la .

XII. Protection of arts and artists
ARTICLE 64- e tate s all rotect artistic acti ities and 

artists. e tate s all ta e t e necessary measures to rotect, 
romote and su ort or s of art and artists, and encourage t e 

s read of a reciation for t e arts.
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XIII. The extent of social and economic duties of the State7 

ARTICLE 65- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

e tate s all ful l its duties as laid do n in t e 
onstitution in t e social and economic elds it in t e ca acity 

of its nancial resources, ta ing into consideration t e riorities 
a ro riate it  t e aims of t ese duties.

CHAPTER FOUR

Political Rights and Duties

I. Turkish citizenship

ARTICLE 66- eryone ound to t e ur is  tate t roug  
t e ond of citi ens i  is a ur .

e c ild of a ur is  fat er or a ur is  mot er is a ur . 
( entence re ealed on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9)

iti ens i  can e ac uired under t e conditions sti ulated 
y la , and s all e forfeited only in cases determined y la .

No ur  s all e de ri ed of citi ens i , unless e s e 
commits an act incom ati le it  loyalty to t e mot erland.

ecourse to t e courts in a eal against t e decisions and 
roceedings related to t e de ri ation of citi ens i  s all not 
e denied.

                                         
7 The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as  imits o  social and 
economic ri hts , was amended by the twenty second Article o  Act o  47 9 dated 
October 3, 2 1  
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II. Right to vote, to be elected and to engage in political 
activity

ARTICLE 67- n conformity it  t e conditions set fort  
in t e la , citi ens a e t e rig t to ote, to e elected, to engage 
in olitical acti ities inde endently or in a olitical arty, and to 
ta e art in a referendum.

(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121)  lections 
and referenda s all e eld under t e direction and su er ision 
of t e udiciary, in accordance it  t e rinci les of free, e ual, 
secret, direct, uni ersal suffrage, and u lic counting of t e 
otes. o e er, t e la  determines a lica le measures for 
ur is  citi ens a road to e ercise t eir rig t to ote.

(As amended on ay 1 , 19 ; Act No. 33 1, and on July 
23, 1995; Act No. 4121) All ur is  citi ens o er eig teen years 
of age s all a e t e rig t to ote in elections and to ta e art 
in referenda. 

e e ercise of t ese rig ts s all e regulated y la .
(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121, and on 

cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) Pri ates and cor orals at arms, 
cadets, and con icts in enal e ecution institutions e cluding 
t ose con icted of negligent offences s all not ote. e 
necessary measures to e ta en to ensure t e safety of oting 
and t e counting of t e otes in enal e ecution institutions and 

risons s all e determined y t e u reme oard of lection; 
suc  oting is eld under t e on site direction and su er ision 
of aut ori ed udge.
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(Paragra  added on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121) e 
electoral la s s all e dra n u  so as to reconcile t e rinci les 
of fair re resentation and sta ility of go ernment.

(Paragra  added on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) 
Amendments to t e electoral la s s all not a ly to t e elections 
to e eld it in one year from t e entry into force date of t e 
amendments.

III. Provisions relating to political parties
A. Forming parties, membership and withdrawal from 

membership in a party
ARTICLE 68- (As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121)

iti ens a e t e rig t to form olitical arties and duly oin 
and it dra  from t em. ne must e o er eig teen years of 
age to ecome a mem er of a arty.

Political arties are indis ensa le elements of democratic 
olitical life.

Political arties s all e formed it out rior ermission, 
and s all ursue t eir acti ities in accordance it  t e ro isions 
set fort  in t e onstitution and la s.

e statutes and rograms, as ell as t e acti ities of 
olitical arties s all not e contrary to t e inde endence of 

t e tate, its indi isi le integrity it  its territory and nation, 
uman rig ts, t e rinci les of e uality and rule of la , 

so ereignty of t e nation, t e rinci les of t e democratic and 
secular re u lic; t ey s all not aim to romote or esta lis  class 
or grou  dictators i  or dictators i  of any ind, nor s all t ey 
incite citi ens to crime.
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Judges and rosecutors, mem ers of ig er udicial organs 
including t ose of t e ourt of Accounts, ci il ser ants in u lic 
institutions and organi ations, ot er u lic ser ants o are not 
considered to e la ourers y irtue of t e ser ices t ey erform, 
mem ers of t e armed forces and students o are not yet in 
ig er education, s all not ecome mem ers of olitical arties. 

e mem ers i  of t e teac ing staff at ig er education 
to olitical arties is regulated y la . is la  s all not allo  
t ose mem ers to assume res onsi ilities outside t e central 
organs of t e olitical arties and it also sets fort  t e regulations 

ic  t e teac ing staff at ig er education institutions s all 
o ser e as mem ers of olitical arties in t e ig er education 
institutions. 

e rinci les concerning t e mem ers i  of students at 
ig er education to olitical arties are regulated y la .

e tate s all ro ide t e olitical arties it  ade uate 
nancial means in an e uita le manner. e rinci les regarding 

aid to olitical arties, as ell as collection of dues and donations 
are regulated y la .

B. Principles to be observed by political parties
ARTICLE 69- (As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121)

e acti ities, internal regulations and o eration of 
olitical arties s all e in line it  democratic rinci les. e 

a lication of t ese rinci les is regulated y la .
Political arties s all not engage in commercial acti ities.
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e income and e enditure of olitical arties s all e 
consistent it  t eir o ecti es. e a lication of t is rule 
is regulated y la . e auditing of ac uisitions, re enue and 
e enditure of olitical arties y t e onstitutional ourt in 
terms of conformity to la  as ell as t e met ods of audit and 
sanctions to e a lied in case of inconformity to la  s all e 
indicated in la . e onstitutional ourt s all e assisted y 
t e ourt of Accounts in erforming its tas  of auditing. e 
udgments rendered y t e onstitutional ourt ecause of t e 

auditing s all e nal.
e dissolution of olitical arties s all e decided nally 

y t e onstitutional ourt after t e ling of a suit y t e of ce 
of t e ief Pu lic Prosecutor of t e ig  ourt of A eals.

e ermanent dissolution of a olitical arty s all e 
decided en it is esta lis ed t at t e statute and rogram of 
t e olitical arty iolate t e ro isions of t e fourt  aragra  
of Article .

e decision to dissol e a olitical arty ermanently o ing 
to acti ities iolating t e ro isions of t e fourt  aragra  of 
Article  may e rendered only en t e onstitutional ourt 
determines t at t e arty in uestion as ecome a centre for 
t e e ecution of suc  acti ities. ( entence added on cto er 3, 
2 1; Act No. 4 9) A olitical arty s all e deemed to ecome 
t e centre of suc  actions only en suc  actions are carried 
out intensi ely y t e mem ers of t at arty or t e situation is 
s ared im licitly or e licitly y t e grand congress, general 
c air ersons i  or t e central decision ma ing or administrati e 
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organs of t at arty or y t e grou s general meeting or grou  
e ecuti e oard at t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey or 

en t ese acti ities are carried out in determination y t e 
a o ementioned arty organs directly.

(Paragra  added on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) 
nstead of dissol ing it ermanently in accordance it  t e 

a o e mentioned aragra s, t e onstitutional ourt may rule 
t e concerned arty to e de ri ed of state aid olly or in art 

it  res ect to intensity of t e actions roug t efore t e court. 
A arty ic  as een dissol ed ermanently s all not e 

founded under anot er name.
e mem ers, including t e founders of a olitical arty 

ose acts or statements a e caused t e arty to e dissol ed 
ermanently s all not e founders, mem ers, directors or 

su er isors in any ot er arty for a eriod of e years from t e 
date of u lication of t e onstitutional ourt s nal decision 

it  its usti cation for ermanently dissol ing t e arty in t e 
f cial a ette.

Political arties t at acce t aid from foreign states, 
international institutions and ersons and cor orate odies of 
non ur is  nationality s all e dissol ed ermanently. 

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e 
foundation and acti ities of olitical arties, t eir su er ision 
and dissolution, or t eir de ri al of state aid olly or in art as 

ell as t e election e enditures and rocedures of t e olitical 
arties and candidates, are regulated y la  in accordance it  

t e a o e mentioned rinci les.
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IV. Right to enter public service
A. Entry into public service
ARTICLE 70- ery ur  as t e rig t to enter u lic ser ice.
No criteria ot er t an t e uali cations for t e of ce 

concerned s all e ta en into consideration for recruitment into 
u lic ser ice.

B. Declaration of assets
ARTICLE 71- eclaration of assets y ersons entering 

u lic ser ice and t e fre uency of suc  declarations s all e 
determined y la . ose ser ing in t e legislati e and e ecuti e 
organs s all not e e em ted from t is re uirement.

V. National service
ARTICLE 72- National ser ice is t e rig t and duty of e ery 

ur . e manner in ic  t is ser ice s all e erformed, or 
considered as erformed, eit er in t e armed forces or in u lic 
ser ice, s all e regulated y la . 

VI. Duty to pay taxes 
ARTICLE 73- eryone is under o ligation to ay ta es 

according to is nancial resources, in order to meet u lic 
e enditure. 

An e uita le and alanced distri ution of t e ta  urden is 
t e social o ecti e of scal olicy. 

a es, fees, duties, and ot er suc  nancial o ligations s all 
e im osed, amended, or re o ed y la . 
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(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e President 
of t e e u lic may e em o ered to amend t e ercentages 
of e em tion, e ce tions and reductions in ta es, fees, duties 
and ot er suc  nancial o ligations, it in t e minimum and 
ma imum limits rescri ed y la .

VII. Right of petition, right to information and appeal to 
the Ombudsperson8 

ARTICLE 74- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act 
No. 4 9) iti ens and foreigners resident in ur ey, it  t e 
condition of o ser ing t e rinci le of reci rocity, a e t e rig t 
to a ly in riting to t e com etent aut orities and to t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey it  regard to t e re uests and 
com laints concerning t emsel es or t e u lic. 

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e result 
of t e a lication concerning imself erself s all e made 

no n to t e etitioner in riting it out delay.
( e ealed on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)
(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 

eryone as t e rig t to o tain information and a eal to t e 
m uds erson.

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
e nstitution of t e m uds erson esta lis ed under t e 

rand National Assem ly of ur ey e amines com laints on 
t e functioning of t e administration.
                                         
8 The phrase ri ht to in ormation and appeal to the Ombudsperson  was added by 
the ei hth Article o  Act o  982 dated eptember 12, 2 1
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(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
e ief m uds erson s all e elected y t e rand National 

Assem ly of ur ey for a term of four years y secret allot. n 
t e rst t o allots, a t o t irds ma ority of t e total num er of 
mem ers, and in t e t ird allot an a solute ma ority of t e total 
num er of mem ers s all e re uired. f an a solute ma ority 
cannot e o tained in t e t ird allot, a fourt  allot s all e 
eld et een t e t o candidates o a e recei ed t e greatest 

num er of otes in t e t ird allot; t e candidate o recei es 
t e greatest num er of otes in t e fourt  allot s all e elected.

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
e ay of e ercising t ese rig ts referred to in t is article, 

t e esta lis ment, duties, functioning of t e m uds erson 
nstitution and its roceedings after t e e amination and 

t e rocedures and rinci les regarding t e uali cations, 
elections and ersonnel rig ts of t e ief m uds erson and 
om uds ersons s all e laid do n in la .

PART THREE
Fundamental Organs of the Republic

CHAPTER ONE
Legislative Power

I. The Grand National Assembly of Turkey
A. Composition
ARTICLE 75- (As amended on ay 1 , 19 ; Act No. 33 1, 

on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121, A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) 
 e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all e com osed 

of si  undred de uties elected y uni ersal suffrage.
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B. Eligibility to be a deputy
ARTICLE 76- (As amended on cto er 13, 2 ; Act 

No.5551, A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) ery ur  o er t e 
age of eig teen is eligi le to e a de uty.

(As amended on ecem er 2 , 2 2; Act No. 4 , A ril 
1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) Persons o a e not com leted 
rimary education, o a e een de ri ed of legal ca acity, 

o are neit er e em t nor deferred from military ser ice, o 
are anned from u lic ser ice, o a e een sentenced to a 
rison term totalling one year or more e cluding in oluntary 

offences, or to a ea y im risonment; t ose o a e een 
con icted for dis onoura le offences suc  as em e lement, 
corru tion, ri ery, t eft, fraud, forgery, reac  of trust, 
fraudulent an ru tcy; and ersons con icted of smuggling, 
cons iracy in of cial idding or urc asing, of offences related 
to t e disclosure of state secrets, of in ol ement in acts of 
terrorism, or incitement and encouragement of suc  acti ities, 
s all not e elected as a de uty, e en if t ey a e een granted 
amnesty. 

Judges and rosecutors, mem ers of t e ig er udicial 
organs, lecturers at institutions of ig er education, mem ers 
of t e ouncil of ig er ducation, em loyees of u lic 
institutions and agencies o a e t e status of ci il ser ants, 
ot er u lic em loyees not regarded as la ourers on account of 
t e duties t ey erform, and mem ers of t e armed forces s all 
not stand for election or e eligi le to e a de uty unless t ey 
resign from f ce.
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C. Election term of the Grand National Assembly of 
Turkey and the President of the Republic9 

ARTICLE 77- (As amended on cto er 21, 2 ; Act 
No.5  A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) 

lections for t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey and 
residential elections s all e eld e ery e years and on t e 

same day.
A de uty ose term of of ce e ires is eligi le for re

election.
f t e re uired ma ority cannot e o tained in t e rst 

allot of a residential election, a second allot s all e eld in 
com liance it  t e rocedure of Article 1 1.

D. Deferment of elections and by-elections10 
ARTICLE 78- f olding ne  elections is deemed 

im ossi le ecause of ar, t e rand National Assem ly of 
ur ey may decide to defer elections for a year.

f t e grounds do not disa ear, t e deferment may e 
re eated in com liance it  t e rocedure for deferment.

y elections s all e eld en acancies arise in t e 
mem ers i  of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey. y
elections s all e eld once in e ery election term and cannot 
                                         
9 The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as C  lection term o  the rand 

ational Assembly o  Tur ey  was amended by the ourth Article o  Act o  6771 
dated April 16, 2 17
1  The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as  e erment o  elections 
or the rand ational Assembly o  Tur ey and by elections  was amended by the 

si teenth Article o  Act o  6771 dated April 16, 2 17
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e eld unless t irty mont s ela se after t e general election. 
o e er, in cases ere t e num er of acant seats reac es e 
er cent of t e total num er of seats, y elections decided to e 
eld it in t ree mont s.

y elections s all not e eld it in one year efore general 
elections.

(Paragra  added on ecem er 2 , 2 2; Act No. 4 ) 
A art from t e a o e s eci ed situations, if all t e seats of a 
ro ince or electoral district fall acant in t e Assem ly, a 
y election s all e eld on t e rst unday after ninety days 

follo ing t e acancy. e t ird aragra  of Article 12  of t e 
onstitution s all not a ly for elections eld er t is aragra .

E. General administration and supervision of elections
ARTICLE 79- lections s all e eld under t e general 

administration and su er ision of t e udicial organs.
(As amended on cto er 21, 2 ; Act No. 5 ) e 

u reme oard of lection s all e ecute all t e functions 
to ensure t e fair and orderly conduct of elections from t e 
eginning to t e end, carry out in estigations and ta e nal 

decisions, during and after t e elections, on all irregularities, 
com laints and o ections concerning t e electoral matters, 
and recei e t e electoral records of t e mem ers of t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey and residential election. No 
a eal s all e made to any aut ority against t e decisions of 
t e u reme oard of lection.
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e functions and o ers of t e u reme oard of lection 
and ot er electoral oards s all e determined y la .

e u reme oard of lection s all e com osed of se en 
regular mem ers and four su stitutes. i  of t e mem ers s all 
e elected y t e eneral oard of ig  ourt of A eals, 

and e of t e mem ers s all e elected y t e eneral oard 
of ouncil of tate from amongst t eir o n mem ers, y t e 

ote of t e a solute ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers 
t roug  secret allot. ese mem ers s all elect a c air erson 
and a ice c air erson from amongst t emsel es, y a solute 
ma ority and secret allot.

Amongst t e mem ers elected to t e u reme oard of 
lection y t e ig  ourt of A eals and y t e ouncil of 
tate, t o mem ers from eac  grou  s all e designated y lot 

as su stitute mem ers. e air erson and ice air erson 
of t e u reme oard of lection s all not ta e art in t is 
rocedure.

(As amended on cto er 21, 2 ; Act No. 5 ) e 
general conduct and su er ision of a referendum on la s 
amending t e onstitution and of election of t e President of 
t e e u lic y eo le s all e su ect to t e same ro isions 
relating to t e election of de uties.

F. Provisions relating to membership
1. Representing the nation
ARTICLE 80- em ers of t e rand National Assem ly 

of ur ey s all not re resent t eir o n constituencies or 
constituents, ut t e nation as a ole.
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2. Oath-taking
ARTICLE 81- em ers of t e rand National Assem ly 

of ur ey, on assuming of ce, s all ta e t e follo ing oat
 s ear u on my onour and integrity, efore t e great 

ur is  Nation, to safeguard t e e istence and inde endence of 
t e state, t e indi isi le integrity of t e country and t e nation, 
and t e a solute so ereignty of t e nation; to remain loyal to 
t e su remacy of la , to t e democratic and secular re u lic, 
and to Atat r s rinci les and reforms; not to de iate from t e 
ideal according to ic  e eryone is entitled to en oy uman 
rig ts and fundamental freedoms under t e notion of eace and 
ros erity in society, national solidarity and ustice, and loyalty 

to t e onstitution.
3. Activities incompatible with membership 
ARTICLE 82- em ers of t e rand National Assem ly 

of ur ey s all not old of ce in state de artments and ot er 
u lic cor orate odies and t eir su sidiaries; in cor orations 

and enter rises ere t ere is direct or indirect artici ation 
of t e tate or u lic cor orate odies; in t e enter rises 
and cor orations ere t e tate and ot er u lic cor orate 
odies ta e art directly or indirectly; in t e e ecuti e and 

su er isory oards of u lic ene t associations ose ri ate 
resources of re enues and ri ileges are ro ided y la ; of 
t e foundations recei ing su sidies from t e state and en oying 
ta  e em tion; of t e rofessional organi ations a ing t e 
c aracteristics of u lic institutions and trade unions; and in t e 
e ecuti e and su er isory oards of aforementioned enter rises 
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and cor orations ic  t ey a e a s are and in t eir ig er 
odies. Nor s all t ey e re resentati es, acce t any contracted 

engagement of t e oards stated a o e directly or indirectly, 
ser e as a re resentati e, or erform as an ar itrator t erein. 

em ers of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all not 
e entrusted it  any of cial or ri ate duties in ol ing ro osal, 

recommendation, a ointment, or a ro al y t e e ecuti e 
organ. ( entence re ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)

t er duties and acti ities incom ati le it  mem ers i  
in t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all e regulated 
y la .

4. Parliamentary immunity
ARTICLE 83- em ers of t e rand National Assem ly 

of ur ey s all not e lia le for t eir otes and statements 
during arliamentary roceedings, for t e ie s t ey e ress 
efore t e Assem ly, or, unless t e Assem ly decides ot er ise, 

on t e ro osal of t e ureau for t at sitting, for re eating or 
re ealing t ese outside t e Assem ly.

A de uty o is alleged to a e committed an offence efore 
or after election s all not e detained, interrogated, arrested or 
tried unless t e Assem ly decides ot er ise. is ro ision 
s all not a ly in cases ere a mem er is caug t in agrante 
delicto re uiring ea y enalty and in cases su ect to Article 14 
of t e onstitution as long as an in estigation as een initiated 
efore t e election. o e er, in suc  situations t e com etent 

aut ority as to notify t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
of t e case immediately and directly.
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e e ecution of a criminal sentence im osed on a mem er 
of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey eit er efore or after 

is election s all e sus ended until e ceases to e a mem er; 
t e statute of limitations does not a ly during t e term of 
mem ers i .

n estigation and rosecution of a re elected de uty s all e 
su ect to t e Assem ly s lifting t e immunity ane . 

Political arty grou s in t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey s all not old de ates or ta e decisions regarding 

arliamentary immunity.
5. Loss of membership
ARTICLE 84- (As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121)

e loss of mem ers i  of a de uty o as resigned s all 
e decided u on y t e Plenary of t e rand National Assem ly 

of ur ey after t e ureau of t e rand National Assem ly of 
ur ey attests to t e alidity of t e resignation.

e loss of mem ers i , t roug  a nal udicial sentence or 
de ri ation of legal ca acity, s all ta e effect after t e Plenary 
as een noti ed of t e nal court decision on t e matter.

e loss of mem ers i  of a de uty o insists on olding a 
osition or carrying out a ser ice incom ati le it  mem ers i  

according to Article 2 s all e decided y t e Plenary t roug  
secret oting, u on t e su mission of a re ort dra n u  y t e 
aut ori ed committee setting out t e factual situation.

oss of mem ers i  of a de uty o fails to attend 
Parliamentary roceedings it out e cuse or lea e of a sence 
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for e sessions, in a eriod of one mont  s all e decided u on 
y t e Plenary it  a ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers 

after t e ureau of t e Assem ly determines t e situation.
( e ealed on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)
6. Application for annulment
ARTICLE 85- (As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121)
f t e arliamentary immunity of a de uty as een lifted 

or if t e loss of mem ers i  as een decided according to 
t e rst, t ird or fourt  aragra s of Article 4, t e de uty in 
uestion or anot er de uty may, it in se en days from t e 

date of t e decision of t e Plenary, a eal to t e onstitutional 
ourt, for t e decision to e annulled on t e grounds t at it is 

contrary to t e onstitution, la  or t e ules of Procedure. e 
onstitutional ourt s all ma e t e nal decision on t e a eal 
it in fteen days.

7. Salaries and travel allowances
ARTICLE 86- (As amended on No em er 21, 2 1; Act 

No. 4 2 ) alaries, tra el allo ances and retirement rocedures 
of t e mem ers of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all 

e regulated y la . e mont ly amount of t e salary s all 
not e ceed t e salary of t e most senior ci il ser ant; t e tra el 
allo ance s all not sur ass alf of t at salary. e mem ers of 
t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey and retired mem ers 
are af liated it  t e Pension und of t e ur is  e u lic, and 
t e af liation of t ose ose mem ers i  a e e ired continue 
u on t eir re uest.
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(As amended on No em er 21, 2 1; Act No. 4 2 ) 
e salaries and allo ances to e aid to t e mem ers of t e 

rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all not necessitate t e 
termination of ensions and similar ayments entitled y t e 
Pension und of t e ur is  e u lic.

A ma imum of t ree mont s  salaries and tra el allo ances 
may e aid in ad ance.

II. Duties and powers of the Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey

A. General
ARTICLE 87- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 

4 9, and on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 , and on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; 
Act No. 1) e duties and o ers of t e rand National 
Assem ly of ur ey are to enact, amend, and re eal la s; to 
de ate and ado t t e udget ills and nal accounts ills; to decide 
to issue currency and declare ar; to a ro e t e rati cation of 
international treaties, to decide it  t e ma ority of t ree ft s 
of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey to roclaim amnesty 
and ardon; and to e ercise t e o ers and carry out t e duties 
en isaged in t e ot er articles of t e onstitution.

B. Introduction and deliberation of bills 
ARTICLE 88- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) e uties are em o ered to introduce ills.
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e 

rocedure and rinci les regarding t e deli eration of ills in 
t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all e regulated y 
t e ules of Procedure.
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C. Promulgation of laws by the President of the Republic 
ARTICLE 89- e President of t e e u lic s all 

romulgate t e la s ado ted y t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey it in fteen days. 

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e 
President of t e e u lic s all send t e la s t at e deems, in 

ole or in art, unsuita le for romulgation, along it  t e 
usti cation, ac  to t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 

for reconsideration in t e same eriod. n case of eing artially 
deemed unsuita le y t e President of t e e u lic, t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey may discuss only t ose articles. 

udget la s s all not e su ect to t is ro ision. 
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) f t e 

rand National Assem ly of ur ey ado ts t e la  sent ac  
for reconsideration it out any amendment it  a solute 
ma ority, t e la  s all e romulgated y t e President of t e 

e u lic; if t e Assem ly ma es a ne  amendment to t e la , 
t e President of t e e u lic may send t e amended la  ac  
for reconsideration. 

Pro isions relating to constitutional amendments are reser ed.
D. Rati cation of international treaties
ARTICLE 90- e rati cation of treaties concluded it  

foreign states and international organisations on e alf of t e 
e u lic of ur ey s all e su ect to ado tion y t e rand 

National Assem ly of ur ey y a la  a ro ing t e rati cation.
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Agreements regulating economic, commercial or tec nical 
relations, and co ering a eriod of no more t an one year, may 
e ut into effect t roug  romulgation, ro ided t ey do not 

entail any nancial commitment y t e tate, and ro ided t ey 
do not interfere it  t e status of indi iduals or it  t e ro erty 
rig ts of ur s a road. n suc  cases, t ese agreements s all e 
roug t to t e no ledge of t e rand National Assem ly of 
ur ey it in t o mont s of t eir romulgation.

m lementation agreements ased on an international 
treaty, and economic, commercial, tec nical, or administrati e 
agreements, ic  are concluded de ending on t e aut ori ation 
as stated in t e la , s all not re uire a ro al of t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey. o e er, economic, commercial 
agreements or agreements relating to t e rig ts of indi iduals 
concluded under t e ro ision of t is aragra  s all not e ut 
into effect unless romulgated.

Agreements resulting in amendments to ur is  la s s all 
e su ect to t e ro isions of t e rst aragra .

nternational agreements duly ut into effect a e t e force 
of la . No a eal to t e onstitutional ourt s all e made 

it  regard to t ese agreements, on t e grounds t at t ey are 
unconstitutional. ( entence added on ay , 2 4; Act No. 
51 ) n t e case of a con ict et een international agreements, 
duly ut into effect, concerning fundamental rig ts and freedoms 
and t e la s due to differences in ro isions on t e same matter, 
t e ro isions of international agreements s all re ail.
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E. Authorization to issue decrees having the force of law 
ARTICLE 91- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
F. Declaration of state of war and authorization to deploy 

the armed forces
ARTICLE 92- e o er to aut ori e t e declaration of a 

state of ar in cases deemed legitimate y international la  and 
e ce t ere re uired y international treaties to ic  ur ey 
is a arty or y t e rules of international courtesy to send t e 

ur is  Armed orces to foreign countries and to allo  foreign 
armed forces to e stationed in ur ey, is ested in t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey.

f t e country is su ected to sudden armed aggression, 
ile t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey is ad ourned or 

in recess, and it t us ecomes im erati e to decide immediately 
on t e use of t e armed forces, t e President of t e e u lic can 
decide on t e use of t e ur is  Armed orces.

III. Provisions relating to the activities of the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey 

A. Convening and recess 
ARTICLE 93- (As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 

4121) e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all con ene of 
its o n accord on t e rst day of cto er eac  year.

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e Assem ly 
may e in recess for a ma imum of t ree mont s in a legislati e 
year; during ad ournment or recess it may e summoned y t e 
President of t e e u lic.
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e ea er of t e Assem ly may also summon t e 
Assem ly eit er on is o n initiati e or at t e ritten re uest of 
one ft  of t e mem ers.

e rand National Assem ly of ur ey con ened during 
an ad ournment or recess s all not ad ourn or go into recess 
again efore a ing gi en riority consideration to t e matter 
re uiring t e summons.

B. Bureau of the Assembly
ARTICLE 94- e ureau of t e Assem ly of t e rand 

National Assem ly of ur ey s all e com osed of t e ea er, 
ices ea ers, secretaries, and uaestors elected from among 

mem ers of t e Assem ly.
e ureau of t e Assem ly s all e so com osed as to 

ensure ro ortionate re resentation to t e num er of mem ers 
of eac  olitical arty grou  in t e Assem ly. Political arty 
grou s s all not nominate candidates for t e f ce of t e 

ea er.
(As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) o 

elections to t e ureau of t e rand National Assem ly of 
ur ey s all e eld in one legislati e term. e term of of ce 

of t ose elected in t e rst round is t o years and t e term of 
of ce of t ose elected in t e second round s all continue until 
t e end of t at legislati e term.

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9) e 
candidates from among t e mem ers of t e Assem ly for t e 

f ce of t e ea er of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
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s all e announced, it in e days of t e con ening of t e 
Assem ly, to t e ureau of t e Assem ly. lection of t e ea er 
s all e eld y secret allot. n t e rst t o allots, a t o t irds 
ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers, and in t e t ird allot 
an a solute ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers is re uired. 
f an a solute ma ority cannot e o tained in t e t ird allot, 

a fourt  allot s all e eld et een t e t o candidates o 
a e recei ed t e ig est num er of otes in t e t ird allot; t e 

mem er o recei es t e greatest num er of otes in t e fourt  
allot s all e elected as ea er. e election of t e ea er 

s all e com leted it in e days after t e e iry of t e eriod 
for t e nomination of candidates.

e uorum re uired for election, t e num er of allots 
and its rocedure, t e num er of ice s ea ers, secretaries and 

uaestors, s all e determined y t e ules of Procedure.
e ea er and ice s ea ers of t e rand National 

Assem ly of ur ey cannot artici ate, it in or outside t e 
Assem ly, in t e acti ities of t e olitical arty or arty grou  in 

ic  t ey are a mem er; nor in arliamentary de ates, e ce t 
in cases re uired y t eir functions; t e ea er and t e ice
s ea er o is residing o er t e session s all not ote.

C. Rules of Procedure, political party groups and 
security affairs

ARTICLE 95- e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
s all carry out its acti ities in accordance it  t e ro isions of 
t e ules of Procedure dra n u  y itself.
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e ro isions of t e ules of Procedure s all e dra n u  
in suc  a ay as to ensure t e artici ation of eac  olitical arty 
grou  in all t e acti ities of t e Assem ly in ro ortion to its 
num er of mem ers. Political arty grou s s all e constituted 
only if t ey a e at least t enty mem ers.

All security and administrati e ser ices of t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey regarding all uildings, 
installations, anne es and lands s all e organised and directed 
y t e f ce of t e ea er of t e Assem ly. uf cient forces 

to ensure security and ot er suc  ser ices s all e allocated 
to t e f ce of t e ea er of t e Assem ly y t e rele ant 
aut orities.

D. Quorums and majority for decisions 
ARTICLE 96- (As amended on cto er 21, 2 ; Act No. 

5 ) e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all con ene 
it  at least one t ird of t e total num er of mem ers for all its 

affairs, including elections it olds.  nless ot er ise sti ulated 
in t e onstitution, t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
s all ta e decisions y an a solute ma ority of t ose resent; 
o e er, t e ma ority for decision can, under no circumstances, 
e less t an one lus a uarter of t e total num er of mem ers. 

( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
E. Publicity and publication of debates
ARTICLE 97- e ates eld in t e Plenary of t e rand 

National Assem ly of ur ey s all e u lic and s all e 
u lis ed er atim in t e Journal of inutes.
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e rand National Assem ly of ur ey may old closed 
sittings in accordance it  t e ro isions of t e ules of 
Procedure; t e u lication of de ates of suc  sittings s all e 
su ect to t e decision of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey.

Pu lic de ates in t e Assem ly may e freely u lis ed 
t roug  all means, unless a decision to t e contrary is ado ted 
y t e Assem ly u on a ro osal of t e ureau.

IV. Ways of obtaining information and supervision by 
the Grand National Assembly of Turkey11 

ARTICLE 98- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) 
e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all e ercise 

its o ers of o taining information and su er ision y means 
of arliamentary in uiry, general de ate, arliamentary 
in estigation and ritten uestion. 

A arliamentary in uiry is an e amination conducted to 
o tain information on a s eci c su ect. 

A general de ate is t e consideration of a s eci c su ect 
relating to t e community and t e acti ities of t e tate at t e 
Plenary of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey. 

A arliamentary in estigation is an in estigation made 
under t e aragra s ,  and  of t e Article 1  concerning 
t e de uties of t e President of t e e u lic and t e ministers.

A ritten uestion is a uestion as ed y de uties to t e 
de uties of t e President of t e e u lic or ministers in a ritten 
form, ic  is to e ans ered no later t an fteen days.
                                         
11 The other headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as A  eneral  was 
remo ed by si th Article o  Act o  6771 dated April 16, 2 17  
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e form of resentation, content, and sco e of t e motions 
concerning arliamentary in uiry, general de ate and ritten 
uestion and t e rocedures for ans ering, de ating and 

in uiring t em, s all e regulated y t e ules of Procedure.
B. Censure
ARTICLE 99- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
C. Parliamentary investigation 
ARTICLE 100- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)

CHAPTER TWO
The Executive Power

I. President of the Republic
A. Candidacy and election12 
ARTICLE 101- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)

e President of t e e u lic s all e elected directly y t e 
u lic from among ur is  citi ens o er forty years of age o 

are eligi le to e a de uty and a e com leted ig er education.
e President of t e e u lic s term of of ce s all e e 

years. A erson may e elected as t e President of t e e u lic 
for t o terms at most.

e President of t e e u lic may e nominated y olitical 
arty grou s, olitical arties ic  recei ed at least e 
ercent of alid otes on t eir o n or collecti ely in t e latest 
arliamentary elections or at least one undred t ousand oters.

                                         
12 The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as A  uali cations and 
impartiality  was amended by the se enth Article o  Act o  6771 dated April 16, 2 17
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e President elect s mem ers i  of t e rand National 
Assem ly of ur ey s all cease.

n residential elections conducted y uni ersal suffrage, t e 
candidate o recei es t e a solute ma ority of t e alid otes 
s all e elected President of t e e u lic. f a solute ma ority 
cannot e o tained in t e rst allot, t e second allot s all e 
eld on t e second unday follo ing t is allot. o candidates 

o recei ed t e greatest num er of otes in t e rst allot run 
for t e second allot, and t e candidate o recei es ma ority of 
alid otes s all e elected President of t e e u lic.

f one of t e candidates o gains t e rig t to run for t e 
second allot is una le to artici ate in t e election for any 
reason, t e second allot s all e conducted y su stituting 
t e acant candidacy in conformity it  t e ran ing in t e 

rst allot. f only one candidate remains for t e second allot, 
t is allot s all e conducted as a referendum. f t e candidate 
recei es t e ma ority of t e alid otes, e s e s all e elected 
President of t e e u lic. f t at candidate fails to recei e t e 
ma ority of t e alid otes in t e election, only t e residential 
election s all e rene ed.

f t e residential election is not com leted, t e term of 
of ce of t e incum ent President of t e e u lic s all continue 
until t e President elect assumes t e of ce.

e ot er rocedures and rinci les concerning t e 
residential elections s all e regulated y la .

CDL-REF(2024)029 Opinion No. 1196/2024



79

B. Election
ARTICLE 102- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
C. Oath-taking
ARTICLE 103- n assuming of ce, t e President of t e 

e u lic s all ta e t e follo ing oat  efore t e rand National 
Assem ly of ur ey

n my ca acity as President of t e e u lic,  s ear u on 
my onour and integrity efore t e reat ur is  Nation and 

efore istory to safeguard t e e istence and inde endence 
of t e state, t e indi isi le integrity of t e country and t e 
nation, and t e a solute so ereignty of t e nation, to a ide y 
t e onstitution, t e rule of la , democracy, t e rinci les and 
reforms of Atat r , and t e rinci les of t e secular re u lic, 
not to de iate from t e ideal according to ic  e eryone is 
entitled to en oy uman rig ts and fundamental freedoms under 
conditions of national eace and ros erity and in a s irit of 
national solidarity and ustice, and do my utmost to reser e 
and e alt t e glory and onour of t e e u lic of ur ey and 
erform it out ias t e functions t at  a e assumed.

D. Duties and powers 
ARTICLE 104- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) e President of t e e u lic is t e ead of t e tate. e 

e ecuti e o er s all e ested in t e President of t e e u lic.
e President of t e e u lic, in is er ca acity as t e ead 

of tate, s all re resent t e e u lic of ur ey and t e unity of 
t e ur is  Nation; e s e s all ensure t e im lementation of 
t e onstitution, and orderly and armonious functioning of t e 
organs of t e tate.
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e s e s all deli er t e o ening s eec  of t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey on t e rst day of t e legislati e 
year, if e s e deems it necessary.

e s e s all gi e message to t e Assem ly regarding 
domestic and foreign olicies of t e country.

e s e s all romulgate la s.
e s e s all send la s ac  to t e rand National Assem ly 

of ur ey to e reconsidered.
e s e s all a eal to t e onstitutional ourt for t e 

annulment of all or certain ro isions of la s and t e ules of 
Procedure of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey on t e 
grounds t at t ey are unconstitutional in form or in content.

e s e s all a oint and dismiss t e de uties of t e 
President of t e e u lic and t e ministers.

e s e s all a oint and dismiss t e ig  ran ing e ecuti es, 
and s all regulate t e rocedure and rinci les go erning t e 
a ointment t ereof y residential decree.

e s e s all accredit re resentati es of t e e u lic of 
ur ey to foreign states and s all recei e t e re resentati es of 

foreign states a ointed to t e e u lic of ur ey.
e s e s all ratify and romulgate international treaties.
e s e s all su mit la s regarding amendment to t e 

onstitution to referendum, if e s e deems it necessary. 
e s e s all determine national security olicies and ta e 

necessary measures. 
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e s e s all re resent t e f ce of ommander in ief 
of t e ur is  Armed orces on e alf of t e rand National 
Assem ly of ur ey.

e s e s all decide on t e use of t e ur is  Armed orces.
e s e s all commute or remit t e sentences im osed on 

ersons, on grounds of c ronic illness, disa ility or old age.
e President of t e e u lic may issue residential decrees 

on t e matters regarding e ecuti e o er. e fundamental 
rig ts, indi idual rig ts and duties included in t e rst and 
second c a ters and t e olitical rig ts and duties listed in t e 
fourt  c a ter of t e second art of t e onstitution s all not e 
regulated y a residential decree. No residential decree s all 
e issued on t e matters ic  are sti ulated in t e onstitution 

to e regulated e clusi ely y la .  No residential decree 
s all e issued on t e matters e licitly regulated y la . n 
t e case of a discre ancy et een ro isions of t e residential 
decrees and t e la s, t e ro isions of t e la s s all re ail.  
A residential decree s all ecome null and oid if t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey enacts a la  on t e same matter.

e resident of t e e u lic may issue y la s in order 
to ensure t e im lementation of la s, ro ided t at t ey are not 
contrary t ereto.

ecrees and y la s s all come into effect on t e date of 
u lication in t e f cial a ette, unless a later effecti e date 

is determined.
e President of t e e u lic s all also e ercise o ers of 

election and a ointment, and erform t e ot er duties conferred 
on im er y t e onstitution and la s.
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E. Criminal liability of the President of the Republic13 
ARTICLE 105- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) 
A solute ma ority of t e rand National Assem ly of 

ur ey may ta le a motion re uesting t at t e President of t e 
e u lic e in estigated on allegations of a crime. e rand 

National Assem ly of ur ey s all de ate t e motion in one 
mont  at t e latest and may decide to launc  an in estigation 

it  t ree ft s of t e total num er of its mem ers y secret 
allot.

f an in estigation is decided to e launc ed, it s all e 
conducted y a committee of fteen mem ers, c osen y lot, 
for eac  olitical arty in t e Assem ly, se arately from among 
t ree times t e candidates nominated for eac  seat reser ed to 
arty grou s in ro ortion to t eir strengt . e committee s all 

su mit its re ort on t e conclusion of t e in estigation to t e 
f ce of t e ea er it in t o mont s. f t e in estigation is 

not com leted it in t e time allotted, t e committee s all e 
granted a furt er and nal eriod of one mont .

e re ort s all e distri uted it in ten days from t e date 
of its su mission to t e f ce of t e ea er, and it s all e 
de ated in t e Plenary it in ten days follo ing its distri ution. 

e rand National Assem ly of ur ey may decide to refer 
t e re ort to t e u reme riminal ri unal it  t o t irds of 
t e total num er of its mem ers y secret allot. e trial of 
                                         
13 The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as  residential accountability 
and non accountability  was amended by the ninth Article o  Act o  6771 dated 
April 16, 2 17
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t e u reme riminal ri unal s all e com leted it in t ree 
mont s, if not com leted it in t is eriod, an additional eriod 
of t ree mont s s all e granted for once only, and t e trial s all 

e nali ed it in t e time allotted.
e President of t e e u lic o is under an in estigation 

cannot decide to old an election.
e mandate of t e President of t e e u lic o is 

con icted y t e u reme riminal ri unal of a crime t at 
re ents from eing elected s all end.

e ro isions of t is article s all also a ly after t e 
termination of t e term of of ce of t e President of t e e u lic 
to t e crimes alleged to a e een committed during t e term of 
is er of ce.

F. Deputies of the President of the Republic, acting for 
the President of the Republic and ministers14 

ARTICLE 106- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
e President of t e e u lic may a oint one or more 

de uties after eing elected.
f t e residential of ce ecomes acant for any reason, 

t e residential election s all e eld it in forty e days. 
e e uty President of t e e u lic of ur ey s all act as 

and e ercise t e o ers of t e President of t e e u lic until 
t e ne t President of t e e u lic is elected. f one year or 
less remains for t e general election, t e election for t e rand 
                                         
14 The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as  Actin  or the resident o  
the epublic  was amended by the tenth Article o  Act o  6771 dated April 16, 2 17
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National Assem ly of ur ey s all e rene ed toget er it  
t e residential election. f more t an one year remains for t e 
general election, t e President of t e e u lic of ur ey s all 
continue to ser e until t e election date of t e rand National 
Assem ly of ur ey. is eriod s all not e counted of t e 
residential term it  res ect to t e President of t e e u lic 

o com leted t e remaining eriod. ot  elections s all e 
eld toget er on t e date of t e general elections of t e rand 

National Assem ly of ur ey.
n cases ere t e President of t e e u lic is tem orarily 

a sent from is er duties on account of illness or tra elling 
a road, t e de uty resident acts as t e President of t e e u lic 
and e ercises is er o ers.

e de uties of t e President of t e e u lic and t e 
ministers s all e a ointed from among t ose o are eligi le 
to e a de uty and remo ed from of ce y t e President of t e 

e u lic. e de uties of t e President of t e e u lic and 
t e ministers s all ta e oat  efore t e ur is  rand National 
Assem ly as stated in t e Article 1. f a mem er of t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey is a ointed as a de uty resident 
or minister, e s e s all lose is er mem ers i .

e de uties of t e President of t e e u lic and t e 
ministers are accounta le to t e President of t e e u lic. 
A solute ma ority of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
may ta le a motion re uesting t at t e e uties of President 
of t e e u lic and ministers e in estigated on allegations of 
er etration of a crime regarding t eir duties. e Assem ly 
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s all de ate t e motion it in one mont  at t e latest and may 
decide to launc  an in estigation it  t ree ft  ma ority of t e 
total num er of its mem ers y secret allot.

f an in estigation is decided to e launc ed, it s all e 
conducted y a committee of fteen mem ers, c osen y lot, 
for eac  olitical arty in t e Assem ly, se arately from among 
t ree times t e candidates nominated for eac  seat reser ed to 
arty grou s in ro ortion to t eir strengt . e committee s all 

su mit its re ort on t e conclusion of t e in estigation to t e 
f ce of t e ea er it in t o mont s. f t e in estigation is 

not com leted it in t e time allotted, t e committee s all e 
granted a furt er and nal eriod of one mont .

e re ort s all e distri uted it in ten days from t e date 
of its su mission to t e f ce of t e ea er, and it s all e 
de ated in t e Plenary it in ten days follo ing its distri ution. 

e rand National Assem ly of ur ey may decide to refer 
t e re ort to t e u reme riminal ri unal it  t o t irds of 
t e total num er of its mem ers y secret allot. e trial of 
t e u reme riminal ri unal s all e com leted it in t ree 
mont s, if not com leted it in t is eriod, an additional eriod 
of t ree mont s s all e granted for once only, and t e trial s all 

e nali ed it in t e time allotted.
e ro isions of t e aragra s ,  and  s all also 

a ly after t e termination of t eir duties it  res ect to t e 
crimes alleged to a e een committed regarding t eir duties 
during t eir term of of ce.
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e de uties of t e President of t e e u lic or ministers 
o are con icted of a crime y t e u reme riminal ri unal 

for a crime t at re ents t em from eing elected s all lose t eir 
mandate.

e de uties of t e President of t e e u lic and t e 
ministers s all en oy legislati e immunity regarding t e offenses 
not related to t eir duties.

e esta lis ment, a olition, t e duties and o ers, t e 
organi ational structure of t e ministries, and t e esta lis ment 
of t eir central and ro incial organi ations s all e regulated 
y t e residential decree.

G. General Secretariat of the President of the Republic 
ARTICLE 107- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
H. State Supervisory Council 
ARTICLE 108- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act         

No. 1) e tate u er isory ouncil ic  s all e 
attac ed to t e f ce of t e Presidency of t e e u lic, it  
t e ur ose of ensuring t e la fulness, regular and ef cient 
functioning and im ro ement of administration, conduct all 
administrati e in estigations, in uiries, in estigations and 
ins ections of all u lic odies and organi ations, all enter rises 
in ic  t ose u lic odies and organi ations s are more t an 
alf of t e ca ital, u lic rofessional organi ations, em loyers  

associations and la our unions at all le els, and u lic elfare 
associations and foundations, u on t e re uest of t e President 
of t e e u lic. 
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(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e udicial 
organs are outside t e urisdiction of t e tate u er isory ouncil. 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e 
air erson and t e mem ers of t e tate u er isory ouncil 

s all e a ointed y t e President of t e e u lic. 
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e 

functioning of t e tate u er isory ouncil, t e term of of ce 
of its mem ers, and ot er ersonnel matters relating to t eir 
status s all e regulated y residential decree.

II. Council of Ministers
A. Formation 
ARTICLE 109- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
B. Taking of ce and vote of con dence 
ARTICLE 110- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
C. Vote of con dence while in of ce 
ARTICLE 111- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
D. Functions and political responsibilities 
ARTICLE 112- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
E. The formation of ministries, and ministers 
ARTICLE 113- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
F. Provisional Council of Ministers during elections 
ARTICLE 114- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
G. Regulations 
ARTICLE 115- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
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H. Renewal of election of the Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey and the presidential election15 

ARTICLE 116- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1)

e rand National Assem ly of ur ey may decide to 
rene  t e elections y t ree ft  ma ority of t e total num er 
of its mem ers. n t is case, t e general election of t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey and t e residential election s all 

e eld toget er.

f t e President of t e e u lic decides to rene  t e 
elections, t e general election of t e ur is  rand National 
Assem ly and t e residential election s all e eld toget er.

f t e Assem ly decides to rene  t e elections during t e 
second term of t e President of t e e u lic, e s e may once 
again e a candidate.

e o ers and duties of t e Assem ly and t e President 
of t e e u lic ose elections are decided to e rene ed 
toget er, s all continue until t e election of t e ne  Assem ly 
and President of t e e u lic.

e term of of ce of t e Assem ly and t e President of t e 
e u lic t us elected s all also e e years.

                                         
1  The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as  enewal o  elections to the 

rand ational Assembly o  Tur ey by the resident o  the epublic  was amended 
by the ele enth Article o  Act o  6771 dated April 16, 2 17

CDL-REF(2024)029 Opinion No. 1196/2024



89

I. National defence
1. Of ces of Commander-in-Chief and Chief of the 

General Staff 
ARTICLE 117- e f ce of ommander in ief is 

inse ara le from t e s iritual e istence of t e rand National 
Assem ly of ur ey and is re resented y t e President of t e 

e u lic.  
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e 

President of t e e u lic s all e res onsi le to t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey for national security and for t e 
re aration of t e armed forces for t e defence of t e country. 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) A ointed 
y t e President of t e e u lic, e ief of t e eneral 
taff is t e commander of t e armed forces and in time of ar, 

e ercises t e duties of ommander in ief on e alf of t e 
President of t e e u lic

( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
2. National Security Council
ARTICLE 118- (As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act 

No. 4 9, A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e National ecurity 
ouncil s all e com osed of t e de uties of t e President of 

t e e u lic, ministers of Justice, National efence, nternal 
Affairs, and oreign Affairs, t e ief of t e eneral taff, 
t e commanders of t e and, Na al and Air orces under t e 
c air ersons i  of t e President of t e e u lic.
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e ending on t e articulars of t e agenda, t e ministers 
and ot er ersons concerned may e in ited to and eard at t e 
meetings of t e ouncil.

(As amended on cto er 3, 2 1; Act No. 4 9, A ril 
1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e National ecurity ouncil s all 
su mit to t e President of t e e u lic t e ad isory decisions 
ta en it  regard to t e formulation, determination, and 
im lementation of t e national security olicy of t e tate and 
its ie s on ensuring t e necessary coordination. e President 
of t e e u lic s all e aluate decisions of t e National ecurity 

ouncil concerning t e measures t at it deems necessary for 
t e reser ation of t e e istence and inde endence of t e tate, 
t e integrity and indi isi ility of t e country, and t e eace and 
security of society.

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e agenda 
of t e National ecurity ouncil s all e dra n u  y t e 
President of t e e u lic ta ing into account t e ro osals of 
t e de uties of t e President of t e e u lic and t e ief of 
t e eneral taff. 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) n t e 
a sence of t e President of t e e u lic, t e National ecurity 

ouncil s all con ene under t e c air ersons i  of t e de uty 
of t e President of t e e u lic. 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e 
organi ation and duties of t e eneral ecretariat of t e National 

ecurity ouncil s all e regulated y residential decree.

CDL-REF(2024)029 Opinion No. 1196/2024



91

III. Administration of State of Emergency16 
ARTICLE 119- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
n t e e ent of ar, t e emergence of a situation necessitating 

ar, mo ili ation, an u rising, strong re ellious actions against 
t e mot erland and t e e u lic, ides read acts of iolence 
of internal or e ternal origin t reatening t e indi isi ility of 
t e country and t e nation, emergence of ides read acts of 
iolence aimed at t e destruction of t e onstitutional order 

or of fundamental rig ts and freedoms, serious deterioration of 
u lic order ecause of acts of iolence, occurence of natural 

disasters, out rea  of dangerous e idemic diseases or emergence 
of a serious economic crisis; t e President of t e e u lic may 
declare state of emergency in one region or nation ide for a 
eriod not e ceeding si  mont s.

e decision to declare state of emergency s all e 
u lis ed in t e f cial a ette on t e date of t e decision and 

s all e su mitted for a ro al to t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey on t e same day.

f t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey is in recess, it 
s all e immediately summoned; e Assem ly may reduce or 
e tend t e eriod of, or lift, t e state of emergency.

                                         
16 The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as 1  eclaration o  state o  
emer ency because o  natural disaster or serious economic crisis  was amended 
and the other headin s, which were stipulated as  traordinary administration 
procedures  and A  tates o  emer ency  were remo ed by the twel th Article o  Act 

o  6771 dated April 16, 2 17
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e rand National Assem ly of ur ey may e tend t e 
eriod for a ma imum of four mont s eac  time at t e re uest of 

t e President of t e e u lic.  n t e e ent of ar, four mont  
limit s all not a ly.

e nancial, material and la our o ligations to e im osed 
on citi ens, t e manner of restriction and tem orary sus ension 
of fundamental rig ts and freedoms in line it  t e rinci les of 
t e Article 15, and t e ro isions to e a lied and actions to e 
carried out in t e e ent of state of emergency s all e regulated 
y la .

n t e e ent of state of emergency, t e President of t e 
e u lic may issue residential decrees on matters necessitated 
y t e state of emergency, not it standing t e limitations set fort  

in t e second sentence of t e se enteent  aragra  of t e Article 
1 4. uc  decrees ic  a e t e force of la  s all e u lis ed 
in t e f cial a ette, and s all e su mitted for a ro al to t e 

rand National Assem ly of ur ey on t e same day.
ce t in t e case of ina ility of t e rand National Assem ly 

of ur ey to con ene due to ar or force ma eure e ents, 
residential decrees issued during t e state of emergency s all e 

de ated and decided in t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
it in t ree mont s. t er ise residential decrees issued during 

t e state of emergency s all e annulled automatically.
2. Declaration of state of emergency because of widespread 

acts of violence and serious deterioration of public order
ARTICLE 120- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
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3. Rules regarding the states of emergency
ARTICLE 121- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
B. Martial law, mobilization and state of war
ARTICLE 122- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
IV. Administration
A. Fundamentals of the administration
1. Integrity of the administration and public legal personality
ARTICLE 123- e administration is a ole it  its 

formation and functions, and s all e regulated y la .
e organi ation and functions of t e administration are 

ased on t e rinci les of centrali ation and decentrali ation.
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) Pu lic 

cor orate odies s all e esta lis ed only y la , or y 
residential decree.

2. By-laws 
ARTICLE 124- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) e President of t e e u lic, t e ministries, and u lic 

cor orate odies may issue y la s in order to ensure t e 
im lementation of la s and residential decrees relating to t eir 
urisdiction, as long as t ey are not contrary to t ese la s and 

decrees.
e la  s all designate ic  y la s are to e u lis ed 

in t e f cial a ette.
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B. Judicial review

ARTICLE 125- ecourse to udicial re ie  s all e a aila le 
against all actions and acts of administration. ( entences added 
on August 13, 1999; Act No. 444 ) n concession, conditions 
and contracts concerning u lic ser ices and national or 
international ar itration may e suggested to settle t e dis utes 
arising from t em. nly t ose dis utes in ol ing an element of 
foreignness may e su mitted to international ar itration.

( entence added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) (As 
amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)  ecourse to udicial 
re ie  s all e a aila le against all decisions ta en y t e 

u reme ilitary ouncil regarding e ulsion from t e armed 
forces e ce t acts regarding romotion and retiring due to lac  
of tenure.

ime limit to le a la suit against an administrati e act 
egins from t e date of ritten noti cation of t e act.

(As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) Judicial 
o er is limited to t e re ie  of t e legality of administrati e 

actions and acts, and in no case may it e used as a re ie  of 
e ediency. No udicial ruling s all e assed ic  restricts t e 
e ercise of t e e ecuti e function in accordance it  t e forms 
and rinci les rescri ed y la , ic  as t e uality of an 
administrati e action and act, or ic  remo es discretionary 
o ers.
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A usti ed decision regarding t e sus ension of e ecution of 
an administrati e act may e issued, s ould its im lementation 
result in damages ic  are dif cult or im ossi le to com ensate 
for and, at t e same time, t e act ould e clearly unla ful.

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e la  may 
restrict t e issuing of an order on sus ension of e ecution of an 
administrati e act in cases of state of emergency, mo ili ation 
and state of ar, or on t e grounds of national security, u lic 
order and u lic ealt .

e administration s all e lia le to com ensate for 
damages resulting from its actions and acts.

C. Establishment of the administration
1. Central administration
ARTICLE 126- n terms of central administrati e structure, 

ur ey is di ided into ro inces on t e asis of geogra ical 
situation, economic conditions, and u lic ser ice re uirements; 
ro inces are furt er di ided into lo er le els of administrati e 

districts.
e administration of t e ro inces is ased on t e rinci le 

of de olution of o ers.
entral administrati e organi ations com rising se eral 

ro inces may e esta lis ed to ensure ef ciency and 
coordination of u lic ser ices. e functions and o ers of 
t ese organi ations s all e regulated y la .
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2. Local administrations
ARTICLE 127- ocal administrations are u lic cor orate 

odies esta lis ed to meet t e common local needs of t e 
in a itants of ro inces, munici al districts and illages, ose 
rinci les of constitution and decision ma ing organs elected y 

t e electorate are determined y la .
e formation, duties and o ers of t e local administrations 

s all e regulated y la  in accordance it  t e rinci le of 
local administration.

(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121) e elections 
for local administrations s all e eld e ery e years in 
accordance it  t e rinci les set fort  in Article . ( entence 
re ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) ecial administrati e 
arrangements may e introduced y la  for larger ur an centres.

oss of status and o ections regarding t e ac uisition of 
t e status of elected organs of local administrations s all e 
decided y udiciary. o e er, as a ro isional measure until 
t e nal court udgment, t e inister of nternal Affairs may 
remo e from f ce t ose organs of local administration or t eir 
mem ers against om an in estigation or rosecution as een 
initiated on grounds of offences related to t eir duties.

e central administration as t e o er of administrati e 
tutelage o er t e local administrations in t e frame or  of 

rinci les and rocedures set fort  y la  it  t e o ecti e of 
ensuring t e functioning of local ser ices in conformity it  t e 
rinci le of t e integrity of t e administration, securing uniform 
u lic ser ice, safeguarding t e u lic interest and meeting 

local needs ro erly.
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(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e formation 
of local administrati e odies into a union it  t e ermission 
of t e President of t e e u lic for t e ur ose of erforming 
s eci c u lic ser ices; and t e functions, o ers, nancial and 
security arrangements of t ese unions, and t eir reci rocal ties 
and relations it  t e central administration, s all e regulated 
y la . ese administrati e odies s all e allocated nancial 

resources in ro ortion to t eir functions.
D. Provisions relating to public servants
1. General principles
ARTICLE 128- e fundamental and ermanent functions 

re uired y t e u lic ser ices t at t e tate, state economic 
enter rises and ot er u lic cor orate odies assigned to erform 
in accordance it  rinci les of general administration, s all e 
carried out y u lic ser ants and ot er u lic em loyees.

e uali cations, a ointments, duties and o ers, rig ts 
and res onsi ilities, salaries and allo ances of u lic ser ants 
and ot er u lic of cials, and ot er matters related to t eir 
status s all e regulated y la . ( entence added y e tem er 
12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) o e er, ro isions on collecti e 
agreement concerning nancial and social rig ts are reser ed.

e rocedure and rinci les go erning t e training of ig  
ran  administrators s all e s ecially regulated y la .

2. Duties and responsibilities, and guarantees in 
disciplinary proceedings

ARTICLE 129- Pu lic ser ants and ot er u lic of cials are 
o liged to carry out t eir duties it  loyalty to t e onstitution 
and t e la s.
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Pu lic ser ants, ot er u lic of cials and mem ers of 
u lic rofessional organi ations or t eir ig er odies s all not 
e su ected to disci linary enalties it out eing granted t e 

rig t of defence.
(As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 

isci linary decisions s all not e e em t from udicial re ie .
Pro isions concerning t e mem ers of t e armed forces, 

udges and rosecutors are reser ed.
om ensation suits concerning damages arising from 

faults committed y u lic ser ants and ot er u lic of cials 
in t e e ercise of t eir duties s all e led only against t e 
administration in accordance it  t e rocedure and conditions 
rescri ed y la , as long as t e com ensation is recoursed to 

t em.
Prosecution of u lic ser ants and ot er u lic of cials for 

alleged offences s all e su ect, e ce t in cases rescri ed y 
la , to t e ermission of t e administrati e aut ority designated 
y la .

E. Institutions of higher education and their higher bodies
1. Institutions of higher education
ARTICLE 130- or t e ur ose of training man o er to 

meet t e needs of t e nation and t e country under a system 
of contem orary education rinci les, uni ersities com rising 
se eral units and a ing scienti c autonomy and u lic legal 
ersonality s all e esta lis ed y t e tate and y la , to 

educate at different le els ased on secondary education, to 
conduct researc , to issue u lications, to act as consultants, and 
to ser e t e country and umanity.
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nstitutions of ig er education may e esta lis ed, under 
t e su er ision and control of t e tate, y foundations in 
accordance it  t e rocedures and rinci les set fort  in t e 
la  as long as t ey do not ursue ro t.

e la  s all ro ide for a alanced geogra ical 
distri ution of uni ersities t roug out t e country.

ni ersities, mem ers of t e teac ing staff and t eir 
assistants may freely engage in all inds of scienti c researc  
and u lication. o e er, t is s all not include t e li erty to 
engage in acti ities against t e e istence and inde endence of 
t e tate, and against t e integrity and indi isi ility of t e nation 
and t e country.

ni ersities and units attac ed to t em are under t e 
su er ision and ins ection of t e tate and t eir security is 
ensured y t e tate.

ni ersity residents s all e elected and a ointed y 
t e President of t e e u lic, and faculty deans y t e ouncil 
of ig er ducation, in accordance it  t e rocedures and 
ro isions of t e la .

e administrati e and su er isory organs of t e uni ersities 
and t e teac ing staff may not for any reason atsoe er e 
remo ed from t eir of ce y aut orities ot er t an t ose of t e 
com etent organs of t e uni ersities or y t e ouncil of ig er 

ducation.
(As amended on cto er 29, 2 5; Act No. 542 ) e 

udgets dra n u  y uni ersities, after eing e amined and 
a ro ed y t e ouncil of ig er ducation s all e su mitted 
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to t e inistry of National ducation, and s all e ut into 
effect and su er ised in conformity it  t e rinci les a lied 
to central go ernment udget.

e esta lis ment of institutions of ig er education, t eir 
organs, t eir functioning and elections, t eir duties, aut orities 
and res onsi ilities, t e rocedures to e follo ed y t e state in 
t e e ercise of t e rig t to su er ise and ins ect t e uni ersities, 
t e duties of t e teac ing staff, t eir titles, a ointments, 
romotions and retirement, t e training of t e teac ing staff, t e 

relations of t e uni ersities and t e teac ing staff it  u lic 
institutions and ot er organi ations, t e le el and duration of 
education, admission of students into institutions of ig er 
education, attendance re uirements and fees, rinci les relating 
to assistance to e ro ided y t e tate, disci linary and 
enalty matters, nancial affairs, ersonnel rig ts, rules to e 

a ided y t e teac ing staff, t e assignment of t e teac ing staff 
in accordance it  inter uni ersity re uirements, t e ursuance 
of training and education in freedom and under guarantee and in 
accordance it  t e re uirements of contem orary science and 
tec nology, and t e use of nancial resources ro ided y t e 

tate to t e ouncil of ig er ducation and t e uni ersities, 
s all e regulated y la .

nstitutions of ig er education esta lis ed y foundations 
s all e su ect to t e ro isions set fort  in t e onstitution 
for institutions of ig er education esta lis ed y t e tate, as 
regards t e academic acti ities, recruitment of teac ing staff and 
security, e ce t for nancial and administrati e matters.
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2. Superior bodies of higher education
ARTICLE 131- e ouncil of ig er ducation s all 

e esta lis ed to lan, organi e, administer, and su er ise 
education ro ided y institutions of ig er education, to 

rient teac ing acti ities, education and scienti c researc , to 
ensure t e esta lis ment and de elo ment of t ese institutions 
in conformity it  t e o ecti es and rinci les set fort  y 
la , to ensure t e effecti e use of t e resources allotted to t e 
uni ersities, and to lan for t e training of t e teac ing staff.

(As amended on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 , A ril 1 , 2 1 ; 
Act No. 1) e ouncil of ig er ducation is com osed 
of mem ers a ointed y t e President of t e e u lic from 
among candidates o are nominated y uni ersities, and 
in accordance it  t e num ers, uali cations and election 
rocedures rescri ed y la , riority eing gi en to t ose 

o a e ser ed successfully as faculty mem ers or uni ersity 
residents, and of mem ers directly a ointed y t e President 

of t e e u lic.
e organi ation, functions, aut ority, res onsi ilities and 

o erating rinci les of t e ouncil s all e regulated y la .
3. Institutions of higher education subject to special 

provisions
ARTICLE 132- nstitutions of ig er education attac ed to 

t e ur is  Armed orces and to t e national olice organi ation 
are su ect to t e ro isions of t eir res ecti e s ecial la s.
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F. Radio and Television Supreme Council, institutions of 
radio and television, and public af liated news agencies17 

ARTICLE 133- (As amended on July , 1993; Act No. 
3913) adio and tele ision stations s all e esta lis ed and 
o erated freely in conformity it  rules to e determined y la . 

(Paragra  added on June 21, 2 5; Act No. 53 ) e adio 
and ele ision u reme ouncil, esta lis ed for t e ur ose of 
regulation and su er ision of radio and tele ision acti ities, is 
com osed of nine mem ers. e mem ers are elected, on t e 

asis of num er of mem ers allocated to eac  olitical arty 
grou , y t e Plenary of t e rand National Assem ly of 

ur ey from among t e candidates, t ice t e num er of ic  
is nominated y olitical arty grou s in ro ortion to t eir 
num er of mem ers. e formation, duties and o ers of t e 

adio and ele ision u reme ouncil, and uali cations, 
election rocedures and term of of ce of its mem ers s all e 
regulated y la .

e uni ue radio and tele ision institution esta lis ed y 
t e tate as a u lic cor orate ody and t e ne s agencies ic  
recei e aid from u lic cor orate odies s all e autonomous 
and t eir roadcasts s all e im artial.

G. The Atatürk High Institution of Culture, Language 
and History

ARTICLE 134- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) e Atat r  ig  nstitution of ulture, anguage and 

History  s all e esta lis ed as a u lic cor orate ody, under 
                                         
17 The phrase The adio and Tele ision upreme Council  was added by the rst 
Article o  Act o  37  dated une 21, 2
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t e moral aegis of Atat r , under t e su er ision of and it  t e 
su ort of t e President of t e e u lic, attac ed to t e minister 
designated y t e President of t e e u lic, and com osed of 
t e Atat r  esearc  entre, t e ur is  anguage nstitution, 
t e ur is  History nstitution and t e Atat r  ulture entre, 
in order to conduct scienti c researc , to roduce u lications 
and to disseminate information on t e t oug t, rinci les and 
reforms of Atat r , ur is  culture, ur is  istory and t e 

ur is  language.
e nancial interests e ueat ed y Atat r  in is ill to 

t e ur is  anguage nstitution and ur is  History nstitution 
are reser ed and s all e allocated to t em accordingly. 

e esta lis ment, organs, o erating rocedures and 
ersonnel matters of t e Atat r  Hig  nstitution of ulture, 
anguage and History, and its aut ority o er t e institutions 
it in it, s all e regulated y la .

H. Professional organizations having the characteristics 
of public institutions 

ARTICLE 135- Professional organi ations a ing t e 
c aracteristics of u lic institutions and t eir ig er odies are 

u lic cor orate odies esta lis ed y la , it  t e o ecti es 
of meeting t e common needs of t e mem ers of a gi en 
rofession, to facilitate t eir rofessional acti ities, to ensure 

t e de elo ment of t e rofession in ee ing it  common 
interests, to safeguard rofessional disci line and et ics in order 
to ensure integrity and trust in relations among its mem ers and 
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it  t e u lic; t eir organs s all e elected y secret allot y 
t eir mem ers in accordance it  t e rocedure set fort  in t e 
la , and under udicial su er ision.

Persons em loyed in rinci al and ermanent ositions 
in u lic institutions, or in state economic enter rises s all 
not e re uired to ecome mem ers of u lic rofessional 
organi ations.

(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121) ese 
Professional organi ations s all not engage in acti ities outside 
t e aims for ic  t ey are esta lis ed.

(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121) Political 
arties s all not nominate candidates in elections for t e organs 

and ig er odies of t ese rofessional organi ations.
(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121) e rules 

concerning t e administrati e and nancial su er ision of t ese 
rofessional organi ations y t e tate s all e rescri ed y 

la .
(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121) e 

res onsi le organs of rofessional organi ations ic  engage 
in acti ities eyond t eir o ecti es s all e dissol ed y court 
decision at t e re uest of t e aut ority designated y la  or t e 

u lic rosecutor, and ne  organs s all e elected in t eir lace.
(As amended on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121) Ho e er, 

ere it is re uired for and delay constitutes a re udice to 
national security, u lic order, re ention of commission or 
continuation of a crime, or an arrest, an aut ority may e ested 
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it  o er y la  to sus end t e rofessional organi ations 
and t eir ig er odies from acti ity. e decision of t is 
aut ority s all e su mitted for t e a ro al of t e udge 
a ing urisdiction it in t enty four ours. e udge s all 

announce is er decision it in forty eig t ours; ot er ise, 
t is administrati e decision s all e annulled automatically. 

I. Presidency of Religious Affairs
ARTICLE 136- e Presidency of eligious Affairs, ic  

is it in t e general administration, s all e ercise its duties 
rescri ed in its articular la , in accordance it  t e rinci les 

of secularism, remo ed from all olitical ie s and ideas, and 
aiming at national solidarity and integrity.

J. Unlawful order
ARTICLE 137- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) f a erson em loyed in any osition or status in u lic 

ser ices nds an order gi en y is er su erior to e contrary 
to t e ro isions of y la s, residential decree, la s, or t e 

onstitution, e s e s all not carry it out, and s all inform t e 
erson gi ing t e order of t is inconsistency. Ho e er, if is
er su erior insists on t e order and rene s it in riting, is
er order s all e e ecuted; in t is case t e erson e ecuting t e 

order s all not e eld res onsi le.
An order ic  in itself constitutes an offence s all under 

no circumstances e e ecuted; t e erson o e ecutes suc  an 
order s all not e ade res onsi ility.

ce tions designated y la  relating to t e e ecution 
of military duties and t e rotection of u lic order or u lic 
security in urgent situations are reser ed.
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CHAPTER THREE
Judicial Power

I. General provisions
A. Independence of the courts
ARTICLE 138- Judges s all e inde endent in t e disc arge 

of t eir duties; t ey s all gi e udgment in accordance it  t e 
onstitution, la s, and t eir ersonal con iction conforming to 

t e la .
No organ, aut ority, of ce or indi idual may gi e orders 

or instructions to courts or udges relating to t e e ercise of 
udicial o er, send t em circulars, or ma e recommendations 

or suggestions.
No uestions s all e as ed, de ates eld, or statements 

made in t e egislati e Assem ly relating to t e e ercise of 
udicial o er concerning a case under trial.

egislati e and e ecuti e organs and t e administration s all 
com ly it  court decisions; t ese organs and t e administration 
s all neit er alter t em in any res ect, nor delay t eir e ecution. 

B. Security of tenure of judges and public prosecutors
ARTICLE 139- Judges and u lic rosecutors s all not e 

dismissed, or unless t ey re uest, s all not e retired efore t e 
age rescri ed y t e onstitution; nor s all t ey e de ri ed of 
t eir salaries, allo ances or ot er rig ts relating to t eir status, 
e en as a result of t e a olition of a court or a ost.
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ce tions indicated in la  relating to t ose con icted 
for an offence re uiring dismissal from t e rofession, t ose 

o are de nitely esta lis ed as una le to erform t eir duties 
ecause of ill ealt , or t ose determined as unsuita le to remain 

in t e rofession, are reser ed.
C. Judges and public prosecutors
ARTICLE 140- Judges and u lic rosecutors s all ser e 

as udges and u lic rosecutors of ci il and administrati e 
udiciary. ese duties s all e carried out y rofessional 
udges and u lic rosecutors.

Judges s all disc arge t eir duties in accordance it  t e 
rinci les of t e inde endence of t e courts and t e security of 

t e tenure of udges.
e uali cations, a ointment, rig ts and duties, 

salaries and allo ances of udges and u lic rosecutors, t eir 
romotion, tem orary or ermanent c ange in t eir osts or 
lace of duties, t e initiation of disci linary roceedings against 

t em and t e im osition of disci linary enalties, t e conduct 
of in estigation concerning t em and t e su se uent decision to 
rosecute t em on account of offences committed in connection 
it , or in t e course of, t eir duties, t e con iction for offences 

or instances of incom etence re uiring t eir dismissal from t e 
rofession, t eir in ser ice training, and ot er matters relating 

to t eir ersonnel status s all e regulated y la  in accordance 
it  t e rinci les of t e inde endence of t e courts and t e 

security of tenure of udges.
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Judges and u lic rosecutors s all ser e until t ey are o er 
t e age of si ty e. e mandatory retirement age, romotion 
and retirement of military udges s all e rescri ed y la . 

Judges and u lic rosecutors s all not assume any of cial 
or ri ate occu ation ot er t an t ose rescri ed y la .

Judges and u lic rosecutors s all e attac ed to t e 
inistry of Justice it  res ect to t eir administrati e functions.

ose udges and u lic rosecutors or ing in 
administrati e osts of udicial ser ices s all e su ect to 
t e same ro isions as ot er udges and u lic rosecutors. 

eir categories and grades s all e determined according to 
t e rinci les a lying to udges and u lic rosecutors, and 
t ey s all en oy all t e rig ts accorded to udges and u lic 
rosecutors.

D. Publicity of hearings and the necessity of justi cation 
for verdicts

ARTICLE 141- ourt earings s all e o en to t e u lic. 
t may e decided to conduct all or a art of a earing in a closed 

session, ut only in cases ere a solutely necessitated y 
u lic morals or u lic security.

ecial ro isions regarding t e trial of minors s all e laid 
do n in t e la .

e decisions of all courts s all e ritten it  a usti cation.
t is t e duty of t e udiciary to conclude trials as uic ly as 

ossi le and at minimum cost.
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E. Formation of courts
ARTICLE 142- e formation, duties and o ers, functioning 

and trial rocedures of t e courts s all e regulated y la .
(Paragra  added on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) 

No military courts s all e esta lis ed ot er t an military 
disci linary courts. Ho e er, in state of ar, military courts 

a ing t e urisdiction to try offences committed y military 
ersonnel in relation to t eir duties may e esta lis ed.

F. State Security Courts
ARTICLE 143- ( e ealed on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 )
G. Supervision of judicial services18 
ARTICLE 144- (As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act 

No. 59 2)
u er ision of udicial ser ices and u lic rosecutors 

it  regard to t eir administrati e duties s all e carried out 
y t e inistry of Justice t roug  udiciary ins ectors and 

internal auditors o are from t e rofession of udge and 
u lic rosecutor, and in uiry, ins ection and in estigation 
roceedings t roug  udiciary ins ectors. elating rocedures 

and rinci les s all e regulated y la .
H. Military justice
ARTICLE 145- (As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act 

No. 59 2) ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
                                         
18 The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as  uper ision o  ud es 
and ublic rosecutors , was amended by ourteenth Article o  Act o  982 dated 

eptember 12, 2 1
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II. Higher courts
A. Constitutional Court
1. Formation
ARTICLE 146- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) e onstitutional ourt s all e com osed of fteen 

mem ers.
e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all elect, y 

secret allot, t o mem ers from among t ree candidates to e 
nominated y and from among t e resident and mem ers of t e 

ourt of Accounts, for eac  acant osition, and one mem er 
from among t ree candidates nominated y t e eads of t e 

ar associations from among self em loyed la yers. n t is 
election to e eld in t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey, 
for eac  acant osition, t o t irds ma ority of t e total num er 
of mem ers s all e re uired for t e rst allot, and a solute 
ma ority of total num er of mem ers s all e re uired for t e 
second allot. f an a solute ma ority cannot e o tained in 
t e second allot, a t ird allot s all e eld et een t e t o 
candidates o a e recei ed t e greatest num er of otes in 
t e second allot; t e mem er o recei es t e greatest num er 
of otes in t e t ird allot s all e elected.

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)  e 
President of t e e u lic s all a oint t ree mem ers from 
Hig  ourt of A eals, t o mem ers from ouncil of tate 
from among t ree candidates to e nominated, for eac  acant 
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osition, y t eir res ecti e general assem lies, from among 
t eir residents and mem ers; t ree mem ers, at least t o of 

om eing la  graduates, from among t ree candidates to e 
nominated for eac  acant osition y t e ouncil of Hig er 

ducation from among mem ers of t e teac ing staff o are 
not mem ers of t e ouncil, in t e elds of la , economics 
and olitical sciences; four mem ers from among ig  le el 
e ecuti es, self em loyed la yers, rst category udges and 

u lic rosecutors or ra orteurs of t e onstitutional ourt 
a ing ser ed as ra orteur at least e years.

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) n t e 
elections to e eld in t e res ecti e general assem lies of t e 
Hig  ourt of A eals, ouncil of tate, t e ourt of Accounts 
and t e ouncil of Hig er ducation for nominating candidates 
for mem ers i  of t e onstitutional ourt, t ree ersons 
o taining t e greatest num er of otes s all e considered to 
e nominated for eac  acant osition. n t e elections to e 
eld for t e t ree candidates nominated y t e eads of ar 

associations from among self em loyed la yers, t ree ersons 
o taining t e greatest num er of otes s all e considered to e 
nominated.19 
                                         
19 The phrase  one member shall ote or only one candidate   ollowin  the 
phrase or each acant position  in the rst sentence o  this para raph be ore the 
amendments made by si teenth Article o  Act o  6771, and the phrase each head o  
bar shall ote or only one candidate, and  ollowin  the phrase in the election to 
be held  in the second sentence o  the same para raph were annulled by the decision 
o  the Constitutional Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  2 1 87 
O cial a ette numbered 276 9 o  Au ust 1, 2 1
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o ualify for a ointments as mem ers of t e onstitutional 
ourt, mem ers of t e teac ing staff s all e re uired to ossess 

t e title of rofessor or associate rofessor; la yers s all e 
re uired to a e racticed as a la yer for at least t enty years; 
ig  le el e ecuti es s all e re uired to a e com leted ig er 

education and to a e or ed for at least t enty years in u lic 
ser ice, and rst category udges and u lic rosecutors it  at 
least t enty years of or  e erience including t eir eriod of 
candidacy, ro ided t at t ey all s all e o er t e age of forty e.

e onstitutional ourt s all elect a resident and t o 
de uty residents from among its mem ers for a term of four 
years y secret allot and y an a solute ma ority of t e total 
num er of its mem ers. ose ose term of of ce ends may 
e re elected.

e mem ers of t e onstitutional ourt s all not assume ot er 
of cial and ri ate duties, a art from t eir fundamental duties.

2. Term of of ce of the members and termination of 
membership20 

ARTICLE 147- (As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; 
Act No.59 2) e mem ers of t e onstitutional ourt s all 
e elected for a term of t el e years. A mem er s all not e 

re elected. e mem ers of t e onstitutional ourt s all retire 
en t ey are o er t e age of si ty e. e a ointment of t e 

mem ers to anot er of ce ose term of of ce e ires rior to 
t eir mandatory age of retirement and matters regarding t eir 
ersonnel status s all e laid do n in la . 

                                        
2  The headin  o  this Article, which was stipulated as 2  Termination o  membership , 
was amended by the se enteenth Article o  Act o  982 dated eptember 12, 2 1
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em ers i  in t e onstitutional ourt s all terminate 
automatically if a mem er is con icted of an offence re uiring 
is er dismissal from t e udicial rofession, and y a decision 

of an a solute ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers of t e 
onstitutional ourt if it is de nitely esta lis ed t at e s e is 

una le to erform is er duties on account of ill ealt .
3. Functions and powers
ARTICLE 148- (As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; 

Act No. 59 2, and on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e 
onstitutional ourt s all e amine t e constitutionality, in 

res ect of ot  form and su stance, of la s, residential decrees 
and t e ules of Procedure of t e rand National Assem ly of 

ur ey, and decide on indi idual a lications. onstitutional 
amendments s all e e amined and eri ed only it  regard to 
t eir form. Ho e er, residential decrees issued during a state 
of emergency or in time of ar s all not e roug t efore t e 

onstitutional ourt alleging t eir unconstitutionality as to form 
or su stance. 

e eri cation of la s as to form s all e restricted to 
consideration of et er t e re uisite ma ority as o tained 
in t e last allot; t e eri cation of constitutional amendments 
s all e restricted to consideration of et er t e re uisite 
ma orities ere o tained for t e ro osal and in t e allot, and 

et er t e ro i ition on de ates under e edited rocedure 
as o ser ed. eri cation as to form may e re uested y t e 

President of t e e u lic or y one ft  of t e mem ers of t e 
rand National Assem ly of ur ey. A lications for annulment 
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on t e grounds of defect in form s all not e made after ten days 
a e ela sed from t e date of romulgation of t e la ; and it 

s all not e a ealed y ot er courts to t e onstitutional ourt 
on t e grounds of defect in form. 

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
eryone may a ly to t e onstitutional ourt on t e grounds 

t at one of t e fundamental rig ts and freedoms it in t e 
sco e of t e uro ean on ention on Human ig ts ic  
are guaranteed y t e onstitution as een iolated y u lic 
aut orities. n order to ma e an a lication, ordinary legal 
remedies must e e austed. 

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) n 
t e indi idual a lication, udicial re ie  s all not e made on 
matters re uired to e ta en into account during t e rocess of 
legal remedies. 

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
Procedures and rinci les concerning t e indi idual a lication 
s all e regulated y la . 

(As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2, and on 
A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e onstitutional ourt in its 
ca acity as t e u reme riminal ri unal s all try, for offences 
relating to t eir functions, t e President of t e e u lic, t e 

ea er of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey, t e de uties 
of t e President of t e e u lic, t e ministers, t e residents 
and mem ers of t e onstitutional ourt, Hig  ourt of A eals 
and ouncil of tate, t e c ief u lic rosecutors of Hig  ourt 
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of A eals and ouncil of tate, t e e uty ief Pu lic 
Prosecutor, t e resident and mem ers of ouncil of Judges and 
Prosecutors and ourt of Accounts.

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)  e ief of 

eneral taff, t e commanders of t e and, Na al and Air 
orces s all e tried as ell in t e u reme riminal ri unal 

for offences regarding t eir duties. 
e ief Pu lic Prosecutor of t e Hig  ourt of A eals 

or e uty ief Pu lic Prosecutor of t e Hig  ourt of A eals 
s all act as rosecutor in t e u reme riminal ri unal. 

(As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2) 
A lication for udicial re ie  may e made against t e 
decisions of t e u reme riminal ri unal. ecisions ta en y 
t e eneral Assem ly regarding t e a lication s all e nal. 

e onstitutional ourt s all also erform t e ot er duties 
gi en to it y t e onstitution.

4. Procedure of functioning and trial
ARTICLE 149- (As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act 

No. 59 2)
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e 

onstitutional ourt consists of t o sections and t e eneral 
Assem ly. e sections con ene under t e c air ersons i  of 
t e de uty resident it  t e artici ation of four mem ers. 

e eneral Assem ly s all con ene it  t e artici ation of 
at least ten mem ers under t e c air ersons i  of t e President 
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of t e onstitutional ourt or a de uty resident designated y 
t e President. e sections and t e eneral Assem ly s all ta e 
decisions y a solute ma ority. ommittees may e esta lis ed 
to e amine t e admissi ility of t e indi idual a lications.

e eneral Assem ly s all ear t e cases and a lications 
concerning olitical arties, actions for annulment and 
o ection, and trials ere t e onstitutional ourt acts as t e 

u reme riminal ri unal; t e sections s all ta e t e decision 
on indi idual a lications.

Annulment of constitutional amendments, dissolution of 
olitical arties, or t eir de ri ation from state aid, s all e 

decided it  a t o t irds ma ority of mem ers attending t e 
meeting.

A lications for annulment on t e grounds of defect in form 
s all e e amined and decided it  riority y t e onstitutional 

ourt.
e formation of t e onstitutional ourt, trial rocedures 

of t e eneral Assem ly and t e sections, disci linary matters 
of t e President, t e de uty residents, and mem ers s all 
e regulated y la ; rinci les of functioning of t e ourt, 

formation of t e sections and committees, and t e di ision of 
la our s all e set out y t e internal regulations to e dra n u  
y t e ourt.

e onstitutional ourt s all e amine cases it out 
olding a earing, e ce t ere it acts as t e u reme riminal 
ri unal. Nonet eless, it may e decided to old a earing for 
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indi idual a lications. en it deems necessary, t e ourt 
may also call on t ose concerned and t ose a ing no ledge 
rele ant to t e case, to ear t eir oral e lanations, and in 
la suits on dissolution of a olitical arty, t e ourt s all ear 
t e defence of t e c air erson of t e olitical arty or of a ro y 
a ointed y t e c air erson, after earing t e ief Pu lic 
Prosecutor of t e Hig  ourt of A eals.

5. Annulment action 
ARTICLE 150- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act 

No. 1) e President of t e e u lic, t e t o olitical 
arty grou s a ing t e largest num er of mem ers in t e 
rand National Assem ly of ur ey, and at least one ft  of 

t e total num er of mem ers of t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey s all a e t e rig t to a ly for annulment action 
directly to t e onstitutional ourt, ased on t e assertion of 
t e unconstitutionality, in form and in su stance, of la s, of 
residential decrees, of ules of Procedure of t e rand National 

Assem ly of ur ey or of certain articles or ro isions t ereof. 
( entence re ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1).

6. Time limit for annulment action 
ARTICLE 151- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act 

No. 1) e rig t to a ly for annulment directly to t e 
onstitutional ourt s all la se si ty days after u lication in 

t e f cial a ette of t e contested la , residential decree, or 
t e ules of Procedure.
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7. Claim of unconstitutionality before other courts 
ARTICLE 152- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 
1) f a court earing a case nds t at t e la  or t e residential 

decree to e a lied is unconstitutional, or if con inced of t e 
seriousness of a claim of unconstitutionality su mitted y one of 
t e arties, it s all ost one t e consideration of t e case until 
t e onstitutional ourt decides on t e issue. 

f t e trial court is not con inced of t e seriousness of t e 
claim of unconstitutionality, suc  a claim, toget er it  t e court 
udgment, s all e decided u on y t e com etent aut ority of 

a eal. 
e onstitutional ourt s all decide on t e matter and 

declare its udgment it in e mont s of recei ing t e 
contention. f no decision is reac ed it in t is eriod, t e 
trial court s all conclude t e case under legal ro isions in 
force. Ho e er, if t e trial court recei es t e decision of t e 

onstitutional ourt until t e udgment on t e merits of t e case 
is nal, t e trial court is o liged to com ly it  it.

No claim of unconstitutionality s all e made it  regard to 
t e same legal ro ision until ten years ela se after u lication 
in t e f cial a ette of t e decision of t e onstitutional ourt 
dismissing t e a lication on its merits.

8. Decisions of the Constitutional Court 
ARTICLE 153- e decisions of t e onstitutional ourt 

are nal. ecisions of annulment s all not e made u lic 
it out a ritten usti cation. 
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(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) n t e course 
of annulling t e ole, or a ro ision, of la s or residential 
decrees, t e onstitutional ourt s all not act as a la ma er and 
ass udgment leading to ne  im lementation. 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) a s, 
residential decrees, or t e ules of Procedure of t e rand 

National Assem ly of ur ey or ro isions t ereof, s all cease 
to a e effect from t e date of u lication in t e f cial a ette 
of t e annulment decision. ere necessary, t e onstitutional 

ourt may also decide on t e date on ic  t e annulment 
decision s all come into effect. at duration s all not e more 
t an one year from t e date of u lication of t e decision in t e 

f cial a ette.
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) n t e e ent 

of t e ost onement of t e date on ic  an annulment decision 
is to come into effect, t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
s all de ate and decide it  riority on t e ill, designed to ll 
t e legal oid arising from t e annulment decision. 

Annulment decisions cannot e a lied retroacti ely.
ecisions of t e onstitutional ourt s all e u lis ed 

immediately in t e f cial a ette, and s all e inding on t e 
legislati e, e ecuti e, and udicial organs, on t e administrati e 
aut orities, and on ersons and cor orate odies.

B. High Court of Appeals
ARTICLE 154- e Hig  ourt of A eals is t e last 

instance for re ie ing decisions and udgments gi en y ci il 
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courts t at are not referred y la  to ot er ci il udicial aut ority. 
t s all also e t e rst and last instance court for dealing it  

s eci c cases rescri ed y la .
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) em ers 

of t e Hig  ourt of A eals s all e a ointed y t e ouncil 
of Judges and Prosecutors from among rst category udges and 
u lic rosecutors of t e ci il udiciary, or t ose considered 

mem ers of t is rofession, y secret allot and y an a solute 
ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers.

e irst President, rst de uty residents and eads of 
de artments s all e elected y t e eneral Assem ly of t e 
Hig  ourt of A eals from among its o n mem ers, for a term 
of four years, y secret allot and y an a solute ma ority of t e 
total num er of mem ers; t ey may e re elected at t e end of 
t eir term of of ce.

e ief Pu lic Prosecutor and t e e uty ief Pu lic 
Prosecutor of t e Hig  ourt of A eals s all e a ointed 

y t e President of t e e u lic for a term of four years from 
among e candidates nominated for eac  of ce y t e eneral 
Assem ly of t e Hig  ourt of A eals from among its o n 
mem ers y secret allot. ey may e re elected at t e end of 
t eir term of of ce.

e organi ation and t e functioning of t e Hig  ourt of 
A eals, t e uali cations and rocedures of t e election of its 
resident, de uty residents, eads of de artments, mem ers, 

ief Pu lic Prosecutor and e uty ief Pu lic Prosecutor 
s all e regulated y la  in accordance it  t e rinci les of 
t e inde endence of courts and t e security of tenure of udges.
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C. Council of State
ARTICLE 155- e ouncil of tate is t e last instance 

for re ie ing decisions and udgments gi en y administrati e 
courts and not referred y la  to ot er administrati e courts. t 
s all also e t e rst and last instance for dealing it  s eci c 
cases rescri ed y la . 

(As amended on August 13, 1999; Act No. 444 ; on A ril 1 , 
2 1 ; Act No. 1) e ouncil of tate s all try administrati e 
cases, gi e its o inion it in t o mont s on t e conditions and 
t e contracts under ic  concessions are granted concerning 
u lic ser ices, settle administrati e dis utes, and disc arge 

ot er duties rescri ed y la . 
(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) ree

fourt s of t e mem ers of t e ouncil of tate s all e a ointed 
y t e ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors from among t e rst 

category administrati e udges and u lic rosecutors, or t ose 
considered to e of t is rofession; and t e remaining uarter y 
t e President of t e e u lic from among of cials meeting t e 
re uirements designated y la . 

e President, ief Pu lic Prosecutor, de uty residents, 
and eads of de artments of t e ouncil of tate s all e elected 

y t e eneral Assem ly of t e ouncil of tate from among its 
o n mem ers for a term of four years y secret allot and y an 
a solute ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers. ey may e 
re elected at t e end of t eir term of of ce. 
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e organi ation and functioning of t e ouncil of tate, t e 
uali cations and rocedures of election of its President, ief 

Pu lic Prosecutor, de uty residents, eads of de artments, 
and mem ers, s all e regulated y la  in accordance it  t e 
rinci les of s eci c nature of t e administrati e urisdiction, 

and of t e inde endence of t e courts and t e security of tenure 
of udges.

D. High Military Court of Appeals
ARTICLE 156- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
E. High Military Administrative Court
ARTICLE 157- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
F. Court of Jurisdictional Disputes
ARTICLE 158- (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act 

No. 1) e ourt of Jurisdictional is utes s all e 
em o ered to deli er nal udgments in dis utes et een ci il 
and administrati e courts concerning t eir urisdiction and 
udgments.

e organi ation of t e ourt of Jurisdictional is utes, t e 
uali cations and electoral rocedure of its mem ers, and its 

functioning s all e regulated y la . e of ce of resident 
of t is ourt s all e eld y a mem er delegated y t e 

onstitutional ourt from among its o n mem ers. 
ecisions of t e onstitutional ourt s all ta e recedence 

in urisdictional dis utes et een t e onstitutional ourt and 
ot er courts.
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III. Council of Judges and Prosecutors21 
ARTICLE 159- (As amended on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act 

No. 59 2, A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
 (As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) ouncil of 

Judges and Prosecutors s all e esta lis ed and s all e ercise its 
functions in accordance it  t e rinci les of t e inde endence 
of t e courts and t e security of t e tenure of udges. 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) ouncil of 
Judges and Prosecutors s all e com osed of t irteen mem ers; 
s all com rise t o c am ers.

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e President 
of t e ouncil is t e inister of Justice. e ndersecretary 
to t e inistry of Justice s all e an e of cio mem er of t e 

ouncil. ree mem ers of t e ouncil s all e a ointed 
among rst category ci il udges and u lic rosecutors not 
a ing lost t e uali cation to e reser ed in t e rst category 

and one mem er s all e a ointed among rst category 
administrati e udges and u lic rosecutors not a ing lost t e 

uali cation to e reser ed in t e rst category y t e President 
of t e e u lic; t ree mem ers s all e elected among t e 
mem ers of t e Hig  ourt of A eals; one mem er s all e 
elected among t e mem ers of t e ouncil of tate and t ree 
mem ers s all e elected among teac ing staff or ing in t e 

eld of la  at ig er education institutions and la yers, ose 
uali cations s eci ed in la  y t e rand National Assem ly 

of ur ey. Among t e mem ers elected from t e teac ing staff 
                                        
21 The phrase i h  was remo ed by the ourteenth Article o  Act o  6771 dated 
April 16, 2 17  
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and la yers, at least one mem er s all e a teac ing staff and one 
mem er s all e a la yer. e a lications for t e mem ers i  
of t e ouncil to e elected y t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey s all e made to t e f ce of t e ea er of t e 
Assem ly. e a lications s all e referred y t e f ce of 
t e ea er to t e Joint ommittee com osed of t e mem ers 
of t e ommittee on t e onstitution and t e ommittee on 
Justice. or eac  mem ers i , t e ommittee s all nominate 
t ree candidates it  a t o t ird ma ority of total num er of its 
mem ers. n case t e ommittee fails to conclude t e nomination 
of candidates in t e rst allot, a t ree ft  ma ority of total 
num er of its mem ers s all e re uired in t e second allot. f 
t e candidates cannot also e nominated in t e second allot, t e 

rocedure of nomination s all e concluded y lot et een t e 
t o candidates o recei ed t e ig est num er of otes for eac  
mem ers i . e rand National Assem ly s all old se arate 
elections y secret allot for eac  mem ers i  et een t e 
candidates nominated y t e ommittee. o t ird ma ority of 
total num er of t e mem ers s all e re uired in t e rst allot; in 
case t e election cannot e concluded t ree ft  ma ority of total 
num er of t e mem ers s all e re uired in t e second allot. n 
case t e mem er cannot also e elected in t e second allot, t e 
election of t e mem ers s all e concluded y lot et een t e 
t o candidates o recei ed t e ig est num er of otes.22 
                                        
22 The phrase economics and political sciences  ollowin  the phrase law,  
in the third sentence of this paragraph before the amendment made by fourteenth 
Article of Act o  6771, and the phrase high le el e ecuti es  following the 
phrase the teaching staff,  in the same sentence were annulled by the decision of the 
Constitutional Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  2 1 87 Of cial 

a ette numbered 276 9 of August 1, 2 1
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(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) em ers 
s all e elected for a term of four years. em ers may e once 
re elected at t e end of t eir term of of ce.

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) lection of 
mem ers to t e ouncil s all e eld it in t irty days efore 
t e mem ers  term of of ce e ires. f a acancy arises in t e 

ouncil efore elected mem ers  term of of ce e ires, ne  
mem ers s all e elected it in t irty days follo ing suc  
acancy.23 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e 
mem ers of t e ouncil ot er t an t e inister of Justice and t e 

ndersecretary to t e inistry of Justice s all not assume any 
of ce e ce t t ose s eci ed y la  or e a ointed or elected 
y t e ouncil to anot er of ce during t eir term of of ce.

e administration and re resentation of t e ouncil s all 
e carried out y t e President of t e ouncil. e President of 

t e ouncil s all not artici ate in t e or s of t e c am ers. 
e ouncil s all elect t e eads of c am ers from among its 

mem ers and one e uty President from among t e eads of 
c am ers. e President may delegate some of is er o ers 
to t e e uty President.

e ouncil s all conduct t e roceedings regarding t e 
admission to t e rofession of udges and u lic rosecutors 
of ci il and administrati e courts, a ointment, transferring to 
                                        
23 The phrase for only one candidate  following the phrase each udge and 
public prosecutor   before the amendments made by fourteenth Article of Act o  6771 
was annulled by the decision of the Constitutional Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered 

 2 1 49,  2 1 87 Of cial a ette numbered 276 9 of August 1, 2 1
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ot er osts, delegation of tem orary o ers, romotion, and 
eing reser ed to t e rst category, decisions concerning t ose 

ose continuation in t e rofession is found to e unsuita le, 
t e im osition of disci linary enalties and remo al from of ce; 
t e ouncil s all ta e nal decisions on ro osals of t e inistry 
of Justice concerning t e a olition of a court, or c anges in t e 
territorial urisdiction of a court; it s all also e ercise t e ot er 
functions gi en to it y t e onstitution and la s.

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) u er ising 
et er t e udges and u lic rosecutors erform t eir duties 

in accordance it  la s and ot er regulations (administrati e 
circulars, in t e case of udges); in estigating et er t ey a e 
committed offences in connection it , or in t e course of t eir 
duties, et er t eir e a iour and conduct are in conformity 

it  re uirement of t eir status and duties and if necessary, 
in uiries and in estigations concerning t em s all e assigned 
to t e ouncil s ins ectors, u on t e ro osal of t e related 
c am ers and it  t e ermission of t e President of t e ouncil 
of Judges and Prosecutors. e in uiries and in estigations may 
also e assigned to a udge or u lic rosecutor o is senior to 
t e udge or u lic rosecutor to e in estigated.

e decisions of t e ouncil, ot er t an dismissal from t e 
rofession, s all not e su ect to udicial re ie . 

A ecretariat eneral s all e esta lis ed under t e ouncil. 
e ecretary eneral s all e a ointed y t e President of t e 

ouncil from among t ree candidates ro osed y t e ouncil 
from among rst category udges and u lic rosecutors. e 
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ouncil s all e em o ered to a oint, it  t eir consent, t e 
ouncil s ins ectors, and udges and u lic rosecutors to e 

tem orarily or ermanently assigned to t e ouncil
e inister of Justice is em o ered to a oint udges, 

u lic rosecutors, udiciary ins ectors, and internal auditors 
a ing t e rofession of udges i  and rosecutors i , it  

t eir consent, to tem orary or ermanent functions in t e central, 
su ordinate or af liated institutions of t e inistry of Justice.

e election of t e mem ers of t e ouncil, formation of 
t e c am ers and t e di ision of la our et een c am ers, t e 
duties of t e ouncil and its c am ers, uorum for meetings 
and decisions, o erating rocedures and rinci les, o ections to 
e made against t e decisions and roceedings of t e c am ers 

and t e e amination rocedure for t ese o ections, and t e 
esta lis ment and t e duties of t e ecretariat eneral s all e 
laid do n in la .

IV. Court of Accounts
ARTICLE 160- (As amended on cto er 29, 2 5; Act 

No. 542 ) e ourt of Accounts s all e c arged it  auditing, 
on e alf of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey, e enues, 
e enditures, and assets of t e u lic administrations nanced y 
central go ernment udget and social security institutions, it  
ta ing nal decisions on t e accounts and acts of t e res onsi le 
of cials, and it  e ercising t e functions rescri ed in la s 
in matters of in uiry, auditing and udgment. ose concerned 
may le, only for once, a re uest for reconsideration of a nal 
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decision of t e ourt of Accounts it in fteen days of t e date 
of ritten noti cation of t e decision. No a lications for udicial 
re ie  of suc  decisions s all e led in administrati e courts.

n case of con ict et een t e decisions of t e ouncil 
of tate and t e ourt of Accounts, regarding ta es, similar 

nancial o ligations and duties, t e decision of ouncil of tate 
s all re ail. 

(Paragra  added on cto er 29, 2 5; Act No. 542 ) 
Auditing and nal decision on t e accounts and acts of local 
administrations s all e conducted y t e ourt of Accounts. 

e esta lis ment, functioning, auditing rocedures, 
uali cations, a ointments, duties and o ers, rig ts and 

o ligations and ot er ersonnel matters of t e mem ers and 
guarantees of t e President and t e mem ers of t e ourt s all 
e regulated y la .

(Paragra  re ealed on ay , 2 4; Act No. 51 )
PART FOUR

Financial and Economic Provisions
CHAPTER ONE

Financial Provisions
I. Budget
A. Budget and nal accounts24 
ARTICLE 161- (As amended on cto er 29, 2 5; Act 

No. 542 , A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
                                        
24 The heading of this Article, which was stipulated as A  reparation and 
implementation of the budget  was amended by the fteenth Article of Act o  6771 
dated April 16, 2 17
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e e enditure of t e tate and of u lic cor orations 
ot er t an state economic enter rises s all e determined y 
annual udgets.

e eginning of t e scal year and t e re aration, 
im lementation and control of t e central go ernment udget 
and t e s ecial eriods and rocedures for in estments as ell 
as or s and ser ices e ected to last more t an one year s all 
e regulated y la . No ro isions ot er t an t ose ertaining to 

t e udget s all e included in t e udget Act.
e President of t e e u lic s all su mit udget ill to t e 

rand National Assem ly of ur ey at least se enty e days 
efore t e eginning of t e scal year. e udget ill s all e 

de ated at t e ommittee on udget. e udget ill ado ted y 
t e ommittee it in fty e days s all t ereafter e de ated 
and ado ted y t e Plenary efore t e eginning of t e scal 
year.

f t e udget la  cannot e ut into force it in due eriod, 
t e ro isional udget la  s all e enacted. f t e ro isional 
udget la  cannot also e enacted, t e udget of t e re ious 

year s all e a lied increasingly as er t e re aluation rate 
until t e ne  udget la  is ado ted.

em ers of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey may 
e ress t eir o inions in t e Plenary on udgets of u lic 
administrations during t e de ates on eac  udget, ut s all 
not ma e ro osals t at entail an increase in e enditure or a 
decrease in re enue.
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udgets of t e u lic administrations and t e motions for 
amendments s all e read out and oted it out furt er de ate 
in t e Plenary.

e a ro riation granted y t e central go ernment udget 
s all indicate t e limit of e enditure allo ed. No ro ision 
s all e included in t e udget Act to t e effect t at t e limit of 
e enditure may e e ceeded y residential decree.

n motions of amendment entailing an increase in 
a ro riations under t e udget of t e current scal year and 
ills entailing nancial urden in t e udgets of t e current or 

follo ing scal year, t e nancial resources to meet t e stated 
e enditure s all e indicated.

entral go ernment nal accounts ills s all e su mitted 
to t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey y t e President of 
t e e u lic it in si  mont s of t e end of t e rele ant scal 
year. e ourt of Accounts s all su mit its statement of general 
conformity to t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey it in 
se enty e days of t e su mission of t e nal accounts ill to 

ic  it is related.
e su mission of t e nal accounts ills and t e statement 

of general conformity to t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
s all not reclude t e auditing and trial of t e accounts for t e 
rele ant scal year t at a e not een concluded y t e ourt of 
Accounts, and s all not mean t at a nal decision as een ta en 
on t ese accounts.

e nal accounts ill s all e de ated and ado ted toget er 
it  t e udget ill of t e ne  scal year.
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B. Debate on the budget 
ARTICLE 162- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
C. Principles governing budgetary amendments 
ARTICLE 163- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
D. Final accounts 
ARTICLE 164- ( e ealed on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1)
E. Scrutiny of state economic enterprises
ARTICLE 165- e rinci les go erning t e scrutiny of t e 

accounts of u lic institutions and artners i s ere more t an 
alf of t e ca ital directly or indirectly elongs to t e tate, y t e 
rand National Assem ly of ur ey, s all e regulated y la .

CHAPTER TWO
Economic Provisions

I. Planning; Economic and Social Council25

ARTICLE 166- Planning t e economic, social and cultural 
de elo ment, in articular t e ra id, alanced and armonious 
de elo ment of industry and agriculture t roug out t e country 
and t e ef cient use of national resources y ta ing in entory 
of and e aluating t em, and t e esta lis ment of t e necessary 
organi ation for t is ur ose are t e duties of t e tate. 

easures to increase national sa ings and roduction, to 
ensure sta ility in rices and alance in e ternal ayments, to 
romote in estment and em loyment s all e included in t e 

                                        
2  The phrase  conomic and ocial Council  was added by the twenty third Article of 
Act o  982 dated eptember 12, 2 1
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lan; in in estments, u lic interests and necessities s all e 
ta en into account and t e ef cient use of resources s all e 
ro osed. e elo ment acti ities s all e reali ed according to 

t is lan. 
e rocedure and rinci les go erning t e re aration 

of de elo ment lans, t eir a ro al y t e rand National 
Assem ly of ur ey, t eir im lementation and re ision, and t e 

re ention of amendments disru ting t e unity of t e lan s all 
e regulated y la .

(Paragra  added on e tem er 12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2; as 
amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) e conomic and 

ocial ouncil s all e esta lis ed to ro ide t e President of 
t e e u lic it  consultati e o inions in t e formulation of 
economic and social olicies. e esta lis ment and functioning 
of t e conomic and ocial ouncil s all e laid do n in la .

II. Supervision of markets and regulation of foreign trade 
ARTICLE 167- e tate s all ta e measures to ensure and 

romote t e sound and orderly functioning of t e mar ets for 
money, credit, ca ital, goods and ser ices; and s all re ent t e 
formation of mono olies and cartels in t e mar ets, emerged in 
ractice or y agreement. 

(As amended on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; Act No. 1) n order 
to regulate foreign trade for t e ene t of t e economy of t e 
country, President of t e e u lic may e em o ered y la  
to introduce additional nancial im ositions on im orts, e orts 
and ot er foreign trade transactions, e ce t ta es and similar 
im ositions, or to lift t em.
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III. Exploration and exploitation of natural resources
ARTICLE 168- Natural ealt  and resources s all e 

under t e aut ority and at t e dis osal of t e tate. e rig t 
to e lore and e loit t ese elongs to t e tate. e tate 
may delegate t is rig t to ersons or cor orate odies for a 
certain eriod. f t e natural ealt  and resources, t ose to e 
e lored and e loited y t e state in artners i  it  ersons 
or cor orate odies, and t ose to e directly e lored and 
e loited y ersons or cor orate odies s all e su ect to t e 
e licit ermission of t e la . e conditions to e o ser ed in 
suc  cases y ersons and cor orate odies, t e rocedure and 
rinci les go erning su er ision and control y t e tate, and 

t e sanctions to e a lied s all e rescri ed y la .
IV. Forests and the forest villagers
A. Protection and development of forests
ARTICLE 169- e tate s all enact t e necessary 

legislation and ta e t e measures re uired for t e rotection 
and e tension of forests. urnt forest areas s all e reafforested; 
ot er agricultural and stoc reeding acti ities s all not e 
allo ed in suc  areas. All forests s all e under t e care and 
su er ision of t e tate.

e o ners i  of state forests s all not e transferred. 
tate forests s all e managed and e loited y t e tate in 

accordance it  t e la . ners i  of t ese forests s all not e 
ac uired y rescri tion, nor s all ser itude ot er t an t at in 
t e u lic interest e im osed in res ect of suc  forests.
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Acts and actions t at mig t damage forests s all not e 
ermitted. No olitical ro aganda t at mig t lead to t e 

destruction of forests s all e made; no amnesties or ardons 
s eci cally for offences against forests s all e granted. 

ffences committed it  t e intention of urning or destroying 
forests or reducing forest areas s all not e included it in t e 
sco e of amnesties or ardons.

e reducing of forest areas s all e ro i ited, e ce t 
in res ect of areas ose reser ation as forests is considered 
scienti cally and tec nically useless ut con ersion into 
agricultural land as een found to e de nitely ad antageous, 
and in res ect of elds, ineyards, orc ards, oli e gro es or 
similar areas ic  tec nically and scienti cally ceased to e 
forest efore ecem er 31, 19 1 and ose use for agricultural 
or stoc reeding ur oses as een found ad antageous, and 
in res ect of uilt u  areas in t e icinity of cities, to ns or 
illages.

B. Protection of forest villagers

ARTICLE 170- easures s all e introduced y la  
to secure coo eration et een t e tate and t e in a itants 
of illages located in or near forests in t e su er ision and 
e loitation of forests for t e ur ose of ensuring conser ation 
of forests and t eir integrity, and im ro ing t e li ing conditions 
of t ese in a itants; t e la  s all also regulate t e e loitation 
of areas ic  tec nically and scienti cally ceased to e forests 
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efore ecem er 31, 19 1; t e identi cation of areas ose 
reser ation as forest is considered scienti cally and tec nically 

useless, t eir e clusion from forest oundaries and t eir 
im ro ement y t e tate for t e ur ose of settling all or some 
of t e in a itants of forest illages in t em, and t eir allocation 
to t ese illages.

e tate s all ta e measures to facilitate t e ac uisition of 
e ui ment and ot er in uts y t ese in a itants. 

e land o ned y illagers resettled outside a forest s all 
immediately e reafforested as a tate forest.

V. Developing cooperativism
ARTICLE 171- e tate s all ta e measures, in ee ing 

it  national economic interests, to ensure t e de elo ment of 
coo erati ism, ic  s all e rimarily aiming at increase in 

roduction and rotection of consumers. 
( e ealed on July 23, 1995; Act No. 4121)
VI. Protection of consumers, tradespeople and artisans
A. Protection of consumers
ARTICLE 172- e tate s all ta e measures to rotect 

and inform consumers; s all encourage t eir initiati es to 
rotect t emsel es.

B. Protection of tradespeople and artisans
ARTICLE 173- e tate s all ta e measures to rotect 

and su ort trades eo le and artisans.
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PART FIVE
Miscellaneous Provisions

I. Preservation of Reform Laws
ARTICLE 174- No ro ision of t e onstitution s all 

e construed or inter reted as rendering unconstitutional t e 
eform a s indicated elo , ic  aim to raise ur is  society 

a o e t e le el of contem orary ci ili ation and to safeguard 
t e secular c aracter of t e e u lic, and ose ro isions 

ere in force on t e date of t e ado tion of t e onstitution y 
referendum

1. Act No. 43  of arc  3, 134  (1924) on t e ni cation 
of t e ducational ystem,

2. Act No. 1 of No em er 25, 1341 (1925) on t e earing 
of Hats,

3. Act No.  of No em er 3 , 1341 (1925) on t e losure 
of er is  onasteries and om s, t e A olition of t e f ce 
of ee er of om s and t e A olition and Pro i ition of ertain 

itles,
4. e rinci le of ci il marriage according to ic  t e 

marriage act s all e concluded in t e resence of t e com etent 
of cial, ado ted it  t e ur is  i il ode No. 43 of e ruary 
1 , 192 , and Article 11  of t e ode,

5. Act No. 12  of ay 2 , 192  on t e Ado tion of 
nternational Numerals,

. Act No. 1353 of No em er 1, 192  on t e Ado tion and 
A lication of t e ur is  Al a et,
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. Act No. 259  of No em er 2 , 1934 on t e A olition of 
itles and A ellations suc  as fendi, ey or Pas a,

. Act No. 259  of ecem er 3, 1934 on t e Pro i ition of 
t e earing of ertain arments.

PART SIX
Provisional Articles

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 1- n t e duly roclamation 
of t e ado tion of t e onstitution as t e onstitution of t e 

e u lic of ur ey y referendum, t e air erson of t e 
ouncil of National ecurity and Head of tate at t e time of t e 

referendum, s all assume t e title of President of t e e u lic 
and s all e ercise t e constitutional functions and o ers of 
t e President of t e e u lic for a eriod of se en years. e 
oat  ta en as Head of tate on e tem er 1 , 19  s all remain 
alid. At t e end of t e eriod of se en years, t e election for t e 

Presidency of t e e u lic s all e eld in accordance it  t e 
ro isions set fort  in t e onstitution.

e President of t e e u lic s all also old t e 
c air ersons i  of t e ouncil of National ecurity formed on 

ecem er 12, 19 , under Act No. 235 , until t e con ening of 
t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey and t e formation of t e 

ureau follo ing t e rst general elections.
f t e Presidency of t e e u lic falls acant for any reason 

efore t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey con enes and 
assumes its functions at t e end of t e rst general elections, t e 
most senior mem er of t e National ecurity ouncil s all act 
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as President of t e e u lic and e ercise all is constitutional 
functions and o ers until t e rand National Assem ly of 

ur ey con enes and elects a ne  President of t e e u lic in 
accordance it  t e onstitution.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 2- e ouncil of National 
ecurity formed on ecem er 12, 19  under Act No. 235  

s all continue to e ercise its functions under Act No. 2324 on 
t e onstitutional rder and Act No. 24 5 on t e onstituent 
Assem ly until t e con ening of t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey and t e formation of t e ureau follo ing t e rst 
general elections eld under t e Political Parties Act and t e 

lections Act re ared in accordance it  t e onstitution.
After t e ado tion of t e onstitution, Article 3 of Act No. 

235  relating to t e rocedure for inning a seat on t e ouncil 
of National ecurity t at falls acant for any reason s all cease 
to a ly.

After t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey as con ened 
and assumed its functions, t e ouncil of National ecurity s all 
ecome t e Presidential ouncil for a eriod of si  years, and t e 

mem ers of t e ouncil of National ecurity s all ac uire t e 
title of mem ers of t e Presidential ouncil. e oat  t ey too  
on e tem er 1 , 19  as mem ers of t e ouncil of National 

ecurity s all remain alid. em ers of t e Presidential 
ouncil s all en oy t e rig ts and immunities conferred y t e 
onstitution on mem ers of t e rand National Assem ly of 
ur ey. e legal e istence of t e Presidential ouncil s all 

terminate on t e e iry of t e eriod of si  years.
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e functions of t e Presidential ouncil s all e as follo s
a) o e amine la s ado ted y t e rand National 

Assem ly of ur ey and su mitted to t e President of t e 
e u lic concerning  t e fundamental rig ts and freedoms and 

duties set fort  in t e onstitution, t e rinci le of secularism, 
t e reser ation of t e reforms of Atat r , national security and 
u lic order, t e ur is  adio and ele ision or oration, 

international treaties, t e sending of armed forces to foreign 
countries and t e admission of foreign forces in ur ey, 
emergency rule, martial la  and t e state of ar, and ot er la s 
deemed necessary y t e President of t e e u lic, it in t e 

rst ten days of t e eriod of fteen days granted to t e President 
of t e e u lic for is consideration;

) n t e re uest of t e President of t e e u lic and it in 
t e eriod s eci ed y im  

o consider and gi e an o inion on matters relating to 
t e rene al of general elections, t e e ercise of emergency 
rule and t e measures to e ta en during a state of emergency, 
t e management and su er ision of t e ur is  adio and 

ele ision or oration, t e training of t e yout  and t e conduct 
of religious affairs; 

c) According to t e re uest of t e President of t e e u lic, 
to consider and in estigate matters relating to internal or e ternal 
security and suc  ot er matters deemed necessary, and to su mit 
its ndings to t e President of t e e u lic.
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PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 3- n t e con ening of t e 
rand National Assem ly of ur ey and t e formation of t e 
ureau follo ing t e rst general elections eld in accordance 
it  t e onstitution

a) Act No. 2324 of cto er 2 , 19  on t e onstitutional 
Order,

) Act No. 235  of ecem er 12, 19  on t e ouncil of 
National ecurity,

c) Act No. 24 5 of June 29, 19 1 on t e onstituent 
Assem ly, 

s all cease to a e effect and t e legal e istence of t e 
ouncil of National ecurity and t e onsultati e Assem ly 

s all terminate.
PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 4- ( e ealed on e tem er , 

19 ; Act No. 33 1)
PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 5- On t e tent  day follo ing 

roclamation of t e results of t e rst general elections y t e 
u reme oard of lection, t e rand National Assem ly of 
ur ey s all con ene of its o n accord at t e uilding of t e 
rand National Assem ly of ur ey in An ara at 15.  ours. 
e eldest de uty s all reside t is session. At t is session, t e 

de uties s all ta e t eir oat s. 
PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 6- ntil t e rand National 

Assem ly of ur ey, formed in accordance it  t e onstitution, 
ado ts t e ules of Procedure, ic  s all go ern its sessions 
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and roceedings, t ose ro isions of t e ules of Procedure of 
t e National Assem ly t at ere in force efore e tem er 12, 
19 , and t at are not contrary to t e onstitution s all a ly.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 7- e resent ouncil of 
inisters s all continue in of ce until t e con ening of t e 
rand National Assem ly of ur ey and t e formation of t e 

ne  ouncil of inisters follo ing t e rst general elections.
PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 8- a s relating to t e 

formation, duties, o ers and functioning of t e ne  organs, 
institutions and agencies esta lis ed under t e onstitution 
and ot er la s ose introduction or amendment is ro ided 
for in t e onstitution, s all e enacted during t e eriod of 

onstituent Assem ly, starting from t e date of t e ado tion 
of t e onstitution; la s t at cannot e dealt it  during t is 

eriod s all e enacted it in t e year follo ing t e rst session 
of t e ne ly elected rand National Assem ly of ur ey.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 9- it in a eriod of si  
years follo ing t e formation of t e ureau of t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey, ic  is to con ene after t e rst 
general elections, t e President of t e e u lic may send ac  
to t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey any constitutional 
amendments. n t is case, t e re su mission of t e constitutional 
amendment in its unc anged form to t e President of t e 

e u lic y t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey is only 
ossi le it  a t ree fourt s ma ority of t e otes of t e total 

num er of mem ers.
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PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 10- ocal elections s all e 
eld it in a year of t e rst session of t e rand National 

Assem ly of ur ey.
PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 11- egular and su stitute 

mem ers of t e onstitutional ourt o ere in of ce on t e 
date of t e ado tion of t e onstitution y referendum s all 
continue to old of ce and e ercise t eir functions. e mem ers 

re iously elected y t e onstitutional ourt to s eci c of ces 
s all retain t e status t us ac uired.

No election s all e eld to ll t e acant seats of t e 
regular mem ers of t e onstitutional ourt until t e num er 
of t ese mem ers falls to ele en, nor s all an election e eld 
to ll t e acant seats of su stitute mem ers until t e total 
num er of regular and su stitute mem ers falls to fteen. ntil 
t e onstitutional ourt ada ts to t e ne  system, t e rinci les 
and order of recedence set fort  in t e onstitution s all e 
o ser ed in t e elections ic  are to e eld ecause t e 
num er of regular mem ers as fallen elo  ele en, or ecause 
t e total num er of regular and su stitute mem ers as fallen 
elo  fteen.

ntil t e num er of regular mem ers of t e onstitutional 
ourt falls to ele en, t e uorum rescri ed y Act No. 44 of 

A ril 22, 19 2, s all e o ser ed in all cases and roceedings.
PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 12- Persons a ointed y t e 

Head of tate as regular and su stitute mem ers of t e Hig  
ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors from among t e mem ers 
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of t e Hig  ourt of A eals and t e ouncil of tate under 
Pro isional Article 1 of Act No. 24 1 of ay 13, 19 1, on 
t e Hig  ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors; as ief Pu lic 
Prosecutor and e uty ief Pu lic Prosecutor in accordance 

it  t e Pro isional Article a ended to Act No. 1 3  on t e 
Hig  ourt of A eals under Act No. 24 3 of June 25, 19 1; 
and as President, ief Pu lic Prosecutor, de uty residents 
and eads of di ision of t e ouncil of tate under Pro isional 
Article 14, aragra  2 of Act No. 25 5 of January , 19 2 on 
t e ouncil of tate s all continue to e ercise t eir functions 
until t e end of t e term of of ce for ic  t ey ere elected. 

e ro isions of t e ro isional articles of Act No. 25  
of  January 19 2 concerning t e a ointment of t e residents 
and mem ers of administrati e courts s all also remain in force.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 13- e elections of one 
regular and one su stitute mem er to e elected to t e Hig  

ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors from among t e mem ers 
of t e Hig  ourt of A eals s all ta e lace in t enty days 
follo ing t e entry into force of t e onstitution. 

ntil t e elected mem ers assume t e of ce, t e uorum 
for meetings of t e ouncil s all e met it  t e artici ation 
of su stitute mem ers.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 14- e o ligation of t e 
unions to de osit t eir re enues in t e state an s s all e ful lled 

it in t o years of t e entry into force of t e onstitution, at 
t e latest.
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PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 15- ( e ealed on e tem er 
12, 2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 16- Persons o fail to 
artici ate in t e referendum on t e onstitution it out alid 

legal or actual reasons des ite eing entitled to ote and eing 
included in t e register of electors and t e olling station register 
com iled for t e referendum, s all neit er artici ate nor stand 
for election in general elections, y elections, local elections or 
referendums for a eriod of e years follo ing t e referendum 
on t e onstitution.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 17- (Added on ay 1 , 2 ; 
Act No. 5 59)

n t e rst general elections eld after t e entry into force 
of t is Act on t e addition of a ro isional article to t e ur is  

onstitution, t e last aragra  of Article  of t e onstitution 
s all not e a lied to t e ro isions of Parliamentary lections 
Act No. 2 39, dated June 1 , 19 3, concerning t e inclusion of 
inde endent candidates on oint allot a er.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 18- (Added on e tem er 12, 
2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)

e current su stitute mem ers of t e onstitutional ourt 
s all ac uire t e status of regular mem ers on t e date of entry 
into force of t is Act.

it in t irty days of t e date of entry into force of t is 
Act, t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all elect one 
mem er eac  from among t ree candidates nominated y t e 

eneral Assem ly of t e ourt of Accounts and t e eads of ar 
associations.
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n order to nominate candidates for t e election of t e 
mem ers to e eld y t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey

a) e President of t e ourt of Accounts s all announce t e 
eginning of t e a lication rocess for candidacy it in e 

days of t e date of entry into force of t is Act. andidates s all 
a ly to t e Presidency it in e days of t e announcement. 

e eneral Assem ly of t e ourt of Accounts s all old 
elections it in e days of t e nal date of a lication. e 
t ree candidates o taining t e greatest num er of otes s all e 
nominated in t ese elections in ic  eac  mem er of t e ourt 
of Accounts may ote.2  

) e Head of t e ur is  nion of ar Associations s all 
announce t e eginning of t e a lication rocess for candidacy 

it in e days of t e date of entry into force of t is Act. andidates 
s all a ly to t e ur is  nion of ar Associations it in e 
days of announcement. e election s all e eld at t e lace and 
time indicated in t e announcement of t e ur is  nion of ar 
Association it in e days follo ing t e nal date of a lication 
y t e eads of t e ar Associations. e t ree candidates o taining 

t e greatest num er of otes s all e nominated in t ese elections 
in ic  eac  ead of ar may ote. 2

                                        
26 The phrase for only one candidate  following the phrase ach member of 
the Court of Accounts  in the last sentence of this subparagraph was annulled by 
the decision of the Constitutional Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  
2 1 87 Of cial a ette numbered 276 9 of August 1, 2 1
27 The phrase for only one candidate  following the phrase ach head of 
bar  in the last sentence of this subparagraph was annulled by the decision of the 
Constitutional Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  2 1 87 Of cial 

a ette numbered 276 9 of August 1, 2 1
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c) e names of t ose nominated t roug  t e elections eld 
in accordance it  su aragra s (a) and ( ) s all e noti ed 
to t e Of ce of t e ea er of t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey y t e Presidency of t e ourt of Accounts and of 
t e ur is  nion of ar Associations on t e day follo ing t e 
elections.

) lections s all e eld at t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey it in ten days of t e noti cation made in accordance 

it  su aragra  (c). n elections eld for eac  acant osition, 
a t ot irds ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers in t e rst 

allot and t e a solute ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers is 
re uired in t e second allot; in case t e a solute ma ority of t e 
total num er of mem ers is not attained in t e second allot, a t ird 
allot s all e eld et een t o candidates o taining t e greatest 

num er of otes in t e second allot; t e candidate o o tains t e 
greatest num er of otes in t e t ird allot s all e elected. 

ollo ing t e acancy of t e ositions allocated to t e 
Hig  ourt of A eals and t e ouncil of tate, t e President 
of t e e u lic s all c oose one mem er for eac  acancy, 
from among t ree candidates to e nominated for eac  acant 
osition y t e ouncil of Hig er ducation from among 

mem ers of t e teac ing staff in t e elds of la , economics 
and olitical sciences o are not mem ers of t e ouncil of 
Hig er ducation.

e current mem ers, as ell as su stitute mem ers elected 
from t e uotas allocated to institutions t at a e nominated 
mem ers for t e onstitutional ourt s all e ta en into 
consideration in t e nal election.
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e status of t ose o a e een a ointed to certain osts 
in t e onstitutional ourt s all continue until t e end of t eir 
term of of ce. ose o are mem ers on t e date of entry into 
force of t is Act s all continue in t eir ost until t e statutory 
age limit.

Necessary legal arrangements on indi idual a lications 
s all e com leted it in t o years. ndi idual a lications 
s all e acce ted as from t e date of t e entry into force of t e 
im lementing la . 

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 19- (Added on e tem er 12, 
2 1 ; Act No. 59 2)

e mem ers of t e Hig  ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors 
s all e elected it in t irty days as of t e date of entry into 
force of t is Act in accordance it  t e rinci les and rocedures 
indicated elo

a) President of t e e u lic s all a oint four mem ers, for 
om t ere is no im ediment to ecoming a udge, from among 

teac ing staff or ing in t e eld of la  for at least fteen 
years and la yers o a e com leted fteen years of acti e 
Professional ser ice.2  
                                        
28 The phrase economics and political sciences  following the phrase law, , 
and the phrase high le el e ecuti es  following the phrase teaching staff  in 
the rst sentence of this sub paragraph, and the second sentence The resident of the 

epublic shall elect member of the Council, to be elected from high le el e ecuti es, 
from among ta e of ce as minister, undersecretary to ministry, deputy undersecretary 
to ministry, go ernor, eneral ecretary of the residency, and director general of 
public institutions, head of super isory board  were annulled by the decision of the 
Constitutional Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  2 1 87 Of cial 

a ette numbered 276 9 of August 1, 2 1
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) e eneral Assem ly of t e Hig  ourt of A eals s all 
select t ree regular and t o su stitute mem ers from among 
mem ers of t e ourt. e irst President of t e Hig  ourt 
of A eals s all announce t e eginning of t e a lication 
rocess for candidacy it in se en days of t e entry into force 

of t is Act. e candidates s all a ly to t e irst Presidency 
it in se en days of t e date of t e announcement. e eneral 

Assem ly of t e Hig  ourt of A eals s all old elections 
it in fteen days from t e nal date of a lication. n t e 

elections, ere eac  mem er of t e Hig  ourt of A eals 
may ote, t e candidates it  t e greatest num er of otes are 
elected as regular and su stitute mem ers res ecti ely.29 

c) e eneral Assem ly of t e ouncil of tate s all select 
one regular and one su stitute mem er from among mem ers of 
t e ourt. e President of t e ouncil of tate s all announce 
t e eginning of t e a lication rocess for candidacy it in 
se en days of t e entry into force of t is Act. e candidates 
s all a ly to t e Presidency it in se en days of t e date of t e 
announcement. e eneral Assem ly of t e ouncil of tate 
s all old elections it in fteen days from t e nal date of 
a lication. n t e elections, ere eac  mem er of t e ouncil 
of tate may ote, t e candidates it  t e greatest num er of 

otes are elected as regular and su stitute mem ers res ecti ely.3  
                                        
29 The phrase for only a member  following the phrase ach member of the 

igh Court of Appeals  in the last sentence of this subparagraph was annulled by 
the decision of the Constitutional Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  
2 1 87 Of cial a ette numbered 276 9 of August 1, 2 1
3  The phrase for only a member  following the phrase ach member of the 
Council of tate  in the last sentence of this subparagraph was annulled by the decision 
of the Constitutional Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  2 1 87 
Of cial a ette numbered 276 9 of August 1, 2 1
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) e eneral Assem ly of t e ur is  Justice Academy 
s all select one regular and one su stitute mem er from among 
its mem ers to t e u reme ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors. 

e President of t e Justice Academy of ur ey s all announce 
t e eginning of t e a lication rocess for candidacy it in 
se en days of t e entry into force of t is Act. e candidates 
s all a ly to t e Presidency it in se en days of t e date of t e 
announcement. e eneral Assem ly of t e Justice Academy 
of ur ey s all old elections it in fteen days from t e nal 
date of a lication. n t e elections, ere eac  mem er may 
ote, t e candidates it  t e greatest num er of otes are elected 

as regular and su stitute mem ers res ecti ely.31 
d) e en regular and four su stitute mem ers s all e elected 

y ci il udges and u lic rosecutors under t e direction and 
su er ision of t e u reme oard of lection from among i il 
udges and u lic rosecutors o are rst category udges and 
a e not lost t e uali cations for eing rst category udges. 
it in e days of t e date of entry into force of t is Act, t e 

u reme oard of lection s all announce t e eginning of t e 
a lication rocess for candidacy. e candidates s all a ly 

it in t ree days of t e date of announcement. e u reme 
oard of lection s all e amine t e a lications, nali e and 

announce t e list of candidates it in t o days follo ing t e 
e iry of t e date of a lication. O ections to t is list may 

e made it in t e follo ing t o days. e o ections s all 
                                        
31 The phrase for only a member  following the phrase ach member  in the 
last sentence of this subparagraph was annulled by the decision of the Constitutional 
Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  2 1 87 Of cial a ette numbered 
276 9 of August 1, 2 1
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e e amined and nali ed and t e de niti e list of candidates 
s all e announced it in t o days follo ing t e e iry of 
t e o ection eriod. Judges and u lic rosecutors or ing in 
ro inces or districts s all ote in elections to e eld, under 

t e direction and su er ision of t e ro incial election oards, 
in eac  ro ince and district on t e second unday follo ing 
t e date of announcement of t e de niti e list y t e u reme 

oard of lection. e ro incial election oards s all esta lis  
allot o  committees according to t e num er of udges and 
u lic rosecutors t at are to ote in t at ro ince. Pro incial 

election oards s all decide on com laints and o ections 
a out roceedings, measures, and decisions of t e allot o  
committees. andidates s all not conduct cam aigns; t ey may 
ost t eir r sum  on an internet site allocated for t is ur ose 
it in t e frame or  of t e rinci les and rocedures de ned 
y t e u reme oard of lection. e candidates o taining t e 

greatest num er of otes are elected as regular and su stitute 
mem ers res ecti ely. e u reme oard of lection s all 
determine ot er matters concerning t e allot a ers. e 

u reme oard of lection may a e t e allot a ers rinted 
or may a e t ese rinted t roug  ro incial election oards 
as it may deem a ro riate. n t e elections to e eld, t e 

ro isions of t e Act No. 29 , asic ules on lections and 
oting egisters, dated A ril 4, 19 1, t at are not in con ict 
it  t is su aragra  s all a ly.32 

                                        
32 The ele enth sentence in the this subparagraph ach electorate shall ote for only 
one candidate in this elections  was annulled by the decision of the Constitutional 
Court dated uly 7, 2 1  numbered  2 1 49,  2 1 87 Of cial a ette numbered 
276 9 of August 1, 2 1
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e) ree regular and t o su stitute mem ers s all e elected 
y ci il udges and u lic rosecutors under t e direction and 

su er ision of t e u reme oard of lection from among ci il 
udges and u lic rosecutors o are rst category udges 

and a e not lost t e uali cations for eing rst category 
udges. n t e elections, in ro inces ere t ere are regional 

administrati e courts, eld under t e direction and su er ision 
of t e ro incial election oards, udges and u lic rosecutors 

or ing in t ese regional administrati e courts and in courts 
su ect to aut ority of t ose courts s all ote. e ro isions of 
su aragra  (d) s all a ly to t ese elections as ell.

e regular mem ers of t e Hig  ouncil of Judges and 
Prosecutors elected in accordance it  su aragra s (a), ( ), 
(d) and (e) of t e rst aragra , s all egin to old of ce on t e 

or ing day follo ing t e date of entry into force of t is Act.
egular and su stitute mem ers of t e Hig  ouncil of 

Judges and Prosecutors elected from t e Hig  ourt of A eals 
and ouncil of tate, incum ent on date of entry into force of 
t is Act, s all continue t eir duties until t e end of t eir term of 
of ce. e mem ers elected in accordance it  su aragra  
( ) of t e rst aragra  s all re lace, in se uence, t e 
mem ers elected from Hig  ourt of A eals ose term of 
of ce a e e ired, and t e mem ers elected in accordance 

it  su aragra  (c) of t e rst aragra  s all re lace, in 
se uence, t e mem ers elected from ouncil of tate ose 
terms of of ce a e e ired. 

CDL-REF(2024)029 Opinion No. 1196/2024



152

e term of of ce of t e mem ers elected according to 
su aragra  ( ) and (c) of t e rst aragra  and o too  
of ce in accordance it  t e t ird aragra  ends en t e term 
of of ce of t ose elected in accordance it  su aragra  (a), 
( ), (d) and (e) of t e rst aragra  e ires.

egular mem ers elected to t e Hig  ouncil of Judges and 
Prosecutors s all a e t e same nancial, social and ension 
rig ts determined for t e Head of am er of t e Hig  ourt 
of A eals in t e rele ant legislation, until t e necessary 
arrangements are made in related la s. urt ermore, regular 
mem ers of t e ouncil, e ce t for t e President, s all recei e 
additional com ensation on a mont ly asis in t e amount to e 
calculated y multi lying t e inde  of 3  y t e coef cient 
a lied to salaries of ci il ser ants.

ntil arrangements are made in t e rele ant la s, t e Hig  
ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors

a) all o erate in t e form of a oard in accordance it  
legal ro isions in force as long as t ey are not contrary to t e 
ro isions of t e onstitution,

) all con ene under t e residency of t e inister of 
Justice it in one ee  follo ing t e date of olding of ce of 
t e regular mem ers in accordance it  t e second aragra  
and s all elect a tem orary de uty c air erson,

c) all con ene it  at least fteen mem ers and ta e 
decisions y t e a solute ma ority of t e total num er of 
mem ers, 
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) e secretariat functions s all e conducted y t e 
inistry of Justice.

ntil ins ectors of t e ouncil and udiciary ins ectors are 
a ointed, t e e isting udiciary ins ectors s all carry out t eir 
duties under t e title of ins ector of t e ouncil and udiciary 
ins ector. 

e ro isions of t is Article s all e a lied until t e 
necessary arrangements are made in t e rele ant la s.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 20- (Added on ay 2 , 2 1 ; 
Act No. 1 )

e de uties a out om a le concerning t e lifting of 
arliamentary immunity as een su mitted, y t e date of 

ado tion of t is article in t e rand National Assem ly of 
ur ey, to t e inistry of Justice, t e Prime inistry, t e Of ce 

of t e ea er of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey or to 
t e Of ce of t e Joint ommittee com osed of t e mem ers 
of t e ommittee on t e onstitution and t e ommittee on 
Justice y t e aut orities com etent to in estigate or ermit 
in estigations or rosecutions and t e of ces of u lic 
rosecutors and t e courts, s all e e em t, it  res ect to suc  
le, from t e rst sentence of t e second aragra  of t e Article 
3 of t e onstitution.

it in fteen days of t e effecti e date of t is article, t e 
les concerning t e lifting of arliamentary immunity at t e 
inistry of Justice, t e Prime inistry, t e Of ce of t e ea er 
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of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey, t e Of ce of t e 
Joint ommittee com osed of t e mem ers of t e ommittee on 
t e onstitution and t e ommittee on Justice s all e returned 
to t e com etent aut ority for t e e ecution of t e necessary 
rocedure.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 21- (Added on A ril 1 , 2 1 ; 
Act No. 1)

A) eneral election for t e 2 t  legislati e term of t e 
rand National Assem ly of ur ey and t e residential 

election s all e eld toget er on 3 11 2 19. em ers of t e 
rand National Assem ly of ur ey and t e President of t e 
e u lic s all continue to ser e until t e election is eld. f t e 

Assem ly decides to old an election, general election for t e 
2 t  legislati e term of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey 
and t e residential election s all e eld toget er.

) No later t an si  mont s after t e romulgation of t is 
Act, t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey s all ado t t e 

ules of Procedure and ot er statutory regulations re uired y 
t e amendments made y t is Act. e amendments determined 
to e regulated y residential decree s all e regulated y t e 
President of t e e u lic no later t an si  mont s.

) According to t e regulation made in t e 159t  article 
of t e onstitution, mem ers of t e ouncil of Judges and 
Prosecutors s all e elected it in t irty days at t e latest and 
commence t eir duty on t e or day follo ing t e fortiet  
day after t e effecti e date of t is Act. e a lications s all 

e su mitted to t e Of ce of t e ea er it in e days of 
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t e effecti e date of t is Article. e Of ce of t e ea er 
s all refer t e a lications to t e Joint ommittee com osed 
of t e mem ers of t e ommittee on t e onstitution and t e 

ommittee on Justice. e Joint ommittee s all designate 
t ree candidates for eac  mem ers i  y a t o t irds ma ority 
of t e total num er of its mem ers it in ten days. f t e election 
cannot e nali ed y t o t irds ma ority in t e rst allot, t e 
second and t ird allot s all e eld; t en t e candidate o 
recei es t e otes of t e t ree ft  ma ority of t e total num er 
of mem ers s all a e een elected. f no candidate recei es t e 
ote of t ree ft  ma ority, t e rocess of nomination s all e 

com leted y dra ing names from among t e candidates t ice 
t e num er of mem ers o a e recei ed t e most otes in 
t e t ird allot. e Plenary of t e rand National Assem ly of 

ur ey s all com lete t e election it in fteen days o ser ing 
t e same rocedures and uorums. e mem ers of e isting 
Hig  ouncil of Judges and Pu lic Prosecutors s all continue 
to old Of ce and or  in accordance it  t e ro isions of t e 
la s in force until t e ne  mem ers assume of ce. rom among 
t e mem ers ose term of of ce as e ired and o a e 
not een reelected to t e ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors; 
t ose a ing een elected out of ci il udges and rosecutors 
s all e elected y t e ouncil of Judges and Prosecutors, at 
t eir re uest, to t e mem ers i  of Hig  ourt of A eals and 
t ose a ing een elected out of administrati e udges and 
rosecutors to t e mem ers i  of ouncil of tate; t ose a ing 
een elected out of teac ing staff and la yers s all e a ointed 

to t e mem ers i  of t e ouncil of tate y t e President of 
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t e e u lic. uc  elections and a ointments s all e made 
irres ecti e of a aila ility of acant ositions; ne  mem ers i  
cadres y t e num er of mem ers so elected or a ointed s all 
e su lemented to t e cadres of t e ourt of A eals and 
ouncil of tate.

) e mem ers of t e Hig  ilitary ourt of A eals and 
t e Hig  ilitary Administrati e ourt o a e een elected 
to t e mem ers i  of t e onstitutional ourt s all continue 
t eir mem ers i  until t eir of ce terminates for any reason. 

) e Hig  ilitary ourt of A eals, e Hig  ilitary 
Administrati e ourt and t e military courts s all e a olis ed 
as of t e effecti e date of t is Act.

it in four mont s of t e effecti e date of t is Act; t e 
President, t e Attorney eneral, t e ice President and t e 
mem ers of t e Hig  ilitary ourt of A eals and t e Hig  

ilitary Administrati e ourt o elong to t e military udge 
class and ot er military udges (e ce t reser e of cers), ta ing 
into account t eir references and ac uisitions; 

a) may e a ointed as udges or u lic rosecutors in t e 
ci il or administrati e udiciary y t e ouncil of Judges and 
Prosecutors.

) Judges and rosecutors o are similar to ci il or 
administrati e udges in terms of salary, su lementary indicator, 
a ro riation, udicial ene t, su lementary ayment, nancial 
and social rig ts and ene ts, and it  res ect to t e ot er 
rig ts and o ligations y continuing to a ly t e ro isions of 
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t e legislation in force as of t e effecti e date of t is Act, s all 
e a ointed y t e inistry of National efense to t e legal 

ser ices staff of t e inistry or to t e ief of t e eneral taff. 
e rocedures and rinci les relating to t e com ensation to e 

aid to t ose o are entitled to ension and uit t eir of ces at 
t eir o n ill efore t ey reac  t e age limit s all e regulated 
y la . 

Among t e les in rocess at t e a olis ed military udicial 
of ces; t ose in t e legal remedy stage s all e sent to t e Hig  

ourt of A eals or t e ouncil of tate; and ot er les to t e 
com etent ci il or administrati e udicial aut orities according 
to t eir rele ance it in four mont s.

) e decrees a ing t e force of la , regulations, y
la s issued y t e Prime inistry and t e ouncil of inisters 
and ot er administrati e regulations t at are in force as of t e 
effecti e date of t is Act s all remain in force unless t ey are 
re ealed. e articles 152 and 153 s all continue to e a lied 
to t e decrees a ing t e force of la  t at are in force.

) e o ers granted to t e Prime inister and t e ouncil 
of inisters y la s and ot er regulations s all e e ercised y 
t e President of t e e u lic, until amendments are made to t e 
rele ant legislation.

H) e last aragra  of t e Article  of t e onstitution 
s all not a ly to t e rst election of t e rand National 
Assem ly of ur ey and t e residential election ic  ill e 
eld simultaneously after t e effecti e date of t is Act.
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PART SEVEN
Final Provisions

I. Amending the Constitution, participation in elections 
and referenda

ARTICLE 175- (As amended on ay 1 , 19 ; Act No. 
33 1) Amendment to t e onstitution s all e ro osed in 

riting y at least one t ird of t e total num er of mem ers 
of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey. ills to amend t e 

onstitution s all e de ated t ice in t e Plenary. e ado tion 
of a ill for an amendment s all re uire a t ree ft s ma ority of 
t e total num er of mem ers of t e Assem ly y secret allot.

e consideration and ado tion of ills for t e amendments 
to t e onstitution s all e su ect to t e ro isions go erning 
t e consideration and ado tion of la s, it  t e e ce tion of t e 
conditions set fort  in t is Article.

e President of t e e u lc may send ac  t e la s on t e 
amendments to t e onstitution to t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey for reconsideration. f t e Assem ly reado ts, y a 
t o t irds ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers, t e la  sent 
ac  y t e President of t e e u lic it out any amendment, 

t e President of t e e u lic may su mit t e la  to referendum.
f a la  on t e amendment to t e onstitution is ado ted 

y a t ree ft s or less t an t o t irds ma ority of t e total 
num er of mem ers of t e Assem ly and is not sent ac  y t e 
President of t e e u lic to t e Assem ly for reconsideration, 
it s all e u lis ed in t e Of cial a ette and e su mitted to 
referendum. 
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A la  on t e onstitutional amendment ado ted y a 
t ot irds ma ority of t e total num er of mem ers of t e rand 
National Assem ly of ur ey directly or u on t e sending ac  
of t e la  y t e President of t e e u lic or its articles deemed 
necessary may e su mitted to a referendum y t e President 
of t e e u lic. A la  on t e amendment to t e onstitution or 
t e related articles t at are not su mitted to referendum s all e 
u lis ed in t e Of cial a ette.

ntry into force of t e la s on t e amendment to t e 
onstitution su mitted to referendum s all re uire t e 

af rmati e ote of more t an alf of t e alid otes cast.
e rand National Assem ly of ur ey, in ado ting t e 

la  on t e onstitutional amendment s all also decide on ic  
ro isions s all e su mitted to referendum toget er and ic  

s all e su mitted indi idually, in case t e la  is su mitted to 
referendum.

ery measure including nes s all e ta en y la  to 
secure artici ation in referenda, general elections, y elections 
and local elections.

II. Preamble and headings of articles
ARTICLE 176- e ream le, ic  states t e asic ie s 

and rinci les t e onstitution is ased on, s all form an integral 
art of t e onstitution.

e eadings of articles merely indicate t e su ect matter 
of t e articles, t eir order, and t e connections et een t em. 

ese eadings s all not e regarded as a art of t e te t of t e 
onstitution.

CDL-REF(2024)029 Opinion No. 1196/2024



160

III. Entry into force of the Constitution

ARTICLE 177- On its ado tion y referendum and its 
u lication in t e Of cial a ette, t is onstitution s all ecome 

t e onstitution of t e e u lic of ur ey and s all come into 
force in its entirety, su ect to t e follo ing e ce tions and t e 
ro isions relating to entry into force of t ese e ce tions

a) e ro isions of Part o a ter  relating to ersonal 
li erty and security, t e ress and u lication, and t e rig t and 
freedom of assem ly.

e ro isions of a ter  relating to la our, collecti e 
la our agreements, t e rig t to stri e, and loc out.

ese ro isions s all come into force en t e rele ant 
la s are romulgated, or en t e e isting la s are amended, 
and in any case, at t e latest, en t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey assumes its functions. Ho e er, until t eir entry into 
force, e isting la s and t e decrees and decisions of t e ouncil 
of National ecurity s all a ly.

) e ro isions of Part o relating to olitical arties and 
t e rig t to engage in olitical acti ities, s all come into force on 
t e romulgation of t e ne  Political Parties Act, ic  is to e 
re ared in accordance it  t ese ro isions. 

e ro isions on rig t to ote and to e elected s all come 
into force on t e romulgation of t e lections Act also to e 

re ared in accordance it  t ese ro isions.
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c) e ro isions of Part ree, relating to legislati e o er
ese ro isions s all come into force on t e roclamation 

of t e results of t e rst general elections. Ho e er, t e 
ro isions relating to t e functions and o ers of t e rand 

National Assem ly of ur ey ic  ta e lace in t is section 
s all e e ercised y t e ouncil of National ecurity until t e 

rand National Assem ly of ur ey assumes its functions; t e 
ro isions of Act No. 24 5 of June 29, 19 1 on t e onstituent 

Assem ly eing reser ed.
d) e ro isions of Part ree relating to t e functions 

and o ers of t e President of t e e u lic and to t e tate 
u er isory ouncil under t e eading President of t e 
e u lic ; to regulations, National efence, rocedures 

go erning emergency rule under t e eading ouncil 
of inisters ; to all ot er ro isions under t e eading 
Administration , e ce t local administration, and e ce t t e 

Atat r  Hig  nstitution of ulture, anguage and History; 
and all t e ro isions relating to t e udiciary, e ce t t e 

tate ecurity ourts, s all come into force on u lication 
in t e Of cial a ette of t e ado tion y referendum of t e 

onstitution. e ro isions concerning t e President of t e 
e u lic and t e ouncil of inisters ic  a e not gone into 

effect s all come into force en t e rand National Assem ly 
of ur ey assumes its functions; t e ro isions relating to local 
administrations and to t e tate ecurity ourts s all come into 
force on t e romulgation of t e rele ant la s. 
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e) f ne  legislation, or amendments to e isting legislation 
are re uired in connection it  t e constitutional ro isions 

ic  are to come into force on t e roclamation of t e ado tion 
y referendum of t e onstitution or in connection it  e isting 

or future institutions, organi ations and agencies, t e rocedure 
to e follo ed s all e su ect to t ose ro isions of e isting 
la s ic  are not unconstitutional, or to t e ro isions of t e 

onstitution, in accordance it  Article 11 of t e onstitution.
f) e ro ision of second aragra  of Article 1 4 

regulating t e rocedure for t e consideration of nal accounts 
ill s all come into force in 19 4.
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PROVISIONAL ARTICLES NOT INCLUDED IN THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

Provisional Article of Act No. 4709 dated October 3, 2001
PROVISIONAL ARTICLE- A) e last aragra  added 

to t e Article  of t e onstitution y Article 24 of t is Act 
s all not e im lemented at t e rst general election to e eld 
after t is Act goes into effect.

) e amendments made y Article 2  of t is Act to Article 
 of t e onstitution s all not a ly to t ose o er etrate t e 

acts descri ed in Article 14 of t e onstitution efore t is Act 
goes into effect.

Provisional Article of Act No. 4777 dated December 27, 
2002

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 1- e last aragra  of 
Article  of t e onstitution of t e e u lic of ur ey s all 
not e im lemented in t e rst y elections to e eld during t e 
22nd term of t e rand National Assem ly of ur ey.
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