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ELECTORAL CODE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

l. GENERAL PART

Adopted by the Chamber of Representatives
Appraved by the Council of the Republic

SECTION I General provisions. Basic principles of the election
system and the referendum (people's vote)

Chapter 1. General provisions
Article 1. Relations regulated by this Code

This Code regulates relations arising during preparation and holding of elections of
the President of the Republic of Belarus, elections and recall of deputies of the
Chamber of Representatives of the National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus
(hereinaftar the Chamber of Representatives), members of the Council of the
Republic of the National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus (hereinafter the Council
of the Republic) and deputies of local Councils of Deputies of the Republic of Belarus
(hereinafter the local Councils of Deputies) and preparation and holding of the
referendum (people’s vote) (hereinafter the referendum) and establishes guarantees
securing free expression of will by citizens of the Republic of Belarus,

Article 2, Legal basis of the election system and referendum

The legal basis of the election system and referendum shall be constituted by: the
Ceonstitution of the Republic of Belarus, the present Code, other laws and legislative
acts of the Republic of Belarus and resoluticns of the Central Commissian of the
Republic of Belarus on Elections and Heolding of Republican Referendums

(hereinafter the Central Commissicn).

Chapter 2. Basic principles of the election system and holding of the
referondum

Article 3. Basic principles of holding elections and the referendum

Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of local Councils of Deputies shall be free and shall be
held on the basis of universal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballat,

Elections of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives and deputies of local
Councils of Deputies shall be held in single-mandate electoral precincts.

Elections of members of the Council of the Republic shall be held on the basis of
equal and indirect suffrage by secret ballot.



The referendum shall be held by way of universal, free, equal and secret ballot.
Article 4. Universal suffrage and the right to take part in the referendum

Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of local Councils of Deputies and the referendum shall
be universal: the right to elect and to take part in the referendum shall be given to
citizens of the Republic of Belarus who have reached the age of 18.

Citizens adjudicated by a court of law as incompetent and citizens kept in places of
deprivation of freedom by sentence of a court of law shall not take part in elections or
referendum. Voting shall not be attended by persons who are kept in custody as a
measure of suppression accerding to the procedure established by the criminal
procedural legislation.

Article 5. Free elections and voting at the referendum

Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of local Councils of Deputies as well as voting at the
referendum shall be free: the elector and the participant in the referendum shall
decide by himself whether to take part in elections or referendum and for whom to
volte in elections and for what to vote at the referendum.

Article B, Equal suffrage and the right to take part in the referendum

Electors and participants in the referendum shall take part in elections of the
President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives
and deputies of local Councils of Deputies as well as in the referendum, respectively,
on equal footing, with each elector and participant in the referendum having ane vote.

Elections of members of the Council of the Republic shall be equal: each deputy of
the local Council of Deputies of the base level shall have one vote.

Candidates elected for state positions shall take part in elections on equal focting.

Article 7, Direct suffrage and the right for direct expression of will at the
referendum

Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of lecal Councils of Deputies shall be direct. The
President of the Republic of Belarus shall be elected directly by the people of the
Republic of Belarus. Deputies shall be elected by citizens directly.

Citizens shall take part in the referendum on the basis of direct expression of will,

Article 8. Indirect suffrage

Elections of members of the Council of the Republic shall be indirect: members of the
Council of the Republic shall be elected at the sittings of deputies of local Councils of



Deputies of the base lavel of each Oblast and deputies of the Minsk City Council of
Deputies.

Article 9. Secret ballot

Voting at elections and the referendum shall be by secret ballot: control over
exprassion of will of electors and participants in the referendum in the course of the

voting shall be prohibited.

Article 10.  Basic principles of holding of recall of the deputy or the member
of the Council of the Republic

A recall of a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives, a member of the Council of
the Republic or a deputy of a local Council of Deputies shall be performed with
observance of the basic principles of the election system.

Aricle 11.  Provision of the holding of clections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives
and deputies of local Councils of Deputies, of the referendum and
of the recall of deputies by commissions

Holding of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the
Chamber of Reprasentatives, deputies of local Councils of Deputies, referendum and
recall of deputias shall be provided by the commissions formed from representatives
of political parties, other public associations, labour collectives as well as
representatives of electors and participants in the referendum nominated as
members of the commission by way of submission of the application, The
commissions shall exercise control over execution of legislation on elections,
referendum and recall of deputies.

During preparation and helding of elections, referendum and recall of deputies the
commissions shall be independent fram state bodies and bodies of territorial public
self-government within their powers established by the legislation of the Republic of
Belarus,

Decisions of the commissions taken within their powers shall be mandatory for
execution by all organisations, state bodies, political parties, other public
asscciations, as well as by citizens.

Article 12.  Provision of the holding of elections and recall of members of the
Council of the Republic

Halding of elections of the members of the Council of the Republic and of recall of
elected members of the Council of the Republic shall be provided by the presidiums
of Oblast, Minsk City, regicnal, town (towns subordinated to Oblast} Councils of
Deputies and by the respective Oblast, Minsk City, regional and town executive
committees as well as by the Central Commission,



Article 13.  Public openness during preparation and holding of elections and
referendum and recall of a deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives, a member of the Council of the Republic and a
deputy of the local Council of Deputics

Preparation and holding of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus,
deputies of the Chamber of Representatives, members of the Council of the Republic
and deputies of local Councils of Deputies and of the refearendum and recall of a
deputy of the Chamber of Representatives, a member of the Council of the Republic
and a deputy of the local Council of Deputies shall be executed openly and publicly,

The respective commissions, lacal representatives and executive and administrative
bodies shall infarm citizens about their work an preparation and holding of elections,
the referendum or recall of a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives, a member
of the Council of the Republic and a deputy of the local Council of Deputies, on the
fermation of electoral distnicts, on the composition, the place of location and the
working time of the commissions and the lists of citizens who have the right to take
part in the elections, referendum or voting for recall of a deputy, candidates, results
of the vate, elections, referendum and recall.

Deputies of the Chamber of Representatives and members of the Council of the
Republic, deputies of local Councils of Deputies, proxies of candidates for position of
the President of the Republic of Belarus and of deputies, representatives of public
(political parties, other public associations, labour collectives, citizens), mass media,
cbservers from foreign states and international organisations shall have the right to
be present during the holding of elections, referendum or recall of a deputy of the
Council of the Republic according to the procedure established by the Central
Commission. Interference of the said persons with the woerk of the commissions shall
not be allowed. Persons hindering the work of the commissions shall be removed
from the sittings of the commissions and from the roems for voting on the order of
their chairmen.

Mass media shall inform about preparation and holding of elections, referendum and
recall of a deputy or a member of the Council of the Republic.

SECTION Il, Electoral districts and pelling stations.

Lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections,
referendum and voting for recall of the deputy

Chapter 3. Electoral districts

Article 14.  Eloctoral district for elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus

Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall be held for the single
electoral district constituting the entire territory of the Republic of Belarus,



Article 15.  Electoral districts for elections of deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of local Councils of Deputies

For holding elections of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives, 110 electoral
districts shall be formed in the territory of the Republic of Belarus,

Far holding elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies, electoral districts shall
be formed:

for elections to the Oblast Council of Deputies - from 40 to €0 electoral districts;
for elections to the Minsk City Council of Deputies — from 40 to 60 electoral districts;
for elections to the regional Council of Deputies — from 235 to 40 electoral districts;

for elections to the town Council of Deputies (in towns subordinated to Oblast) — from
25 to 40 electoral districts;

far elections to the town Council of Deputies (in towns subardinated to region) — from
18 to 25 electoral districts;

iar elections to the settlement or rural Council of Deputies — fram 11 to 15 electoral
districts,

The average number of electors per electoral district for elections of deputies of the
Chamber of Representatives for the Republic of Belarus shall be established by the
Central Commission not later than five months before expiration of the term of office
of the Chamber of Representatives of the current convecation,

Within the standards specified in part two of this article, the number of electoral
districts to be formed for elections to the local Council of Deputies and the average
number of electors per electeral district shall be established by the respective local
Council of Deputies not later than five months before the expiration of the term of
office of the local Council of Deputies of the current convocation,

The number of electors in the electoral district shall be determined proceeding from
the number of citizens having the right to take part in elections or referendum living in
the territary included into the electoral district during the holding of the [ast elections

or referendum.

Electoral districts shall be formed with an approximately equal number of electors:
deviation of the number of electors in an electeral district for elections of deputies of
the Chamber of Representatives from the average number of electors per electoral
district for the Republic of Belarus and in the electoral district for elections of deputies
of the respective local Council of Deputies — from the average number of electors per
electoral district for elections of the given local Council of Deputies, as a rule, may
not exceed 10 percent. The electoral district shall constitute a single territory: it shall
not be allowed to form an electoral district from territories that do not border on each

other.

Lists of electoral districts specifying their numbers, names, borders, number of
electors and places of location of electoral commissions shall be published: for
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elections of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives by the Central Commission
not later than on the fifth day after the appointment of elections for the Chamber of
Representatives and for elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies — by the
territorial electoral commissions not later than B0 days before the elections of the
local Councils of Deputies.

In case of dissolution of the Chamber of Representatives elections of deputies of the
Chamber of representatives shall be held in electoral districts formed during the
elections of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives of the former conveeation.

One deputy shall be elected from each electoral district.

Chapter 16. Procedure of formation of electoral districts for elections of
deputies of the Chamber of representatives and deputies of local
Councils of Deputies

Electoral districts for elections of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives shall
be formed by the Central Commission on representation of the Oblast and the Minsk
City Executive Committees.

Electoral districts for elections to the Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town (subordinated
to Qblast or region), settlement and rural Councils of Deputies shall be formed by the
territorial electoral commissions for elections of the respective local Councils of
Deputies on representation of the Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town, settlament and
rural executive commitlees.

Chapter 4. Polling stations
Article 17, Polling stations

For helding voting and counting votes in elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives, deputies of local Councils of
Deputies, in the referendum and recall of a deputy, the territery of regions, towns and
town districts shall be divided into pelling stations.

Polling stations shall be formed with the number of electors or participants in the
referendum not less than 20 and not more than 3000.

Polling stations may be formed in sanatoria, preventoria, rest homes, hospitals and
other stationary medical treatment and prevention institutions. Polling stations shall
be also formed in military units.

Article 18.  Procedure of formation of polling stations

Folling stations far helding elections, referendum or recall of a deputy shall ba farmed
in regions and towns by the regional or town (subordinated to Oblast) executive
committees and in towns divided into districts by the district administrations.

In military units, polling stations shall be formed in the same manner according to
recommendations of the military units commanders.



Beyond the Republic of Belarus, polling stations for elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives and the republican
referendum for citizens of the Republic of Belarus staying in the territory of fareign
states shall be formed by the heads of diplomatic representations {consular
institutions) of the Republic of Belarus operating in the territory of the respective
fareign states accerding to the procedure established by the Central Commission.

Electoral precincts and polling stations shall be formed not later than two manths
befare the elections and not later than twenty-five days before the referendum.

When a recall of a deputy is organised, polling stations shall be formed net later than
seven days after the appointment of the day of voting far the deputy recall,

Formation of polling stations shall be organised to hold elections of the President of
the Republic of Belarus, deputies of local Councils of Deputies and the referendum
on agreement with the respective regional, town or town district territorial
commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, regional or
town electoral commissions on elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies
and the regional, town or town district commissions on the referendum whereas in
case of elections of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives — on agreement with
the district electoral commissions.

The bodies that have formed polling stations shall be obliged to inform, not [ater than
within a ten-day period, the electors or participants in the referendum about the
borders of each polling station specifying the place of location of the district
commission and the room for voting.

Chapter 5. Lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections,
referendum or voting for the recall of a deputy

Aflicle 19.  Lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections,
referendum or voting for the recall of a deputy and the procedure
for their compilation

Lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives, deputies of local
Councils of Deputies, referendum or vating for the recall of a deputy of the Chamber
of Representatives or a deputy of local Council of Deputies shall be compiled for
each polling station and signed by the chairman and the secretary of the precinct

commission.

Town, settlement and rural executive committees, and in towns divided into distnets —
district administrations, district executive committees in towns and urbanised
settlements where no town or settlement executive committees have been formed
shall provide for the account of electors and participants in the referendum and shall
hand over to the precinct commissions the lists of citizens of the Republic of Belarus
living in the territery of the respective polling stations and having the right to take part
in elections, referendum or voting for the recall of a deputy signed by the chairmen of
the respective executive committees and in towns divided into districts - by the heads
of the district administration,



Lists of citizens who are servicemen staying in military units as well as of members of
families of servicemen and other electors and participants in the referendum living in
the region of location of the military units shall be compiled on the basis of the data
provided by the military unit commanders. Servicemen living cutside military units
shall be included into the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections,
referendum or recall of a deputy at the place of residence on common grounds.

Lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections, referendum or voting for
the recall of a deputy for polling stations formed in sanatoria, preventaria, rest
homes, hospitals and other stationary medical treatment and prevention institutions
shall be compiled on the basis of the data provided by the heads of the above
institutions.

Lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives or a republican
referendum for polling stations formed beyond the Republic of Belarus shall be
compiled on the basis of the data provided by the heads of diplomatic
representations (consular institutions) of the Republic of Belarus operating in the
territory of the respective foreign stales.

Surnames of citizens in the list shall be shown in the erder convenient for helding the
vating.



Article 20, Procedure of inclusion into the list of citizens who have the right
to take part in elections, referendum or voting for recall of a

deputy

Into the list of citizens who have the right to take part in elections, referendum or
voting for recall of a deputy shall be included all citizens of the Republic of Belarus
who have reached, by the day or on the day of elections, referendum or voting for
recall of a deputy, the age of 18, live permanently or temporarily in the territory of the
given polling station by the time the list is cempiled and have the right to take part in
elections, referendum or voting for recall of a deputy.

A citizen who has the right to take part in elections, referendum or voting for recall of
a deputy may be included into the list only at one polling station.

Inte the list of citizens who have the right to take part in elections of the President of
the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives or a republican
referendum at the polling station formed beyond the Republic of Belarus shall be
included citizens of the Republic of Belarus wha live in the foreign state or stay on a
lang-time fareign business trip. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus who have arrived
to the foreign state in connection with a private, official, business or tourist trip shall
also be included into this list when they address the precinct commission,

Article 21.  Familiarisation with the lists of citizens who have the right to take
part in elections, referendum ar voting for recall of a deputy. Right
of appeal against irregularities in the list

Lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections, referendum or voting for
recall of a deputy shall be provided for familiarisation by everyone fifteen days befere
the elections, referendum or voting for recall of a deputy whereas at polling stations
formed in sanatoria, preventoria, rest homes, hospitals and other stationary medical
treatment and prevention institutions — two days before the elections, referendum or

voling for recall of a deputy.

Citizens who have the right to take part in elections, referendum aor vating for recall of
a deputy but who settled in the territory of the polling station after the submission of
the list for familiarisation by everyone as well as citizens who were not included into
the list for any reason shall be included additicnally by the precinct commission into
the list on the ground of the documents certifying the identity and the residence in the

territary of the given pelling station.

Citizens shall be given cpportunity to familiarise themselves with the list and check
the correctness of its compilation in the room of the precinct commission.

Each citizen shall be given the right to appeal against nan-inclusion, incorrect
inclusion into the list or exclusion from the list as well as against irregularities in the
list in specifying data on the citizen. The application on irregularities in the list shall
be considered by the precinct commission which shall be obliged, not later than
within a two-day period or, on the day of elections, referendum or voting for recall of
a deputy, immediately, cansider the application, make the required corrections in the
list or submit to the applicant a motivated copy of decision on rejection of his
application. The decision of the precinct commission may be appealed against in a
superior commission which shall be obliged to consider the appeal not later than
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within a three-day period and on the day of vote — immediately, The decision of the
precinct commission may also be appealed against not later than five days befare the
elections, referendum or voting for recall of a deputy in the regional (district) or town
court of law that shall be cbliged to consider the appeal within a three-day period.
The decision of the regional (district) or town court of law shall be final. Carrection in
the list in conformity with the decision of the superior commission or the court shall be
made immediately by the precinct commission.

Lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections shall be particularised by
the precinct commission on the eve of each round of voling.

SECTION Ill.Powers of the President of the Republic of Belarus and state
bodies in erganising the preparation of elections, reforendum and
recall of a deputy or a member of the Council of the Republic. The
system of commissions on holding elections, referendum and
recall of the deputy

Chapter 9, Powers of the President of the Republic of Belarus and state
bodies in organising the preparation of elections, referendum or
recall of a deputy or a member of the Council of the Republic

Article 22. Powers of the President of the Republic of Belarus in organising
the preparation of elections and a republican referendum

The President of the Republic of Belarus shall:

1) appoint ordinary and extracrdinary elections to the Chamber of Representatives
and determine organisational measures for securing their holding;

2) appoint ordinary and extracrdinary elections to the Council of the Republic and
determine organisational measures for securing their holding;

3) appoint ardinary and extraordinary elections to the local Councils of Deputies and
organisational measures for securing their holding;

4) appoint elections to the local Councils of Depulies in newly formed territorial
administrative units;

5) in case of dissolution of the local Council of Deputies by the Council of the
Republic, appoint elections to this local Council of Deputies; and

6) appoint the republican referendum and determine organisational measures for
securing its holding.

Articlea 23. Powers of the Chamber of Representatives in organising the
preparation of voting and the republican referendum

The Chamber of Representatives shall:

1) appoint elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus and determine
organisational measures for securing their holding; and
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2) pravide in the republican budget resources for the holding of elections of the
President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives,
deputies of the local Councils of Deputies and the repu blican referendum.

Article 24,  Powers of local executive and administrative as well as
representative bodies in organising the preparation of elections,
referendum or recall of a deputy or a member of the Council of the
Republic

The Oblast and the Minsk City executive committees shall;

1) prepare proposals on the formation of electoral districts for elections to the
Chamber of Reprasentatives and the Oblast and the Minsk City Councils of Deputies;

2) form district electoral commissions cn elections to the Chamber of
Representatives as well as correspandent district electoral commissions on elections
to the Oblast Council of Deputies and, in the City of Minsk, temitorial electoral
commissions exercising in the districts of the City of Minsk powers of the district
electaral commissions on elections to the Minsk City Council of Deputies; and

3} form the Oblast and the Minsk City territorial commissions on elections of the
President of the Republic of Belarus and on elections to the local Councils of
Deputies as well as the Oblast and the Minsk City com missions of referendum.

Regicnal and town (in towns subordinated to Oblast) executive committees shall:

1y prepare proposals on the formation of electoral districts for elections to the
regional and town Councils of Deputies; and

2) farm regional and town territorial commissions on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and on elections to the local Councils of Deputies as well as
regional and town commissions on referendum.

District administrations in towns divided into districts shall form town district
commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, and the

referandum.

District and town (in towns subardinated to Oblast) executive committees and district
administrations in towns shall form electoral precincts and precinct commissions
when holding elections, referendum or recall of a deputy.

Town, seftlement and rural executive committees, district administrations in towns
and district executive committees in towns and urbanised settlements where town or
settlemant executive committees are not formed shall provide the account of citizens
and hand over to the precinct commissians the lists of citizens living in the territory of
the respective electoral precinets and having the right to take part in elections,
referendum or recall of a deputy.

Regicnal, town, settlemeant and rural executive committees and executive committees
of district administrations in towns shall:



1) organise the provision to the commissions on elections of the President af the
Republic of Belarus, electoral commissions, commissions on the referendum and
commissions on the holding of voting for recall of a deputy of rooms for location of
the commissions and holding of 'u'ntlng as well as the required equipment,
communication and transport facilities al::mrdmg to the procedure established by the
Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus:

2) assist in organising meetings of candidates for the position of the Prasident of the
Hepub ic of Belarus and for deputies wnih the electors and secure free-of-charge
provision to them of rooms for these purpnses as wall as of the required infermation
materials: solve issues on provision of rooms for public discussion of the proposals
oifered for the referendum; and

3) allocate in the territory of pelling stations places for location of agitation printed
materials.

Regional and town executive committees, district administrations in towns as well as
the Oblast and the Minsk City executive cammittees, when citizens of the Republic cf
Belarus initiate holding of a referendum, shall verify authenticity of the signatures of

citizens in the signature lists for the refere'ndum and take decisions on the results of
collection of citizens' signatures.

Local executive and administrative bedies shall also exercise other powers
stipulated in this Code and other Ieg:slslutwa acts of the Republic of Belarus on
elections, referendum and recall of the deputy.

Presidiums of the Minsk City, regional aﬂd town (in towns subordinated to Oblast)
Councils of Deputies and the respective executive committees shall nominate
candidates for membership in the Couneil of tha Republic as well as initiate (with the
exception of the Minsk City Council of |DEput|Es Presidium and the Minsk City
Executive Committee) the issue on recall of the member of the Council of the
Republic.

Presidiums of the Oblast and the Minsk C:I'J,r Councils of Deputies and the respective
executive committeas shall cenvene EIHII'IQE of deputies of lccal Councils of Deputies
of the base level of the Oblast and of depﬁtles of the Minsk City Council of Deputies
on elections and recall of members of the Council of the Republic.

Local Councils of Deputies shall appoint respectively Oblast, regional, town,
settiement and rural referendums and voting for recall of the deputy as well as

elections of deputies instead of those who
The chairman ar the presidium of the local

1) convene meetings of electors for initiati
deputy; and

2) organise verification of the authenticity

lists in support of the proposal on iniliatmr

make up a record on the results of the sign

left their positions.

Council of Deputies shall;
on and raising of the issue of recall of the
of signatures of electors in the signature

1 of the issue on recall of the deputy and
ature collection.




Chapter 7. The system of commissions on holding elections of the President
of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives, deputies of local Councils of Deputies, the
referendum and voting for recall of a deputy

Article 25.  The systom of commissions on holding elections, the referendum
and recall of a deputy

Preparation and holding of electiens of the President of the Republic of Belarus,
deputies of the Chamber of Representatives, deputies of local Councils of Deputies
ar the referendum shall be provided by the Central Commission as well as by the
following respective commissions:

commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus;

alactoral commissions on elections of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives;
alactaral commissions on elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies;
commissions an the referendum.

Preparation and holding of the recall of a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives
or a deputy of the local Council of Deputies shall be provided by the Central

Commission and
commissions on holding voting for recall of the deputy.

Article 26. The Central Commission

The Central Commission shall organise, within its powers, the helding of elections of
the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives, members of the Council of the Republic, deputies of the local
Councils of Deputies and of other persons elected for state positions by the peaple,
and the halding of republican referendums and shall solve issues connected with the
organisation of recall of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives and members of
the Council of the Republic as well as exercise in the entire territory of the Republic
of Belarus control over execution of legislation on elections, referendum and recall of
deputies and members of the Council of the Republic.

The Central Commission shall manage the system of commissions on elections of
the President of the Republic of Belarus, electoral commissions and commissions an
the referendum that operate during the period of preparation and helding of elections
and republican referendums.

The Central Commission shall be a permanent warking bedy, shall have the status of
the legal entity and a seal depicting the State Emblem of the Republic of Belarus as
well as its own name and a bank account.

Article 27. Commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus

Preparation and halding of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall
be provided far by the following commissions:

the territarial commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus -

by the Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town (in towns subordinated to Oblast), town
district commissions en elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus; and
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precinct commissians on elections of the

In appointing elections of the President o
Representatives may take a decision not t

President of the Republic of Belarus.

f the Republic of Belarus the Chamber of

D form Oblast, Minsk City, regional or town

(in towns subordinated to Oblast) r:nmm:asmna on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus but to impose the Executlun of their powers on the operating
Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town (in towns subordinated to Cblast) territorial

electoral commissions,

Commissions on electior
Representatives

Article 28.

Preparation and helding of elections

15 of deputies of the Chamber of

of the deputies of the Chamber of

Representatives shall be provided for by the following electoral commissions:

district electoral commissions; and
precinct electoral commissions.

Commissions on elections
Deputies

Article 29,

of deputies of local Councils of

FPreparation and helding of elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies shall be
provided for by the following electoral commissions:

territorial electoral commissicns — the Ob

last, Minsk City, regional, town (in towns

subordinated to Oblast and region), settlement and rural:

district electoral commissions on ElEGlIDﬂS- to the Oblast Councils of Deputies and
territorial electoral commissions that exeqclse in the districts of the City of Minsk
powers of district electoral commissions on elections to the Minsk City Council of

Deputies (one commission shall be formed

+ precinct electoral commissions,

in each district of the City of Minsk); and




Article 20. Commissions on the holding of voting for recall of the deputy

Preparaticn and holding of voting for recall of a deputy shall be executed by the
following commissions:

district commissions an the holding of voting for recall of a deputy of the Ghamber of
Representatives or a deputy of the Oblast Council of Deputies;

territarial commissions on the holding of voting for recall of a deputy of the Oblast,
Minsk City, regional, town (in towns subordinated to Cblast and region), settlement or

rural Caouncil of Deputies, and
precinct commissions on the holding of voting for recall of a deputy.

When voting for recall of a deputy of a local Council of Deputies is held, the territerial
commissians an the holding of veting for recall of the deputy shall not be fermed and
their powers shall be exercised by the operating Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town,
seftlement or rural territarial electoral commissions, respectively.

Article 31. Commissiens on the referendum

Preparation and holding of a republican referendum shall be provided for by the
following commissians:

the Oblast and Minsk City commissions on the referendum;

the regional, town (in towns subordinated to Oblast) and town district commissions
on the referendum; and

the precinct commissions on the referendum.

In appointing the republican referendum the President of the republic of Belarus may
take a decision not to form the Oblast, Minsk City, regicnal or town (in towns
subardinated to Oblast) commissions on the referendum but to impose the execution
of their powers on the operating Oblast, Minsk City, regional or town (in towns
subardinated to Oblast) territorial electoral commissians.

Preparation and holding of a local referendum shall be provided for by:

of an Oblast or Minsk City referendum — by the Oblast, Minsk City, regicnal, town (in
iowns subordinated to Oblast), town district and precinct commissions an the
referendum;

of a regional, town (in towns subordinated to Oblast) or town district referendum - by
the regional, town, town district and precinct commissions on the referendum; and

of a town (in towns subordinated to regions), setflement or rural referendum — by the
town, settlement, rural and precinct commissions on the referendum.

In case when a republican and a local referendum are appointed and held

simultanecusly, commissions formed according to the procedure stipulated by this
Cede shall be joint commissions for all referendums held simultaneously.
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Chapter 8. Formation, powers and organisation of work of the Central

Commission

Article 32.

Formation and organisation of work of the Contral Commission

Formation and organisation of work of the Central Commission are defined by the

Law of the Republic of Belarus "On the
Belarus on Elections and Holding of Repub

Article 33. Powers of the Central Com
The Central Cemmission shall:
1) arganise the halding of elections of t

deputies of the Chamber of Representat
Republic, deputies of local Councils of D

Central Commissiocn of the Republic of
lican Referendums”.

mission

he President of the Republic of Belarus,

ves and members of the Council of the
uties and other persons elected for state

e
positions by the people, and the holding f‘ republican referendums; exercise in the
entire territory of the Republic of Belarus contral over execution uf legislation an
elections, referendum and recall of depulle5 and membears of the Council of the
Republic; give explanations of this rEg|sIatfr::n for the purpose of its uniform use and
address, when required, subjects that have the right of legislative initiative with
proposals on interpretation of this Code and other legislative acts of the Republic of
Belarus on elections, referendum and recall of deputies and members of the Council
of the Republic;

2) direct activities of the commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus, electoral commissions, commissions on the referendum, commissions en
the holding of voting for recall of deputies, hear their information, provide to these
commissions methodelegical, organisational and technical aid, and, when reguired,
decide in essence the issue referred to Ihelcﬂmpetenﬂe of a lower commission;

puties of the Chamber of Representatives
ors per electoral district in the Republic of

3) form electoral districts for elections of de
and establish the average number of elect
Belarus:

4) decide guestions on the procedure of participation of citizens of the Republic of
Belarus who stay outside the Republic of Belarus in elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Ehamher of Representatives and the republican
referendum and an the formation of eler:tural precincts; on recommendations of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 'of Belarus, take decisiens on assignment
of the polling stations formed abroad to the territorial administrative units or electoral
districts in the territary of the Republic of Belarus;

5) make conclusions on the competence m‘lnuminatinn of candidates for membership
in the Council of the Republic, register candidates nominated for membership in the
Council of the Republic, summarise the results of elections of members of the
Council of the Republic, register the elected members of the Council of the Republic
and publish in press the [ists of elected members of the Council of the Republic as
well as convene the first post-election session of the Council of the Republic;

B) register:
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the initiative groups of citizens for nemination of candidates fer the position of the
President of the Republic of Eelarus;

the candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and their
proxies and issue to them the respective certificates,

the initiative group of citizens on the helding of the republican referendum and the
issues proposad by it for the republican referendum;

the initiative group of citizens for the collection of signatures in support of proposals
an initiation of the issue of recall of a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives;

the initiative group of citizens on implementation of the right of legislative initiative
and the bill suggested by it for bringing it in before the Chamber of Representatives;

7) provide for the observance of equal legal conditions for election activities of
political parties, other public assaciations, candidates for the position of the President

and candidates for deputies;
8) define the procedure of use of state mass media in the election campaign;

9) make up and approve estimates of expenditures for the holding of elections, a
republican referendum or recall of a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives within
the funds allocated from the republican budget, form an extra-budgetary fund for the
halding of elections or a republican referendum for veluntary remittance of funds of
arganisations, public associations and citizens and approve the regulations on the
fund: distribute monetary resources allocated from the republican budget and the
extra-budgetary fund ameng the commissions on elections of the Fresident of the
Republic of Belarus, electoral commissions, commissions on the referendum and
commissions on the holding of voting far recall of a deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives, control the target use of these resources as well as the provisicn to
the commissions of rooms, transport facilities, communication facilities, and consider
ather issues of their support with material and technical facilities; inform the Chamber
of Representatives about the use of resources allocated from the budget for the
holding of elections, the republican referendum or recall of the deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives; and publish the repert on the use of resources from the

extra-budgetary fund,

10) establish the forms of ballot papers and the list of citizens who have the right to
take part in elections, referendum and voting for recall of deputies, minutes of
electoral meetings and sittings of commissions and other documents on elections,
referendum and recall of deputies, specimens of ballot boxes and seals of
commissions and the procedure of keeping of documents on elections and

referendum:

11} hear information of state bodies and bodies of public asscciations on issues
connected with the preparation and holding of elections and referendum;

12) in case when elections are held simultaneously with a referendum, establish that
the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in the elections and the
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referendum, the polling stations and the tf.*n'imr]al and precinct commissions should
be the same for the elections and the raferlenﬂurn:

13) summarise the results of the e!erltl'nns and the referendum and publish
information about them in mass media; register the elected deputies of the Chamber
of Representatives and publish their list in; press, and convene the first post-election
session of the Chamber of Representatives;

14) issue to the elected President of the |Republic of Belarus and members of the
Council of the Republic certificates on their election;

15) solve issues connected with the holding of a second round of voting, new
elections and elections of the President nﬁthe Republic of Belarus in case when the
position of the President is vacant as well as new voling in the referendum;

15) solve issues connected with the crganisation of recall of deputies of the Chamber
of Representatives and members of the Council of the Republic, appeint elections of
deputies of the Chamber of Representatives instead of the deputies who have left
their position and provide its holding;

17) consider applications and complaints about decisions and actions of the
commissions on elections of the FI‘EEEL‘IEHI of the Republic of Belarus, the electoral
commissions, the commissicns on the referendum and the commissions on the
holding of voting for recall of deputies and make decisions on them;

18) study and generalise practices of the|application of the legislation on elections
and referendum and put forward before the subjects having the right of legislative
initiative proposals on improvement of the legislation on elections and referendum:

18) set up working groups and other structlres for arganisational, legal and technical
support of elections and referendum;

20) establish and develop ties with bodies of other states and international
organisations dealing with issues of crganisation of the holding of elections and
referendum; and

21) exercise other powers in conformity with this Code and other legislative acts of
the Republic of Belarus.




Chapter 8. Formation of the commissions on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives,
deputies of local Councils of Deputies, on the referendum and the
holding of veting for recall of a deputy. Procedure of alteration of
the composition of the commissions and of organisation of their

waork

Article 34, Formation of the commissions on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives,
deputies of local Councils of Deputies, on the referendum and the
helding of voting for recall of a deputy

The commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies
of the Chamber of Representatives, deputies of local Councils of Deputies, on the
referendum and the holding of voting for recall of a deputy formed from
representatives specified in part cne of Article 11 of this Code shall be formed:

the Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, the Oblast and the Minsk City territorial electoral cemmissions
an elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies, the Oblast and the Minsk City
commissions on the referendum = by the Oblast and the Minsk City executive
committees with the membership of the commissicn 9 to 13 persons; the said
commissions shall ke formed respectively not later than 80 and 85 days befare the
elections and one month before the referendum,

the district electoral commissions on elections of deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of the Oblast Councils of Deputies, the territarial
electoral commissions exercising in the districts of the City of Minsk powers of the
district electoral commissions on elections to the Minsk City Council of Deputies — by
the Chblast and the Minsk City executive committees with the membership of the
commission 9 to 13 persons not later than 75 days before the elections;

the regional, town and town district commissions on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, the regional and town (in towns subordinated to QOblast)
territarial electoral commissions on elections of deputies of local Councils of
Deputies, the regional, town and town district commissions on the referendum - by
the regional and town executive committees whereas the town district commissions
on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus - by the district
administrations with the number of members on the commission 9 to 13 persons; tha
said commissions shall be formed respectively not later than 80 and 85 days before
the elections and one month before the referendum,

the town (in towns subordinated to regions), settlement and rural territerial electoral
commissians an elections of deputies of the town, settlement and rural Councils of
Deputies and the town (in towns subordinated to regicns), settlement and rural
territcrial electoral commissions on the referendum - by the town, settlement and
rural executive committees with the number of members on the commission 7 to 11
members, not later than 85 days before the elections and one month before the
referendum;

the district commissions on the holding of voting for recall of a deputy of the Chamber
of Representatives or a deputy of the Oblast Council of Deputies — by the Oblast
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executive committees with the number cinf members on the commission 8 to 13
persons, not later than five days as from the day of the decision taken on the
appointment of voting for recall of the depuly; and

the precinct commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus,
the precinct electoral commissions on elections of deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of local Councils of Deputies, the precinct
commissions on the referendum and IhEI| precinct commissions an the helding of
voting for recall of the deputy — by the regianal and town executive committees and in
towns divided into districts — by the diE:tﬁCt administrations with the number of
members on the commission 5 to 19 persons, not later than 45 days befere the
elections, 20 days before the referendum and 10 days as from the day of taking the
decision on the appeintment of voling for recall of the deputy, respectively. In
required cases, the composition of the pfecinct commission may be increased or
decreased,

Decision on the formation of commissions specifying their composition, place of
location and telephone numbers shall be published within a seven-day pericd in
press or shall be otherwise made known to citizens (electars).

Beyond the Republic of Belarus, when elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus or deputies of the Chamber of Representatives or a republican referendum
are held, the precinct commissions shall be formed by the heads of diplomatic
representations (consular institutions) of the Republic of Belarus operating in the
territory of the respective foreign states.

Procedure for nomination o
and precinct commissions

Article 35.

Political parties, other public associations
collectives of their structural divisions as we
application may nominate only ane repres
territarial, district and precinct commission.

The following bodies shall have the rig
members of the commissions:

the republican managerial bodies of politi

f representatives for territorial, district

. labour collectives of arganisations or
Il as citizens by way of submissions of the
entative in each case for the respective

it to nominate their representatives as

| parties and other public associations —

for the district electoral commissions on elections of deputies of the Chamber of

Representatives;

the territorial managerial bodies of political
have lower organisational structures — f
precinct commissions; meetings of their
territory of the region, town, settlement o
subordinated to regions), settlement and ru

managerial bodies of political parties and
their representatives for the commission at

meeltings (conferences) of labour collective
of the region, town, town district, settlemen

parties and other public asscciations that
or the respective territorial, district and
primary organisations operating in the
r rural Council — for the town (in towns
ral territorial and precinct commissions;

other public associations shall nominate
heir sitlings;

s of organisations located in the territory
t and rural Council with the number of the
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emplayees not less than 30 persons — for the territorial, district and precinct
commissions. Representatives for membership on the town (in towns subordinated to
regions), settlement, rural termitorial and precinct commissions may be neminated
also at meetings of workers of the structural subdivisions of organisations including
not less than 10 employees. When representatives for the commissions are
naminated from the structural subdivisions, nomination of representatives for the
same commissions from the whele labour callective shall not be made. The meeting
is competent if it is attended by mare than half the composition of the callective.
Conferences in labour collectives shall be held if convocation of meetings presents a
problem because of the number of employees, multi-shift operation conditions or
territorial scatter of the structural divisions and shall be competent when they are
attended by at least two-thirds of the delegates elected according to the procedure
established in the labour collective. Decision of the meeting (conference) of a labour
collective shall be taken by the majority of vates of its participants.

Also citizens enjoying suffrage shall have the right to nominate their representatives
as members of the commissions by way of submissions of the application:

when nominating a representative for the district electoral commissien for elections of
deputies of the Chamber of Representatives, if the application is signed by not less
than 100 citizens living in the territory of the electoral district

when nominating a representative for the territorial (except for settlement and rural)
and district electoral commissions for elections of the Oblast Councils of Deputies
and the territorial electoral commissions that execute in the districts of the City of
Minsk the powers of the district electoral commissions for elections aof deputies of the
Minsk City Council of Deputies, if the application is signed by not less than 30
citizens living in the respective territary;

when nominating a representative for the settlement and rural territarial and precinct
commissions, if the application is signed by not less than 10 citizens living in the
territory of the settlement, rural Council or the polling station, respectively.

Nomination of representatives for the commissions on the helding of voting for recall
of a deputy shall be made accerding to the procedure stipulated by parts two and
three of this article,

When nominating a representative for the respective commission, minutes of the
meeting (conference) or sitting or an application signed by citizens shall be submitted
to the body that forms the commissions not later than three days befare the term set
by this Cede far the formation of the respective commission.

The minutes shall specify the name of managerial bady of the political party or
another public association that nominated its representative for the commission, its
address and telephone number, the number of the members of the body (collective),
the number of the participants in the meeting or sitting of this body (collective), the
results of the voting, the date of decision making, the surname, name and patronymic
name, the date of birth, the position occupied (occupation), the place of work and
residence of the persons nominated as member of the commission. The respective
data shall be specified also in the minutes of the meeting of the labour collective, a
primary erganisation of the paolitical part er of another public association, The minutes
shall be signed by the chairman and secretary of the meeting or sitting. The
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application of citizens who nominated a representalive for the commissions by
submitting an application shall specify the mspectwe data, enumerated in this part of
this article, on the person ncminated as member of the commission as well as the
surnama, name and patronymic name, the date of birth and the address of each

citizen who signed the application,

The executive and administrative bodies that form the commission shall have the
right to include their representatives as members of these commissions.
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Article 36.  Procedure of alteration of the commissions' composition

The person who is member of the commission shall be freed from execution of his
duties on the commission through his own application as well as in case of recall or
termination of his powers.

The right of recall shall belong to citizens or the body that nominated the persan as
member of the commission. The recall of the persan who is member of the
commission shall be executed according to the procedure established for nomination,

Powers of the person who is member of the commission shall be terminated by the
body that formed the commission in case of violation of requirements of this Code or
systematic default of his duties by the said person.

If a person leaves the commission (due to the causes specified or other causes) the
political party, other public association, the labour collective or citizens by way of
submission of the application may nominate a new representative as member of the
commission accerding to the procedure established by this Code.

Article 37.  Organisation of work of territorial, district and precinct
commissions

The first sitting of the territorial, district and precinct commission shall be convened
by the bodies that formad the commissions not later than three days after the day of

their formation.

The chairman, the deputy chairman and the secretary of the commission shall be
elected at the first sitting of the respective commission from its members.

Sittings of the commissian shall be convened and held by the chairman ar, if he is
absent or on his instruction, by the deputy chairman of the commission. Sittings of
the commission shall be held also on demand of not less than one third of the
commission members,

Sittings of the commission shall be competent if they are attended by not less than
two thirds of the commission members, Decisiens of the commissian shall be taken
by an open voting by the majority of votes of the total membership of the
commission. If the number of votes is equal, the decisive shall be the vote of the
chairman. Members of the commission who disagree with its decision shall have the
right to speak out their special opinion that shall be appended to the minutes in

writing.
The member of the commission shall have the right to:

put forward proposals to the agenda of the commissian sitting as well as an the
issues that are within the competence of the commission;

speak at the sittings of the commission and demand the helding of the voting on the
proposals put forward,

ask question to the participants in the commission sitting in confermity with the
agenda and receive answers to them in essence;

23



familiarise himself with the documents and
a member and of lower commissions: and

exercise other powers in canfermity with th

The member of the commission shall be ohb

'maternals of the commission of which he is

B competence of the commission.

liged to:

cbserve the Constitution of the Republic

of Belarus, fulfil the requirements of this

Code and other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus on elections, referendum
and recall of the deputy; not to commit actions discrediting the commission:

take part in the commission sittings and i{ he is unable to take part in the sitting —
report about this to the commission management;

take part in the preparation of the commiss
the commission; and

ion sittings and verifications perfermed by

fulfil the commission decisions and charges of the commission and of its
management. Decisions of superior commissions taken within its competence shall
be obligatory for lower commissions.

Decisions and actions of the commission
commission and in cases stipulated in th
Republic of Belarus in a court of law as wel

may be appealed against in a superior
s Code and cther legislative acts of the
I

On decision of the commission its certain
of preparation and holding of elections, re
performance of production or cffice duties
expense of the resources allocatad for the
of the deputy.

embers may be freed, during the period
ferendum or recall of a deputy, from the
with retention of the average salary at the
holding of elections, referendum or recall

FPayment for wark of the members of the commissicn and its staff may also be made
proceeding from the actual working hours on the commission,

Persons who are members of the commission shall have no right to take 'part in
agitatian for or against a candidate for the pns:han of the President of the Republic of
Belarus or for deputy, for or against a bill or ancther issue proposed for the
referendum or for ar against recall of a deputy.

Article 3B. Assistance to commissions in exercising their powers

Crganisations, state bodies, public associations and official persens shall be obliged

to render assistance to commissions in exercise by them of their powers and submit
data and materials required for their work.

The commissions shall have the right to| address, on issues connected with the
preparation and holding of elections, referendum or recall of a deputy, to state
bodies, public associations, heads of enlerprises, institutions, organisations and

other official persons wha shall be obliged tﬂ consider the Issue addressed and give
an answer to the commission not later than wﬂhm a three-day period.
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Article 39,  Powers of the Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on elections
of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of local
Councils of Deputies, on the referendum and the holding of voting

for recall of a deputy

The Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on elections cf the President of the
Republic of Belarus, deputies of local Councils of Deputies, on the referendum and

the haolding of veting for recall of a deputy shall:

1) organise the holding of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus,
deputies of the Oblast and the Minsk City Councils of Deputies, the republican, the
Oblast or the Minsk City referendum and the voting on recall of a deputy of the
Oblast or the Minsk City Council of Deputies and exercise control over the
observance of the requirements of this Code and other legislative acts of the
Republic of Belarus on elections, referendum and recall of a deputy in the territory of

the Oblast and the City of Minsk;

2) lead activities of the regional, town, town district and precinct commissions;

3) hear infarmatien of the officials (workers) of the local executive and administrative
bodies and organisations on issues connected with the preparation and haolding of
elections, referendum and recall of a deputy of the local Council of Deputies;

4) cantrol over the campilation of the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in
elections, referendum or recall of a deputy and the presentation of them for

farniliarisation by everyone;

5) dispose of monetary resources allocated for the preparation and holding of
elections, referendum or recall of a deputy; distribute part of these resources amang
lower commissions on the holding of elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus, deputies of local Councils of Deputies, the republican, Oblast or Minsk City
referendum, recall of a deputy and exercise control over target use of the allocated
resources; contral the provision to the commissions of rooms, transport and
communication facilities, and consider other issues of pravision ef material, technical
and organisational facilities for securing the holding of elections, referendum or recall

of a deputy; and

B) consider applications and complaints against decisions and actions of lower
commissions and take decisions an them.

When holding elections of deputies of local Councils of deputies the Oblast and the
Minsk City territorial electoral commissions, in addition to the powers stipulated in
part one of this article, shall:

1) form the electoral districts for elections to the Oblast and the Minsk City Council of
Deputies on recommendation of the Oblast and the Minsk City executive commiittee;

2) lead activities of the district electoral commissions on elections to the Oblast
Council of Deputies and the territorial electoral commissions exercising in the districts
of the City of Minsk the powers of the district electoral commissions on elections to

the Minsk City Council of Deputies;
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3) summarise the results of elections for
Deputies and submit information about th
elected deputies; publish infarmation an

elected deputies of the Oblast and the Min

the Oblast and the Minsk City Councils of
Is to the Central Commission; register the
he resulls of elections and the list of the
sk City Councils of Deputies;

4) crganise the holding of a second round| of voting, new elections of deputies of the
Oblast and the Minsk City Councils of Deputies and elections of deputies instead of
deputies who have left their position;

5) hand aver to the commission of the QCblast and the Minsk City Councils of
Deputies which supervises issues of mandate the documentation required for
verification of the powers of deputies elected for each electoral districts: and

6) convene the first session of the newly glected Oblast and the Minsk City Councils
of Deputies.

The Minsk City territerial electoral commission, when performing a recall of a deputy
of the Minsk City Council of Deputies, shall directly exercise its powers on the
organisation of recall of the depuly, register the initiative group on collection of
signatures in support of the propesal on initiating the issue on recall of the deputy.
appoint the voting an the recall of the deputy, approve the text of the ballot paper,
secure the making of ballot papers and provision of them to the precinct
commissions, establish the results of voting for recall of the deputy and take decision
on acknowledging the deputy as being recalled by his electars.

The Qblast territorial electoral commission, when performing a recall of a deputy of
the Oblast Council of Deputies, shall register the initiative group on collection of
signatures in support of the proposal on ipitiating the issue on recall of the deputy,
appaint the voting on the recall of the deputy, and, on the basis of the record of the

district commission on the holding of vot
Council of Deputies, shall take decision
recalled by the electors.

ng for recall of the deputy of the Oblast
an acknowledging the deputy as being

When holding elections of the President gf the Republic of Belarus, the Oblast and

the Minsk City commissions on elections @
in additicn to the pawers stipulated by part

1) exercise control over the observanc
namination of the candidate for the pos
Belarus of the requirements of this Cod
secure the adequacy of data cn the numbe

2) on the basis of record of the regiona
elections of the President of the Republi
number of citizens who signed in support
candidate for the paosition of the President
the Central Commission.

f the President of the Republic of Belarus,
one of this article, shall:

e by the initiative group of citizens for
tion of the President of the Republic of
2 during the caollection of signatures and
r of such signatures; and

, town and town district commissions on
¢ of Belarus on the establishment of the
of the proposal on the nomination of the
draw records on this and forward them to

When holding elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus or a referendum,
the Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on elections of the President of the

Republic of Belarus, on the holding of a republican, Oblast or Minsk City referendum,
in addition to the powers stipulated by part one of this article, shall:
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1) provide for the making of ballot papers for elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and for voting in the republican, Oblast or Minsk City referendum
and for the provision of them to the regional, town and town district commissions; and

2) establish the results of the voting in elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus and for the republican referendum in the Oblast and the City of Minsk and
inform about them the Central Commissian.

The Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and deputies af the local Councils of Deputies, in addition to the
powers stipulated in part one of this article, when holding elections of the President of
the Republic of Belarus and deputies of local Councils of Deputies, shall secure the
observance of equal legal conditions for election activities of candidates for the
position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for deputies of local Councils

of Deputies.

The Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on the referendum, in addition to the
powers stipulated in part one of this article, when holding a republican, Oblast or

Minsk City referendum, shall:

1) assist mass media in explaining the content of the question proposed for the
referendum; and

2) pravide for the publication of the results of the referendum in the Oblast and the
Minsk City in local mass media.

The commissicns mentioned in this article shall exercise other powers as well in
conformity with this Code and other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus.

Powers of the Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on elections of the President
of the Republic of Belarus shall be terminated after the official publications of the
results of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus.

Paowers of the Oblast and Minsk City territonal electoral commissions an elections of
deputies of local Councils of Deputies shall be preserved until elections to the local
Councils of Deputies of the new convocation are appointed.

Powers of the Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on the referendum shall
terminate one month after the decision of the referendum comes into force.

Article 40. Powers of the regional and town commissions on elections of the
President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of local Councils of
Deputies, on the referendum and the holding of voting for recall of
a deputy

The regional and the town (in towns subordinated to Oblast) commissions on
elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of local Councils of
Deputies, on the referendum and the halding of veting for recall of a deputy shall:

1) organise the holding of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus,
deputies of the regional and the town Councils of Depulies, the republican, Oblast,
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regional and town referendum, voting for recall of a deputy of the regional and the
town Councils of deputies and shall exermse contral over the observance of the
requirements of this Code and cther Iegislatwe acts of the Republic of Belarus ﬂn
elections, referendum and recall of a deputy in the territary of the region or the town

2) direct activities of the precinct commissions;

3) establish the unified numbering of the polling stations far the region and the town:

4) hear information of the officials (warkers) of the local executive and administrative
bodies, enterprises, institutions and organisations on all issues connected with the
preparation and the holding of elections, referendum and recall of a deputy of the
local Council af Deputies;

5) contrel over the compilation of the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in
elections, referendum cor recall of a deputy and the submission of them for
familiarisation by everyone;

B) dispose of the monetary resources alloc
elections, referendum or recall of a deputy
the precinct commissions on the holding of

ated for the preparation and the holding of
distribute part of these resources among
elections of the President of the Republic

of Belarus and deputies of the local Councils of Deputies, or the referendum and

exercise contrel over the target use of the

allocated resources; control the provision

to the commissions of rooms, transport and communication facilities and consider
other issues of the provision of material, technical and organisational facilities for the

elections, referendum and recall of the dep

ity and

7) cansider applications and complaints against decisions and actions of lower-level

commissions and take decisions on them.

The regional and the town (in towns subordinated to Oblast) territorial electoral

commissions, in addition to the powers s
holding elections of deputies of local Coung

1) form the electeral districts for elections
Deputies on recommendations of the regior

ipulated in part one of this article, when
ils of Deputies, shall:

to the regional or the town Councils of
1al or the town executive committee:

2) direct activities of town (in tewns subdrdinated to region), settlement and rural
territorial electoral commissions;

3) register initiative groups of citizens far Ithe collection of signatures of citizens in
support of the persons proposed for num:nahun as candidates for deputies and the
holding of agilation for their elections, and issue respective certificates to the

members of the initiative groups;
4] assist in the organisation of nomination af candidates for deputies;

5) register the candidates for depulies and their proxies and issue respective

certificates to them;
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B) approve texts of the ballot papers for elections of deputies of the regional or the
town Council of Deputies for each electoral district; and provide for the making of
ballat papers and supply of them to the precinct commissions,

7) organise together with labour collectives and public associations meetings of
candidates for deputies with the electors both in the labour collectives and at the
place of living; and assist in the printing of posters with biography data and electicon
programs of the candidates for deputies;

8) summarise the results of elections for the regional and the town Councils of
Deputies and submit information en them to the Okblast temitorial electeral
commission and register the elected deputies; publish information on the results of
elactions and the list of the elected deputies of the regional and the town Councils of
Deputies and issue certificates to the deputies elected;

g} organise the helding of a second round of veting and new elections of deputias of
the regional and the town Councils of Deputies and elections of deputies instead of
those who have left their position;

10) hand over to the commissian of the regional and the town Councils of Deputies
which supervises the issues of mandate the documentation required far verification of
the powers of the deputies elected in each electoral district; and

11) convene the first session of the newly elected regicnal and town Councils of
Deputies.

The commissians mentioned in part two of this article, when holding a recall of a
deputy of the regianal or town Council of Deputies, shal:

1) register the initiative groups for the collection of signatures in suppor of the
proposal on initiation of the issue on recall of the deputy;

2) appoint the voting on recall of the deputy;

3) approve the text of the ballat paper for recall of the deputy and secure the making
of ballat papers and the provision of them to the precinct commissions; and

4) establish the results of the voting on recall of the deputy and take decision on
acknowledging the deputy as being recalled by the electors.

The regional and the town commissions on elections of the President of the Republic
of Belarus, in addition to the powers stipulated in part ane of this article, when
holding elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, shall:

1) exercise control over the observance by the initiative group of citizens for the
nomination of a candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus
of the requirements of this Code during the collection of signatures and secure the
adequacy of the data on the number of such signatures, and

2) summarise the results for the region and the town on the number of citizens whe

signed in support of the proposal on the nomination of the candidate for the position
of the President of the Republic of Belarus, make up records about this and forward
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them immediately to the Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on elections of the
President of the Republic of Belarus.

The regional and the town commissions on elections of the President of the Republic
of Belarus and cn the holding of the republican, Oblast, Minsk City, regional or tawn
referendum, in addition 1o the powers 5hpmat&d in part one of this article, when
holding elections of the President of lhE: Republic of Belarus or the republican,
Oblast, Minsk City, regianal or tawn referepdum, shall:

1) provide to the precinct commissions of ballot papers for elections of the President
of the Republic of Belarus and for vntmg in the republican, Oblast, Minsk City,
regional or town referendum; and

2) establish the results of the voting in the elections of the President of the Republic
of Belarus and for the republican, Dblasq and Minsk City referendum in the regian
and the town and inform about them the Oblast and the Minsk City commissions; and
establish the results of voting in the regmn'al and the town referendum;

The regional and the town commissions on elections of the President of the Republic
of Belarus and deputies of local Enuncﬂs of Deputies, in addition to the powers
stipulated in part one of this article, whm;: holding electicns of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and of deputies of local Councils of Deputies, shall secure the
observance of equal legal cenditions fnrl electoral activities of the candidates for
deputies for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and the deputias
of local Ceuncils of Deputies.

The regional and the town commissions on the referendum, in addition to the powers
stupmaled in part one of this article, when holding a referendum, shall assist mass
media in explaining the conlent of the quﬂstlun proposed for the referendum; and
pravide for the publication of the results of the referendum for the region or the town
in local mass media.

The town district commissiens on elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus and the republican, Oblast or I'-.’Imsl-: City referendum shall exercise powers of
the regional and the town commissions on elections of the President of the Republic
of Belarus and on the referendum as stipulated in this article.

cle shall also exercise other powers in
live acts of the Republic of Belarus.

The commissions mentioned in this art
conformity with this Code and other legisla

Powers of the regional, town and town |district commissions on elections of the
President of the Republic of Belarus shall terminate after the official publication of the
results of the elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus.

FPowers of the regional and the town territorial electoral commissions cn elections of

deputies of local Councils of Deputies sh
lecal Councils of Deputies of the new conv

all be preserved until the elections to the
peation are appeinted.

Powers of the regional, town and town district commissions an the referendum shall

terminate one month after the decision of t

he referendum came into force.




Article 41.  Powers of the town {in towns subordinated to region), settloment
and rural territorial electoral commissions on elections of deputies
of the town, settlement and rural Councils of Deputies, on the
referendum and on the helding of voting for recall of the deputy

The town (in towns subordinated to region), settlement and rural territorial electoral
commissions on elections of deputies of the town, settlement and rural Councils of
Deputies, on the town, settlement and rural referendum and on the holding of voting

for recall of the deputy shall:

1) organise the holding of elections of deputies of the town, seltlement and rural
Councils of Deputies, of the town, settlement and rural referendum and of the veting
far recall of a deputy of the town, settlement or rural Council of Deputies and exercise
contral over the ohservance of the requirements of this Code and other legislative
acts of the Republic of Belarus on elections, referendum and recall of the deputy in
the territory of the town, settlement or rural Council;

2) direct activities of the precinct commissions;

3) hear information of the officials (workers) of the local executive and administrative
bodies and organisations on the issues connected with the preparation and the
halding of elections, referendum and recall of the deputy of the local Council of

Deputies;

4) control over the compilation of the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in
the elections, referandum or recall of the deputy and the submission of them for

familiarisation by everyone;

5) dispose of monetary resources allocated for the preparation and the halding of
elections, the town, settlement or rural referendum or recall of the deputy of the
respective local Council of Deputies; distribute part of the rescurces allocated fer the
preparation and the holding of the town, settlement or rural referendum among the
precinct commissions and exercise control over the target use of the allocated
resaurces: contrcl over the provision to the precinct commissions of rooms, transport
facilities, communication facilities and consider aother issues of material, technical and
organisational support far securing the elections, referendum or recall of the deputy,

and

6) consider applications and complaints against decisions and actions of the precinct
commissions and take decisians on them,.

The regional, settlemant and rural temitorial electoral commissions, in addition to the
pawers stipulated in part ane of this article, when holding elections of deputies of the
town, settlement or rural Councils of Deputies, shall:

1) form the electoral districts for elections to the town, settlement or rural Councils of
Deputies on recommendations of the town, settlement or rural executive committes:

2) register initiative groups of citizens for the collection of signatures of electers in
support of the persons proposed for the nomination as candidates for deputies and
the holding of agitation for their elections, and issue respective certificates to

members of the initiative groups,

il



3) assist in organisation of the nomination of candidates for deputies;

4) register candidates for deputies and their proxies and issue respective certificates
to them;

3) approve texts of the ballot papers for elections of deputies of the town, setilement
and rural Council of Deputies for each Erer.:tural district; pravide for the making of the
ballat papers and supply of them to precingt commissions:

§) organise together with labour collecti
candidates for deputies with the electors

place of living; and assist in the printing of

yes and public associations meetings of
both in the labour collectives and at the
posters with bicgraphy data and election

programs of the candidates for deputies;

7) secure the observance of equal legal conditions for election activities of the
candidates for deputies of the town, settlement and rural Councils of Deputies:

8) summarise the results of elections for the town, settlement and rural Councils of
Deputies and submit information on them to the regional territerial electoral
commission and register the elected deputies; publish information on the resuilts of
elections and the list of elected deputies of|the town, settlement and rural Councils of
Deputies and issue certificates to the deputies elected;

9) organise the holding of a second round
of the town, settlement and rural Counci

instead of those who have left their position:

of veting and of new elections of deputies
Is of Deputies and elections of deputies

10} hand over to the commission of thu town, settlement and rural Councils of
Deputies which supervises the issues of mandate the documentation required for the
verification of the powers of the deputies elected in each electoral district; and

11) convene the first session of the newly elected town, settlement and rural Councils
of Deputies.

The commissions mentioned in part ane of this article, when helding a recall of a
deputy of the town, settlement and rural Council of Deputles shall;

1) register the initiative groups for the collection of signatures in support of the
praposal on initiation of the issue on recall of the de puty;

2) appoint the voting on the recall of the deputy;

ne recall of the deputy and provide for the
to the precinct commissions; and

3) approve the text of the ballot paper for t
making of ballot papers and supply of them

4) establish the results of the voting on recall of the deputy and take decision an
acknowledging the deputy as being recalled by the electars.

5 on referendum, in addition to the powers
en holding a town, settlement or rural

The town, settlement and rural commission
stipulated in part one of this article, wh
referendum, shall:
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1) pravide to the precinct commissions the ballot papers for voting in the town,
settlement or rural referendum; and

2} establish the results of the voting in the town, settlement and rural referendum and
inform about them in local mass media or make them otherwise known by the

citizens.

The commissions mentionad in this aricle shall also exercise other powers in
canformity with this Code and other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus.

Powers of the town, settlement and rural territorial electeral commissions on elections
of the deputies of local Councils of Deputies shall be preserved until the elactions o
the local Councils of Deputies of the new convocation are appointed.

Powers of the town, settlement and rural cemmissicns on the referendum shall
terminate one month after the decision of the referendum came into force.

Article 42,  Powers of district electoral commissions on elections of deputies
of the Chamber of Representatives and on elections to the Oblast
Councils of Deputies and territorial electoral commissions
exercising in the districts of the City of Minsk the powers of
district electoral commissions on elections to the Minsk City
Council of Deputios

The district electaral commissions an elections of deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and on elections of the Oblast Councils of Deputies and the
territorial electoral commissions exercising in the districts of the City of Minsk powers
of the district electoral commissions on elections to the Minsk City Council of

Deputies shall:

1} organise the helding of elections and exercise control over fulfilment of the
requirements of this Code and other legislative acls of the Republic of Belarus on
elections in the territory of the electoral districts and in the district of the City of Minsk
- in the territory of electoral districts formed in that district;

2) direct activities of the precinct electoral com missions;

3) hear information of the officials (workers) of the local executive and administrative
bodies and organisations on the issues connected with the preparation and the
holding of electians;

4) register initiative groups of citizens for the collection of signatures in support of the
persons proposed for the nomination as candidates for deputies and the helding of
agitation of their elections; and issue the respective certificates to the members of the

initiative groups,
5) assist in the organisation of nomination of candidates for deputies;
6) register candidates for deputies and their proxies and issue respective certificates

to them: and assist in the publication of posters with bicgraphy data and electicn
programs of the candidates for deputies;
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7} exercise control over the cbservance of equal legal conditions for election
activities of the candidates for deputies;

B) assist the candidates for deputies in the organisation of meetings with the electars:

9) control over the compilation of the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in
the elections and the submission of them for familiarisaticn by everyone;

10) dispose of monetary resocurces allocated for the preparation and holding of

elections for the electoral districts, drst:’sbuta part of these resources among the
precinct electoral commissions and !:.andtdates for deputies and exercise control aver
the target use of the allocated resources; control over the pravision to the precinct

commissions of rooms, transport facilities
other issues of material, technical and
elections;

11) approve the texts of the ballot papers
making of the ballot papers and supply of

12) determine and publish in the press

and communication facilities and consider
organisalional support for securing the

for the electoral districts and provide for the
hem to the precinct electoral commissions;

the results of elections for the electoral

distnicts;
13) issue to the deputies certificates on their election after the elected deputies have
been registered by the Central Commission, Oblast or Minsk City territorial electoral
commission, respectively;

14) organise the heolding of a second round of voting and of new elections:

15) consider applications and complain
precinct electoral commissions and take d

15 against decisions and actions of the
2cisions on them; and

16) exercise other powers in confarmity with this Code and other legislative acts af
the Republic of Belarus.

The district electoral commissions on elections of deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives shall establish in the t&n‘litnr',r of the respective electoral district the
unified numbering of the polling stations and the territery electoral commissions
e:terr.:smg in the districts of the City uf Minsk pawers of the district electoral
commissions for elections to the Minsk City Council of Deputies shall establish the
unified numbering of the polling stations |n the territory of the district of the City of
Minsk.

Powers of the electoral commissions mentioned in this article shall terminate

correspondingly after the powers of the glected deputies have been acknowledged
by the Chamber of Representatives, the Oblast or the Minsk City Council of Deputies.
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Article 43.  Powers of the district commission on the helding of voting for
recall of a Deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or a deputy
of the Oblast Council of Deputies

The district commissian on the helding of voting for recall of a Deputy of the Chamber
of Representatives or a deputy of the Oblast Geuncil of Deputies shall:

1) erganise the holding of voting for recall of the deputy and exercise control over the
fulfilment of the requirements of this Code and other legislative acts of the Republic
of Belarus on recall of the deputy in the territory of the electaral district;

2} direct activities of the precinct commissions;

3) contral aver the compilation of the lists of citizens who have the right to take par in
the voting for recall of the deputy and the submission of them for familiarisation by

gveryone;

4} approve the text of the ballot paper for veting for recall of the deputy and pravide
for the making of ballot papers and supply of them to the precinct commissions;

5) dispose of the monetary rescurces allccated for the preparation and the helding of
voling for recall of the deputy and distribute part of these resources among the
precinct commissions and exercise cantrol over the target use of the allocated
resaurces: control over the provision to the precinct commissions of reoms, transport
facilities, communication facilities and consider cther issues of material, technical and
organisational support for securing of the voting for recall of the deputy and

6) consider applications and complaints against decisions and actions of precinct
commissions and take decisions on them,

The precinct commission on the holding ef voting for recall of the deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives shall determine the results of the voting for recall of the
deputy and take decision on acknowledging the deputy as being recalled by the
electors whereas the precinct commission on the holding of veting for recall of the
deputy of the Oblast Council of Deputies shall determine the results of the voting for
recall of the deputy of the Oblast Council of Deputies, make up record about this and
forward it to the Oblast territorial electoral commission,

Powers of the commissions mentioned in this article shall terminate after the efficial
publication of the results of voting for recall of the deputy.

Article 44.  Powers of the precinct commission on clections of the President
of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Represantatives and deputies of local Council of Deputies, on the
referendum and the holding of voting for recall the deputy

The precinct commission on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus,

deputies of the Chamber of Representatives and deputies of local Council of
Deputies, on the referendum and the holding of voting for recall the deputy shall:
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1) secure the cbservance of the requirements of this Code and of other legislative
acls of the Republic of Belarus on elections, referendum and recall of the deputy in
the territary of the polling station:

2) particularise and sign the lists of citizéns who have the right to take part in the
elections, referendum and recall of the deputy for the electoral precinct:

3) familiarise the electors and participants in the referendum with the list of citizens
who have the right to take part in the elections, referendum and recall of the deputy,
consider applications an irregularities in the list and solve the issue on the making of
the relevant modifications in it;

4) inform the electors and participants in the referendum about the place of locaticn,
the working hours and the telephone number of the precinct commission as well as
on the day of elections, referendum or w:tlng for recall of the deputy, and the time
and the place of voting;

3) provide for the implementation of the right of electors and participants in the
referendum, as stipulated in this Code, for advance wvole in the elections or
referendum (with the exception of the premn:t commission an the halding of voting
for recall of the deputy) as well as the presﬂnratrun of the ballot papers;

6) provide for the preparation of the room for wvoting, ballot boxes and other
equipment;

7} control in the territory of the voting over the observance of the agitation material
locatian rules:

B) secure the target use of monetary resources allocated for the holding of elections,
referendum or recall of the deputy;

9) organise the voting an the day of electiops, referendum or recall of the deputy;
10) count the votes and determine the resuits of the voting for the polling station;
11) consider applications and complaints on issues of preparation of elections,

referendum and vating for recall of the deputy and organisation of the voting, count of
votes and take decisions of them;

12} hear information of official persons of the local executive and administrative
bedies, enterprises, institutions and :}rgantsatiuns on the issues connected with the
preparation and halding of elections, referendum or recall of the deputy: and

13) exercise other powers in conformity with this Code and other legislative acts of
the Republic of Belarus.

Powers of the precinct commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives and deputies of local Council of
Deputies and on the holding of voting for recall the deputy shall terminate upan the
completion in the territory of the electoral precinct of elections or recall of the deputy
whereas powers of the precinct mrnrnl*ssmn on the referendum shall terminate one
manth after the decision of the referendum comes into force.
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SECTION IV.Election agitation and agitation for referendum.
Financing of elections, referendum and recall of a deputy or a
member of the Council of the Republic. Liability for viclation of
legislation on elections, referendum and recall of a deputy or a
member of the Council of the Republic

Chapter 10. Election agitation and agitation for referendum and recall of a
deputy or a member of the Council of the Republic

Article 45.  Election agitation and agitation for referendum and recall of a
deputy or a member of the Council of the Republic

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus, political parties, other public associations, labour
collectives and praxies of candidates for the pesition of the President of the Republic
of Belarus and for deputies and the initiative groups making agitation for elections of
candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus or for deputy
shall have the right for free and all-round discussion of election programs of
candidates far the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for
deputies, of their political, business and personal qualities and the holding of
agitation for or against a candidate at meetings, rallies, in mass media as well as
during meetings with electaors.

After the appointment of voting for recall of a deputy electors, the initiative groups
and the proxies of the deputy shall have the right for free and all-round discussion of
the issues connected with the recall of the deputy, his business and personal
qualities and make agitation for or against the recall of the deputy at meetings,
rallies, in mass media as well as during meetings with electars.

At a sitting of deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of the base level of the
Oblast and deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies cn eleclions of members
of the Council of the Republic or on recall of a member of the Council of the Republic
each deputy taking part in the work of the sitting shall have the right for free and all-
round discussion of business and personal qualities of the candidates for
membership in the Council of the Republic or a member of the Council of the
Republic in relation of whom the issue on recall has been initiated and make agitation
for or against the nominated candidates for the membership on the Council of the
Republic and for or against the recall of a member of the Council of the Republic.

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus, political parties and other public associations and
labour collectives shall have the right for free agitation in favour of the proposal for
the holding of a referendum, in favour of adoption of the decision proposed for the
referendum as well as against the proposal on the holding a referendum or against
the decision proposed for the referendum, The holding of meetings with citizens and
public discussion of proposals offered for the referendum shall be in conformity with
the legislation on the procedure of the holding of meetings, rallies, street marches,
demanstrations and picketing and other legislation of the Republic of Belarus.
Foreign citizens shall not have the right to take part in agitation.

Candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for

deputies shall hold meetings with their electors at meetings or in another form
convenient for the electaors.
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Local executive and administrative bodies together with the respective commissions
shall be obliged to assist in the halding of meetings of candidates for the position of
the President of the Republic of Belarus or for deputies with the electors.
Commanders of military units (institutions) shall be obliged to create conditions for
meetings of the perscnnel with candidates out of services hours, State bodies,
enterprises, institutions and arganisations shall provide free-of-charge rooms for the
above purposes.

From the time of registration of candidates for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus or for deputies in the respective commission the political parties,
labour collectives and citizens who have nominated candidates and candidates for
the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for deputies shall have
the right for making election posters, appeals, declarations, notices, lists and
photographic materials (hereinafier called “posters”) at the expense of the resources
allocated to the candidates for these purposes by the respective commission.
Fosters are printed preductions the making of which does not require a special
permit. Agitation printed materials must contain information en the organisations or
the persons responsible for their issue. It is prohibited to spread anonymous agitation
printed materials,

When holding elections, referendum or voting for recall of a deputy, the local
executive and administrative bodies, en agreement with the respective commissions,
shall allocate in the territary of the polling stations places that are most frequentad by
citizens for placemnent of agitation printed materials. The executive and administrative
bedies may prahibit the placement of agitation printed materials in places that are not
assigned for this purpose.

it shall be not allowed to remove, place cver, smear or damage posters if these
posters are made and placed with cbservation of the legislation requirements.

At all polling stations stands with information materials about the candidates shall be
arranged not later than 14 days before the elections. Stands with such information
materials shall be preserved in the volting rooms on the day of elections. When a
referendum is held, the questions (drafts of decisions) proposed for the referendum
must be displayed in the visible place.

Mo agitation shall be allowed on the day of voting. Agitation printed materials that
have been displayed outside the rooms for voting shall be preserved in the same
place.

Article 46. Use of state mass media in election campaign and during the
holding of the referendum

Candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus, for deputies
of the Chamber of Representatives and for deputies of local Councils of Deputies,
paolitical parties, other public associations, labour collectives and citizens who have
nominated their candidates shall have equal right for the use of state mass media
from the time of registration of candidates.

State mass media, mass media partially financed frem the state budget as well as

mass media one of the founders of which is represented by state bodies or
institutions as well as mass media that are partially financed at the expense of state
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funds shall be obliged to secure egual oppeortunities for election appearance of
candidates, publication and making public the questions and the texts of bills affered
for the raferendum and making of agitation for elections or referendum,

The candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall have
the right to publish in the Republican press his election program amounting to up to
five typewritten pages by submitting the text of the above program not later than 20

days before the elections.

The candidate for the deputy of the Chamber of Representatives shall have the right
to publish in the republican or local press his election program amounting to up to
two typewritten pages by submitting the text of the above program not [ater than 20
days before the elections.

Election pragrams of candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of
Belarus and for deputies of the Chamber of Representatives shall be published in the
arder they are received,

The candidate far the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall have
the right to make up to 200,000 posters with the election programme and bicgraphy
data amounting up to five typewritten pages whereas the candidate for the deputy of
the Chamber of Representatives — up to 10,000 such posters amounting up to two
typewritten pages.

The candidate for the deputy of the Oblast or the Minsk City Council of Deputies shall
have the right to make up to 2,000 posters with the election programme and
biegraphy data amounting up to one and a half typewriten pages whereas the
candidate for the deputy of the region or the town (suberdinated to Oblast) Council of
Deputies — up to 1,000 such posters and the candidate for the deputy of the tawn
(subordinated to the region), settlement or the rural Council of Deputies — up to 200
such posters amounting up to one typewritten page.

Candidates for the pasition of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for
deputies of the Chamber of Representatives shall have the right for free appearance
on the state telavision as well as on the radio system. The National State Television
and Radio Company of the Republic of Belarus, within ten days after the appointment
of elections, shall provide to the Central Commission the limit of time for appearance
of candidates on the state television as well as on the radio. The above time on TV or
radio must be allocated for the period when television and radio pregrams attract the
largest audience.

The procedure and the number of appearances of candidates for the position of the
President of the Republic of Belarus and for deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives on the state television and radio shall be established by the Central
Commission. In so daoing, it is necessary to provide appearance of candidates on
equal footing.

The candidate for deputy of the Oblast, the Minsk City, the regional and the town (in
towns suberdinated to Oblast) Council of Deputies shall have the right for one free-
of-charge appearance on the local state radio. The Oblast and the Minsk City bodies
of radio broadcasting, not later than 30 days before the elections, shall submit to the
Oblast and the Minsk City territorial electoral commissions the limit of time for
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appearance of candidates for deputies en the local radio which shall determine the
time of appearance of candidates for deputies. In such case, it is necessary to
provide appearance of candidates on equal footing.

Journalists and official persons of mass media shall be prohibited to conduct
information television and radio programs or take part in informing about elections
through such mass media if the above persons are candidates for the position of the
Fresident of the Republic of Belarus, for deputies of the Chamber of Representatives
or deputies of local Councils of Deputies or their proxies.

The Republican radio every morning, and the Republican television every evening
shall be obliged to give information on the progress of the election campaign and the
preparation for the republican referendum.

Reports from sittings of the Central Commission and decisions taken by it shall be
systematically published in the Republican press whereas reporis and decisions of
the electoral commissions and the commissions on the referendum - in local press.

It shall not be allowed to publish, within the last ten days before the electians aor
referendum, opinion poll resulls connected with the elections, referendum or
prognosis of their results,

Article 47.  Inadmissibility of abuse of the right for making election agitation
and agitation for referendum

Agitation election matenals, agitation materials for the referendum, appearance at
meetings, rallies, in the press, on television and radio must not contain propaganda
of war, appeals for forcible change of the constiutional system, violation of the
territorial integrity of the Republic of Belarus, insults or slander in relation to official
persons of the Republic of Belarus and other candidates for the position of the
President of the Republic of Belarus and candidates for deputies. Agitation or
propaganda of social, racial, national, religious or linguistic supremacy as well as
issuance and spreading of information and materials arousing sccial, racial, national
or religious enmity shall be prohibited.

Candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and
candidates for deputies, their proxies, organisations and persons agitating for
election of candidates, for or against questions offered for the referendum shall have
no right to distribute among citizens monetary funds, gifts or other material values,
make discount sales of commodities or render free-of-charge any services and
commodities except for printed materials specially made for the election campaign or
for the holding of the referendum with the cbservance of the requirements of this
Code. In carrying election agitation or agitation for a referendum it shall be prohibited
to influence citizens by promises of transfer to them of monetary funds or material
values.,

In case of viclation of the requirements of this article the respective commissions
shall take measures for stopping such activities and the commission on elections of
the President of the Republic of Belarus and elecloral commissions shall also have
the right to cancel the decision on registration of the candidate.
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Chapter 11, Financing of elections, referendum or recall of a deputy or a
member of the Council of the Republic

Article 48. Expenditures for preparation and holding of elections, referendum
or recall of a doputy or a member of the Council of the Republic

Expenditures for preparation and holding of elections of the President of the Republic
of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Representatives, members of the Council of
the Republic, deputies of local Councils of Deputies, the republican referendum or
recall of a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or a member of the Cauncil of
the Republic shall be made at the expense of the republican budget. Expenditures
for these purpeses may be also made at the expense of funds of public associations,
enterprises, institutions, organisations and citizens of the Republic of Belarus who
may contribute their monetary resources into the extra-budgetary fund formed by the
Central Commission for additional financing of expenditures for the preparation and
the holding of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the
Chamber of Representatives, deputies of local Councils of Deputies or the republican

referendum.

Expenditures for the preparation and the holding of a lecal referendum, new electicns
of deputies of local Councils of Deputies and elections of the deputies instead of
those who have left their positions and for recall of a deputy of the local Council of
Deputies shall be made at the expense of funds of the respective local budget.

Expenditures for the preparation and the holding of a local referendum may also be
made at the expense of funds of organisations and located in the territory of the
respective local Council of Deputies and of the citizens living in this terntory who may
contribute their monetary resources into the extra-budgetary fund formed by the local
Council of Deputies which appointed the referendum.

The procedure of allacation and use of monetary funds allocated for the preparation
and holding of elections, a Republican referendum or recall of a deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives or member of the Ceuncil of the Republic from the
republican budget and of resources voluntarily contributed into the extra-budgetary
fund shall be established by the Central Commission,

Resources allocated from the budget and the extra-budgetary fund for the holding of
election agitation shall be divided equally among all candidates for the position of the
President of the Republic of Belarus, for deputies of the Chamber of Representatives
and for deputies of the local Councils of deputies and shall be spend according to
their demand according to the procedure established by the Central Commission.
The Central Commission shall inform through mass media about the size of
resources allocated from the budget for the candidates for the election campaign net
later than three days after the expiration of the term of registration of the candidates.

The Central Commission shall infarm the Chamber of Representatives on the use of
the resources allocated from the republican budget for the preparation and the
holding of election or the republican referendum not later than six menths after the
day of election of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber
of Representatives, deputies of the local Councils of Deputies or of the holding of
voting for the referendum or for recall of the deputy of the Chamber of
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Representatives or a member of the Council of the Republic as well as publish a
report on the use of the resources from the extra-budgetary fund.

State enterprise bodies, arganisations and public associations shall submit for the
disposal of the commissions rooms, equipment, communication and transport
facilities required for the preparation and the holding of elections, referendum or
voting for recall of the deputy or the member of the Council of the Republic according
to the procedure established by the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Eelarus.

tate mass media, mass media partially financed from the state budget as well as

mass media one of the founders of which is represented by the state bodiesor
organisations shall make public free-of-charge the materials submitted by the
commissions and the election pregrams of candidates for the position of the
President of the Republic of Belarus and deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives.

Organisaticns, paolitical parties, ather public associationsand citizens of the Republic
of Belarus shall have no right to render other material aid during the preparation and
the holding of elections or referendum except for contributing monetary resources
into the extra-budgetary fund stipulated by part cne of this article.

Any direct or indirect participation of foreign states, enterprises, organisations,
foreign citizens, international organisations and enterprises of the Republic of
Belarus with foreign investments shall be prohibited in financing and rendering other
material aid during the preparation and the holding of elections, referendum or recall
of a deputy or a member of the Council of the Republic.

Chapter 12. Liability for viclation of the requirements of this Code
Article 48, Liability for violation of the requirements of this Code

Persons who hinder by violence, threat, deceit, or otherwise a free exercise by a
citizen of the Republic of Belarus of the right to take part or not to take part in
elections, referendum or vating for recall of a deputy, to elect and be elected as
President of the Republic of Belarus, a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives, a
deputy of the local Council of Deputies, carry election agitation, agitation for the
referendum or who hinder the work of the commissions on elections of the President
of the Republic of Belarus, election commissions, commissions an the referendum,
commissions on holding the voting for recall of a deputy, or those who carry agitation
on the day of elections, referendum ar voting for recall of a deputy as well as
members of the commissions, official persons of state bodies and public associations
and other persons who have committed substitution of documents on elections,
refarendum, recall of a deputy, a knowingly incorrect count of voles, violated the
secrecy of ballot, failed to submit to the commissions the required documenls or
failed to fulfil their decisions or committed an illegal use of monetary rescurces and
material resources during the preparation and the holding of elections, referendum or
recall of a deputy or committed other violations of the requirements of this Code and
ather legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus on elections, referendum or recall of
the deputy shall bear liability as established by the legislation of the Republic of
Belarus.
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Persans who hinder by viclence, threat, deceit or octherwise a free exercise by
deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of the base level of the Oblast, deputies of
the Minsk City Council of Deputies of the right to elect members of the Council of the
Republic or be elected members of the Council of the Republic, carry election
agitation or a free expression of will during initiation of the issue on recall of a
member of the Council of the Republic and veting for recall or official persons of state
bodies and other persons who have committed substitution of documents an
slections or recall of a member of the Council of the Republic, a knowingly incorract
count of votes, violated the secrecy of ballot or committed other violations of the
requirements of this Cecde shall bear liability as established by the legislation of the

Republic of Belarus.

Persons who have published or otherwise spread false data defaming a candidate for
the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus, for deputy of the Chamber of
Representative, for membership in the Council of the Republic or for deputy of the
local Council of Deputies or publicly appeal for boycott of elections, referendum or
voting for recall of a deputy or a member of the Council of the Republic shall also be

brought to liability.

In case of spread of false data on a candidate the Central Commission or the
respective territorial (district) commission shall have the right, through a written
appellation of the candidate, to take decision on providing him an cpportunity to
disprove false data publicly.

In case of violation by a candidate, his proxy or an initiative group of citizens for the
collection of signatures of electors in support of the person proposed for nomination
as candidate and the holding of agitation for his election of the requirements of this
Code and of other acts of the legislation of the Republic of Belarus on elections the
candidate and the initiative group shall be cautioned by the respective territonal
(district) commission and in case of a new viclation of the requirements of this Code
and other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus the respective territorial (district)
commission or the Central Commission may cancel the decision on registration of the

candidate.

In case of violation of the requirements stipulated by Article 47, part six of Article 61,
part six of Article 68 and article 75 of this Code the respective territorial (district)
commission or the Central Commission may deny registration of the candidate for the
position of the President of the Republic of Belarus or for a deputy and cancel the
decision on his registration without a prior caution,

In case of detection of a violation of the requirements of this Code and of other acts
of the legislation of the Republic of Belarus persons mentioned in part three of Article
13 of this Code as well as citizens shall have the right to submit an application for
carrection of the violation to the respeclive or superor commission or a prosecutor or
make up a statement about this that shall be signed by the person who detecled the
viclation. An application or a statement submitted to the commission shall be liable to
mandatory registration and consideration.

Applications about violations of the requirements of this Law and of other acts of the
legislation of the Republic of Belarus received by the commissions, state bedies and
public associations during the period of preparation for elections, referendum or
voting for recall of a deputy, a member of the Council of the Republic or after the
election, referendum or voting for recall of a deputy or a member of the Council of the
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Republit mudl be considered within a three-day pericd whereas those received on
the day of eldctions, referendum or voling for recall of a deputy or a member of the
Council of th¢ Republic - immediately. In case when facls centained in applications
require werifidaticn decisions en them shall be taken no! later than within a ten-day
peniod. |n sudh case, a superior commission shall have the right to independently
lake decisionilon the essence of the application and on the issue referred by this
Code Ic'the cmpetence of the inferior commission.

Chapter 13. Procedure of voling during elections of the President of the
epublic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of Represantatives,
eputies of local Councils of Deputies, refarondum or recall of
aputies

Article 50.  Fime and place of voting

During dlectioms of the President of the Republic of Balarus, deputies of the Chamber
of Représentdlives, deputies of the loca! Councils of Deputies, referendum ar voting
for recall of & deputy the voting shall be held from 7 till 22 hours. The precinct
commissions iEhall inform the electors or participants in the referendum abou! the
tYme and they place of the volng not faler than ten days before the elections,
refarendum oljvoling for recall of the eputy.

At polling stitions formed in military units, sanatoria, preveniora, rest homes,
hospitals andl| octher statonary medical treatment and prevention [nstitutions, the
precinct commissions may declare voting finished before 22 hours if all electors or
panricipants intluded [nte the list have cast thelr vole

Ardicle 51, Drganisation of voting at the polling station

Vating shall pirl'-:mned in specially assigned premisas that must be equippead with the
. sufficient numrber of booths or rooms for secret ballot and places for issue of ballot
pasers ghall Be detarmined and ballot coxes installed. Baliot boxes shall be installed
in such B wayithat the vaters shouls, when they approacn them, pass compulsorily
through the bioths or rooms for secrat ballat. Sa’lzt boxes must be within a fie'd of
vision of the members of the pracinct commission and persons menticned in part
thres of Articld|13 of this Code.

The precinct I;'.nrrlm'issian shall bg reszonsible for the crganisation of wzting, the
assuring of sacre! expressicn of will by electors and participants in the referendum,
equipmenl of e reams and the maintanance in them cf the necessary order.

On the day of Blections, referendum or holding of vote for recall of a deputy the ballot
boxes shall bd|checked before the beginning of the vole and sealed by the chairman
ef the precinclicommission in Lhe presence of nol less than two third of the members
of the commislion.

Article 52. Holding of vote at the polling station

Each eldctor 4 participant in the referandum shall vote in person; vating for other
persens Ehall fot be allowed.

A baliot papet shall be issued to the elector or the paricipant in the referandum
against His sigmature by a member of the precinct commission on the basis of the list
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of citizens whal have the right to take part in elections, referendum or voting for recall
of a deplty affer the demonstration af the passpert or an identity card that substituted

the passport.

The ballet pager shall be filed by the vaoter in the cabin or room for secrat ballot. No
other person excapt the voter shall be allowed to be present during tha filling of the
ballot paper.

The electar ofl the participant in the referendum who has no oppertunity to fill the
baliot paper oy himsell shall have the right o invite to the cabin or room for secret
ballet ancther person Lo his discretion, except for members of the precinct and higher
commisgions, pandidates for the position of the Presidert of the Republic of Belarus
or for aeputiey or thelr proxies as well as persons manticred in part three of Article
13 of thhs Cooll

Durirg tne vdfing the elector or the particlpart in the referendum, in conditiens
praciuding coftrol over his expression of wil, shall cross cut in the ballot paper the
surmames of [the candidates against whom he votes and during voling al &
referenourm =liane of the answers contained in the baliot paper for veting in the
referendum, i.B., “for* or "against”. The electer who votes for recall of a deputy shall
cross out in the ballot paper the words "against recall” whereas the one voting for the
praservation of the powers of the deputy shall cross out the words “for recall”.

I tha ballat paper includes the surname of cnly one candidate for the position of the
Presidertt of e Republic of Belarus or for the deputy, then the lext of the balict
paper must cghtain the words “for” and “against” one which shall be crossed out by
the elector duding the voting.

The elector oparticipant in the referendum shall cast the filed ballot paper into the
ballot box.

When twb or ijore referendums are held at the same time the voler shall receive and
fill a paper baipt for each of them and cast them to the baliot box.

In case the e'dector or the participant in the refarendum thinks that he made a mistake
wnen helfilediihe ballct paper he shall have the right to address the member of the
precinst commiission who [ssued the baliot paper with a request 1o issue to him a new
ballo! paper idstead of the spoiled one. The member of the precingt commissian
having receivel the spoiled ballot paper shall issue 1o the eleclor or the part'cipant in
the referendurh a new ballct paper and make a ncle abeut this in the [ist of citizens
who havo thelright to take par in elections, referendum or veting for recall of the
deputy against the surname of the elector or the participant in the referendum who
has made a misiake. The spailed ballot paper shall be cancelled about which fact a
statement shal be made 1o ke signed by the chairman or the deputy chaiman or the
secrelary or tvdo members of the precinct commission.

Article 53.  Advance voling at elections or referendum
The eleclor or tha participant in the referendum who has no oppo rtunity to be present
on the day of Blections or referendum at the plaze of his [iving shall have the right,

not earier than 5 days belore the elections or the referendum and in conditions
excluding conthio! over the expression of his will, fill the ballot paper in the rcom of the
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precinct commission and cast it to the sealed separate ballot box for voting of
electors and participants in the referendum who will be absent on the day of the
holding of elections or referendum at the place of their living. Official confirmation of
causes disabling the elector or the participant in the referendum to come to the voting
premises on the day of elections or referendum shall not be required.

Advance voting shall be perfarmed from 10 till 14 hours on working days and from 16
til 19 on days-cff in the presence of not less than two members of the precinct
commission.

In receiving a ballot paper the participant in the referendum shall sign in person in the
list of citizens who have the right to take part in the elections or the referendum and
shall specify the date of advance voting.

Advance veting shall be performed with the observance of the requirements of this
Code.

Article 54.  Voting at the place of stay of the elector or the participant in the
referendum during elections or referendum

The precinct commission shall be obliged to provide opportunity for participation in
the voting for electors or participants in the referendum who are not able to come on
the day of elections or referendum to the voling premises because of their state of
health or because of olher valid causes. To this end, the precinct commission must
have the required number cof portable ballol boxes the number of which shall be
established by a superior commission.

The precinct commission, on request of eleclors or participants in the referendum
expressed in writing or orally, shall charge not less than two members of the
commissions to organise vating at the place of location of these persons on the day
of elections or referendum as follows:

oral and written requests of electors and parlicipants in the referendum on the
organisation of voting at the place of their location on the day of elections or
referendum shall be registered in a specially compiled list signed by the chairman or
the secretary of the precinct commission where it is necessary to specify data on
such persans as stipulated in the list of citizens who have the right to take part in
elections ar referendum. Official confirmation of causes making it impossible to come
to the room for voting shall not be required;

members of the precinct commission shall sign for the receipt of ballot papers in the
number correspondent to the number of received requests of electors or participants
in the referendum;

voting shall be organised by not less than two members of the precinct commission;

for organising voting at the place of location of electors or participants in the
referendum, the chairman or the secretary of the precinct commission shall copy all
data on such persons into a separale inserted list from the main list of citizens who
have the right to take part in elections or referendum. The electors and participants in
the referendum who vote at the place of their stay shall sign in the above inserted list
when they receive ballct papers. Then, a note shall be made in the main list of



citizens who have the right to take part in elections or referendum that these persons
have voted at the place of their stay. The inserted lists of citizens who have the right
to take part in elections or referendum containing the electors and the participants in
the refarendum who have voted at the place of stair stay must be kept together with
the main list of citizens who have the right to take part in elections or referendum.

ating at the place of stay of electors or participants in the referendum shall be
organised with the cbservance of the reguirements of this Code.

Chapter 14, Count of votes at the polling station during elections or
referendum

Article 55. Count of votes at the polling station during elections of the
Presidont of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of local Councils of Deputies and

the referendum

Ballot boxes shall be opened by the precinct commission after the chairman of the
commissian declares the end of voting, It shall be prohibited to open ballot boxes
before the end of voting. Before apening of the ballot boxes, all unused ballot papers
for elections and referendum shall be counted and cancelled, put into a package and
sealed by the precinct commission. The precinct commissions shall define the
methad of cancellation of ballot papers. The packages shall have written on them the
name and the number of the station and the number of unused ballot papers on
elections and referendum. The chairman and the secretary of the precinct
commission shall sign the packages in presence of the members of the commission.

Opening of ballot boxes and count of votes during holding of elections or referencum
shall be performed turn by turn: first shall be counted the ballot papers kept in the
ballot box used during early voting, then those kept in portable boxes used for voting
at the place of stay of electors or participants in the referendum and, after that, in
ballot boxes kept on the day of elections or referendum in the room of the polling

station,

Count of votes of electors or paricipants in the referendum must be performed
directly by the members of the precinct commissicn without a break until the results
of vating have been obtained.

In case of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus or a deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives the count of votes at the polling station shall be
performed separately for each candidate for the position of the President and for
deputy of the Chamber of Representatives whereas in case of elections of deputies
of local Councils of Deputies — separately for each electoral district and each
candidate for deputy far elections to the respective local Council of Deputies.

The precinct commissicn shall establish, according to the list of citizens who have the
right to take part in elections or referendum, the total number of electars or
participants in the referendum at the precinct whereas in case of elections for local
Councils of Deputies — for each electoral district as well as the number of electors or
participants in the referendum who have received ballot papers.
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On the basis of the ballot papers kept in the ballot boxes specified in part two of this
article the precinct commission shall determine, first separately and then by summing
up the data:

in case of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus and deputies of the
Chamber of Representatives — the total number of electors who have taken part in
the voting; the number of votes cast for and the number of vates casts against each
candidate for the position of the President and deputies; and the number of ballat
papers reccqnised as invalid;

in case of elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies — for each electoral
district, the total number of electors who have taken part in the voting, the number of
votes cast for and the number of voles casts against each candidate for deputy and
deputies and the number of ballot papers recognised as invalid:

in case of a referendum - the total number of participants in the referendum who
have taken part in the voting, the number of participants in the referendum who voted
for the approval of the question (draft of the decision) proposed for the referendum
and the number of those who votes against its approval, and the number of ballot
papers recognised as invalid,

In case of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus and deputies of the
Chamber of Representatives and deputies of local Councils of Deputies votes shall
not be counted for the surnames of citizens additionally written by electors into the
ballol papers.

After the beginning of the count of votes it shall be prohibited to make changes in the
lists of citizens wha have the nght to take part in elections or referendum.

In case of elections or referendum, ballot papers different from the established
sample, ballot papers having no signatures of the persons who are members of the
precinct commission on their reverse side shall be recognised as invalid, and in case
of elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus and deputies of the Chamber
of Representatives and deputies of local Councils of Deputies also ballot papers in
which, as a result of voling, more than one candidate has been left and in case of the
referendum — also ballot papers in which during the vole more than one candidate
have been left or if in the ballot papers none of the two words “for” or "against™ have
been crossed out whereas in case of the holding of a referendum — also ballot papers
in which none of the vanants of answers or both of the variants have been crossed
out. In case of doubts as to the validity of the ballot paper the precinct commission
shall solve the issue by voting.

When decisian is taken to recognise a ballot paper invalid, the precinct commission
shall show on its reverse side causes of invalidity. This writing shall be certified by
signatures of not less than two persons who are members of the precinct
commission. Invalid ballot papers shall be packed separately.

The results of the vote count shall be considered at a sitting of the precinct
commission and shall be written in a record. In addition to the data stipulated in parts
five and six of this article, the record shall also specify the number of ballot papers
received by the precinct commission, the number of spoiled ballot papers and the
number of unused ballot papers. In case of elections of local Councils of Deputies,
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records shall be made separately for each electoral district. When two or mare
referendums are held at the same time, a record shall be filed for each of them
separately. It shall not be allowed to fill the minutes with a pencil or make in it any
corrections whatsoever. The minutes shall be signed by the chairman, the deputy
chairman, the secretary and the members of the commission.

Incase af elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus or the Republican or
the Oblast or Minsk City referendum, the records shall be immediately submitied in
person by the chairman or the deputy chairman or the secretary of the precinct
commission to the respective regional, town or town district commission on elections
of the President of the Republic of Belarus and on the referendum whereas in case of
elections of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives or deputies of local Councils
of deputies to the respective district or territarial electoral commission as well as to
the body that formed the commission for information. The record forwarded to the
superior commission shall include, if any, special opinions of the members of the
commission. declarations of the proxies of candidates and other persons on
viclations committed in the course of voting or during the count of votes and
decisions take on them by the commission.

A copy of the minutes of the precinct commissicn after its signing shall be displayed
in the place established by the commission for familiarisation by everyane.

When the body that formed the commission detects viclations of the requirements of
this Code and of other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus made in the course
of the voting or during the count of votes this shall be immediately notified to the
superior electoral commission or the commission on the refarendum or the Central
Commission.
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Il. SPECIAL PART

SECTION V. Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of
the Chamber of Representatives and deputies of local Councils of
Deputies

Chapter 15. Organisation and holding of elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and deputies

Article 56. Appointment of elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus and deputios

Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall be appointed by the
Chamber of Representatives not later than five maonths befare and shall be held cn
Sunday not later than two menths before expiration of term of office of the previaus
President.

If the positien of the President turmed to be vacant, elections shall be held not earlier
than 30 days and nat later than 70 days after the day the vacancy appeared., In such
case, a shorter time period for holding of pre-election campaign shall be established
by the Central Commission.

Elections to the Chamber of Representatives of a new cocnvocation shall be
appointed by the President of the Republic of Belarus not later than four months and
shall be held on Sunday not later than 30 days before expiration of the term of office
of the Chamber of Representatives of the current convocation,

In case of dissolution of the Chamber of Representatives as provided by the
Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, the President shall simultaneously appaint
elections for the Chamber of Representatives of the new convocation, Extraordinary
elections of the Chamber of Representatives shall be held within three months from
the day of early termination of powers of the Chamber of Representatives of the
current convocation,

Elections to local Councils of Deputies of a new convocation shall be appointed by
the President of the Republic of Belarus not later than four months and shall be held
not later than 30 days before expiration of the powers of the local Councils of
Deputies of the current convocation. Elections to all lacal Councils of Deputies shall
be held at the same time,

In case of dissalution of a local Council of Deputies, elections to this local Council of
Deputies shall be appointed by the President of the Republic of Belarus not later than
one month after the day of its dissolution and shall be held observing the
requirements of this Code,

Infermation about the day of elections shall be made public in mass media on the
following day after the day of appeintment of elections.
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Article 57.  Requirements to candidates for the pesition of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and for deputies

Elected as President of the Republic of Belarus may be a born citizen of the Republic
of Belarus who is not younger than 35, enjoys sufirage and permanently lives in the
Republic of Belarus not less than ten years counted directly before the elections.

Elected as deputy of the Chamber of Representatives may be a citizen of the
Republic of Belarus who has reached the age of 21.

Elected as deputy of a local Council of Deputies may be a citizen of the Republic of
Belarus who has reached the age of 18.

Article 5B.  The right of citizens of the Russian Federation living in the
Republic of Belarus to take part in elections of deputies of local
Councils of Deputies

Citizens of the Russian federation who permanently live in the Republic of Belarus
shall have the right to take part in elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies
in conformity with the international agreement of the Republic of Belarus and the

Russian federation.

Article 58, Incompatibility of the status of a deputy with the official position
as well as with correspondeont powers

It shall not be admitted to exercise at the same time duties of a deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives with the holding of the pesition of the President of the

Republic of Belarus or of a judge.

A deputy of the Chamber of Representatives may not be at the same time a member
of the Council of the Republic or a deputy of a local Council of Deputies,

Chairmen of Oblast, Minsk City, regional or town (except for towns subordinated to
regions) executive committees as well as judges may not be deputies of local
Councils of Deputies.

A deputy of a local Council of Deputies may not be at the same time a deputy of the
Chamber of Reprasentatives,

Persons mentioned in this article may be registered as candidates for deputies if, in
an application to the respective electoral commission stating their agreement to stand

as candidate in this electoral district, they respectively specify that:

they give up the pasition occupied by them or terminate powers of the deputy of the
Caouncil of the Republic or deputy of the local Cauncil of Deputies if elected deputy of
the Chamber of Representalives;

they give up the position accupied by them or terminate powers of the deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives if elected deputy of the local Council of Deputies,
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Article 80.  The right and the time of nomination of candidates for the position
of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for deputies

Candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall be
nominated by citizens of the Republic of Belarus provided not less than 100 thousand
signatures of eleclors are available,

Momination of candidates for the paosition of the President of the Republic of Belarus
shall begin 75 days and end 35 days before the elections.

The right to nominate candidates for deputies shall belong to political parties
registerad by the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Belarus not later than six
months before the appointment of election, labour cellectives as well as citizens by
way of callection of signatures.

Momination of candidates for deputies shall begin 70 days and end 40 days before
the elections.

Mominated as candidates for deputies of local Councils of Deputies may be citizens
living or working in the territory of the respective local Council of Deputies as well as
those who workin organisations located in the territery of another local Council of
Deputies but connected with the satisfaction of needs of the population and social
development of the given local Council of Deputies.

Nominated as candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus
or for deputies may not be citizens who have no right, in conformity with the
legislation of the Republic of Belarus, to cccupy positions in the state apparatus in
connection with their conviction that has not been cancelled or quashed according to
the procedure established by the legislation as well as citizens subjected to
administrative penalty imposed by the court.



Article 81,  Procedure of nomination of candidates for the position of the
President of the Republic of Belarus

Nomination of a candidate for the positien of the President of the Republic of Belarus
by citizens shall be performed by the initiative group of electors (hereinafter the
initiative group) including not less than 100 persans.

The list of the members of the initiative group specifying its leader tegether with the
application for registration of the group shall be submitted to the Central Commission

nat later than 80 days before the elections by the persen who has intention to be
nominated as candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus.
The list shall specify the surname, name and patronymic name, the date of birth, the
profession, the position (occupation), the place of work and residence and the party
membership of the person proposed for the nomination as candidate for the position
of the President of the Republic of Belarus as well as the surname, name and
patronymic name, the date of birth, the place of residence of each member of the
group and its leader. The person who is neminated as candidate for the position of
the President of the Republic of Belarus may not be member of the initiative group.

The Central Commission shall, within a five-day period, consider the application,
register the initiative group and issue to the members of the initiative group
respective certificales and the sample of the list for collection of signatures of
electors in support of the person effered for nemination as candidate for the position
of the President of the Republic of Belarus (hereinafter the signature list).

The signature lists shall specify the surname, name and patronymic name, the date
of birth, the profession, the pesition (occupation), the place of werk and residence
and the party membership of the person nominated as candidate for the paosition of
the President of the Republic of Belarus, as well as the surmame, name and
patranymic name of the member of the initiative group who collects signatures and
the registration number of the initiative group. The signature list must include
signatures of electors living only in the same place of residence whereas in towns
divided into districts in the same district. The member of the initiative group who
collects signatures of electors shall not have the right to include himself into the
signature list.

The elector shall have the right to sign in support of only one person proposed for
nomination as candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus

and anly ance.

The maximum number of signatures of electors that must be collected in support of
the person proposed for the nomination as candidate for the position of the President
of the Republic of Belarus may not exceed by more than ten per cent as compared to
the required number of signatures of electors established by part one of Article 60 of
this Code.

Electors supparting the person proposed for the nomination as candidate for the
position of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall in their hand specify in the
signature list their surname, name and patronymic name, the date of birth, the place
of birth, the series and number of the passport or the requisites of the substitution
identity card, the date of signature and shall sign, The signatures shall be numbered.
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Participation of administration of the organisation in the caollection of signatures as
well as forcing in the process of signature collection and remuneration of electars for
making their signatures shall not be allowed. Violation of these requirements may be
a basis for denial of registration of a candidate for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus.

The personal signature made in hand by the member of the initiative group who
collected the signatures of electars shall be put on each signature list in the presence
of the chairman or the deputy chairman of the town (towns subordinated to Cblast
and region), settlement or rural executive committee, the head or the deputy head of
the administration of the town district in the territory of which the signatures were
collected whereas in towns and urbanised setflements where town or settlement
executive committees are not formed, in the presence of the chairman or the deputy
chairman of the district executive committee and shall be immediately certified by the
seal of this body.

Electors who have nominated a candidate for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus shall have the right, before submission of the signature lists to
the regianal, town or town district commission on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, to withdraw their signatures from the signature lists by
submitting an application on this to the above commissions.

Signature lists shall be submitted not later than 50 days before the electians to the
regicnal, town or town district commission on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus which shall, within a ten-day period, verify the authenticity of at
least ten percent of the electors’ signatures in the signature lists submitted by the
members of the initiative graup and shall secure the authenticity of the data on the
number of such signatures. In so deing, at least ten per.cent of the signature lists
must be verified, A record shall be made about the number of electors who put their
signatures in the signature lists for the nomination of a candidate for the position of
the President of the Republic of Belarus; the above record shall be immediately
forwarded to the respective Oblast and Minsk City commission on elections of the
Fresident of the Republic of Belarus.

Authenticity of electors’ signatures in the signature lists may be verified, if required,
within a five-day peried by the Oblast and the Minsk City commission on elections of
the President of the Republic of Belarus,

if during verification of authenticity of electors' signatures in the signature lists
submitted by the members of the initiative group who collected the signatures in the
region, town or town district not less than one percent of the verified signature lists
are recognised as invalid, then all submitted signature lists and signatures in them on
decision of the respective commission shall not be taken into account when
determining the result of the collection of signatures of electors in the region, town or
town distnet.

On the basis of the records of the regional, town and town district commissions on
elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus on the establishment of the
number of electors who put their signatures in the signature lists for the nomination of
the candidate for the positicn of the President and the results of verification of the
authenticity of the signatures of electors in the signature lists made by the Oblast and
the Minsk City commission the Oblast and the Minsk City commission on elections of
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the President of the Republic of Belarus shall summarise the results for the Oblast
and the City af Minsk, make a record about this and forward it immediately to the

Central Commission.

The member of the initiative group who collected the signatures shall bear
responsibility for the authenticity of the data contained in the signature lists.

Signature lists in which false signatures have been found or signatures of one and
the same elector for two or more electors or several signatures of the elector for the
same perscn proposed for the nomination as candidate for the position of the
President of the Republic of Belarus or signatures of citizens who do not enjoy
suffrage or if the collection of signatures was made before the established time of
nomination of candidates or by a persons who is not a member af the initiative group
as well as signature lists unsigned by the member of the initiative group or signed by
another member of the given initiative group who did not collect these signatures as
well as signature lists containing signatures of electors who do not live in the same
place of residence whereas in towns divided into districts — in the same district, or
having no seal of the local executive or administrative body in the territary of which
the signatures were collected shall be recognised as invalid.

In case of absence in the signature list of any or several data on the elector as
stipulated by part seven of this article as well as if the data on the elector were not
put into the signature list in his own hand the signature of such elector shall not be
counted when the results of the collection of electors’ signatures an the nomination of
the candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus are

established.

Article 62, Procedure of nomination of candidates for deputies by political
parties

Momination of candidates for deputies of the Chamber of Representatives from
political parties shall be made by the supreme body of the republican palitical parties
on condition that in the territery of the respective electoral district there is a primary
organisation of the political party that nominates a candidate for deputy formad
according to established procedure not later than six months befare the appointment

of elections.

Momination of candidates for deputies of the Oblast, Minsk City, regional and town (in
towns subordinated to Oblast) Councils of Deputies from political parties shall be
made respectively by their Oblast, Minsk City, regicnal and town managerial bedies
that are registered according to the established procedure and have lower
arganisational structures provided that in the territory of the respective electoral
district for elections of the Oblast, Minsk City Council of Deputies and in case of
alection of the regional or town (towns subordinated to Oblast) Councils of Deputies
— in the territory of the respective region or town, there is a primary organisation of
the political party that nominates a candidate for deputy formed according to
established procedure not later than six months before the appointment of elections.

Momination of candidates for deputies of the town (in towns subardinated to regian),
settlement or rural Councils of Deputies shall be made by the regional and town
badies of political parties as well as meetings of their primary organisations provided
that primary arganisations have been formed accerding to the established procedure
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and are located in the territory of these local Councils of Deputies not later than six
months before the appointment of elections,

A political party shall have the right to nominate for each electoral district for elections
of the Chamber of Representatives and the respective local Council of Deputies only
one deputy from the members of this political party.

The list of registered political parties shall be submitted by the Ministry of Justice of
the Republic of Eelarus to the Central Commission not later than five days after the
appointment of the elections.

Aricle 63. Procedure of nomination of candidates for deputies of the
Chamber of Representatives by labour collectives

Momination of candidates for deputies of the Chamber of Representatives from
labour collectives of organisations shall be made at meetings (conferences) of
electors in labour collectives,

Meetings (conferences) of electors in labour collectives of crganisations located in
the territory of the electoral district including not less than 300 persons working and
having the right of the legal person shall be convened by the administration of the
enterprise, institution or arganisation both at their own initiative and at the initiative of
the group of electors including not less than 150 persons working in the organisation.

In case of rejection of the proposal on the holding of a meeting (conference) on the
initiative of the group of electors its initiators shall be given a copy of the motivated
decision. This decision may be appealed, within a three-day pericd, to the regional or
town court (the appeal must be signed by the majority of the initiators of the meeting
convocation), The decision of the court shall be final.

The meeting must be attended by mere than half the membership of the collective.
Conferences of labour collectives shall be held if convocation of meetings is made
difficult because of a great number of workers, the use of multi-shift working regime
or territorial scatter of the structural divisions and shall be competent if attended by
not less than two thirds of the delegates elected according to the procedure
established in the labour collective. Decisions of a meeting (conference) of the labour
collectives shall be taken by the majority of votes of its participants.

A candidate for deputy of the Chamber of Representatives may be nominated from
several smaller collectives with the lotal number of warkers not less than 300 persons
at their general meeting. In such case, more than half of the members must be
present from each collective of the organisation having the rights of the legal
pPersons.

A labour caollective may nominate only one candidate for deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives.
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Article 64, Procedure of nomination of candidates for deputies of local
Councils of Deputies by labour collectives

Nomination of candidates for deputies of local Councils of Deputies from labour
collectives of organisations shall be made at meetings (conferences) of electors in

labour collectives.

Namination of eandidates for deputies of the Oblast and the Minsk City Councils of
Deputies shall be made by labour callectives located in the territory of the respective
slectoral district whereas nomination of candidates to the regional, town, settlement
and rural Councils of Deputies - by labour collectives lecated in the territory of the

respective local Councils of Deputies.

Meetings (conferences) of electors in labour collectives of organisations shall be
canvened by the administration of the enterprise, institution or organisation both at
their own initiative and at the initiative of a group of electors in the number of not less
than 10 persons who work in the organisation. Meetings of electars in labour
collectives far the nomination of candidates for deputies may be held:

when nominating candidates for deputies of the Oblast er tha Minsk City Councils of
Deputies — in collectives having not less than 150 workers;

when nominating candidates for deputies of the regional or town (in towns
subcrdinated to Oblast) Councils of Deputies — in collectives having not less than 73

WOrKers,

when nominating candidates for deputies of the town (in towns subordinated lo
region), settlement and rural Councils of Deputies — in collectives having not less

than 20 workers.

Appeal against denial by the administration of the holding of a meeting (conferance)
and determinaticn of the competence of the meeting (conference) of the labour
callective and of the decision taken shall be made according to the procedure
stipulated by parts three and four of Article 63 of this Code.

A candidate for deputy of a local Council of Deputies may be nominated from several
smaller labour collectives with the total number of workers established in part three of
this article at their general meeting. The meeting shall be competent if more than half
of the members is present from each such collective of the enterprise, institution or
organisation.

Meetings of electors for the nomination of candidates for deputies of the local
Councils of Deputies may be held in structural divisions of erganisations provided
that, when they nominate a candidate for deputy of the respective local Council of
Deputies, their number meets the requirements of part three of this article. According
to the procedure stipulated by part five of this aricle a candidate for deputy of the
local Courcil of Deputies may be nominated from several structural divisions or from
several labour collectives and structural divisions at their joint meeting. When a
candidate for deputy is nominated in a structural subdivision (structural subdivisions),
no candidate for deputy shall be nominated from the entire labour collective.
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The labour collective of an organisation or collectives of their structural subdivisions
shall have the right to nominate only one candidate for deputy of each level of local
Councils of Deputies observing the requirements of part three of this article.

Article 65,  Procedure of nomination of candidates for deputies by way of
collection of alectors' signatures

Nomination of a candidate for deputy of the Chamber of Representatives by way of
collection of electors’ signatures shall be made by a group of electors (the initiative
group) including not less than 10 persons whereas nomination of candidates far
deputies of local Councils of Deputies by an initiative group including frem 3 to 10
persens who live in the territory of the respective electoral district.

A person suggested for nomination as candidate for deputy of the Chamber cof
Representatives in the electoral district by a group of electors must have support of
not less than 1000 electors whao live in the territory of this electoral district whereas a
person suggested for nomination as candidate for deputy of a local Council of
Deputies by electors who in the territory of the electoral district in the amount of:

for the Oblast and the Minsk City Councils of Deputies — not less than 150;

for the regional or town (in towns subordinated to Oblast) Councils of Deputies - not
less than 75;

for the town (in towns subordinated to region), settlement or rural Councils of
Deputies — nat less than 20.

The maximum number of signatures of electors that must be collected in support of
the person praposed for the nomination as candidate for deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives or for deputy of the respective local Council of Deputies may not be
exceeded by meore than ten per cenl as compared lo the reguired number of
signatures of electors as established by part two of this article.

The application of a group of electors on their intention o arrange collection of
signatures for nomination of a candidate for deputy shall be submitted to the district
or territorial electoral commission not later than 65 days before the elections. The
application shall specify surname, name and patronymic name, the date of birth, the
profession, the position (occupation), the place of work and residence and the party
membership of the person nominated as candidate for deputy as well as surname,
name and patronymic name, the date of birth, and the place of residence of each
member of the group and of its leader who shall be elected at a meeting of the group.
The person proposed for the nomination as candidate for deputy may not be member
of the initiative group. The district or territorial electoral commission shall, within a
five-day period, consider the application of the group of electers, register the initiative
group and issue to the members of the initiative group the respective certificates and
the sample of the list for collection of electors’ signature in support of the persen
suggested for nomination as candidate for deputy (hereinafter the signature list).

The collection of electors’ signatures for the nomination of a candidate for deputy and
certification of the signature of the member of the initiative group in signature lists
shall be performed according to the procedure stipulated by parts four, five, seven,
eight and nine of Article 61 of this Code. The signature lists for the collection of
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signatures in support of the proposal an the nomination as candidate for deputy must
include signatures of electors who live only in the same place of residence whereas
in towns divided into districts — in the same district within the territory of the electoral
district. Violation of the requirements of part eight of Article 61 of this Code may be
the ground for denial of registration of the candidate for deputy.

Article 66. Documents on the nomination of a candidate for deputy submitted
to the district or territorial electoral commission

Supreme territorial managerial bodies or primary organisations of political parties and
meetings (conferences) of electors in labour collectives shall take decisions on
nomination of a candidate for deputy that have to be recarded into a record and
submitted to the respective district or territarial electoral commission within a five-day
period but not later than 40 days before the elections. The record shall specify the
name of the supreme, territorial managerial body or of the primary organisation of the
political party, data on the labour collective, their addresses and telephone numbers,
the number of members of the body of the political party and of the labour collective
and the number of participants in the sitting of the body, the meeting of the primary
organisation of the palitical party or the meeting (conference) of the collective, the
date of the sitting or meeting, the results of the vote, the decision taken showing the
surname, name and patronymic name, the date of birth, the profession, the position
(occupation), the place of wark and residence and the party membership of the
person nominated as candidate for deputy and the electoral district in which he is

naminated.

When a candidate for deputy of the Chamber of Representatives is nominated, the
record shall enclose a written application of the candidate for deputy to the district
electoral commission stating his consent to stand as candidate in the given electoral
district and the respective documents (copies of the certificate on registration cf the
palitical party and its charter; a certificate on the availability in the electoral district of
a primary organisation of the political party that nominated the candidate for deputy
specifying the exact address of the primary erganisation; a certificate stating that the
candidate for deputy is a member of the political party that has nominated him;
biographic data on the person nominated as candidate for deputy specifying data
stipulated by the Central Commission, whereas in relation to persons mentioned in
parts one and two of Aricle 59 of this Code = their applications stating their cansent
to leave the position or terminate powers of the member of the Council of the
Republic or the deputy of the local Council of Deputies if elected as deputy of the
Chamber of the Representatives; and a certificate stating that the organisation the
labour collective of which neminated the candidate for deputy is the legal person).

When a candidate for deputy of a local Council of Deputies is nominated, the record
shall enclose a written application of the candidate for deputy to the district electoral
commissian stating his consent to stand as candidate in the given electoral district
and the respective documents (copies of the cerificate on registration of the political
party and its charter; a certificate on the registration of the arganisational structure of
the political party that nominated the candidate for deputy stating also that he is a
member of this party stating the date of formation and the precise address of the
primary organisation of the political party that nominated the candidate for deputy,
biographic data on the person nominated as candidate for deputy specifying data
stipulated by the Central Commission, whereas in relation to persons mentioned in
parts three and four of Article 58 of this Code — their applications stating their consent
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to leave the cccupied position or terminate powers of the deputy of the Chamber of
the Representatives).

Momination of a candidate for deputy by way of collection of signatures of electors
shall be informed to the district or temitorial electoral commission not later than 40
days before the elections by submission of signature lists and an application of the
candidate for deputy to the district electoral commission stating his consent to stand
as candidate in the given electoral district, whereas in relation to parsons mentionad
in Article 59 of this Code - their application stating their consent to leave the
occupied position or terminate powers aof the member of the Council of the Republic
or deputy of the local Council of Deputies if elected as deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives or, if elected as deputy of the local Council of Deputies, their
application stating their consent to leave the occupied position or terminate powers of
the deputy of the Chamber of Representatives as well biographic data on the parson
nominated as candidate for deputy specifying the data stipulated by the Central
Commission.

Electors who nominated a candidate for deputy by way of collection of signatures
shall have the right, before submitting the signature lists to the district, territorial
electoral commission, remove their signatures from the signature lists by submitting
of this fact an application to the respective electoral commissicn.

Signature lists must be kept in district or territorial electoral commissions and, after
termination of their powers, handed over for storage to the bodies that formed these
commissions.

Article 67.  Verification of authenticity of electors’ signatures in signature lists
for elections of deputies

District and territarial electoral commissions shall verify the aulhenticity of electors’
signatures in signature lists. In such case, for elections of deputies to the Chamber of
Representatives it is necessary to verify not less than ten percent of the signature
lists and for elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies — not less than ten per
cent of the signatures of eleclors in the signature lists submitted by the initiative
group. Responsibility for the authenticity of the data contained in the signature lists
shall be borne by the member of the initiative group who collected the signatures.

Signature lists in which false signatures have been found or signatures of one and
the same elector for two or mare electors, or several signatures of the elector for the
same persons proposed for the nomination as a candidate, or signatures of citizens
who do not enjoy suffrage, or if the collection of signatures was made befare the
established time of nomination of candidates or by a person who is not a member of
the initiative group as well as signature lists unsigned by the member of the initiative
group or signed by another member of the given initiative group who did nat collect
these signatures as well as signature lists containing signatures of electors who do
naot live in the same place of residence whereas in towns divided into districts — in the
same district within the territory of the electoral district, or having no seal of the local
executive or of the administrative body in the territory of which the signatures were
collected shall be recognised as invalid.

In case of absence in the signature list of any or several data on the elector as
stipulated by part seven of article 61 of this Code as well as if the data on the elector

&0



were nat put into the signature list in his own hand or the elector does net live in the
territory of the electoral district the signature of such elector shall not be counted
when the results of the collection of electors’ signatures on the nomination of the
candidate for deputy are established.

The district and territorial electoral commissions shall make records on the results of
verification of authenticity of signatures of electors in the signature [ists.

Article 68. Registration of candidates for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and fer deputies

Registration of candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus
shall be performed by the Central Commission whereas registration of candidates for
deputies shall be performed by the respective district or territorial electoral

commission.

Registration of candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus
shall begin 35 days and end 25 days before the elections, whereas registration of
candidates for deputies shall begin 40 days and end 30 days before the elections.

In certain cases the term of registration of candidates for the position of the President
of the Republic of Belarus and of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives may
be extended by a motivated decision of the Central Commission, but by not more
than five days whereas the term of registration of deputies cf the local Councils of
Deputies may be extended for the same period of time by the respective district or
territorial electoral commission.

Decision on registration of a candidate for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus shall be taken if the following dacuments are available as
submitted to the Central Commission befare the beginning of the registration: records
of the Oblast and the Minsk City commissions on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus canfirming availability of not less than 100 thousand signatures
of citizens of the Republic of Belarus for the nomination of the candidate for the
position of the President of the Republic of Belarus, an application of the candidate
stating his consent to stand in election as well as biographic data on the person
nominated as candidate for the paosition of the President of the Republic of Belarus
specifying the data stipulated by the Central Commission.

Decision on registration of candidates for deputies shall be taken if the following
documents submitted to the district or territorial electoral commission before
registration are available: minutes of sittings of supreme ar territorial managerial
bodies of political parties, meetings of primary organisations of palitical parties,
meetings (conferences) of labour collectives or of signature lists on nomination of
candidates for deputies for the given electoral district, applications of candidates for
deputies stating their consent to stand as candidates in the given electoral district
and the respective documents mentioned in parts two and three of Article 66 of this
Code.

If documents on nomination of a candidate for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, or deputy contain data that do not correspond to the reality
including bicgraphic data, the Central Commission, the district or territorial electoral
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commission, respectively, shall have the right to deny registration of the candidate for
the position of the President ar a deputy or cancel the decision on his reqgistration,

If an the whole for the Republic of Belarus not less than one percent of the verified
signature lists on the nomination of a candidate for the position of the President
submitted by an initiative group are recognised as invalid, the Central Commission
shall deny registration of the candidate for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus,

If verification of the authenticity of electors’ signatures in the signature lists for the
nomination of a candidate for deputy of the Chamber of Representatives submitted
by the initiative group to the district electoral commission shows that not less than
one percent of the verified signature lists are recognised as invalid whereas for the
nomination of a candidate for deputy of a local Council of Deputies submitted by the
initiative group to the district, territorial electoral commission shows that not less than
cne per cent of the verified signatures of electars in the signature lists are recognised
as invalid, the respective electoral commission shall deny registration of the deputy of
the Chamber of Representatives or for deputy of the local Council of Deputies.

Any number of candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus
or for deputies may be submitted for registration,

A candidate for deputy may run for election only in one electoral district. When
nominated as candidate for deputy in several electoral districts, the candidate for
deputy shall inform about his consent to run as candidate in the definite electoral
district and on refusal to run as candidate in the other electors districts the respective
district or territorial electoral commission not later than three days after the expiration
of the term for nomination of candidates for deputies. Failure to fulfil this requirement
shall be the ground for denial of registration of the candidate for deputy in all electoral
districts.

The Central Commission, the district or territorial electoral commission shall verify the
compliance with the procedure of nomination of candidates for the position of the
President of the Republic of Belarus or for deputies with the requirements of this
Code and shall take decision on registration of candidates for position of the
Fresident or deputies or a motivated decision on denial of registration.

The record aon registration of the candidate for deputy of the Qblast and the Minsk
City Council of Deputies shall be submitted respectively to the Oblast and the Minsk
City territorial electoral commission.

The Central Commission, the district or termritorial electoral commission, within a two-
day period after registration, shall issue to the candidates for position of the President
of the Republic of Belarus or for deputies the respective certificates,

Denial by the Central Commission to register the person nominated as a candidate
for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus may be appealed against,
within a three-day peried, in the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus, The
supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus shall consider the complaint within a three-
day period and its decision shall be final.



Denial of registration of a candidate for deputy of the Chamber of Representatives
may be appealed against, within a three-day period, in the Central Commission. The
decision of the Central Commission may be appealed against in the Supreme Court
of the Republic of Belarus. The Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus shall
consider the complaint within a three-day period and its decision shall be final.

Denial of registration of a candidate for deputy of a local Council of Deputies may be
appealed against, within a three-day period, in a superior territorial electoral
commissian. The decision of the supericr territorial electoral commission may be
appealed against, within the same period of time, in a regional (district) or Oblast
court that shall consider the appeal within a three-day period. The decisicn of the
court shall be final.

Powers of the person nominated as candidate for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus who is a member of the Central Commission, or territerial or
distrist commission on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall be
considered terminated as from the time of his registration as candidate for the
position of the President of the Republic of Belarus.

Powers of the person nominated as candidate for deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives who is a member of the Central Commission or territorial or district
commission on elections shall be considered terminated as from the time of his
registration as candidate for deputy.

Powers of the person nominated as candidate for deputy of a local Council of
Deputies wha is a member of the Central Commission, or the district, territorial or
precinet electoral commission where shall be considered terminated as from the time
of his registration as candidate for deputy.

The Central Commission, the district or territarial electoral commission, not |ater than
an the forth day after registration of candidates for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus or deputy, shall hand over to mass media for publication
information on registration specifying the surname, name and patronymic name, the
date of birth, the profession, the position (cccupation), the place of werk and
residence and the party membership of each candidate for the position of the
President of the Republic of Belarus or deputy or shall otherwise inform the electors

about this.

Article 60, Withdrawal of one's own candidature by the candidate for the
position of the President of the Republic of Bclarus or for deputy

A candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus cor for deputy
may withdraw his candidature at any time before the day of elections by submitting
an application en this to the Central Commission, district or territorial electoral
commission, respectively. In case of a withdrawal of one's own candidature by a
candidate for position of the President of the Republic of Belarus or for deputy
without valid causes, the candidate for position of the President or for deputy shall
compensate for the Central Commission, the district or the territarial electoral
commission for the expenses incurred by it for the candidate for the position of the
Prasident or for deputy including also expenses allocated for pre-election agitaticn.
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In case of refusal to voluntarily compensate for the expenses determined by the
Central Commission, the district or the territorial electoral commission in cases
stipulated by this article they shall be collected through a court of law.

In case of withdrawal of all candidates far the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, for deputies of the Chamber of Representative or for deputies of
the local Council of Deputies, new elections shall be held according to the procedure
as stipulated by Articles 81, 87 and 94 of this Code, respectively.

Article 70.  Cancellation of decision on the nomination of a candidate for
deputy

A political party or labour collective that nominated a candidate for the deputy shall
have the right to cancel its decision on nomination of the candidate for deputy not
later than three days before the elections. The candidate for deputy shall be informed
about the time of the sitting of the supreme or teritorial managerial bedy of the
political party, the meeting of the primary organisation of the political party or the
meeting (conference) of the labour collective on cancellation of the decision on
nomination of the candidate for deputy. The decision on this issue shall be taken
according to the procedure stipulated for the nomination of candidates for deputies
and shall be submitted immediately to the respective district or territorial electaral
commission.

In case of cancellation of the decision on the nomination of a candidate for deputy
without valid causes the superior or temitorial managerial body, or the primary
organisation of the political party. or the labour collective that nominated the
candidate for deputy shall compensate fo the district or territorial electoral
commission for its expenses incurred for the candidate for deputy including expenses
for pre-election agitation.

In case of refusal to voluntanly compensate for the expenses determined by the
district or the territorial electoral commission in the case stipulated by this article they
shall be collected thraugh a court of law.

Article 71.  Procedure of nomination of candidates for deputies instead of
those who quitted

In case when candidates for deputies quit after expiration of the term of registration
of candidates for deputies, if in the electoral district no other candidates remain, as
well as when the persons nominated as candidates for deputies before the
reqgistration recalled their applications on the consent to run as deputies in the
electoral district or these persons have been denied registration in view of violation of
the requirements of this Code which left no other candidates for deputies in the
electoral district the district or territorial electoral commission shall address
respectively to superior or territorial managerial bodies, primary ocrganisations of
political parties and labaur collectives with a proposal to nominate new candidates for
deputies. Nomination of candidates instead of those who quilted shall be made
according to the procedure established by this Code. If candidates for deputies quit
less than 20 days before the elections, elections of the deputy from the respective
electoral district shall be carried within a two-month period after the general elections.
In this case, the Central Commission shall establish the reduced time period for
election campaign.



Aricle 72. Ballot paper for elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus and ballot paper for elections of deputies

The text of the ballot paper for elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus
shall be approved by the Central Commission whereas the text of the ballat paper for
elections of deputy shall be approved by the respective district or territarial electoral

commissian.

The ballot paper shall include, in the alphabetic order, all registered candidates for
the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus or for deputies specifying the
sumame, name and patranymic name, the date cf birth, the professicn, the position
(occupation), the place of werk and residence and the party membership of each
candidate for the position of the President or deputy.

Each ballot paper must contain explanations how to fill it in.

Ballat papers shall be printed in the Belarusian and Russian languages. The reverse
side of the ballot paper must contain signatures of not less than two persons who are

members of the precinct commission.

Ballet papers for elections of local Councils of Deputies of different territcrial levels
must have different colour or ancther distinguishing sign.

In case of quitting of a candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of
Belarus or for deputy on the eve of the elections and if it is not possible to make new
ballot papers, the Central Commission, district or territorial electoral commissions,
respectively, shall instruct the precinct commissiens to make in each ballot paper with
ink or a ball-pen a note “quitted” against the surname of the candidate who quitted. A
" notice on the above shall also be displayed in the room for veting and this fact shall
be reported to the electors when they receive ballot papers.

Precinct commissions shall be provided with ballot papers not later than seven days
befare the electicns.

Chapter 16. Guarantees of activities and the rights of the candidate for the
position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for deputy

Adicle 73.  Equality of the rights and the duties of candidates for the position
of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for deputy

All candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for
deputies shall have equal rights and bear equal duties.

A candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for
deputy shall have no right to use advantages of his position in the interests of
election. Use of advantages of the position in this Code means:

involvement of persons who are in subordination or otherwise dependent through

their work position for performing, during the working hours, activities that facilitate
nomination and/or elections;
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use of the rcoms occupied by state bodies or organisations for performing activities
that facilitate nomination and/or elections in case when other candidates for the
position of the President of the Republic of Belarus of for deputies who have
addressed in relation to the same issue are not able to use these rooms on
analogous conditions;

use of telephone and other types of communication and office equipment designed
for suppert of the functions of state bedies and organisations, fer performing activities
that facilitate nomination andfor elections;

free-of-charge or privileged use of transport faciliies owned by the state for
performing activities that facilitate nomination and/or elections; and

collection of electors’ signatures and election agitation in the course of business trips.

The provisions stipulated in paragraphs four and five of part two of this article do not
caver persons who use communication and transport facilities in confarmity with the
legisiation on the State Guard

In case of violation of the requirements of this aricle the Central Commission, the
district or territorial electoral commission shall have the right to cancel the decision an
registration of the candidate.

Article T4,  Right of candidates for the pesition of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and for deputies to speak at meetings, use
mass media and obtain information

Candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for
deputies, from the time of their registration, shall have the equal right to speak at
election and other meetings, conferences, sittings, in the press and on the state radio
whereas a candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and
for deputies of the Chamber of Representatives also on the state television. Violation
of this right may be appealed against in the district or territorial electoral commission
and the Central Commission.

State bodies, public associations, heads of erganisations and bodies of territorial
public self-government shall be obliged to assist in the organisation of meetings of
candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for
deputies with the electors as well as to assure the submission of the information
materials that are required for them for holding the election campaign except for
materials the use of which is restricted by the legislation.

Article 75, Election program of the candidate the position of the President of
the Republic of Belarus and for deputy

A candidate the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for deputy
shall have the right to present the program of his future activities. The program of a
candidate must not contain propaganda of war or appeal to forcible alterations of the
constitutional system, violation of the territorial integrity of the Republic of Belarus, to
social, national, religious or racial enmity, insulls and slander in relation to official
persons of the Republic of Belarus or other candidates for the position of the
President of deputies.
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When the requirements of this article are viclated, the Central Commissian, d istrict ar
tarritorial electoral commissions shall have the right to cancel the decision an

registration of the candidate.

Article 76. Proxies of the candidate for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and for deputy

A candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus may have up
to 20 proxies, a candidate for deputy of the Chamber of Representatives up to 10
proxies and a candidate for deputy of a local Council of Deputies up to 5 proxies.

Proxies shall help the candidate in carrying election campaign, agitate for his election
and represent interests of the candidate in relationship with state bodies, public
associations and electors as well as on commissions.

A candidate the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus or for a deputy
shall define proxies at his discretion and inform about them in a written application
respectively to the Central Commission, the district and the territcrial electoral
commissions for registration, After registration candidates shall be issued certificates.
The application shall specify the surname, name and patronymic name and the
address of the proxy. The respective commission shall, within a three-day pericd as
from the ime of receipt of the application, register the proxies and issue to them
certificates.

A candidate the pasition of the President or a deputy shall have the right to recall
proxies at any time before the eleclions informing about this the respective
commissions that shall cancel the certificates issued to them. A proxy may renounce
his powers at any time.

A proxy of a candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus
may not be member of the Central Commission, territarial and precinct commissions
an elections of the President whereas a proxy of a candidate for deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives or for deputy of a local Council of Deputies a member of
the Central Commission, the district, territorial and precinct electoral commissions in
which he represents the candidate for deputy and, from the time of his registration by
the respective commission, shall be considered relieved cf the duties on the
commission.

Proxies of a candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus or
for deputy shall be relieved of production or office duties without preservation of the
salary on request of the candidate or a person application,
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Article 77.  Relieving of the candidate for the position of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and for deputy of production or office duties
for participation in election campaign and guarantees of their
activities

After registration, candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of
Belarus (except for the President who runs for the second term of office) and for
deputies of the Chamber of Representatives (except for the Chairman of the
Chamber of representatives)shall be relieved, on their personal request, from
preduction or office duties from the day of registration till the day of elections without
preservation of the salary.

Candidates for deputies of local Councils of Deputies, after their registration, when
required and on their personal application, may be relieved from exercise of
preduction or official duties without preservation of the salary.

Candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for
deputies may be given, on their perscnal application and for the same period of time,
the regular leave,

A candidate for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus and for

deputy may not be sent for a lang-term business trip or called for military service or
muster from the day of registration till the day of elections.

Chapter 17. Procedure of establishment of the results of wvoting and
summarisation of the results of elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus

Article 78. Establishment of the results of voting in territorial commissions
on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus

The regional, the town and the town district commission on elections of the President
of the Republic of Belarus, on the basis of the records received from the precinct
commissions and compiled in accordance with the requirements of Article 55 of this
Code, shall establish:

the total number of electors for the region, town or town district;

the number of electors who have received ballot papers;

the number of electors who have taken part in the voting;

the number of votes given for and the number of votes given against each candidate
for the position of the President:

the number of ballot papers recognised as invalid;
the number of ballot papers issued to the precinct commissions;
the number of spoiled ballot papers; and

the number of unused ballot papers.
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The regional, the town and the town district commission shall establish at its sitting
the results of voting far the region, town and town district and make the recards. The
record shall be signed by the chairman, the deputy chairman, the secretary and the
members of the commission and shall be immediately, but not later than three days
after the end of voting, handed over in person by the chairman or the deputy
chairman or the secretary of the commission to the respective Oblast or Minsk City
commission on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus and to the bady
that formed the commission for information.

The Oblast and the Minsk City commission on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, on the basis of the records received from the respective
regional, town and town district commissions, shall establish:

the total number of electors for the Oblast and the City of Minsk;
the number of electors who have received ballot papers;
the number of electors who have taken part in the voting,

the number of votes given for and the number of votes given against each candidate
far the position of the President,

the number of ballot papers recognised as invalid,

the number of ballot papers issued to the respective regional, tow and town district
COMmISSIons;

the number of spoiled ballot papers, and
the number of unused ballot papers.

The Oblast and the Minsk City commission shall establish at its sitting the results of
voting for the Oblast and the Minsk City and make record on this. The recerd shall be
signed by the chairman, the deputy chairman, the secretary and the members of
commission and shall be immediately, but not later than four days after the end of
voting, handed owver in person by the chaiman or the deputy chairman or the
secretary of the commissian to the Central Commissicn and to the body that farmed
{he Oblast and the Minsk City commission on elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus for information.

The records of the commissions forwarded to the superior commissions shall
enclose, if any, special opinions of the members of the commission and statements
of proxies of candidates for the positions of the President of the Republic of Belarus
and of other persons on violations of the requirements of this Code and decisions of
the commissions taken an them.

In case of detection by the body that farmed the regional, town, town district, Oblast
ar Minsk City commission of violations of the requirements of this Code and of other
legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus made in the course of the voting or during
the count of votes, this shall be immediately notified to the respective superior
commission or the Central Commission,
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Article 79,  Determination and publication of the results of elections of the
Presidont of the Republic of Belarus

The Central Commission, on the basis of records of the Oblast and Minsk City
commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, not later than
ten days after the end of voting, shall determine at its sitting and write in the record
the following data:

the total number of electors for the Republic of Belarus:
the number of electors who have received ballot papers;
the number of electors who have taken part in the vating;

the number of votes given for and the number of votes given against each candidate
for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus;

the number of ballot papers recognised as invalid:
the number of spoiled ballot papers; and
the number of unused ballot papers.

The record shall be signed by the chairman, the deputy chairman, the secretary and
the members of the Central Commission.

Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus shall be recognised as having
taken place if the voting has been attended by more than half of the citizens of the
Republic of Belarus included into the list of electors.

The President of the Republic of Belarus shall be acknowledged elected if maore than
half of the citizens of the Republic of Belarus who took part in the voting have voted
fer him.,

In case of deteclion of mistakes and irregularities in the records of the precinct and
territorial commissions as well as of violations commitied in the course of the voting
or during the count of votes, the Central Commission shall have the right to take a
decision on a new count of voles by the respective territorial commission. A new
count of votes of the electors shall be made by the temritorial commission in presence
of a member (members) of the Central Commission and, if required, of the precinct
commissions as well.

Elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus an the whole of the Republic or
for separate polling stations, regions, towns, town districts, Oblasts or the City of
Minsk may be recegnised as invalid because of violations of the requirements of this
Code made in the course of elections or during the count of votes if they affected the
results of the elections for the whole of the Republic. Decision on recognising the
elections invalid shall be taken by the Central Commission and may be appealed
against in the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus within ten days. The right of
appeal against the decision an recognition of elections as invalid shall belong to
candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus,



The Central Commission shall hand over an information on the results of elections of
the President of the Republic of Belarus to mass media for making them public
(publication) not later than three days from the time of signing of the records an the

election results.
Article B0,  Second round of voting

If none of the candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus
received the required number of votes, then, within a two-week period, on decision of
the Central Commission, a second round of voling shall be held on the two
candidates who received the greater number of votes of the electors. Information on
the hoiding of a second round of voting shall be published in the press within a three-
day pericd. The second round of voting shall be held observing the requirements of

this Code.

Elections in the second round of voting shall be acknowledged as having taken place
if voting has been attended by more than half of the electors included into the list of
citizens who have the right to take part in the elections. Elected shall be the
candidate for the positian of the President of the Republic of Belarus who received in
the second round of voting mare than half of the votes of the electars who took part

in the voting.

If ane of the candidates for the position of the President included into the baliot paper
in the second round of voting has withdrawn his candidature, the second round of
voting shall be held on one candidature. In such case, the candidate for the position
of the President shall also be acknowledged as elected if he received maore than half

of the votes of electors who took part in the voting.
Article B1.  New clections

If during elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus net mere than two
candidates for the position of the President ran and none of them was elected as well
as in case when elections of the President are recognised as having not taken place
ar invalid ar when a second round of voting did not allow the determination of the
alected President, the Central Commission shall solve the issue of appointment of
new (repeated) elections with a new nomination of candidates for the position of the
President. In such case, it may take a decision on holding elections by territarial and
precinct commissians having new membership.

New elections shall be held within three months after the main elections. Voting shall
be held at the same palling stations according to the lists of citizens compiled for the
holding of main elections and specified on the eve of new elections.

The formation of commissions on elections of the President of the Republic of
Belarus, if a decision was taken on holding new elections by commissions having
new membership as stipulated in part one of this article, the nomination and the
registration of candidates for the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus
and other actions connected with the holding of new elections of the President shall
be carried according to the procedure established by this Code.
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When new elections are held, citizens of the Republic of Belarus in relation of whom
decisions were taken on cancellation of their registration as candidates for the
position of the President in accordance with Article 47, part five of Article 49, part six
of Article 68 and Article 75 of this Code as well as those who withdrew their
candidatures in the first round of election without valid causes.

Information on holding new (repeated) elections shall be published in press and
made public in other mass media within a three-day period.

Chapter 18. Procedure of establishment of the results and summarisation of
the results of elections of deputics of the Chamber of
Represeontatives

Article 82,  Establishment of the results of elections in the electoral district for
elections of the deputy of the Chamber of Representatives

Cn the basis of the records received from the precinct electoral commissions and
compiled in accordance with the requirements of Article 55 of this Code, the district
eleclaoral commission shall establish:

the total number of electors for the district;

the number of electars who have received ballot papers;

the number of electors who have taken part in the voling;

the number of votes given for and the number of votes given against each candidate
for the position of the President;

the number of ballot papers recegnised as invalid;

the number of ballot papers issued to the precinct commissions;
the number of spoiled ballot papers; and

the number of unused ballot papers.

The candidate elected in the first round of elections in the electoral district shall be
the candidate for the Chamber of Representatives who received at the elections
more than half of the votes of the electors who took part in the voting provided the
elections have been recognised as having taken placa.

Elections shall be acknowledged as having taken place if the voting has been
attended by more than half of the electars of the district included into the list of
citizens who have the right to take part in elections.

The district electoral commission may recognise elections as invalid if violations of
the requirements of this Code were made in the course of elections or during the
count of votes or determining of the results of elections that influenced the results of
the elections. A complaint about such violation shall be submitted to the district
electoral commission not later than on the day following the day of elections.



The district electoral commission shall establish at its sitting the results of elections
far the electoral district and write down the resulls in the record. The record shall be
signed by the chairman, the deputy chairman, the secretary and the members of the
commissian and shall be immediately, but not later three four days after the end of
voting, handed over in person by the chairman or the deputy chairman or the
secretary of the commission to the Central Commission and to the body that formad
the district electoral commissicn for information. The recerd forwarded to the Central
Commission shall enclose, if any, special opinions of the members of the
commission, statements of proxies of candidates for deputies and of other persons
on viglations of the requirements of this Code and decisions of the commissions

taken on them.

In case when the bedy that formed the commission detects wviolations of the
requirements of this Code and of other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus
made in the course of the voting or during the count of votes, this fact shall be
immediately notified to the Central Commission.

In case of detection of mistakes and irmegularities in the records of the precinct and
the district electoral commissions as well as of violations committed in the course of
voting or during the count of votes the Central Commission shall have the right to
take a decision on a new count of votes by the respective district electoral
commission. A new count of votes of the electors shall be made by the district
electaoral commission in the presence of a member (members) of the Central
Commission and, if required, of the precinct electoral commissicns as well.

The respective district electoral commissian shall publish an information on the
results of elections for the electoral district net later than on the fifth day after the
elections. The information shall specify the total number of electors included into the
lists of citizens who have the right to take part in elections; the number of electors
who took part in the voting; the number of votes given for and the number of votes
given against each candidate; the number of invalid ballot papers; the surname,
name and patronymic name, the date of hirth, the prefession, the positian
(occupation), the place of work and residence and the party membership of the
elected deputy. If the elections are recognised as having not taken place or invalid ar
a second round of voling is appeinted, the district electeral commission shall inform
about this and publish the list of candidates for deputies of the Chamber of
Represantatives who have passed to the second round of voting.

Article 83, Second round of vating

If none of the candidates for deputies of the Chamber of Representatives was
elected in the first round of election for the electoral district, the district electoral
cammission shall take a decision on holding in the electoral district a second round of
voting on the two candidates for deputies who received the greater number of voles
of the electors in the first round of elections. Information en this decision shall be
handed over by the district electoral commission to the Central Commission and the
electors of the district. The second round of voting shall be held with the cbservance
of the requirements of this Code.

Elections in the second reund shall be acknowledged as having taken place if the

voting has been attended by more than half of the electors included into the lists of
citizens who have the right to take part in the elections, The candidate for deputy who
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received the greater number of votes of the electors who took part in the voting shall
be acknowledged as elected.

In case when one of the candidates for deputies of the Chamber of Representatives
included into the ballot paper for the second round of voting has withdrawn his
candidature the second round of voting may be held on one candidature. In such
case, the candidate for deputy who received more than hall of the votes of the
electors who took part in the vating shall be acknowledged elected.

Article 84, Determination of the results of elections by the Central
Commission

The Central Commission, on the basis of received records of the district electoral
commissions shall determine the results of elections of deputies for the electoral
districts and register the elecled deputies of the Chamber of Representatives.

The Central Commission may recognise the elections as invalid if viclations of the
requirements af this Code took place in the course of elections or during the count of
vates or the determination of the results of the elections that affected the results of
the elections or do not allow the true determination of the results of the expression of
will by the electors, and deny registration of the deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives.

Article 85.  Publication of the results of elections of deputies of the Chamber
of Representatives

The Central Commission shall forward to the press for publication, not later than
within a three-day period from the day of signing of the records on the results of the
elections, information on the results of elections for the Republic of Belarus and the
list of elected deputies of the Chamber of Representatives in the alphabetic order
specifying the surname, name and patronymic name, the date of birth, the
profession, the position (occupation), the place of work and residence, the party
membership and the electoral district from which he has been elected as deputy.

Article B6. Certificate and the badge of the deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives

After the Chamber of Representatives acknowledges the powers of the elected
deputies of the Chamber of Representatives, cerificates on their election as deputies
issued to them by the district electoral commissions shall be substituted by
cerificates of the deputy of the Chamber of Representatives. The deputy shall also
be given a badge.
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Article 87. New elections

If elections that took place in the electaral district in the first round of electians or in
the second round of voting have been recognised as having not taken place or
invalid, or if the first round of elections when not more than two candidates ran none
of them received the required number of the votes of the electors, or if in the second
round of voting only one candidate for deputy was left who did not receive the
required number of the votes of the electars, the Central Commission shall instruct
the district electoral commission to hold in the electoral district new (repeated)
elections. In such case, it may take a decision en the necessity to hold elections by
the district and precinct electoral commissions having new membership. Voting shall
be held at the same palling stations according to the lists compiled for the halding of
main elections and specified on the eve of new electians,

Mew elections shall be held within the time period established by the Central
Commission. The formation of electoral commissions, if a decision was taken on
holding new elections by commissions having new membership as stipulated in part
ane of this article, the nomination and the registration of candidates for deputies and
other procedures shall be carried out according ta the order established by this Code.
New elections shall be acknowledged as having taken place if in the first round of the
new elections and in the second round of voting more than half of the electors
included into the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in the elections have
taken part. The candidate elected in the first round of new elections shall be the
candidate for the Chamber of Representatives who received more than half of the
votes of the electors who took part in the voting. Elected in the second round of
voting of new elections shall be the candidate for deputy who received the greater
part of the votes of the electors who took part in the voling. In case when cne of the
candidates for deputies of the Chamber of Representalives included into the ballot
paper for the secand round of voting withdrew his candidature, the second round of
voting may be held with one candidate. In such case, the candidate shall be
considerad elected if he has received more than half of the votes of the electors who

tock part in the voting.

When new elections are held, citizens of the Republic of Belarus in relation of whom
decisions were taken on cancellation of their registration as candidates for deputies
in accordance with Article 47, part five of Article 49, part six of Article 68 and Article
75 of this Code as well as those who withdrew their candidatures in the first round of
elections without valid causes.

Article 88.  Holding of elections of deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives instead of those whe quitted

In case of a recall of a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or early termination
of deputy powers for other reasons, new elections shall be held in the respective
electoral district within a four-month pericd from the time of the quilting of the deputy.
The Central Commission shall appeoint elections not later than three months before
they are lo be held and shall be organised with the cbservance of the requirements

of this Code.

In case when a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives quits (leaves his positicn)
less than one year before expiration of the term of office of the deputies of the

75



Chamber of Representatives, elections of a new deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives instead of the one who quitted shall not be held.

Chapter 19. Procedure of establishment of the results and summarisation of
the results of elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies

Article 85.  Establishment of the results of elections of deputies of local
Councils of Deputies for the electoral district

On the basis of the records received from the precinct electoral commission(s) and
compiled in accordance with the requirements of Article 55 of this Code, the territorial
or district electaral commission shall determine:

the total number of eleclars for the district;
the number of electors who have received ballot papers;
the number of electors who have taken part in the voting;

the number of votes given for and the number of votes given against each candidate
for deputy;

the number of ballot papers recognised as invalid;

the number of ballot papers issued fo the precinct electoral commissions;
the number of spoiled ballot papers; and

the number of unused ballot papers.

The candidate elected in the first round of elections in the electoral district shall be
the candidate for deputies who received at the elections more than half of the votes

f the electors who took part in the voting provided the elections have been
recognised as having taken place.

Elections shall be acknowledged as having taken place if the voting has been
attended by more than half of the eleclors of the district included into the list of
citizens who have the right to take part in elections.

The temitorial or district electoral commission may recognise elections as invalid if
viglations of the requirements of this Code were made in the course of electicns or
during the count of votes or determination of the resulls of elections that influenced
the results of the elections. A complaint about such violation shall be submitted to the
territorial or district electoral commission not later than on the day following the day of
elections,

The territorial or district electoral commission shall establish at its sitting the results of
elections for the each electoral district and record the results in the minutes. The
chairman, the deputy chairman, the secretary and the members of commission shall
sign the minutes.
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The district electoral commission on elections of the Oblast Council of Deputies and
the territorial electaral commission that exercises in a district of the City of Minsk
powers of district electoral commissions for elections to the Minsk City Council of
Deputies shall, not later than three days after the end of the voting, hand over the
record respectively to the Oblast or the Minsk City territorial electoral cemmission and
the body that formed the commission for information. The chairman of the deputy
chairman or the secratary of the commission shall hand over the record in person.
The record forwarded to the Oblast or the Minsk City territorial commission shall
enclose, if any, special cpinions of the members of the commission, statements of
the proxies of the candidates for deputies and of other persons on viclations of the
requirements of this Code and decisions taken on them by the respective district or
territerial electoral commission.

The territorial electoral commissions on elections to the regional, town, settlement
and rural Councils of Deputies shall hand over the records on the results of the
elections to the badies that formed the commission for information.

In case when the body that formed the commission detects violations of the
requirements of this Ccde and of cther legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus
made in the course of the voting or during the count of votes, this fact shall be
immediately notified to the Central Commission.

In case of detection of mistakes and irregularities in the records of the precinct and
the territarial or district electoral commissions as well as of other violations committed
in the course of voling or during the count of votes the superior territorial electoral
commissian shall have the right to take a decision on a new count of votas by the
respective territorial or district electoral commission. A new count of votes of the
glectors shall be made by the leritorial or district electoral commission in the
presence of a member (members) of the superior territorial electoral commission and,
if required, of the precinct electeral commissions as well.

Article 90.  Second round of voting

If nene of the candidates for deputies of the local Council of Deputies was elected in
the first round of elections in the electoral district, the territorial or district electoral
commission or the territorial electoral commission that exercises in the district of the
City of Minsk powers of district electoral commissions on elections of the Minsk City
Council of Deputies shall take a decision an halding in the electoral district a second
round of voting on the two candidates for deputies who received the greater number
of vates of the electoers in the first round of elections. Information on this decision
shall be given to the electors of the district by the respective teritorial or district
electoral commission. The second round of voting shall be held netl later than within a
two-week pericd with the abservance of the requirements of this Code.

Elections in the second round shall be acknowledged as having taken place if the
voting has been attended by more than 25 per cent of the electors of the district
included into the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in the elections. The
candidate for deputy who received the greater number of votes of the electors who
took part in the voting shall be acknowledged as elected.

In case when one of the candidates for deputies of the local Council of Deputies
included into the ballot paper for the second round of voting has withdrawn his
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candidature, the second round of voting may be held with one candidate. In such
case, the candidate for deputy who received more than half of the votes of the
electors who took part in the voting shall be acknowledged as elected.

Article 81, Determination of the results of elections for local Councils of
deputies by the territorial electoral commissions

The territorial electoral commission on elections of the Oblast and the Minsk City
Council of Deputies, on the basis of respective records of the district electaral
commissions on elections of the Oblast Council of Deputies and of territorial electaral
commissions thal exercise in the districts of the City of Minsk the powers of district
electoral commissions on elections to the Minsk City Council of Deputies, whereas
the territarial electoral commissions on elections of the regional, town, settlement or
rural Council of Deputies on the basis of the records of the precinct electoral
commissions and the records on the results of elections in the electoral districts shall
summarise the results of elections of the respective local Council of Deputies and
register the deputies elected for each electoral district.

The territonial electoral commission may| recognise the elections as invalid if
violations of the requirements of this Code tock place in the course of elections or
during the count of votes or determination of the results of the elections that
influenced the results of the elections or do not allow the true determination of the
results of the expression of will of the electars and may deny registration of the

deputy.

Article 82,  Publication of the results of elections of deputies of local Councils
of Deputies

The respective territorial commissions shall forward to the press for publication an
information on the results of the elections and the list of elected deputies of the
Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town, settlement and rural Councils of Deputies or
otherwise inform the electors about this not later than on the fifth day after the
elections in the alphabelic order specifying the surmame, name and patronymic
name, the date of birth, the profession, the position (occupation), the place of work
and residence, the party membership of each deputy and the electoral district from
which he has been elected as deputy, The infarmation shall include the total number
of electors included into the lists of citizens who have the right to take part in the
elections, the number of electors who took part in the voting, the number of votes
given for and the number of votes given against each candidate, and the number of
invalid ballct papers.

In case of recognition of election as having not taken place or invalid or in case of
appointment of a second round of voting, the territorial electoral commission shall
inform about this and publish the list of candidates for deputies of the local Council of
Deputies who have passed for the second round of voting.

Article 83,  Certificate and the badge of the deputy of the local Council of
Deputies

The territorial electoral commission on elections of the regional, town (in towns

subordinated to Oblast and region), settlement or rural Council of Deputies, the
district electoral commission on elections of the Oblast Council of Deputies and the
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territorial electoral commission that exercises in the district of the City of Minsk
powers of district electoral cemmissions on elections to the Minsk City Council of
Deputies, after the publication in the press of the list of registered deputies and - in
case of holding of new (repeated) elections and elections instead of a deputy who
quitted — after publication of the results of elections in the electoral district shall issue
to each deputy elected in the district a certificate an his election,

After the local Council of Deputies acknowledges the powers of the elected deputy,
ihe cerificate on his election as deputy that was issued to him shall be substituted by
3 certificate of the deputy of the respective local Council of Deputies. The deputy

shall also be given a badge.

Article 94. New elections

If elections that took place in the electoral district in the first round of elections or in
the second round of veoting have been recognised as having not taken place or
invalid or if in the first round of elections when not more than two candidates ran for
alections none of them received the required number of the votes of the electors or if
in the second round of vating only ane candidate for deputy of the local Council of
Deputies was left who did not receive the required number of the votes af the
electors, the Oblast or the Minsk City territorial electoral commission shall instruct the
respective district electoral commission or the territorial electoral commissions that
exarcises in the district of the City of Minsk powers of district electoral commissions
on elections to the Minsk City Council of Deputies to hold in the electoral district new
(repeated) elections whereas the regional, town, settlement or rural territonal
electoral commission shall take decision on the holding of new elections in the
slectoral district. In such case, it may take a decision on the necessity to held
elections by the district, the said territorial and precinct electoral and cemmissions
having new membership. In such case the formation of electoral commissions shall
be made according to the precedure established by this Code. Voting shall be held at
the same polling stations according to the lists compiled far the holding of the main
elections and detailed cn the eve of the new elections.

MNew elections shall be held within the lime period established by the territorial
electoral cammission. The nomination and registraticn of candidates for deputies and
other procedures shall be carried according to the order and within the time period
established by this Cede. Mew elections shall be acknowledged as having taken
place if in the first round of the new elections and in the second round of voting more
than half of the electers included into the lists of citizens who have the right to take
part in the elections have taken part. New elections in the second round of voting
shall be considered as having taken place if the voting has been attended by more
than 25 per cent of the district recorded in the lists of citizens who have the right to
take part in the elections. Elected in the first round of new elections shall be the
candidate for deputy of the local Council of Deputies who received mare than half of
the votes of the electors who took part in the vating. Elected in the second round of
voting of new elections shall be the candidate for deputy who received the greater
part of the votes of the electors who took part in the veting. In case when one of the
candidates for deputies of the local Council of Deputies included into the ballot paper
for the second round of voting withdrew his candidature, the second round of voting
may be held with one candidate. In such case, the candidate shall be considered
elected if he has received more than half of the votes of the electors who took part in
the voting.
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When new eleclions are held, citizens of in relation of whom decisions were taken an
cancellation of their registration as candidates for deputies in accordance with Article
47, part five of Article 49, part six of Article 68 and Article 75 of this Code as well as
those who withdrew their candidatures in the first round of electians without valid
causes.

Aricle 85.  Holding of clections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies
instead of those who quitted their position

In case of a recall of a deputy of the lecal Council of Deputies ar early termination of
deputy powers for ather reasons, new elections shall be held in the respective
electoral district within a four-month period from the time of the quitting of the deputy.
The respective local Council of Deputies shall appoint elections not later than three
months before they are to be held and shall be crganised with the cbservance of the
requirements of this Code,

In case when a deputy of the local Council of Deputies quits (leaves his position) less
than six months before expiration of the term of office of the deputies of the local
Council of Deputies elections of a new deputy instead of the ane who quitted shall
not be held.

If during the helding of elections of a deputy of the town (town subordinated to
region), settlement or rural Council of Deputies instead of the one who quitted the
territory of the electoral district is smaller than the territory of the voting precinct or
egual to it, the precinct electoral commission shall not be formed. In this case, the
powers of the precinet electoral commission shall be exercised by the territarial
electoral commission on elections of the given local Council of Deputies. Vating may
be declared finished before 22 hours if all electors included into the list have voted,

Article 96. Holding of elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies in
newly formed territorial administrative units

Elections of deputies of local Councils of Deputies in newly formed territorial
administrative units shall be held in cases when the formation of a local Council of
Deputies is impossible in view of the absence or insufficient number of deputies
elected for the Council in the territory included into the newly formed Oblast, region,
town, settlement or rural Council. In this case the number of electoral districts to be
formed for elections of the local Council of Deputies in the newly formed territorial
administrative unit and the average number of electors in the electoral district on
elections of this local Council of Deputies shall be established by the respective
superior local Council of Deputies and the temitonial electoral commission for
elections of the local of the local Council of Deputies shall be formed by the superior
executive committee,

Elections shall be appointed by the President of the Republic of Belarus and held
according to the procedure established by this Code.

In case of elections of deputies of the Oblast Council of Deputies in a newly formed

Oblast the number of electoral districts to be formed and the average number of
electors per electoral district shall be established by the Central Commission. The
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Oblast territorial and the district electoral commissions shall also be formed by the
Central Commission.

SECTION VI. Election of Members to the Council of the Republic

Chapter 20. Procedure for Appointment of Elections of Members of the Council
of the Republic. Nomination of Candidates for Election to the

Council of the Republic

Aricle 97.  Appeintment of Elections of Members of the Council of the
Republic

Elections of members of the Council of the Republic of a new convocation shall be
appointed by the President of the Republic of Belarus not later than four months and
held not later than 30 days before the expiry of the term of office of the Council of the
Republic of the current convocation,

Eight members of the Council of the Republic shall be elected from each Oblast and
the City of Minsk by secret ballot at the sittings of the deputies of local Councils of
Deputies of the base level.

In the event of early termination of the term of office of the Council of the Reputlic,
extra-ordinary elections, which shall be appointed by the President of the Republic of
Belarus, are to be held within three months of the date of the early termination of the

term of office of the Chamber.

The election date shall be made public through mass media not later than three days
from the date when the elections were appointed.

Article 98.  Qualifications for Candidates for Election to the Council of the
Republic

Every citizen of the Republic of Belarus who has reached the age of 30 and has been
a resident of a respective Oblast or the City of Minsk for the pericd of not less than
five years shall be eligible for the nomination as a candidate for election to the
Council of the Republic,

Candidates for membership of the Council of the Republic may naot be nominated
citizens who have no right in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of
Belarus to occupy positions in the state apparatus in connection with their conviction
that has not been cancelled or quashed in conformity with the procedure established
by the legislation as well as citizens subjected to administrative penalty imposed by
the court.



Article 88.  Incompatibility of the Status of a Member of the Council of the
Republic with the Official Position and the Powers of the Doeputy of
the Chamber of Representatives

A member of the Council of the Republic shall not be simultanecusly the President of
the Republic of Belarus, a Deputy of the Chamber of Representatives of the Republic
of Belarus, or a judge.

Article 100, MNomination of Candidates for Election to the Council of the
Republic

The procedure for nominating the candidates for election to the Council of the
Republic shall begin 90 days before and end 80 days after the expiry of the term of
office of the Council of the Republic of the cumrent convocation.

The right to nominate the candidates for election to the Council of the Republic shall
belong to the Presidiums of the local Councils of Deputies of the base level and
respective executive committees - district and town executive committees (in the
towns subordinated to Oblast), and in the City of Minsk - to the Presidium of the
Minsk City Council of Deputies and to the Minsk Executive Committee. The joint
session of these bodies shall be attended by not less than two thirds of the number of
members of the respective Presidium of the Council of Deputies and the respective
Executive Committee,

The decision by the joint session of the Presidium of the local Council of Deputies of
the base level and the respective executive Committee to nominate a candidate for
election to the Council of the Republic shall be adopted by the majority of the votes of
theirs membars.

The Presidium of the regional Council of Deputies, the town Council of Deputies (in
the towns subordinated to Oblast) and the respective executive committee may
nominate only cne candidate for election to the Council of the Republic, The same
candidate for election to the Council of the Republic may be nominated by several
presidiums of the region or the town (in cities towns subordinated to Oblast) Councils
of Deputies and respective executive commitiees,

The decision to nominate a person as a candidate for election to the Council of the
Republics shall state the surname, name and patronymic name, the date of birth, the
profession, the position (occupation), the place of birth, the place of residence, the
party affiliation and the period of residence in the territory of the Oblast or the city of
Minsk.

The decision, which shall be signed by the Chairman of the local Council of Deputies
and the Chairman of the respective executive committee, together with the
applicaticn of the person, nominated as a candidate for election to the Council of the
Republic, staling his consent to be a candidate for election to the Council of the
Republic from the Oblast or the City of Minsk, and this person's biographical data
indicating the data stipulated by the Central Commission shall be submitted not later
than within 3 days to the Cenlral Commission, and with regard to the persons,
specified in Aricle 99 of this Code, it shall also be necessary to submit their
applications, stating that these persons agree to resign their positions or to terminate
the powers of deputies of the Chamber of Representatives.



Article 101, Registration of Candidates for Election to the Council of the
Republic

Candidates for election to the Council of the Republic shall be registered by the
Central Commission. A candidate for election to the Council of the Republic shall be
registered only if the following documents have been submitted to the Central
Commission prior to the beginning of the registration procedure: the decision by the
Council of Deputies of the base level and the respective executive committee 1o
nominate a candidate for election to the Council of the Republic; the applicaticn cf
the person, nominated as a candidate for election to the Council of the Republic,
stating his consent to be a candidate for election to the Council of the Republic from
the Oblast or the City af Minsk; and this person’s bicgraphical data, and with regard
to the perscns, specified in Article 9 of this Code, their applications, stating that
these persons agree to resign their pesitions or to terminate the pawers of deputies
of the Chamber of Representatives.

The registration of the candidates for election to the Council of the Republic shall
begin 60 days and end 55 days before the expiry of the term of office of the Council

of the Republic of the current convocation.

The Central Cemmissicn shall verify the compliance of the procedure for the
nomination of candidates for election to the Council of the Republic, make a
conclusion on this and take a decision to register the members of the Council of the
Republic, or a motivated decision to deny registration. An appeal against the decision
by the Central Commission may be lodged within three days with the Supreme Court
of the Republic of Belarus. The Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus shall
consider the appeal within three days, and the decision on the appeal, delivered by
the court, shall be final, The reqgistered candidates for election to the Council of the
Republic shall be issued respective certificates.

A candidate for election to the Council of the Republic, from the date of his
registration to the date of publication of the election resuits, shall not be sent on a
long-term business trips, or called for military service or a muster.

The Central Commission, not later than on the fourth day after registration of the
candidates for election to the Council of the Republic, shall hand over the report on
the registration of the candidates for election to the Council of the Republic to the
mass media specifying the surname, name and patranymic name, the date of birth,
the profession, the paosition (occupation), the place of birth, the place of residence,
the party affiliation and the period of residence in the territory of the Qblast or the City
of Minsk.
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Chapter 21. Helding of the Sitting of Doputies of Local Councils of Deputies of
the Base Level and of Deputies of the Minsk City Council of
Deputies on Elections of Members to the Council of the Republic

Aricle 102. Procedure for Calling and Holding a Sitting of Deputies of Local
Councils of Deputies of the Base Level and of Deputies of the
Minsk City Council of Deputies on Elections of Members to the
Council of the Republic

The deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of the base level of the Oblast and the
deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies shall hold a sitting en the elections of
the members to the Council of the Republic not later than 35 days prior to the expiry
of the term of office of the Council of the Republic by a joint decision to be passed by
the majority of votes of the members of the Presidiums of the Oblast Council of
DCeputies, the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the Oblast Executive Committee
and the Minsk City Executive Committee. The joint session held by these bodies
shall be attended by not less than two thirds of the number of members of the
respective presidium of the Council of Deputies and of the executive committee. The
decision shall set the date of the session,

The sitting of the deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of the base level of the
Oblast and of the deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies shall be competent,
if attended by not less than a half of the total number of deputies elected to the local
Councils of Deputies of the base level of the Oblast or to the Minsk City Council of
Deputies. In so doing, the sitting of the deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of
the base level shall be attended by not less than one fourth of the number of deputies
elected to each local Council of Deputies of the base level.

The sitting of the deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of the base level of the
Cblast and of the deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies shall be opened by
the oldest deputy.

A sitting shall elect the presidivm, the secretariat, the counting committee and the
mandate committee to support its proceedings.

Upen the presentation made by the mandate committee, the sitting of the deputies of
the local Councils of Deputies of the base level of the Oblast and of the deputies of
the Minsk City Council of Deputies shall be declared compeatent.

The sitting shall hear the conclusion by the Central Committee on the legality of
nomination of candidates for election to the Council of the Republic from the Oblast
and the city of Minsk and its notification of registration of the candidates.

A decision by a sitting of deputies of the local Councils of the base level and of the
deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies shall be passed by a majority vote of
the deputies present at the sitting of the Councils.

Article 103. Discussion of Candidatures Nominated for Election to the Council
of the Republic

The sitting of deputies of the local Councils of the base level and of the deputies of
the Minsk City Council of Deputies on the election of members to the Council of the
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Republic shall consider the candidates for election to the Council of the Republic,
neminated at the joint sessions of the Presidiums of the local Councils of the base
level of the Oblast and the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the respective
executive committees. Momination of other candidates for election to the Council of
the Republic at the sitting of the deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of the
hase level of the Oblast and of the deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies

shall not be held.

The candidates for election to the Council of the Republic shall present their
programs at the sitting.

Each deputy, taking part in the sitting, shall have the right to put questions to a
candidate for election to the Council of the Republic, express his opinien, and call for
support for or against the nominated candidature.

The discussion of candidatures shall be stopped by decision of the sitling.

The candidate for the Council of the republic may withdraw in the sitting his
candidature.

The sitting shall take decision on inclusion of the candidates for the Council of the
Republic into the ballot papers for secret vote.

Article 104. Organisation of Voting on Election to the Council of the Republic

To hold a secret ballot on election of the Council of the Republic and determine the
results, the deputies, taking part in the sitting, shall elect the Counting Commission
including frem 8 to 15 of deputies. The candidates for election to the Council of the
Republic shall not be allowed to be included in the Counting Commissian.

The Counting Commission shall elect from its members the Chairman, the Deputy
Chairman and the Commission Secretary. The Counting Commission shall render its
decisions by a majority vote.

The secret ballot papers shall be prepared by the Counting Commission in
accordance with the form established by the Central Commission and the number of
secret ballot papers shall correspond to the number of the participants to the session,
The text of the secret ballot paper shall be approved by the Counting Commission.

The secret ballot paper shall include, in the alphabetical order, the candidates for
election to the Council of the Republic, and stale each candidate's surname, name
and patronymic name, the date of birth, the profession, the position (occupation), the
place of work, the place of residence, the party affiliation and the period of residence
in the territary of the Oblast or in the City of Minsk.

The reverse side of the ballot paper shall have signatures of at least two persons
who are memkbers of the Counting Commission.

The vote on the election of the members to the Council of the Republic shall be

conducted in a specially assigned room where a sufficient number of booths or
rooms for conducting secret ballot and the desks for issuing ballot papers shall be

15



provided. The ballot boxes shall be placed so that the voters shall approach them
only through the booths or rooms assigned for secret ballot.

The time, the place and the procedure for voting shall be established by the Counting
Cemmission and declared by its Chairman.

Prior to the commencement of the vote, the ballot boxes shall be inspected and
sealed by the Chairman of the Counting Cemmission in the presence of all members
of the Counting Commission.

A secret ballot paper shall be issued to each deputy, participating in the session. The
ballot papers shall be issued by the members of the Counting Commission aceerding
to the list of deputies, taking part in the sitting upon presentation by a deputy of his
Deputy Cerificate. A deputy shall confirm the receipt of a ballot paper by putting his
signature in the list of deputies.

Article 105. Vote on Election of Members to the Council of the Republic

Each participant in the sitting shall vote in person. It shall not be allowed to vote for
other deputies.

The ballot papers shall be filled in inside a booth or a room for secret ballot by
crossing out the names of the deputies whom the voter rejects.

A deputy shall drop the filled ballot paper into the ballot box. The ballot boxes shall
be in sight of all members of the Counting Commission and of the persons mentioned
in part three of Article 13 of this Code.

Article 106. Determination of Results of Voting on Election of Members to the
Council of the Republic

The voles cast by the deputies shall be counted by the members of the Counting
Commissicn in a continuous procedure till the voting results are obtained.

The Counting Commission, on the basis of the list of deputies registered for
participation in the sitting, shall determine the total number of deputies, taking part in
the sitting, and the number of deputies who received the ballot papers. By counting
the ballot papers contained in the ballot box, the Counting Commission shall
determine the total number of deputies who took par in the vote, the number of votes
for and against each of the candidates for election to the Council of the Republic and
the number of ballot papers declared invalid.

The ballot papers differing from the established form and the ballot papers with the
number of undeleted candidates for election to the Council of the Republic exceeding
the number of members that shall be elected from the Oblast ar the City of Minsk, as
well as ballot papers the reverse side of which does not have signatures of the
persons who are members of the Counting Commission shall be declared invalid.

The ballot-count results shall be considered at the sitting of the Counting

Commission and recorded in the record. It shall not be allowed to write the minutes in
pencil or make any correction in the record.
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The recbrd stiall be made in two copies, which shall be signed by all members of the
Counting Commissions.

Following thellpresentation of the report by the Counling Commission, the sitting of
deputies shalltake an open ballet to pass a resolution on approval of the secret ballo!
resulis

Tre elected member of the Council of the Republic shall be & candidate who have
recoved, as 4 result of the vote, more than half of the votes of deputies of the local
Councliof Deputies of the base level of the Oblast and of the deputies of the Minsk
City Colncll of Deputies, who have taken part in the ballol

If the establighed number of members of the Council of the republic to ba elected
from tha Oblamt or the City of Minsk was not elected during the vote, then on decisicn
of the sitting o the deputies a second round of vate on the candidatures that recabved
the greatest rimber of votes shall be hald,

If the establighed number of members of tha Council of the republic to be elected
from the Oblagt or the City of Minsk was not elected in the second round of vate, then
on rew elechons shall be hald within tha time period determined by the Central
Cormmission as specified in Secticn VI of this Code.

The CeuntinglCommission records shall be agpended with the list of deputies of the
local Council lof Deputies of the base level of the Oblast or of the deputies of the
Minsk Qity Council of Deputies who have taken part in the siting, and with the
statemants ofiseparale opinicns, if any, of the members of the Counting Commission
and of other ypersons, pertaining to the violations of the provisions of this Code,
commirted inkhe course of the voting and ballol-count procedures, and respective
decisiors rendiered on these stalements.

The original appies of the resclution, passad by the sitting of the deputies of the local
Council of Dduuties of the base level of Lhe Oblast or of the deputies of the Minsk
City Ceuncil df Deputies, appraving the results of the secre! baliot for the election of
the members Ko ihe Councl of the Repuklic, the records of the Counting Committee
with the list ofthe deputies who have taken part in the session, shall be submitted 10
the Ceniral Cdmmission within two days.

The records df the sitting of the deputies of the local Council of Deputies cf the base
level of the Oklast or of the deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the
second copies of the resolution, appraving the resulls of the secret ballot, tha recards
of the Countillg Committee and the hist of the ceputies who have taken part in the
session, shalllpe kept in the Oblast and the Minsk City Executive Committaes.

Articla 107.  Determination of Results of Voting on Election of Members of the
Council of the Republic

On tha basis & the submitted documents spacified in pant eleven of Article 106 of this
Code, the Cdntral Commission shall delermine the resulls of the balot on the
slaction 'of thamembers of the Counci! of the Regublic frem the Oblasts and the City
of Mirsk and segister the members elected to the Council of the Republic,
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The Central Chmmission may declare the election of a member of the Council of tha
Republic invallll in the event if any violatlons of the stipulations set forth in this Code,
that have affedted the voting results, have been registered in the course of the ballot
and the ballolcount procedures or the determination of the ballot results, and may
rafuse tolreglster such person as member of the Council of the Republic.

if the election pf a8 member (members) of the Council of the Republic frem the Oblast
or from the Cily of Minsk have been declared invalid, the new elections shall be held
within a lperiofl to be set by the Cenfral Commission. The new electons shall be
appointed by the Central Commission and held in aceardance with the procedure
established bywiSection VI of this Code.

Article 108. Hublication of Results of Election of Mombers of the Council of the
Republic

The infofmatign on the results of the election of members of the Council of the
Republic and the list of the members, elected to the Council of the Republic from the
Oblasts ‘and Bem the City of Minsk, stating, In the alphabetical order, each
candicale’s sukname, name and patronymic name, the data of birth, the profession,
the posifon (qeocupation), the place of birth, the place of residance and the party
affiliation shalllte forwardad by the Central Commission to the press within three

days from the date of signature cf the records on the results of elaction of members
to the Council gf the Repubte.

Article 109, Cprtificate and Badge of a Member of the Council of the Republic

Following the gegistration procedure, the Central Cemmission shall issuo a cortificate
2 each membgr of the Council of the Republic.

Upon agprovajof the credentials of the Members of the Council of the Republic, the
certificates, confirming the election of members to the Council of the Reputlic, shall
be replaced by the Cenificates of Members of the Council of the Republic. Each
Member of theslCouncil of the Republic shall also be issued a member's badge.

Article 110. Iib'lding of elections of a Member of the Council of the Republic to
Replace a Retired Mombar

In the event ofkecall or an early termination of the tarm of office by any other reascns
of an eletted Member of the Coundil of the Republic, a new elaction of a member of
the Courcil aflthe Republic shall be held within the period to be sat by the Central
Commission. The elections lo replace the retired member shall be appointed by the
Central Comnilssion and hel in accordance with the procedure eslablished by
Section VI of tis Code,

If a member df the Council of the Republic retires less than one year before the

expiry of' the #rm of office of tha Council of the Republic, the olection of a new
member of the{Touncdil of the Republic shall not be held.



SECTION VII. Referendum

Chapter 22. Definition, Types and Purpose of the Referendum. Issues Offered
to the Referendum

Article 111. Definition, Types and Purpose of the Referendum

The referendum (hereinafter referred to as “referendum”) is a methed of adoption by
the citizens of the Republic of Belarus of decisions on the issues of utmost pertaining

to the state and public life.

Republican and local referendums may be held in the Republic of Belarus.
Article 112, Issues offered to the Referendum

The issues, which may be submitted to a republican referendum shall inciude the
issues of utmost importance pertaining to the state and public life of the Republic of
Belarus.

The issues, which may be submitted to a local referendum, shall include the issues of
utmost importance for the population of respective territorial administrative units,
which fall within the competence of the respective local Councils of Deputies, and
executive and administrative bodies.

The fallowing issues shall not be submitted to the republican referendum:

any issues, which may lead to viclation of the territorial integrity of the Republic of
Belarus,

any Issues pertaining to appeintment (election) and dismissal of the President of the
Republic of Belarus and any officials whose appaointment (dismissal) is within the
competence of the President of the Republic of Belarus and the Chambers cf the
Mational Assembly of the Republic of Belarus;

any issues on adopting and amending the budget and introducing, changing and
cancelling taxes; and

any issues on amnesty or pardon.

The issues, which shall not be submitted to the local referendum, include those
specified in the part three of this Article, the issues of importance for the Republic of
Belarus as a whole, and the issues, relating to approval and dismissal of officials,
which are within the competence of a respective local executive and administrative
body and the head of such body.
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Chapter 23. Initiation and Appointment of the Republican Referendum
Article 113. Right of Initiative for Holding the Republican Referendum

The right of initiative for helding the republican referendum shall be vested in the
President of the Republic of Belarus, the Chamber of Representatives and the
Council of the Republic, and the citizens of the Republic of Belarus.

The initiative of the Chamber of Representatives and the Council of the Republic for
holding a republican referendum shall be expressed in the form of a proposal, which
shall be adopted at the separate sittings of these bodies by the majerity of the total
number of members of each of the chambers and submitted to the President of the
Republic of Belarus.

The initiative of citizens for holding a referendum shall be expressed in the farm of a
propesal, which shall be put forth by not less than 450 thousand citizens, enjoying
suffrage, including not less than 30 thousand citizens from each Oblast and the City
of Minsk.

Article 114. Initiative Group for Holding the Republican Referendum

In case an initiative to hold the republican referendum is put forth by the citizens, they
shall form a group for holding the referendum (hereinafter referred to as the "initiative
group”), which shall include not less than 100 citizens, enjoying suffrage, from each
Oblast and the City of Minsk on the basis of approximately equal representation.

The initiative group shall apply to the Central Commission to register the initiative
group and the issue, which it proposes to submit to the referendum. The request
shall be appended with the minutes of the meeting held by the initiative group, which
took a decision to form the initiative group, to put forth the initiative to hold the
referendum, to approve the issue proposed for submission to the referendum, to
elect the initiative group Chairman and co-ordinators for the Oblasts and the City of
Minsk, the list of participants in the meeting signed by the chairman and the secretary
of the meeting as wel! as the list of the members of the initiative group who agreed to
take part in the initiative group, which shall be confirmed by their own signatures with
the authenticity of the signatures subject to notary certification,

The meeting of the initiative group shall be competent if it has been attended by more
than half of the members of the initiative group. Decisions of the meating shall ke
taken by the majority of voles of its participants.

The list of the initiative group shall state each group member's sumame, name and
patronymic name, the date of birth, the place of residence, the serial number and
number of his passport or the requisites of a cerificate, which substitutes the
passpert. The initiative group shall hold a meeting, which shall elect the group
chairman and group co-ordinators for the Oblasts and the City of Minsk out of the
group members.

The question offered for the referendum shall be worded by the initiative group in a

clear and definite manner so that it shall be possible to give an unambiguous answer
to such question. The wording of the question, which is offered for the referendum,
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may be amended only with the consent of the initiative group, and the minutes of the
meeting of the group, confirming such consent, shall be submitted.

The documents pertaining to the halding of the republican referendum, submitted by
the initiative group, shall be submitted by the Central Commission for consideration
and conclusion to the Ministry of Justice and the Prosecution Department of the
Republic of Belarus, which verify the compliance of the question with the legisiation
and abservance of the procedure of formation of the initiative group.

The question oifered for the referendum, taking into account the conclusion by the
Ministry of Justice and the Prosecution Department of the Republic of Belarus, and
the campaesition of the initiative group shall be registered by the Central Commission.
Registration shall be refused in the event of a violation of legislation requirements, An
appeal against a refusal to register the initiative group may be filed within a month
with the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus (the appeal must be signed by the

majority of the members of the initiative group).

Following the registration of the initiative group, the Central Commission shall issue
to it a registration certificate and a sample sheet for collection of the signatures of the
citizens, supporting the helding of the referendum, (hereinafter referred to as a "list of
signatures") and the respective certificates to the initiative group members.

The campaign to initiate the republican referendum by the citizens and to collect the
signatures of the citizens shall be subsidised at the expense of the funds of the
initiative group, which shall establish a bank account for this purpese. The initiative
group may use voluntary donations by organisations (except for the state cnes),
political parties, other public assaciations, labour collectives and citizens of the
Republic of Belarus. The Central Commission shall supervise the receipt and
expenditure of these funds.

It shall not be allowed to make use of any funds eriginating frem foreign states,
organisations, enterprises, foreign citizens and international organisations as well as
from enterprises of the Republic of Belarus with foreign investments.

Article 115. Collection of Signatures of Citizens

Collection of signatures of the citizens to support the proposal for the holding of the
referendum shall be performed only by the initiative group members within two
manths of the date of registration of the initiative group.

The signature lists shall contain the wording of the registered question, offered for the
referendum, andfor the summary of the proposed decision (draft law), the family
name, the name and the patronymic name of the person collecting the signatures
and shall specify the number of the registration certificate issued to the initiative
group, and the authority which issued the registration certificate. The initiative group
member collecting the signatures shall provide the complete text of the decision
(draft law) offered for the referendum, at the request of any citizen for his
familiarisation with the decision (draft law).

The signature list may include only the signatures of the citizens residing in the same

place of residence, whereas in the towns divided into districts the signatures of the
citizens residing in the same town district. The member of the initiative group who
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collects the signatures of citizens shall have no right to include himself into the
signature list.

The maximum number of signatures of citizens that must be ceollected in support of
the initiative on the holding of the republican referendum in the Republic of Belarus
may not be exceeded by mare than ten per cent as compared to the required number
of signatures of electors established by part three of Article 113 of this Code.

Any citizen of the Republic of Belarus, having the right to vote, who supports the
proposal on the holding of the referendum, shall fill in the signature list in person,
stating his surname, name and patronymic name, the date of birth, the place of
residence, the passport number and serial number, or the requisites of the identity
card, which substitutes the passport, the signing date, and sign the list of signatures.
The signatures shall be numbered.

The initiative group member, cellecting the signatures, shall certify all signature lists
by signing them in the presence of the head or the deputy head of the local executive
or administrative body in charge of the territory where the signatures were collected,
and these signature lists shall be immediately certified by stamping them with the
seal of this body. Each signature list shall contain a record an the total number of
certified signatures and the date of such certification.

It shall be forbidden to exert coercion toward the citizens of the Republic of Belarus
with the purpose of obtaining their signatures for subscription sheets, and to use
illeqal practices for collecting signatures.

The initiative group member in charge of collecting the signatures shall be
responsible for the validity of the data contained in the signature lists.

Article 116. Consideration of the Initiative of the Citizens for Holding the
Republican Referendum

The initiative group shall submit the signature lists before the expiry of the period, set
far the collection of signatures, to the regional executive committee or the town
execulive committee and the regional administration, which shall wverify the
authenticity of the signatures of the citizens in the signature lists. This procedure
shall be used to check not less than ten per cent of the signature lists submitted by
the initiative group.

The signature lists, which shall be found to contain fictitious signatures er signatures
by the same person for two or more citizens, or the signatures of the citizens who are
not qualified to vote in the referendum, as well as the signature lists which were used
for collection of signatures by a person, who was not an initiative group member, or
unsigned by an initiative group member, or signed by the initiative group member
who did not collect these signatures, or containing the signatures of the citizens not
residing in the same place of residence or in the same district in the towns divided
into districts , or lacking the stamp of the respective local executive and
administrative body, shall be declared invalid.

In case of absence in the signature list of any or several data on the elector as

stipulated by part five of article 115 of this Code as well as if the data on the citizen
were not put into the signature list in his own hand or if the citizen does not live in the
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territory of the given place of residence and in the town divided into districts — in the
territary of this district, the signature of such citizen shall not counted when the
results of the collection of signatures are established.

If the verification of the authenticity of the signatures of the citizens in the signature
list, submitted by an initiative group member (members) to the regional or town
executive committee, the district administration in the town, shall result in not less
than one per cent of the lists of signatures being found invalid, then all signature lists
with the collected signatures submitted by such member (members) of the initiative
group, and the signatures contained in them shall be ignored the respective
axecutive cammittee or the regional administration when determining the results of
collection of the signatures in the region, town or town district to support the initiative
for holding the referendum.

The relevant regicnal or town execulive committee or the town district administration
=hall take a decision on the results of collection of the signatures of the citizens in the
signature lists in support of the initiative on the halding of the republican referandum,
which decision shall be submitted to the respective Cblast Executive Committee or
the Minsk City Executive Committee. The decision shall state: the total number of the
signature lists received from the initiative group and the number of signatures
contained in them: the number of the signature lists verified for the authenticity of the
signatures of the citizens and the number of signatures contained in them; the
number of the signature lists found invalid and the number of signatures in them that
were not counted on the greund of the requirements of part three of this article] and
the number of the signature lists with the authentic signatures contained in them,

The signature lists shall be kept in respective regional or town executive committees
and the town district administrations,

If necessary, the Oblast Executive Committee and the Minsk City Executive
Committee may verify the authenticity of the signatures of the citizens in the lists of
signatures within a five-day period. On the basis of decisions by the regional and
town executive committees, and of the town district administrations, stating the
number of citizens, who signed the signature lists in support of the holding cf the
referendum, and the results of the verifications of the authenticity of the signatures of
the citizens in the signature lists made by the Oblast and the Minsk City Executive
Committee, the Oblast Executive Committee and the Minsk City Executive
Committee shall determine the results of the collection of signatures for the QOblast
and the City of Minsk, take a decision on the determinaticn of such results, and
submit this decision to the Central Commission. The decision shall include the data
specified in part four of this article. A copy of the decision shall be handed over to the
initiative group co-ordinator.

Following the adoption of decisions by the Oblast Executive Committes and the
Minsk City Executive Committee, the initiative group shall make a final certificate on
the collection of signatures and submit it to the Central Commissian.

The Central Commission shall:

verify the compliance of the final cerificate of the initiative group and the decisions
submitted by the Oblast Executive Commission and the Minsk City Executive
Commission with the requirements of this Code and other legislative acts of the
Republic of Belarus;
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make a conclusion on compliance by the initiative group with the requirements of this
Code, and a record on the results of the collection of signatures, confirming the
collection of nat less than 450 thousand signatures of the citizens including not less
than 30 thousand signatures from each of the Oblast and the City of Minsk.

The Central Commission shall submit the initiative group's final certificate with its
conclusion and records, provided there shall be no grounds for rejecting the proposal
for the holding of the referendum, to the President of the Republic of Belarus.

The Central Commission shall reject the proposal to hold a referendum in case of
violation of the term for the collection of the signatures of citizens;

absence of the required number of signatures;

viclation of the principle of veluntanness in the course of collection of signatures;;
the initiative group has submitted not less than one per cent of invalid signature lists;

other viclations of this Code and other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus
have been found in the submitted documents.

The decisicn of the Central Commission on rejection of the proposal on helding the
referendum may be appealed against within a month peried with the Supreme Court
of the Republic of Belarus (the appeal must be signed by the majority of the
members of the initiative graup).

The second initiation of a referendum by the citizens of the Republic of Belarus on
the same question may take place not earlier than one year after the rejection of the
proposal to hold the referendum, and not earlier than three years after a referendum
was held on this question.

Article 117, Decision on Appointment of the Referendum

The President of the Republic of Belarus shall take a decision to appoint a republican
referendum on his own initiative or after submission, in accordance with this Code, of
proposals by the Chambers of the Mational Assembly of the Republic of Belarus or
the citizens for his consideration.

The decree of the President of the Republic of Belarus on appeintment of the
referendum shall, as a rule, include;

the date of the referendum;
the legal force of the decision adopted by the referendum;
the wording of the question (questions) put to the referendum;

other organisational measures required to hold the referendum.



If a draft law shall be offered to the referendum, this draft law shall be appended to
the decree.

The date of the referendum shall be set not later than three manths from the date of
the decree of the President of the Republic of Belarus on appointment of the

referendum.

The decree of the President of the Republic of Belarus on appaintment of the
referendum, the text of the draft law or the draft of any other decision offered for the
referendum, shall be published in the press and promulgated through other mass
media in accordance with the procedure established by the President of the Republic

of Belarus.

The President of the Republic of Belarus shall have the nght to reject the proposal on
holding a referendum if it shall fail to comply with the requirements of this Code and
other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus.

Article 118. Ballot Paper

The ballot paper shall contain the exact wording of the question offered for the
referendum and shall specify the voting options by the wards "for” and "against”.

In the event of several questions being offered for the referendum, these questions
shall be included into the same ballot paper and numbered in the successive order.
Any alternative draft resolutions (draft laws) proposed for the same question, or the
options proposed for any item of the draft resclution (draft law) shall be also

numbered in the successive order.

In the event of a draft law being offered for the referendum, the Central Commission
may take a decision to publish the text of the draft law offered for the referendum and
the current law, which is proposed to be revoked, amended or appended, in the
press. The above texts should also be kept in the roem of each pelling station far the
public notice.

In the event of a republican referendum and a local referendum being held
simultaneously, the ballot papers used in each of these referendums shall differ in
colour or bear some other distinctive mark.

The ballat papers shall be printed in the Belarusian and Russian languages.
A ballot paper shall contain an explanation of the filing-in procedure.

The reverse side of a ballet paper shall bear the signatures of at least two members
of the precinct commission on referendum.

The precinct commission shall be provided with ballot papers not later than seven
days before the referendum.
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Chapter 24. Establishment of Results and Summing up the Qutcome of the
Referendum

Article 118. Determination of Referendum Results for a Region, a Town or a
Town District

On the basis of the records, received from the precinct commissions on the
referendum, and prepared as stipulated in Article 55 of this Code, the regional, tawn,
and town district commissions con the referendum shall establish:

the total number of citizens in the region, the town , and the town district, having the
right to take partin the referendum;

the number of citizens, who received ballot papers:
the number of citizens, who have taken part in the vate:

the number of persons who voled in favour of the issue (draft decision) offered for the
referendum, and the number of persons who voted against its approval;

the number of invalid ballat papers;

the number of ballot papers issued to the precinct commissions on the referendum;
the number of speoiled ballot papers; and

the number of unused ballot papers,

The referendum results for regions, towns and town districts shall be determined at
the sittings of the region, town and town district committees cn the referendum and
recorded in the record. The record shall be signed by the chairman, the deputy
chairman, the secretary and the members of the respective commission on the
referendum and submitted immediately, but not later than two days after the
completion of the vote, by the chairman, or the deputy chairman, or the commitiee
secretary in person to the Minsk City Commission on the referendum, and to the
body, which set up the Commission, for notification. The district commissions on the
referendum in the towns under the Oblast jurisdiction, divided into districts, shall
submit the record to the respective town commissions on the referendum, which shall
determine the results of the referendum for the town and immediately submit the
record to the respeclive Oblast commissions and to the body, which set up the
Commission, far notification. The record forwarded to the Oblast and the Minsk City
Commission on the referendum shall enclose, if any, special opinions of the
members of the commissions and application of other persons on violations made in
the course of the vote or during the count of votes and the decisions taken on them
by the commission,

Should the body, which established the commissicn, find any violations of this Code
or other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus, committed in the course of the
vote or ballot-count procedures, it shall immediately bring such cases to the notice of
the higher commission on the referendum, or the Central Commission.



Article 120. Determination of Referendum Results for Oblasts and the City of
Minsk

On the basis of the records, received from the region, town or town district
commissions an the referendum, the region, town or town district committees on the

referendum shall determine:

the total number of citizens in the Oblast and the City of Minsk, having the right to
take part in the referendum;

the number of citizens, who received ballot papers;

the number of citizens, who have taken part in the vole;

the number of persons who voted in favour of the issue (draft decision) submitted to
the referendum, and the number of persans who voted against its approval;

the number of invalid ballot papers;

the number of ballot papers issued to the region, town and town district commissions
on the referendum;

the number of speiled ballot papers; and

the number of unused ballot papers.

Tha referendum results for the Oblasts and the City of Minsk shall be determined at
the sittings of the Oblast commission on the referendum and the Minsk City
commission on the referendum and recorded in the record. The record shall be
signad by the chairman, the deputy chairman, the secretary and the members of the
Ohblast commission on the referendum and the Minsk city commission on the
referendum and submitted not later than three days after the completion of the vote
by the chairman, or the deputy chairman, or the commission secretary in persen 1o
the Central Commission and to the body, which set up the Oblast commission on the
referendum and the Minsk City commission on the referendum, for notification. The
record forwarded to the Oblast and the Minsk City Commission on the referendum
shall enclose, if any, special opinions of the members of the commissions and
application of other persons on violations made in the course of the vate or during the
count of votes and the decisions taken on them by the commission.

Should the body, which established the Oblast commission on the referendum and
the Minsk City commission on the referendum, reveal any violations of this Cede or
ather legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus, committed in the course of the vate
or ballot-count procedures, it shall immediately bring such cases to the notice of the
Central Commission.

Article 121. Finalisation of Referendum Results

On the basis of the records, received from the Oblast commission on the referendum
and the Minsk City commission on the referendum the Central Commission shall
determine:
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the total number of citizens, having the right to take part in the referendum;
the number of citizens, who received ballot papers;
the number of citizens, who have taken part in the vote;

the number of persons who voted in favour of the issue (draft decision) submitted to
the referendum, and the number of persons who voted against its approval: and

the number of invalid ballot papers.

The referendum shall be considered as held if more than a half of the citizens
included in the lists of citizens, having the right to take part in the referendum, have
taken part in the vete. The decision shall be considered as adopted by the
referendum, if it was supported by more than half of the total number of voters, who
have taken part in the vote in the Republic of Belarus.

The decision on the adoption, alteration and amendment of the Constitution of the
Republic of Belarus shall be deemed adopted if it was suppoarted by the majority of
the cilizens included in the ballat lists.

The results of the referendum shall be finalised at the session of the Central
Commission and recorded in the record. The record shall be signed by the chairman,
the deputy chairman, the secretary and the members of the Commission.

On the basis of a presentation made by the respective commissions on the
referendum and the bodies, which established the commissions, as well as on the
grounds established by it, the Central Commission may declare the referendum
results in an Oblast, a region, a town or a lown district and in a precinct invalid
because of the violations of the pravisions of this Code and other legislative acts of
the Republic of Belarus.

The information on the referendum results shall be published by the Central
Commissian in the press within seven days. The information shall state the lotal
number of citizens, having the right to take part in the referendum; the number of
citizens, who received baliot papers, the number of citizens, who tock part in the
vote, the number of persons who voted in favour of the issue (draft decision)
submitted to the referendum, and the number of persons who voted against its
approval; and the number of invalid ballot papers.

Article 122. Conduct of Repeated Voting

On the basis of a presentation made by the General Prosecutor of the Republic of
Belarus on the violations committed in the course of the referendum, the Central
Commission shall have the right to take a decision on either helding a repeated
voting within one month in the precincts and other territories, where such violations
were committed, or holding a repeated voling within one year over the entire territory
of the Republic of Belarus.
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Article 123. Publication of the Decision Adopted by the Referendum and its
Coming into Force

The decisian adopted by the referendum shall be signed by the President of the
Republic of Belarus and published in accordance with the procedure established for
publication of decrees by the President of the Republic of Belarus.

The decision adopted by the referendum shall come into force 10 days after its
official publication, provided ne other period shall be specified in the decision.

The date of adopticn of the decision by the referendum shall be the date of the
referendum.

Article 124. Legal Force of the Decision Adopted by a Referendum

The decision adopted by a compulsory referendum shall be determined in the decree
of the President of the Republic of Belarus on the appointment of the referendum,

The decisions adopted by the referendum may be cancelled or amended anly by
means of a referendum provided no other conditions shall be stipulated by the

referendum.

if implementing the decision, passed by the referendum, requires the adoption cf a
legislative act, such act shall be adopted within three month from the effective date of
the decision passed by the referendum.

Chapter 25, Procedure for Appointment and Holding of the Local Referendum
Article 125. The Procedure of Preparation and Holding of the Local Referendum

The exercise of the right of the citizens to hold a local referendum, its preparation
and holding, the procedure and the peried required to set up the poliing stations and
form the respective commissions en the referendum, their powers and organisation
af their activities, the preparation of the lists of the citizens, having the right to take
part in the referendum, the ballot procedure, the finalisation and publication of the
referendum results shall be in conformity with the legislative norms en the republican
referendum as stated in this Cede.

Article 126. Right of Initiative for Holding the Local Referendum

The right of initiative for holding the local referendum shall be vested in the local
representative bodies and the citizens of the Republic of Belarus, permanently
residing in the territory of the respective Oblast, region, town, town district, urbanised
settlement, or rural council. The citizen shall express their initiative in the form of a
proposal put farth by at least ten per cent of the citizens, possessing electoral rights
and residing in the respective terntory.

The maximum number of signatures of citizens that must be collected in support of
the initiative on holding the Oblast referendum, the Minsk City referendum, the
regional, town, town district, settlement or rural referendum may not be exceeded by
more than ten per cent as compared to the required number of signatures of citizens
established by part one of this article.
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The citizens, putting forth the initiative to hold a referendum, shall form an initiative
group, which shall include the persons qualified to take part in the referendum, and
have the following number of members:

for an Oblast and the City of Minsk: not less than 50 persons;
for a region, town or town district: not less than 20 persons; and
for an urbanised settlement or rural Council: not less than 10 persons.

The issue preposed for the local referendum, taking into account the conclusion by
the respective Oblast justice body or Minsk City justice body, and the Initiative group
composition shall be registered by the respective local executive and administrative
bady.,

Within 30 days of the date of application for registration, the initiative group shall be
iIssued a registration cerificate, a sample signature list, and members of the initiative
group shall be issued the respective certificate.

Registration shall be refused in the event of violation of the provisions of this Code
and other legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus, An appeal against the refusal to
register the initiative group may be lodged within 2 month with a respective regional
(district) or town court.

If the executive and administrative bodies have established that the required number
of authentic signatures have been cellected, the initiative group on halding the local
referendum shall make a final cedificate and submit it to the respective executive and
administrative body which shall hand it over to the local Council of Deputies.

Article 127. Decision on Appointment of the Local Referendum

The decision to appaint an Cblast, Minsk City, regional, town, settlement or rural
referendum shall be taken by the respective local Council of Deputies and the
decision on the appeintment of a district referendum in a town divided into districts —
by the town Council of Deputies not later than thity days after submilting such
proposal in accordance with the provisions of this Code and other legislative acts of
the Republic of Belarus.

The local Council of Deputies, taking a decision to order the referendum, shall ensure
that the issue (draft resolution) submitted to the referendum is made known to the
citizens.

The date of the referendum shall be set not later than three months from the date of
taking a decision ta appoint the referendum.

The decision by the local Council of Deputies on appointment of the referendum shall
be published in the press and promulgated through other mass media,

The decisions, taken by the local referendum, shall be signed by the head of the
respective local executive and administrative body.
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Article 128. Helding the Local Referendum

The referendum shall be prepared and held in the temtery of an Oblast, a town, a
region, a town district, a settlement and a rural council by the respective commissions
on the referendum set up under Articles 34 to 37 of this Code.

In appointing the Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town, settlement or rural referendum
the respective local Council of Deputies may take a decision not to form commissicns
an the referendum mentioned in part three of Article 31 of this Code but to impose
the exercise of their powers an the respective territerial electoral commissions whose
powers shall be retained until elections of the lacal Councils of Deputies of the new

convocation are appointed.

SECTION VIl Procedure of Recalling a Deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives or a Deputy of a Local Council of

Deputies

Chapter 26. Grounds and Procedure of Initiating a Question of Recalling a
Deputy

Article 129. Grounds for Recalling a Deputy

A deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or a deputy of a local Council of
Deputies of the Republic of Belarus, who has not justified the trust of the voters, that
has manifested itself in failure to execute the Deputy's duties as stipulated by law, in
breaching the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus and of the laws of the Republic
of Belarus and of acts of the President of the Republic of Belarus, in commitling
actions discrediting the deputy, may be recalled by the electors accerding to the
procedure established by the present Code.

Article 130. Right to Initiate the Question of Recalling a Deputy

The right to initiate the question of recalling a deputy shall belong to the electors of
the electoral district (hereinafter the district) from which the deputy was elected.

Article 131, Initiating the Question of Recalling a Deputy

The question of recalling a deputy may be initiated at the meeting of electors of the
district from which the deputy was elecled,

Meetings of electars may be held both in the place of their living, and in organisations
Ioeated within the boundaries of the district.

A group of electors who live on the territary of the district from which the deputy was
elected shall have the right to initiate calling up the meeting, in the number of at least:

+ 150 electors - on the question of recalling a deputy of the Chamber of

Representatives,
+ 50 eleclors - on the question of recalling a deputy of the Oblast or the Minsk City
Council of Deputies;
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+ 40 electors - on the question of recalling a deputy of a regional or town (in towns
of regional subordination) Councll of Deputies:

+ 15 electors - on the question of recalling a deputy of a tawn (in towns of district
subordination), settlement or rural Council of Deputies.

Initiatars of calling up a meeting of voters shall address the Chairman of the loeal
Council of Deputies, on the territory of which it is planned to hold the meeting of
electars, with a written petition to call up such meeting in the place of their living, and
on calling up a meeting of electors in the crganisaticn - to the administration thereof,
respectively.

An application to hold a meeting of electors shall be signed by all initiaters of helding
the meeting with indication of the motives, which served as bases to initiate the
question of recalling a deputy, as well as surnames, names, patronymic names,
dates of birth, and places of living of each initiator of holding the meeting of electors.

The question of calling up a meeting of electors shall be considerad, respectively, by
Chairman ar Presidium of the local Council of Deputies, by administration of the
arganisation, and decision shall be taken within ten days, which is reparted to the
initiaters of calling up a meeting. In the event the proposal of the initiators of calling
up the meeting is accepted, the date, the time and the place to hold it shall be
appointed, about which the electors shall ba informed within three days.

In the event the proposal to hold a meeting of electors is denied, a copy of motivated
decision shall be issued to the initiators. This decision may be appealed against,
within three days, by the initiators of calling up the meeting at the regional (district) or
town court (the appeal must be signed by the majority of the initiators of calling up
the meeting). The court's verdict shall be considered final.

The authorities executed in accordance with the present Cede on recalling a deputy
by the Chairman of the local Council of Deputies, in case the question is initiated to
recall him personally, shall be executed by his deputy.

Article 132, Competence of a Meeoting of Electors in Initiating a Question of
Recalling a Deputy, and the Procedure of its Holding

A meeting of electars in the place of living, in case of initiating the question of
recalling a deputy, shall be considered competent if attended by the electors living on
the territary in the number of at least:

+ 300 electors - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives;

+ 150 electors - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the Oblast or
the Minsk City Council of Deputies;

+ 75 electors - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the regional or
town (in towns of Oblast subordination) Council of Deputies; and

+ 20 electors - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the town (in
towns of district suberdination), settlement or rural Council of Deputies.

A meeting of electors in the labour collective of an artificial persan, listing at least 200
persons, when initiating the gquestion of recalling a depuly of the Chamber of
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Representatives shall be competent if attended by more than a half of the staff of the
collective.

Initiation of the question of recalling a deputy of the Chamber of Representa tives may
ke decided at the general meeting of several smaller cellectives of of legal entities,
with a total number of employees of at least 300 persens. In this case, from every
collective of an enterprise, institution, or organisation more than half of the staff shall

be present.

Meetings of electars in the labour collectives for initiating the question of recalling a
deputy of a local Council of Deputies may be held in collectives enlisting at least:

+ 150 employees - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the Oblast or
the Minsk City Council of Deputies;

+ 75 employees - when Initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the regicnal or
town (in towns of Oblast subordination) Council of Deputies; and

+ 20 employees - when initiating the guestion of recalling a deputy of the town (in
towns of district subordination), settlement or rural Council of Deputies,

The meeting shall be considered competent if more than a half of the staff of the
collective is taking partin it.

In conformity with the procedure stipulated by part four of Article B3 of this Code the
initiation of the issue of recalling a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or a
deputy of the local Council of Deputies may be made also at a conference cf the

labaur collective.

The initiaters of calling up the meeting must, not later than ten days before holding a
meeting of voters, notify in writing the deputy in relation to whom they are going to
initiate the question of recall, as well as inform, respectively, the Chamber of
Representatives or the local Council of Deputies, from where it is proposed to recall
the deputy, about the date, the place of holding the meeting of electors and the
motives that served the basis for initiating the question of recalling the deputy.

Before starting the meeting of electors, a registration shall be held of its participants
with indication of surnames, names, patronymic names, dates of birth and places of
living. Each participant in the meeting shall sign with his own hand in the list of
electors taking part in the meeting.

At the meeting of electors the presidium shall be elected comprising the chairman,
the secretary and the members, and, if necessary, the counting commission,
proposals shall be considered to initiate the question of recalling a deputy, to start
collecting signatures of the electors of the district in support of this proposal, and to
form an initiative group for collecting signatures in suppart of the proposal to initiate
the question of recalling a deputy and for launching agitation (hereinafter - initiative
group). The initiative group shall be formed in the number of at least five persons.
Decisions of the meeting shall be taken by the majority of votes.

The number of meetings of electors held in the district, at which the question may be

initiated to recall a deputy and initiative groups formed, shall not be limited, but they
must take place within 30 days since the registration date of the first initiative group.
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The meeting of electers may be attended by deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives, local Councils of Deputies, official persans, authorised by the
Chairman of the local Council of Deputies in the territory of which the meeting of
electors is held, or by the chaiman of the local Council of Deputies from the
composition of which it is proposed to recall a deputy as well as representatives af
mass media may also be present at the meeting.

Minutes are made on the holding of the meeting of electors. The minutes shall
indicate the date and the place of the meeling, the number of participants, the subject
of the questions considerad, the results of voting and the decisions taken, the staff of
the initiative group formed, with indication of surnames, names, patronymic names
and the residence of each of the members theraof.

The minutes shall be signed by the chairman and secretary of the meeting, and
submitted, not later than in five days period, together with the lists of participants in
the meeting and the list of the initiative group, to:

the Central Commission - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives; and

the Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town, settlement and rural territorial electoral
commission - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the respective local
Council of Deputies.

Article 133. Guarantees of Deputy’s Rights in Initiating a Question of his Recall

The deputy in relation to whom the question of recalling is initiated, shall have the
right to be present at the meeting of electors or to send the persons authorised by
him to take part in it. Authorities of these persons shall be approved in writing.

The chairman of the meeting of electors shall provide the deputy with the time for a
presentation sufficient to give explanations on the issue discussed. Deputy's
explanations must be reflected in the minutes of the meeting. Upan the Deputy's
direction, a person authorised by him shall have the right to report to the meeting in
his stead. Upon termination of discussing the proposal to initiate the guestion of
recalling a deputy, the deputy or the person authorised by him shall have the right to
take the floor prior to voting.

The deputy in relation to whom it is proposed to initiate the question of recalling, may,
not later than seven days before the appointed date of the meeting of voters, direct to
the initiators of holding the meeting and to the Chairman of the local Council of
Deputies, in the territory of which it is planned to hold the meeting of voters, to the
administration of the arganisation which have taken decisicn to call up the meeting, a
writien application containing explanation of a valid cause which makes impossible
for him to take part in the meeting of electars on the date appointed, and proposing
another date to hold the meeting within the following 15 days after the appointed
date. The initiators of calling up the meeting, the chairman of the local Council of
Deputies, or the administration of the organisation must satisfy the deputy's request
and agree another date of the meeting with him. The repeated delay of the date of
the meeting on the deputy’s request shall not be allowed.



In case of the deputy's iliness, confirmed by the respective document, the meeting of
electars, upon a written application of the deputy, shall be appointed to ancther date,
but not later than 15 days since the date of his recovery. The deputy shall send a
written notification about his recovery, within three days, to initiators of calling up the
meeting, to the Chairman of the local Council of Deputies, andto the administration of
the organisation. The meeting of electors may be held, irespective of the stala of
health of the deputy, upon expiry of four months after the first appointed date of the

meeatling.

Refusal of the deputy to take part in the meeting of electors , as well as his failure to
attend the meeting without valid causes, but under timely notification, shall not be an
obstacle to consider the proposal about initiating the question of his recalling.

The meetling of electors may be postponed upon request of its initiators to any other
date if there is deputy's written consent for that. Postponement of the meeting of
electors on request of its initiators may take place only once., The date of the meeting
of electors shall be postponed with cbservance of the requirements of Articles 131

and 132 of this Code.

In the event the circumstances which have served the basis for initiating the question
of recalling a deputy are the subject of proceedings in the court, the Chairman of the
local Council of Deputies, the administration of the crganisation shall suspend the
consideration of the question to hald the meeting of electors pending the decision

{sentence) of the court.

The persons who have knowingly provided false infermation, that served the basis to
initiate the question of recalling a deputy, shall bear responsibility in accordance with

the legislation of the Republic of Belarus.
Article 134, Registration of an Initiative Group

An initiative group formed at the meeting of electors when initiating the question of
recalling a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives, shall be registered by the
Central Commission, and when initiating the questicn of recalling a deputy of a local
Council of Deputies, - by the respective territorial electaral commission,

In order to register an initiative group, the following shall be submitted to the Central
Commission and the respective temitorial elecloral commission: the minutes of the
meeting of electors, the list of participants in the meeting, the list of the members of
the initiative group, a copy of a written notification of the deputy about holding a
meeting of electors, and a document to prove that the notification was directed to the

deputy.

The Central Commission and the respective territorial electoral commission shall,
within 15 days after receipt of necessary documents, register the initiative group, or
may take decision to decline registration, in case in the process on initiating the
question of recalling a deputy the procedure established by Section VIII of this Code
was not observed. In the process of considering the question of registering the
initiative group, its representatives, as well as the deputy in relation to whom it is
proposed to initiate the question of recalling, or the person authorised by him may be
present.
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Refusal to register the initiative group for recalling a deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives may be appealed against within three days by the initiative group
(the appeal must be signed by the majority of its members) to the Supreme Court of
the Republic of Belarus, and for recalling a deputy of the Cblast, Minsk City, regional,
town, settlement or rural Council of Deputies within the same pericd, respectivaly, at
the Oblast, Minsk City, district or town court.

After registration of the initiative graup, its representative shall be given, within three
days, a certificate on registration of the initiative group, identifications of members of
the group and samples of lists for collecting electors' signatures in support of the
preposal to initiate the question of recalling a deputy (hereinafter — signature lists),
and shall be informed about the minimum number of electors' signatures needed in
accordance with the requirements of part one of Article 135 of the present Cede for
supporting the proposal to initiate the question of recalling a deputy. The forms of
certificate, identification of the member of the initiative group, and signatura lists shall
be established by the Central Commission,

The Central Commission shall, within two days, notify the Chamber of
Representatives about registration of the initiative group, and the raspeactive territorial
electoral commission - to the local Council of Deputies whose deputy is suggested to
be recalled.

Article 135. Collection of Electors’ Signatures in Support of the Proposal to
Initiate the Question on Recall of a Deputy

A proposal to initiate the question of recalling a deputy, passed at the meeting of
electors, shall be supported by at least 20 percent of citizens who have the electoral
right and live in the territory of the respective district. The number of electors needed
to support the proposal to initiate the question of recalling a deputy shall be
determined basing on the number of voters in the district as on the date of elections,

The initiative group shall have the nght, starting from the date of receiving the
certificate of its registration, to perform collection of electors' signatures to the
signature lists on the whole territory of the district. Electors' signatures, collected prior
to registration of the initiative group, shall not be considered. Expenses for collecting
of electars’ signatures shall be borne by the initiative group.

Signature lists must contain the wording of the proposal to recall a deputy with
indication of the motives of recalling, the surname, name and patronymic name of the
deputy, the date of birth, the proefession, the position (occupation), the place of werk
and living, the year of election as the Deputy (of the Chamber of Representatives or
of the respective local Council of Deputies), the party affiliation, as well as the
surname, name, patronymic name of the member of the initiative group who is
collecting signatures, and the certificate number of registration of the initiative group.
The list of signatures shall bear the |atest date of collecting signatures,

The period for collecting electors’ signatures in support of the proposal to initiate the
question of recalling a deputy shall be 45 days from the date of receipt of the
certificate of registration of the initiative group. If several initiative groups have been
formed and registered in an electoral district, the period for collecting signatures for
each of them, irrespective of their registration date, shall be limited by 45 days from
the registration date of the first initiative group.
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In the event the needed number of signatures has not been collected within 43 days,
further collection of signatures shall be stopped.

Article 136. Procedure of Collecting Electors' Signatures in Support of
Proposal to Initiate the Question of Recalling a Deputy

Collection of electars’ signatures shall be performed only by the members of the
initiative group. A signature list must contain only the signatures of the electors who
live in one residence area within the territory of the district in which the question has

been initiated to recall a deputy.

The electors supporting the proposal to initiate the question of recaliing a deputy
shall indicate in the list of signatures his surname, name and patronymic name, the
date of birth, the series and number of passport, or the requisites of the certificate of
the person substituting it and the date of signing, and shall sign, Signatures shall be

enumarated.

Respansibility for authenticity of the data, contained in the signature list shall be
borme by the member of the initiative group who collected the signatures. Persanal
autograph signature of the member of the initiative group, who collected the
signatures, shall be put to every signature list in the presence of the Chairman or
Deputy Chairman of the town (town subordinated to Oblast or region), settlement or
rural executive committee, the head or the deputy head of the town district
administration in the territory of which the signatures were collected and in towns and
urbanised settlements where no town or settlement executive committeas are formed
— in the presence of the chairman or the deputy chairman of the district executive
committee and certified immediately after that with the seal of this body.

An elector shall be entitled to put his signature cnly in cne signature list and only for
himself persanally.

Article 137. Procodure and Time of Presenting Signature Lists to the Local
Councils of Deputies. Determination of Results of Collecting of
Electors' Signatures

The filled-in signature lists, during the pericd envisaged for collecting signatures by
part four of Article 135 of this Code, but not later that on the next day after expiration
of this period, shall be presented fo:

the chairman of the Minsk City Council of Deputies - when initiating the question of
recalling a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or a Deputy of the Minsk City
Council of Deputies;

the chairman of the Oblast, town (for towns of Oblast subordination) Council of
Deputies - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives or a deputy of the Oblast Council of Deputies; and

the chairman of the regional, town (for towns of Oblast and region subordination),

settlement or rural Council of Deputies - when initiating the question of recalling a
deputy of regional, town, settlement or rural Council of Deputies.
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The chairman of the respective local Council of Deputies may, in necessary, arganise
the check of reliability of electors’ signatures in the signature lists. The check shall be
conducted within seven days after submission of the lists. Deputies and other
persons attracted by the chairman of the Council of Deputies may take part in the
check.

Signature lists in which fictitious signatures have been detected, or signatures of one
and the same elector for two and more other electars, or on several signature lists, ar
signatures of citizens who have no electoral right, or if collection of signatures was
done by a person who was nat @ member of the initiative group, as well as signature
lists not signed by a member of the initiative group, or signed by another member of
the initiative group who did not collect these signatures, as well as signature lists
containing signatures of the elector who are not living in one place of residence, or
not living in the territory of the district, or those not certified by the seal of the
executive and administrative body on whose territory the signatures were collected
shall be recognised invalid.

In case of absence in the signature list of any or several data on the elector as
stipulated by part two of Article 136 of this Code as well as if the data on the elector
ware not put into the signature list in his own hand or the elector does not live in the
territory of the electoral district the signature of such elector shall not be counted
when the results of the collection of electors’ signatures are established,

Upon termination of the check of the signature lists, the chairman of the respective
local Council of Deputies, indicated in part one of the present Article, who received
the signature lists from the initiative group, shall make a record on the results of
callection of signatures, indicating the total number of signature lists and the number
of signatures in them, the number of signature lists in which authenticity of electors’
signatures was checked and the numbear of signatures in them, the number of
signature lists with authentic signatures and the number of signatures in them. The
record shall be signed by the chairman of the local Council of Deputies.

In case collection of signatures was fulfilled by several initiative groups, the records
on results of collection of signatures shall be made separately for each initiative
group, and then a final record shall be made to be signed by the chairman of the
lacal Council of Deputies.

If the electoral district on elections of deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or a
deputy of the Oblast Council of Deputies is formed from territories of two or more
regions, the records on the results of collection of signatures shall be made for each
region and then the chairman of the regional Council of Deputies at the place of
location of the centre of the electoral district shall make and sign the final record.

The record on the results of signatures collection shall be delivered, within three
days, lo:

the Central Commission - when initiating the question of recalling a deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives;

the respective territarial electoral commission - when initiating the question of
recalling a deputy of the local Council of Deputies.
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Chapter 27. Procedure of Appointment of Voting on Recalling a Deputy. Voting
and Summarising the Results

Article 138. Taking Decision to Appoint Voting on Recalling a Deputy

The Central Commission, the respective territorial electoral commission shall be
entitled, within 15 days after the date of receipt of necessary documents (records and
signature lists), to make a selective or complete check of observance of the
requirements of Section VIIl of this Code when initiating the guestion of recalling a

deputy.

Upen establishing that the collection of the necessary number of signatures of
electors and all other measures have been undertaken in accordance with the
requirements aof Section VIl of this Code, the Central Commission shall take a
decision to appaint voting for recalling a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives,
and the respective territorial electoral commissien - to appoint voting to recall a
deputy of the local Council of Deputies.

The voting shall be appeinted not earlier than cne maonth and not later than two
months after the date when the decision to appeint the voting was taken,

In case substantial violations of the requirements of Section VIl of this Code tock
place during initiation of the question of recalling a deputy and during collection of
electors’ signatures, or the necessary number of electors’ signatures was not
collected in support of the proposal to initiate the question of recalling a deputy, the
decision shall be taken to refuse appeintment of the voting on recalling a deputy.

The decision by the Central Commission to refuse appeintment of the veting on
recalling a deputy may be appealed against, within three days, by the initiative group
(the appeal must be signed by the majarity of its members) at the Supreme Court of
the Republic of Belarus, while the decision of the Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town,
settlement or rural territarial electoral commission - at the Oblast, Minsk City, regional
ar town court, respectively.

The decision of the Central Commission to appoint voting on recalling a deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives shall be directed to the Chamber of Representatives,
and delivered to mass media for making public (publication), while the decision of the
respective territorial electeral commission on appeointment of the voting on recalling a
deputy of the local Cauncil of Deputies shall be published in local mass media or
athenwise made known to the electors.

The decision of the Central Commission ar of the respective territorial electoral
commission on appointment of the voting on recalling a deputy shall be cancelled if
the powers of the deputy have been terminated before expiry of his term on the
grounds established by the legislation of the Republic of Belarus.

Article 139. The Ballot Paper on Recall of a Deputy
The ballot paper for voting on recalling a deputy shall include the name and the
number of the electoral district from which the deputy has been elected, the wording

of the proposal to recall the deputy with indication of the motives of recalling, the
surmname, name and patronymic name of the deputy, the profession, the position
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{(occupation), the places of work and living, the year of being elected a deputy (of the
Chamber of Representatives, or of the respective local Council of Deputies), the
party affiliation, and the versions of the answer - "for recalling” and "against
recalling".

The text of the ballot paper shall be approved by the respective district or territorial
commission.

The ballot papers for vating on recalling of a deputy shall be printed in the Belarusian
and Russian languages.

The ballot paper shall centain the explanation of the way to fill it in.

Signatures of at least two persons of the precinct commission shall be put on the
reverse side of the ballot paper.

Article 140. Proxies of the Deputy

The deputy while salving the questions related to his recalling, after the decision has
been taken to appoint voting on recalling. may have proxies to represent his interests
in relations with electors, initiative groups, state bodies and commissions on the
haolding of voting on recalling a deputy. Registration of proxies and their work shall be
executed in accordance with the procedure stipulated by this Code for electing
deputies.

Article 141. Procedure of Holding Voting on Recalling the Deputy and
Summarisation of Its Results

Voting on recalling a deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or of a deputy of a
local Council of Deputies shall be secret and organised in accordance with the
procedure stipulated by Articles 50-52 of this Code,

Vating shall be considered valid, if more than a half of the electors included into the
lists of citizens, having right to participate in the voting to recall a Deputy, took part in
it. The deputy shall be considered recalled if more than a half of the electors of the
district who took part in the voting have veted for his recalling.

The recalling shall be considered declined, if less than a half of the electors who took
part in the voling have voted for recalling, as well as if less than a half of the electars
included into the lists of citizens who have right to take part in voting for recalling a
deputy have participated in the voting. In the event of equality of votes given for and
against recalling a deputy, the latter shall preserve his powers.

Based on the records received from precinct commissions and compiled in
compliance with the requirements of Article 55 of this Code, the results of voting shall
be approved at the sitting of the district or termritorial commission and entered into the
record.

The record of the district commission for helding voting on recalling a deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives shall be immediately forwarded to the Central
Commission, and the records of the district commission for holding voting on recalling
a deputy of the Oblast Council of Deputies - to the Oblast territorial cormmission.
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The Central Commission or the respective territorial commission shall, upen
expiration of five days after the date of voling, if more than a half of the electars who
took part in the voting have vated for recalling the deputy, and there are no grounds
to consider the guestion of recognising the vating results invalid, take a decision to
recognise the deputy recalled by the electors.

In the event the electors of the district have not voted for recalling the deputy, the
decision of the Central Commission or of the respective territerial commissicn shall
run that the proposal to recall the Deputy has been declined by the volers, The
materials on the fact shall be delivered, respectively, to the Chamber of
Representatives or the local Council of Deputies.

The Central Commission as well as the district or territorial commission, in case of
breaching the requirements of this Code which has affected the voting outcome shall
be entitled to recognise the vating results invalid,

In the evant mistakes or disparities are identified in the records of the precinct, district
or territorial commissions, as well as other violations made during voting or vote
count, the Central Commission or the superior territerial commission shall be entitled
to take decision on repeated vole count by the respective district or territorial
commissian. The repeated vote count shall be performed by the district or territorial
commission in the presence of a member (members) of the Central Commission or of
the supericr territorial commission, and if necessary - also of the precinct
commission.

A deputy of the Chamber of Representatives or a deputy of the local Council of
Deputies, or, by his special written instruction, a proxy as well as the initiative group
(the appeal must be signed by the majority of its members) may, within five days after
the date of vating on recalling the deputy, appeal, respectively, to the Central
Commission or to the superior territorial commission with written applications on
violations of the requirements of Section VIl of this Code. The Central Commission
shall, within ten days, check the facts indicated in the application and take the

respective decision.

The decision of the Central Cemmission on the results of voting on recalling a deputy
of the Chamber of Representatives may be appealed against, within three days, by
the deputy or the initiative group (the appeal must be signed by the majority of its
members) at the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus.

The decision of the territarial commission on the results of the voting on recalling a
deputy of the Oblast, Minsk City, regional, town, settlement or rural Council of
Deputies may be, in accordance with the same procedure and during the same
period, appealed against, respectively, at the Oblast, Minsk City, regional or town
court.

Article 142, Inadmissibility of Repeated Initiation of the Issue of Recalling a
Deputy Within a Year

Repeated initiation of the question of recalling a deputy on the same grounds within
one year after the date of voting on recalling a deputy shall not be allowed.
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SECTION IX. Frocedure of Recalling the Member of the Council of the Republic

Chapter 28. Grounds for and Procedure of Initlating the Recall of the Member of
the Council of the Republic

Article 143. Grounds for Recall of the Member of the Council of the Republic

Any member elected from the Oblast or the city of Minsk, who has failed in the trust
extended to him by neglecting the duties of the member of the Council of the
Republic, violating the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus laws of the Republic of
Belarus or acts of the President of the Republic of Belarus, or committing actions
discrediting the member of the Council of the Republic may be recalled by the
procedure set forth in this Code.

The grounds for and procedure of recall of the member of the Council of the Republic
appointed by the President of the Republic of Belarus shall be determined by the
President of the Republic of Belarus,

Article 144. Initiation of the Raising of Issue of Recalling a Membor of the
Council of the Republic

The issue of recalling a member of the Council of the Republic from the Oblast or the
city of Minsk may be initiated by:

presidium of the regional or town (town in Oblast jurisdiction) Council of Deputies and
the regional or the town executive committee which nominated the respective
candidate to the Council of the Republic - befare the presidium of the Oblast Council
of Deputies and the Oblast Executive Committee; and

not less than ten deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies - before the
presidium of Minsk City Council of Deputies or the Minsk City Executive Committee.

The initiaters of the issue of recalling a member of the Council of the Republic shall
submit the reasons for grounds to discuss the issue.

The issue of recalling the member of the Council of the Republic elected from a
region shall be initiated at a joint sitting of the presidium of the regional ar tawn (in
Oblast jurisdiction) Council of Deputies and the regional or town executive
committee. The joint sitting of the presidium of the regional or town Council of
Deputies and the respective execulive committee shall be considered legally
campetent if attended by at least two thirds of the membership of the presidium and
the execulive committee.

The decision of the joint sitting of the presidium of the regional or town Council of
Deputies and the respective executive committee shall be passed by a simple
majority of votes,

The application of deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies on initiation of the

issue of recalling the member of the Council of the Republic must be signed by all
initiatars.
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The materials on the initiation of the issue of recalling the member of the Couneil of
the Republic shall be submitted lo the presidium of the Oblast Council of Deputies
and the Oblast Executive Committee in case of recalling the member of the Council
of the Republic elected from the Oblast, or to the presidium of the Minsk City Council
of Deputies and Minsk City Executive Committee in case of recalling a member of the
Council of the Republic elected from the City of Minsk,

Article 145. Procedure of Consideration of Initiative on Raising the Issue
of Recalling the member of the Council of the Republic by the
Presidium of the Oblast or the Minsk City Council of Deputies and
the Oblast and the Minsk City Executive Committee

The presidium of the Oblast or the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the Oblast or
the Minsk City Executive Committee shall notify the member of the Council of the
Republic, within five days, on the fact of initiation of the issue of his recalling and
specify the reasons and the date of consideration of the issue at their sitting. The
member of the Council of the Republic shall be notified on the date, the time and the
venue of the sitting not later than 15 days pricr to the sitting.

In case the member of the Council of the Republic with regard to whom the issue of
recalling is initiated is not able, through a good reasen, to take par in the sitting at
the appointed day he shall send the initiaters a written application explaining the
reason and propose another day for the sitting within the subsequenl 15 days
following the appointed date, not later than seven days prior to the appeinted day of
the sitting. The initiators of the sitting must satisfy the request of the member of the
Council of the Republic and co-ordinate with him a different day of the sitting. No
repeated change of the sitting date upen the request of the member of the Council of

the Republic shall be permitted.

The refusal of the member of the Council of the Republic to take part in the sitting or
his failure to appear at the sitting without a good reason subject to a timely
notification shall not impede the consideration of the proposal to raise the issue of his
recall.

The member of the Council of the Republic shall be entitled to appaint a proxy
(proxies) for taking part in the sitting. The powers of such person (persons) must be
confirmed in writing.

In the course of the sitting of the presidium of the Oblast or the Minsk City Council of
Deputies and the Oblast or the Minsk City Executive Committee the member of the
Council of the Republic shall be given enough time to provide explanations on the
sssance of the initiative on the issue of his recall in question. The explanations of the
member of the Cauncil of the Republic must be reflected in the sitting minutes. Upon
the instructions of the member of the Council of the Republic, his proxy shall be
entitled to take the floor at the sitting.

The joint sitting of the presidium of the Oblast and the Minsk City Council of Deputies
and the Oblast and the Minsk City Executive Committee shall be considered legally
competent if attended by at least two thirds of the membership of the presidium and
the executive committee, The decision of the joint sitting on the opinion of these
bodies on the initiative on raising the issue of recall of the member of the Council of
the Republic shall be passed by a simple majority of their votes.



The minutes of the sitting together with all available materials shall be handed to the
Central Commission for making a conclusion on the observance of the requirements
of Section IX of this Cede for initiation of the raising of the issue on recall of a
member af the Council of the Republic.

Article 146. Checking by the Central Commission of Observance of
Requirements of this Code for Initiation of the Raising of the Issue
on Recall of the Member of the Council of the Republic

The Central Commission, within ten days from submission of the minutes of the
sitting of the presidium of the Oblast er the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the
Oblast or the Minsk City Executive Committee, shall check the cbservance of the
requirements of Section [X of this Code for initiation of the raising of the issue an
recall of a member of the Council of the Republic, consider the issue at its sitting,
approve the conclusion and immediately send it to the presidium of the Oblast and
the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the Oblast and the Minsk City Executive
Committee.

Article 147. Raising the Issue of Recall of the Member of the Council
of the Republic

The presidium of the Oblast ar the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the Oblast ar
the Minsk City Executive Committee shall, within five days upon receiving the
conclusion of the Central Cemmission, fix the date of their sitting for considering the
proposal on raising the issue of recall of the member of the Council of the Republic.
The member of the Council of the Republic, who shall be entitled to take part in the
sitting personally or appoint a proxy (proxies) for the participation, shall be notified in
wriling an the date, the time and the venue of the sitting not later than 15 days prior
to the sitting.

If the actions on the initiation of the of raising the issue of recall of the member of the
Council of the Republic have been performed in conformance with the requirements
of Section IX of this Cede and there are grounds for raising the issue of his recall the
presidium of the Oblast or the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the Oblast and the
Minsk City Executive Committee shall take a decisicn on raising the issue of recall of
the member of the Council of the Republic elected from the Oblast or the City of
Minsk and appointing the date of voting on his recall.

In case the circumstances which serve as ground for initiation of the ralsing of the
issue of recall of the member of the Council of the Republic are subject of
consideration in the court, the bodies listed in paragraph two of this Article shall
suspend the consideration of the issue until the judgement (sentence) of the court is
passed.

Article 148. Procedure of Appointment of Voting on Recall of the Member of
the Council of the Republic

The voting on the recall of the member of the Council of the Republic elected from

the Oblast or the City of Minsk shall be appointed not earlier than one month and not
later than two months from the day of passing the decision on appointing the vote.
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In case of illness of the member of the Council of the Republic as confirmed by an
appropriate document the voting shall be postponed to another date but not later that
15 days from the day of his recovery. The member of the Council of the Republic
shall, within three days of his recovery, send a written notification to the presidium of
the Oblast or the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the Oblast or the Minsk City
Executive Committee. The voting may take place irrespective of the state of health of
the member of the Council of the Republic upen the expiry of four menths from the

start of his illness.

The decision of the presidium of the Oblast or the Minsk City Council of Deputies and
the Oblast or the Minsk City Executive Committee on the appointment of vote on the
recall of the member of the Council of the Republic shall be sent to the Council of the
Republic and made public (published) in mass media,

When during the initiation of the raising of the issue of recall of the member of the
Council of the Republic there have been significant violations of the requirements of
Section 1X of this Code, a decision on cancellation of the voting on recall of the
member of the Council of the Republic shall be passed. The decision may be
appealed against by the initiators of the raising of the issue on recall of the member
of the Council of the Republic within three days at the Supreme Court of the Republic

of Belarus.

Article 149. Agitation for or against Recall of the Member of the
Council of the Republic

Upen the appaintment of the voting on the recall of a member of the Ceuncil of the
Republic elected from the Oblast or the City of Minsk, deputies of local Councils of
Deputies of the base level in the Oblast and deputies of the Minsk City Council of
Deputies shall be entitled to a free and comprehensive discussion of the issues
connected with the recall of the member of the Council of the Republic, his business
and personal qualities, and conduct agitation for or against the recall of the membar

of the Council of the Republic.

The state mass media, the mass media partially financed from the state budget and
the mass media cne of the founders of which include state bodies and organisations
shall be obliged to ensure equal cpportunities for expressing opinicns for and against
the recall of the member of the Ceuncil of the Republic to deputies of local Councils
of Deputies of the base level in the Oblast and to deputies of the Minsk City Council
of Deputies, as well as to the member of the Council of the Republic wath regard to
whom the issue of recall has been raised.
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Chapter 29. Procedure of Conducting the Sitting of Deputies of lecal Council
of Deputies of the Base Lovel in the Oblast and of Deputies of the
Minsk City Council of Deputies on the Issue of Recall of the
Member of the Council of the Republic

Article 150. Conducting the Sitting of Deputies of the Local Council of
Deputies of the Base level in the Oblast and of Deputies of the
Minsk City Council of Deputies on the Issuc of Recall of the
Member of Council of the Republic

The day of the sitting of deputies of local Councils of Deputies of the base level in the
Oblast and of deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies (hereinafter, the sitting
of deputies) shall be announced not later than within five days from passing the
decision on appointing the vote on recall of the member of the Council of the
Republic elected from the Oblast or the City of Minsk by the presidium of the Oblast
or the Minsk City Council of Deputies and the Oblast and the Minsk City Executive
Committee.

The sitting of deputies shall be considered legally competent if attended by mare
than half of the total number of deputies elected to the local Councils of Deputies of
the base level in the Oblast and of deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies.
The sitting must be attended by nct less than one quarter of deputies from each local
Council of Deputies of the base level in the Oblast.

The sitting of deputies shall be cpened by the cldest deputy of the local Council of
Deputies of the base level in the Oblast or of deputies of the Minsk City Council of
Deputies.

In order to provide for the work of the siting, its presidium, secretariat and the
counting board must be elected.

The sitting of deputies shall be conducted with the participaticn of the member of the
Council of the Republic with regard to whom the issue of recall has been raised or his

proxy (proxies).

The refusal of the member of the Council of the Republic to take part in the sitting or
his failure to appear at the sitting without a good reason subject to a timely
natification shall not impede the censideration of the issue of his recall.

The ground and reasons for the voting on the recall of the member of the Council of
the Republic shall be presented by a person authorised by the bodies whmh passed
the decision on the appointment of the vote.

The chairman of the siting shall be under obligation to give enough time to the
member of the Council of the Republic for submitting his explanations.

Upan the instructions of the member of the Council of the Republic, his proxy shall be
entitled to take the floor at the sitting. Upon the completion of discussion the member
of the Council of the Republic or his proxy shall have the right to take the floor prior to
voting.
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Members of the Council of the Republic, the Central Commission, deputies of
Councils of Deputies of all levels and representatives of mass media shall be entitled

to attend the sitling.

Article 151, Organisation of Voting on Recall of the Member of
the Council of the Republic

The recall of the member of the Council of the Republic shall be cenducted by secret
ballct. In order to organise secret voting and counting its results, a counting board
shall be elected fram the deputies.

The counting board shall elect its chairman, deputy chairman and secretary out of its
members. The decision of the counting board shall be passed by the majority of

votes of the board members.

The ballot papers for secret voting shall be made by the counting board in the form
determined by the beard and in the amount correspondent to the number of the

sitting participants.

The time and the venue of the vote and the procedure of its holding shall be fixed by
the board and announced by its chairman.

Each deputy taking part in the sitting of deputies shall be given one ballot paper for
secret voting.

The ballot papers shall be handed over according to the list of deputies taking part in
the sitting of deputies upon presenting a deputy’s identity card.

The counting board shall compile a record of the secret voting resulls which shall be
then signed by all members of the counting beard,

‘Upen the report of the counting board the sitting of deputies by a show of hands shall
pass a decision on adopting the results of the secret voting.

The recall of the member of the Council of the Republic shall be considered passed if
more than half of the total number of deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of
base level in the Oblast and of deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies tock
part in the voting and more than half of the deputies who took part in the voting voted
in favour of the recall, When the number of votes cast for and against the recall of the
member of the Council of the Republic is equal, he shall retain his powers,

The counting beard record and other malerials in the recall of the member of the
Council of the Republic shall be sent to the Central Commission within two days.

Article 152. Consideration by the Central Commission of the Results
of Voting on Recall of the Member of the Council of the Republic

Upan ten days fram the date of voting on the recall of the member of the Council of
the Republic, if more than half of the deputies of the local Councils of Deputies of
base level in the Oblast and of the deputies of the Minsk City Council of Deputies
who took part in the vating voted in favour of the recall, and there are no grounds for
invalidating the voting results, the Central Commission shall adept a decision on
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considering the member of the Council of the Republic recalled and natify the Caouncil
of the Republic to this effect.

The decision of the Central Commission may be appealed against by the member of
the Council of the Republic in the Supreme Court within three days.

SECTION X. Final Provisions

Aricle 153. Coming of this Code into Force

This Cede shall come into force one manth after the day of its publication.
Article 154. Bringing Legislative Acts in Correspondonce with this Code

The Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus, within three manths from this
Code coming into force, shall:

duly submit to the President of the Republic of Belarus and the Chamber of
Representalives the respeclive proposals on bringing the laws of the Republic of
Belarus in correspondence with this Code: and

bring the decisions of the Government of the Republic of Belarus, and assure the
brining of the decisions of the state management bodies and other executive and
administrative bodies subordinated to it in correspondence with this Code.

Article 155. Declaration of Certain Legislative Acts of the Republic of Belarus
To Be Null and Void in Connection with this Cede Coming into
Force

The following legislative acts shall be recognised null and void:

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of November 20, 1959 «On the Procedure of
Recall of Deputies of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus» (Collection of
Laws of the BSSR, 1959, No 16, p. 251);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of July 28, 1960 «On the Procedure of Recall of
Deputies of Oblast, Regional, Town, Settlement and Rural Councils of Deputiess
(Collection of Laws of the BSSR, 1860, No 20, p. 150);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of December 12, 1978 «On Elections of the
supreme Soviet of the Republic of Belarus™ (Callection of Laws of the BSSR, 1978,
No 35, p. 676);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of June 21, 1979 «On Making Amendments and
Additions into the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On the Procedure of Recall of
Deputies of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belaruss (Collection of Laws of
the BSSR, 1979, No 18, p. 304);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of December 14, 1979 «On Making Amendments
and Additions into the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On the Procedure of Recall of
Deputies of Oblast, Region, Town, Settlement and Rural Councils of Deputiess
{Collection of Laws of the BSSR, 1979, No 35, p. 615);
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The Law of the Republic of Belarus of Octcber 27, 1288 "On Elections of the
Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Belarus” (Collection of Laws of the BSSR, 1989,

Mo 31, p. 3);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of June 20, 1980 “On Making Amendments in
Article 47 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus "On Elections of the People's
Deputies of the Republic of Belarus™ and Article 45 of the Law of the Republic of
Belarus "On Elections of the Deputies of Local Councils of People's Deputies of the
Republic of Belarus” (Cellection of Laws of the BSSR, 1330, No 18, p. 266);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of December 21, 1880 “On Making Amendments
in Article 57 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus "On Elections of the Pecple's
Deputies of the Republic of Belarus” and Article 54 of the Law of the Republic of
Belarus "On Elections of the Deputies of Local Councils of People's Deputies of the
Republic of Belarus” (Records of the Supreme Soviet of the Byelorussian SSR, 1991,
No1,p. 9

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of June 13, 1891 «On Pecple's Voling
(Referendum) in the Republic of Belarus» (Records of the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Belarus, 1991, No 25, p. 364);

The Decree of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus of June 13, 1991 «Qn
Coming into Effect of the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On People’s Voling
(Referendum) in the Republic of Belarus» (Records of the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Belarus, 1891, No 25, p. 363);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of December 8, 1992 "On Making Amandments
and Additions in the Law of the Republic of Belarus "On Elections of the People's
Deputies of the Republic of Belarus” and the Law of the Republic of Belarus "On
Elections of the Deputies of Local Councils of People's Deputies of the Republic of
Belarus” (Records of the Supreme Cauncil of the Republic of Belarus, 1932, No 34,

p. 540);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of March 28, 1994 «On Elections of the President
of the Republic of Belarus» (Records of the Supreme Council of the Republic of
Belarus, 1984, No 10, p. 146);

The Decree of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus of March 28, 1994
«0On Coming into Effect of the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On Elections of the
Prasident of the Republic of Belaruss (Records of the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Belarus, 1984, No 10, p. 147);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of November 29, 1994 «On Making Amendments
and Additions into the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On Elections of Deputies of
the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus» (Records of the Supreme Council
of the Republic of Belarus, 1885, Mo 1-2, p. 1)

The Decree of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus of November 28,

1884 «On Coming into Effect of the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On Making
Amendments and Additions into the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On Elections of
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Deputies of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belaruss (Records of the
Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus, 1995, No 1-2, p. 2);

The Decree of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus of January 31, 19895
«On Application of the Last Part of Article 34 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus
«On Elections of Deputies of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belaruss
(Records of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus, 19385, No 13, p. 133);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of March 22, 1995 «On Making Amendments and
Additions into the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On Electicns of Deputies of the
Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus» (Records of the Supreme Council of
the Republic of Belarus, 1995, No 18, p. 198);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of September 7, 1995 «On Making Amendments
and Additions into the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On Elections of Deputies of
the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belaruss (Records of the Supreme Council
of the Republic of Belarus, 1995, No 29, p. 367);

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of September 24, 1996 «On Making
Amendments and Additions into the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On Elections of
Deputies of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus» (Records of the
Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus, 1996, No 32, p. 583);

The Decree of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus of November 14,
1986 «On Interpretation of Certain Articles of the Law of the Republic of Belarus «On

Fecple's Voting (Referendum) in the Republic of Belarus»; (Records of the Supreme
Council of the Republic of Belarus, 1986. No. 34, p. 622);

President of the Republic of Belarus
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BASIC TERMS USED IN THIS TEXT

Agitation materials are printed and other materials containing signs of election
agitation, agitation on the referendum or recall or the deputy designed for mass
distribution during the halding of elections, referendum or recall of the deputy;

Election agitation is activities of citizens of the Republic of Belarus, palitical parties,
ather public associations, labour collectives, candidates, their proxies and initiative
groups collecting signatures for nomination of candidates and making agitation for
their election aimed at inducement or inducing electers to participation in elections
and voting for or against certain candidates;

Agitation for the referendum is activities of cilizens of the Republic of Belarus,
initiative group for the holding of the referendum, political parties, other public
associations and labour collectives aimed at inducement or inducing participants in
the referendum to holding the referendum or rejecting its helding or vote “for” er
“against” the question (draft decision) offered far the referendum;

Elections are elections of the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the
Chamber of Representatives, members of the Council of the Republic and deputies
of local Councils of Deputies held on the basis of the Constitution of the Republic of
Belarus and this Code;

Deputy is the person elected by the electors of the respective electoral district to the
Chamber of Representatives or the local Council of Deputies on the basis of
universal, equal and direct suffrage through secret ballot;

Elector is the citizen of the Republic of Belarus having the right to elect to the state
badies as provided for by the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus and this Code;

Election campaign is the period from the day of official publication of the decision of
the President of the Republic of Belarus or of the state body autherised by the
Caonstitution of the Republic of Belarus or by this Code on the appointment of
elections as from the day of official publication of the election results;

Electoral district is the territory from which citizens of the Republic of Belarus
directly elect the President of the Republic of Belarus, deputies of the Chamber of
Representatives and deputies of the lecal Councils of Deputies;

Candidate is the person registered by the respective commission as candidate for
the position of the President of the Republic of Belarus, candidate for the deputy of
the Chamber of Representative, candidate for the Council of the Republic or
candidate of the local Council of Deputies;

Observer is the person representing a foreign state or an international organisation
who acquired in conformity with the procedure established by this Code the right to
be present during the holding of elections or referendum at the sitting of the
respective commissions and in rooms for voting,

Representative of public is the person autherised by the political party, another
public association, labour collective and citizens to be present during the holding of
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elections, referendum or recall of the deputy at the sittings of the respective
commission and in rooms for voting;

Participant in the referendum is the citizen of the Republic of Belarus enjoying
suffrage and taking pan in the holding of the referendum.
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