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The Saeima has adopted and the President of Stameujgates the following
law:

Constitutional Court Law

Chapter |
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. The Constitutional Court

1. The Constitutional Court is an independent in8ttu of judicial power, which within
the jurisdiction set forth in the Constitution dietRepublic of Latvia (hereinafter — the
Constitution) and in this Law, shall review caseaaerning the compliance of laws and
other legal norms with the Constitution, as well ather cases placed under its
jurisdiction by this Law.

2. The Constitutional Court shall hear cases purstaatite Constitution and this Law only.

3. The Constitutional Court shall be a juridical perso

Article 2. Independence of the Constitutional Court

Direct or indirect interference with the actionstloé Constitutional Court in relation to judging
shall not be permissible.

Article 3. Composition of the Constitutional Court
The Constitutional Court shall have seven judges.

Article 4. Confirmation of a judge of the
Constitutional Court

1. Judges of the Constitutional Court shall be comdid by the Saeima. Three judges of the
Constitutional Court shall be confirmed upon theoramendation of not less than ten
members of the Saeima, two — upon the recommendafithe Cabinet of Ministers,
but two judges of the Constitutional Court — upba tecommendation of the Plenum of
the Supreme Court. The Plenum of the Supreme QGuaxt select candidates for the
office of a judge of the Constitutional Court ofilgm among Republic of Latvia judges.

2. Any citizen of Latvia who has a university leveghl education and at least five years’
working experience in a legal profession or iniarsific or educational field in a judicial
specialty in a research or higher educational &stabent, may be confirmed a judge of
the Constitutional Court. A person who may not benmated for the office of a judge
under Article 55 of the Law “On Judicial Power*, stunot be appointed as a judge of the
Constitutional Court.

3. The application for the office of a judge of theorStitutional Court shall be
accompanied by the following documents signed kynibminee:

1. the consent to be nominated for the office of ggudf the Constitutional Court;
2. the statement that the restrictions under Artifled the Law “On Judicial
Power* do not apply to the nominee.

4. Lists of nominees for the office of judges of thenstitutional Court shall be published
in the newspaper “Latvijas dstnesis" not later than five days after their sugsion to
the Saeima Presidium, indicating:

1. the submitter of the nominees;
2. the following information concerning each nominee the office of a judge of
the Constitutional Court;
a. full name;
b. year and place of birth;
c. place of residence (district or city);
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higher educational establishments (year of gradoaspecialty);
e. former places of employment and positions.

Article 5. The oath of a judge of the Constitutibna
Court

1. After confirmation by the Saeima, the judge of tbBenstitutional Court shall swear
before the President of State the oath prescritbéuki Law “On Judicial Power®”.

2. Ajudge of the Constitutional Court shall take hip/her duties of office after swearing
the oath.

3. In the event a judge of another court, who hasaaly sworn the oath, is confirmed a
judge of the Constitutional Court, he/she shallswe¢ar the oath again, and shall take up
the duties of his/her office immediately after donftion.

Article 6. The Robe and Badge of Office of a judge
of the Constitutional Court

A judge of the Constitutional Court shall perforrs/her duties of office at Court sessions
wearing the Robe and Badge of Office.

Article 7. Term of office of a judge of the
Constitutional Court

1. The term of office of a judge of the Constitutib@urt shall be ten years as of the day
when he/she took up his/her duties of office punst@ Article 5 of this Law.

2. A judge of the Constitutional Court may not be oed from office during his/her term
except in cases provided for in Article 10 of thésv.

3. One and the same person may not be a judge @dhstitutional Court for more than
10 years concurrently.

4. If a person, who pursuant to the Law “On Judiétalwer” has been approved to the
office of a judge for an unlimited term, is confedha judge of the Constitutional Court,
he/she, after the expiry of the term of office glidge of the Constitutional Court, shall
have the right to return to his/her previous positiunless he/she has reached the age-
limit allowed for a judge to hold office.

Article 8. Resignation or retirement of a judge of
the Constitutional Court before expiry of his/her
term of office

1. Ajudge of the Constitutional Court shall retirerh the office of a judge upon reaching
the age of 70.

2. A judge of the Constitutional Court may resignnfroffice before expiry of his/her term
at his/her own discretion, notifying the Constibuial Court in writing.

Article 9. Suspension of the authority of a judde o
the Constitutional Court

1. If the Saeima has agreed to criminal prosecutioa jodge of the Constitutional Court,
the authority of this judge shall be suspended! diné time the verdict in the relevant
case comes into legal effect or the relevant caigase is dismissed.

2. If a judge of the Constitutional Court is chargedh disciplinary liability because
he/she has committed an act incompatible with thtus of a judge, the Constitutional
Court may suspend the authority of this judge wiinpletion of the investigation, but
not longer than for one month.

Article 10. Releasing or discharging from office a
judge of the Constitutional Court
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1. Ajudge of the Constitutional Court may be releaem office by the Saeima following
a ruling of the Constitutional Court, if he/sheuisable to continue working because of
reasons of health.

2. A judge of the Constitutional Court is removednfreffice, if he/she is convicted of a
crime and the verdict has come into legal effect.

3. Ajudge of the Constitutional Court may be releafsem office by the Saeima following
a ruling of the Constitutional Court, if he/she irs breach of the requirements of
Article 35 of this Law, has committed a shameful abich is incompatible with the
status of a judge, or regularly fails to perforns/her duties of office and has been
charged with disciplinary liability in this regard.

Article 11. Procedure for confirming a new judge of
the Constitutional Court if the authority of officd
a previous judge has terminated

Upon termination of authority of office of a judgé the Constitutional Court, the Saeima shall
confirm another judge upon recommendation of thstitution which recommended the
confirmation of the judge whose authority of offitas terminated.

Article 12. Chairperson of the Constitutional Court
and his/her Deputy

The Chairperson of the Constitutional Court andhieis deputy shall be elected for a period of
three years from among the members of the Constitait Court by an absolute majority vote of
the entire total of the judges. The voting shalbpesecret ballot.

Article 13. Obligations and rights of the
Chairperson of the Constitutional Court and his/her
Deputy

1. The Chairperson of the Constitutional Court shaiéside at the sessions of the
Constitutional Court, organize the work of the Qoand represent the Constitutional
Court.

2. The Deputy Chairperson of the Constitutional Calmall assist the Chairperson of the
Constitutional Court in performing the duties of tBhairperson indicated in Paragraph 1
of this Article and shall substitute for the Chairpon of the Constitutional Court in
his/her absence.

3. The Chairperson of the Constitutional Court malegate some of his/her duties to a
judge.

4. The Chairperson of the Constitutional Court ans/i@r Deputy may give orders to
judges of the Constitutional Court in matters offpening organizational duties of office
only.

Article 14. Rules of the Constitutional Court

The structure and work procedures of the Congtitiati Court shall be set out in the Rules of the
Constitutional Court which shall be adopted by hscdute majority vote of the entire total of the
judges.

Article 15. The seal of the Constitutional Court

The Constitutional Court shall have a seal beatirgylarge coat-of-arms of the Republic of
Latvia and the name of the Court.
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Chapter Il
AUTHORITY OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

Article 16. Cases to be reviewed by the
Constitutional Court

The Constitutional Court shall review cases regaydi

1.
2.

3.
4.

compliance of laws with the Constitution;

compliance with the Constitution of internationgr@ements signed or entered
into by Latvia;

compliance of resolutions of the Saeima with thesEitution and other laws;
compliance with the Constitution and other laws amfts of the Cabinet of
Ministers, also compliance with the Constitutiothey laws and regulations of
the Cabinet of Ministers, of normative acts issumdinstitutions or officials
subordinated to the Cabinet of Ministers;

compliance of acts of the President of State, @kason of the Saeima and the
Prime Minister with the Constitution and other laws

compliance with the Constitution and other lawstbfer normative acts issued by
institutions or officials confirmed, appointed de&ed by the Saeima;
compliance with the Constitution, other laws andutations of the Cabinet of
Ministers, of binding regulations and other norwatacts issued by the Dome
(Council) of municipalities;

compliance of regulations by which the ministerthatized by the Cabinet of
Ministers has rescinded binding regulations issogdhe Dome (Council) of a
municipality with the law;

compliance of the national legal norms of Latviathwithe international
agreements entered into by Latvia, which are notraoy to the Constitution.

Article 17. The right to submit an application

1. The following shall have the right to submit arpligation to initiate a case regarding
compliance of laws with the Constitution (ClauseflArticle 16), compliance with the
Constitution of international agreements signecetitered into by Latvia (Clause 2 of
Article 16), and compliance of resolutions of treeBna with the Constitution and other
laws (Clause 3 of Article 16):

oukrwnpE

2. The

the President of State;

not less than twenty members of the Saeima;
the Cabinet of Ministers;

the Plenum of the Supreme Court;
Prosecutor General;

the Council of the State Control.

following shall have the right to submit arplgation to initiate a case regarding

compliance of acts of the Cabinet of Ministers vtttk Constitution and other laws, and
compliance with the Constitution, other laws angutations of the Cabinet of Ministers,
of normative acts issued by institutions or offisisubordinated to the Cabinet of
Ministers (Clause 4 of Article 16):

NGO R~LONE

the President of State;

the Saeima;

not less than twenty members of the Saeima;
the Plenum of the Supreme Court;

the Prosecutor General;

the Dome (Council) of a municipality;

the Council of the State Control;

the State Human Rights Bureau.
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3. The following shall have the right to submit arplgation to initiate a case regarding
compliance of acts of the President of State, thaif@erson of the Saeima and the Prime
Minister with the Constitution and other laws (&alb of Article 16):

the President of State;

the Saeima;

not less than twenty members of the Saeima;

the Cabinet of Ministers;

the Plenum of the Supreme Court;

the Prosecutor General;

the Council of the State Control.

4. The foIIowmg shall have the right to submit arpbgation to initiate a case regarding
compliance with the Constitution and other lawsnoirmative acts issued by other
institutions or officials confirmed, appointed oleeted by the Saeima (Clause 6 of
Article 16):

the Saeima;

not less than twenty members of the Saeima;

the Plenum of the Supreme Court;

the Prosecutor General;

the Dome (Council) of a municipality;

the Council of the State Control,

the State Human Rights Bureau.

5. The followmg shall have the right to submit arplgation to initiate a case regarding
compliance with the Constitution, other laws angutations of the Cabinet of Ministers,
of binding regulations and other normative actshef Dome (Council) of municipalities
(Clause 7 of Article 16):

1. ministers duly authorized by law;
2. the Plenum of the Supreme Court;
3. the Prosecutor General;

4. the Council of the State Control.

6. The right to submit an application to initiatease regarding compliance with the law of
an order by which a minister, duly authorized by @abinet of Ministers, has rescinded
the binding regulations, issued by the Dome (Cdyrafia municipality (Clause 8 of
Article 16) shall belong to the relevant Dome (Cai)n

7. The following shall have the right to submit arpligation to initiate a case regarding
compliance of the national legal norms of Latviathlmse international agreements
entered into by Latvia, which are not contrary tee tConstitution (Clause 9 of
Article 16):

the President of State;

not less that twenty members of the Saeima;

the Cabinet of Ministers;

the Plenum of the Supreme Court;

the Prosecutor General.

Nog,rwNE

NogMwhE

apwNE

Chapter IlI
PROCEEDINGS

Article 18. Submission of application

1. An application to the Constitutional Court to iate a case (hereinafter — the
application) shall be made in writing. The applicatmust indicate:
1. the applicant’'s name;
2. the institution or official who issued the act winis disputed,;
3. an account of the true circumstances of the case;
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4. the legal justification of the application;

5. the claim presented to the Constitutional Court.

Disputing several acts in one application shalbeeamnissible only if:

1. a normative act or a part thereof and legal norfngesser legal force issued
pursuant to same are disputed:;

2. the acts issued by an institution (official) arepiited because the establishment
of the institution, or election, confirmation orgapntment of the official did not
take place as prescribed by law, or the institubofficial has violated the law
in a manner which renders the said acts invalid.

The application shall be signed by the applicénthe application is submitted by an
institution, it shall be signed by the head offithe application is submitted by not less
than twenty members of the Saeima, it shall beesidyy each of these members.
The application must be accompanied:
1. if the application is submitted by an institutionbya decision of the institution;
2. by explanations and documents necessary to deterircumstances of the case.

Article 19. Special provisions for accepting an
application by the Dome (Council) of a
municipality

The application by the Dome (Council) of a munatity pursuant to Clause 6,
Paragraph 2 and Clause 5, Paragraph 4 of Articlef iffis Law shall be accepted only if
the municipality is of the opinion that the regidat of the Cabinet of Ministers or other
normative acts regulating municipal operationsa@metrary to the Constitution, the Law
“On Municipalities” or other laws.
The application by the Dome (Council) of a munadityy pursuant to Paragraph 6 of
Article 17 of this Law shall be accepted as proslider in Article 49 of the Law “On
Municipalities*”.

Article 20. Initiating a case or refusal to inidaa

case

Upon receiving an application, the Chairpersorthef Constitutional Court or a judge
authorized by him/her, shall determine whether:
1. the case comes under the jurisdiction of the Cantgthal Court (Article 16);
2. the applicant is entitled to submit an applicatjarticle 17);
3. the application complies with the general (Artit®) and specific (Article 19)
requirements for accepting an application.

If the case comes under the jurisdiction of thengGitutional Court, if the applicant is
entitled to submit the application and the appiozatcomplies with the general and
specific requirements for accepting an applicatihe, judge shall adopt a decision to
initiate the case.

If the case does not come under the jurisdictibrthe Constitutional Court, or the
applicant is not entitled to submit the applicationthe application does not comply with
the general and specific requirements for accegtimgpplication, the judge shall adopt a
decision to refuse to initiate the case. The jutige adopt a decision to refuse to initiate
a case if the legal norm (act) which is disputedadonger in effect.

The decision to initiate or to refuse to initiatease shall be adopted by the judge within
one month from the date the application was subnhitin complicated cases the
Constitutional Court organizational session comgjstof three judges may adopt a
decision to extend this term to two months.

If a decision is adopted to initiate a case, withiree days of adopting the decision:

1. acopy of the decision shall be forwarded to pgudicts in the case;
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2. a copy of the application shall be forwarded to thstitution or official who
issued the act which is disputed,;

3. the institution or official who issued the act whiis disputed shall be requested
to submit a written reply describing the true cimatances and legal justification
of the case by the date set by the judge of thes@otional Court;

4. a copy of the decision shall be forwarded for pedilon in the newspaper
“Latvijas Vestnesis".

If a decision is adopted to refuse to initiate a@e; a copy of the decision shall be
forwarded to the applicant within three days of adoption, but in a case when the
application is submitted by not less than twentymbers of the Saeima — to their
authorized representative.

Article 21. Procedure by which a decision to refuse
to initiate a case is appealed

A decision to refuse to initiate a case may beeafgul to the Constitutional Court by the
applicant within two weeks of receiving a copy loé decision.

The Constitutional Court consisting of three jusigdall review at the organizational
session the appeal within a month of receivingappeal and adopt a decision to satisfy
it and initiate the case, or dismiss the appeal.

If a decision is adopted to satisfy the appealiaitiite the case, within three days of its
adoption:

1. a copy of the decision shall be forwarded to pgudicts in the case;

2. a copy of the application shall be forwarded to ih&titution of official who
issued the act which is disputed,;

3. the institution or official who issued the act wiics disputed is requested to
submit a written reply describing the true circuamstes and legal justification of
the case by the date set by the Constitutional tCour

4. a copy of the decision shall be forwarded for pedilon in the newspaper
“Latvijas Vestnesis".

If a decision is adopted to dismiss the appeabmy of the decision shall be forwarded
to the applicant within three days of adoptingoitf in the case when the application is
submitted by not less than twenty members of theinsa — to their authorized
representative.

Article 22. Preparing a case for review

After the case is initiated, the Chairperson @& @onstitutional Court shall ask one of
the judges to prepare it for review.
In preparing the case, if necessary, the judgk sha
1. request additional explanations and documents fr@rapplicant, the institution
or official who issued the act which is disputed, any state or municipal
institution, office or official;
2. invite specialists (experts) to give their opinion.
The case shall be prepared within not more theeetmonths. In especially complicated
cases the Constitutional Court at he organizatisaasion consisting of three judges may
adopt a decision to extend this term but not mioaa by two months.
The preparation of the case shall be completed tgcision of the Chairperson of the
Constitutional Court to forward the case for reviesgtting the time and place for the
session of the Constitutional Court.
The Court session shall be set down not later thaee months after the adoption of the
decision to forward the case for review.
Not later than 15 days before the session:
1. participants in the case shall be notified of theetand place of the session;
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2. notice of the time and place of the session shalldowarded for publication in
the newspaper “Latvijasdstnesis”.

Article 23. Representation at the Constitutional
Court

1. Participant in the case — the applicant as wellhasinstitution or official who issued
the act which is disputed — may perform procedarions at the Constitutional Court
himself/herself or be represented by his/her reésmerepresentative.

2. If the application is submitted by not less thaerity members of the Saeima, they shall
be considered one procedural person. They may rperfrocedural actions by the
agency of one authorized representative only. Tirst person, who has signed the
application is considered to be the authorised esgtative, if the members of the
Saeima have not decided it otherwise.

3. Participants in the case may employ the assistahae sworn advocate. The sworn
advocate has all the rights of the participanthie tase with an exception of closing of
proceedings. The authorisation of the sworn adwoshaill be confirmed by an order
(warrant). The participant in the case may entrim sworn advocate with the
responsibility of the authorised representativas Buthorisation shall be confirmed by a
written warrant.

Article 24. Rights of the participants in the case
examine case material

Following adoption of the decision to forward these for review, participants in the case — the
applicant and the institution or official who issiie act which is disputed — may examine the
case material.

Article 25. Composition of the Court

1. The entire Constitutional Court shall review casascerning:

1. compliance of laws with the Constitution;

2. compliance with the Constitution of internation@reements signed or entered
into by Latvia;

3. compliance of resolutions of the Saeima with thesZitution and other laws;

4. compliance with the Constitution and other laws refjulations and other
normative acts of the Cabinet of Ministers;

5. compliance of acts of the President of State, @kason of the Saeima and the
Prime Minister with the Constitution and other laws

2. Matters not mentioned in Paragraph 1 of this Aetghall be reviewed by three judges of
the Constitutional Court.

3. If the entire Constitutional Court reviews a caseshall include all the judges of the
Constitutional Court who are not excused from paoéting in the Court session because
of health or other justified reasons. In this ctim¥e may not be less than five judges of
the Constitutional Court. The session shall be redaiby the Chairperson of the
Constitutional Court or his/her deputy.

4. |If a case is reviewed by three judges of the Gutistnal Court, the participating judges
are selected by the Chairperson of the Constitati@ourt, and these judges shall elect
the Chairperson of the session from their midst.

5. No judge of the Constitutional Court shall get szfuto take part in the Court session.

Article 26. The procedure for reviewing cases

The procedure for reviewing cases is provided fothis Law and the law on the procedures of
the Constitutional Court.
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Article 27. Openness of Constitutional Court
sessions

Sessions of the Constitutional Court shall be ograsept in cases when this is contrary
to the interests of protecting state secrets. Té@sibn to review a case in a closed
session shall be adopted by the Constitutional ICour

A case shall be reviewed at a closed sessionwbgall the provisions for proceedings.

The Court verdict shall be announced publicly iresénts.

Persons younger than sixteen years of age shalenadmitted to the court-room unless
they are witnesses in the case under review.

Article 28. Sessions of the Constitutional Court

A session of the Constitutional Court is openedHhgychairperson of the Court session.
He/she shall announce the members of the Courticipants in the case and other
persons involved in the case, and check their iyesuhd authorizations.

The review of the case in essence begins witihgpert of a judge.

After the report, participants in the case descthe true circumstances of the case and
the legal justification. The applicant is given ftaor first.

Afterwards, if necessary, opinions of expertshaard and witnesses are questioned.
Next follow Court debates.

The session of the Constitutional Court ends withannouncement by the Chairperson
of the Court session of the time the verdict wdldnnounced.

The process of the Constitutional Court sessiall die recorded on audio tape, and
from it a stenographic report shall be prepared Ftenographic report shall be attached
to the court record. The court record shall be etgrby all the judges of the
Constitutional Court participating in the case.

Article 29. Closing of proceedings

Proceedings in the case may be closed before tigécvés announced by a decision of
the Constitutional Court:

1. upon a written request of the applicant;

2. if the disputed legal norm (act) is no longer ifeef;

3. if the Constitutional Court finds that the decisitm initiate the case does not

comply with the provisions of Paragraph 1, Arti2le of this Law.

If the decision to close proceedings is adopteé, ¢bpy of the decision shall be
forwarded to the participants in the case and ¢ortbwspaper “Latvijas détnesis” for
publication not later than three days after adgptire decision.

Article 30. Reaching the verdict of the
Constitutional Court

Following the session of the Constitutional Coulte judges shall meet to reach a
verdict in the name of the Republic of Latvia.

The verdict shall be reached by a majority vothe Tudges may vote only “for* or
“against”.

In the event of a tie vote the Court shall reacfer@ict that the disputed legal norm (act)
complies with the legal norm of higher force.

The verdict shall be announced not later than @y dafter the session of the
Constitutional Court. The verdict shall be forwatde the participants in the case not
later than three days after the verdict is annodince

The verdict shall be signed by all the judges ip@dting in the session of the
Constitutional Court.
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6. A judge who had voted against the opinion giverthia verdict shall present his/her
individual opinion in writing, which is attached the case file, but is not announced at
the Court session.

Article 31. Contents of the verdict of the
Constitutional Court

The verdict of the Constitutional Court shall iretie:

time and place of reaching the verdict;

membership of the Constitutional Court and secyatathe Court session;

participants in the case (indicating the applicant)

provision of this Law pursuant to which the Consgtdnal Court has reviewed the

case;

the disputed legal norm (act);

circumstances established by the ConstitutionarCou

arguments and proof justifying the conclusionshef Constitutional Court;

arguments and proof by which the Constitutional i€ajects this or other proof;

provision of the Constitution or other law pursuamtwhich the Constitutional

Court considered whether the disputed legal nort) @mplies with the legal

norm of higher force;

10.ruling of the Constitutional Court whether or nbetdisputed legal norm (act)
complies with the legal norm of higher force;

11.the time by which the disputed legal norm (acthes longer in effect, if the
Constitutional Court has declared that the norm) (does not comply with the
legal norm of higher force;

12.a statement that the verdict of the Constitutiddaurt is final and may not be
appealed.

Article 32. Force of a verdict of the Constitutibna
Court

PwbhrE
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1. The verdict of the Constitutional Court is findlshall come into legal effect at the time
of announcement.

2. A verdict of the Constitutional Court shall be diimg on all state and municipal
institutions, offices and officials, including tleurts, also natural and juridical persons.

3. Any legal norm (act) which the Constitutional Cohas determined as incompatible
with the legal norm of higher force shall be coesadi invalid as of the date of
announcing the verdict of the Constitutional Courtless the Constitutional Court has
ruled otherwise.

4. If the Constitutional Court has recognized angiinational agreement signed or entered
into by Latvia as incompatible with the Constitutiothe Cabinet of Ministers is
immediately obliged to see that the agreement israi®d, denounced, suspended or the
accession to that agreement is recalled.

Article 33. Publication of the verdict of the
Constitutional Court

1. The verdict of the Constitutional Court shall beblished in the newspaper “Latvijas
Vestnesis” not later than within five days of beinghaunced. The deciding part of the
verdict shall also be published in the gazette Vijas Republikas Saeimas un Ministru
Kabineta Znotajs”.

2. Once a year the Constitutional Court shall publésicollection of verdicts of the
Constitutional Court, including all verdicts in fuhnd individual opinions of judges
attached to cases.
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Chapter IV
STATUS OF A JUDGE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

Article 34. Restrictions concerning other paid
employment and participation in public affairs

A judge of the Constitutional Court may not filh@ther office or have other paid

employment except in a teaching, scientific anchtive capacity. He/she may not be a
member of the Saeima or the Dome (Council) of aionpality.

The office of a judge of the Constitutional Coisrincompatible with membership in a

political organization (party) or the associatiodnsame. A judge of the Constitutional

Court may be a member of other public organizabiothe association of same, however,
he/she must use this right so as not to harm theitgiand reputation of a judge, the
independence of the Court, and impartiality.

Article 35. Immunity of a judge of the
Constitutional Court

A judge of the Constitutional Court may not bexirially prosecuted or arrested without
the consent of the Saeima.

A judge of the Constitutional Court may be detdinfrcibly brought in and subjected
to a search with the consent of the Constitutidalirt only. These matters shall be
reviewed by three judges of the Constitutional Cour

A judge of the Constitutional Court may be chargétth disciplinary liability in case of
administrative violations.

Article 36. Disciplinary liability of a judge of th
Constitutional Court

A judge of the Constitutional Court may be chargatth disciplinary liability for:
1. violating the restrictions provided for in ArticB5 of this Law;
2. failure to perform his/her duties of office;
3. unbecoming conduct;
4. an administrative violation.
. A disciplinary case may be initiated by the Chaigon of the Constitutional Court,
his/her deputy or not less than three judges oCiwastitutional Court.
A disciplinary case shall be prepared for revignaudge appointed by the Chairperson
of the Constitutional Court or his/her deputy.
A disciplinary case shall be reviewed by the ent@onstitutional Court with all the
judges of the Constitutional Court who are not eeclifor health or other justified
reasons, participating. The judge against whomdikeiplinary case is initiated, is not
part of the court. In this case the court must braf not less than four judges. The
session shall be chaired by the Chairperson ofthestitutional Court or his/her deputy.
The Constitutional Court shall adopt a decisioraddisciplinary case by a majority vote.
In the event of a tie vote the case shall be diseais
When reviewing a disciplinary case, the Constingi Court may:
1. impose disciplinary punishment;
2. recommend the removal of the judge of the Congital Court from office
pursuant to Paragraph 3, Article 10 of this Law;
3. dismiss the disciplinary case.
Disciplinary punishment which the Constitutionau®t may impose on a judge shall be:
1. reproof;
2. admonition;
3. reduction of basic salary for a period of one y@athholding up to 20% of the
basic salary.



-13 -

8. Disciplinary punishment does not exclude crimiaatl material liability of the judge of
the Constitutional Court.

Chapter V
FINANCING OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT,
REMUNERATION OF AND SOCIAL GUARANTEES FOR JUDGES

Article 37. Financing of the Constitutional Court
The Constitutional Court shall be financed from skegte budget.

Article 38. Remuneration of judges of the
Constitutional Court

1. The salary of a judge of the Constitutional Cotitg Chairperson of the Constitutional
Court and his/her deputy shall be equal to thengalha judge of the Supreme Court, the
Chairperson of the Supreme Court and his/her depegpectively.

2. The Chairperson of the Constitutional Court shedleive additional remuneration for
performing the duties of a chairperson, equal & ddditional remuneration set for the
Chairperson of the Supreme Court for performingdbges of Chairperson; the deputy
Chairperson of the Constitutional Court for perforgn the duties of a deputy
Chairperson shall receive an additional remunenadgual to the additional remuneration
set for the deputy Chairperson of the Supreme Chmurfperforming the duties of a
deputy chairperson.

3. In addition to their basic salary, judges of then&titutional Court shall receive
additional remuneration provided for in legislatiaets currently in effect for judges of
the Supreme Court with the first class of qualiiiza.

Article 39. Social guarantees for judges of the
Constitutional Court

All social guarantees and relief provided for jusige normative acts currently in effect shall
also apply to judges of the Constitutional Court.

Chapter VI
OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

Article 40. Officials and employees of the
Constitutional Court

1. The list of positions of officials and employeekstbe Constitutional Court shall be
established by the Chairperson of the Constituti@uart within the limits of the Court’s
budget.

2. The employment relations between the Constituticbaurt and its officials and
employees shall be regulated by the Latvian Lal@nde.

3. All benefits and social guarantees provided fdic@ls and employees of the judiciary
by the Law “On Judicial Power* and other normatacts currently in effect shall apply
to the officials and employees of the Constitutlddaurt.

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS
1. Until the day when the law on the procedures ef@onstitutional Court is enforced, the
procedure for reviewing the cases shall be regdilatethis Law and the Rules of the
Constitutional Court.
2. The first session of the first Constitutional Ctoghall be called by the Minister of
Justice within three days as of the day when atléae judges of the Constitutional
Court have assumed their office. The Minister dftibe shall chair the sessions of the
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first Constitutional Court until the Acting Chaimsen of the Constitutional Court is

elected, but if all the judges of the ConstitutioGaurt have assumed office at the time
when the session of the first Constitutional Casrtonvened, the Minister of Justice
shall chair the session until the Chairperson ef@onstitutional Court is elected.

If, at the time when the first session of thetft®nstitutional Court is convened, all the
judges of the Constitutional Court have assumett&fthe Constitutional Court shall

elect the Chairperson of the Constitutional Couwtoading to the procedure set in
Article 12 of this Law. If not all the judges of@hConstitutional Court have assumed
office at this time, the Constitutional Court shddyy a simple majority vote, elect the
Acting Chairperson of the Constitutional Court frammong the judges which have
assumed office. Only a judge of the Constitutiddaurt who has assumed office may be
elected the Acting Chairperson of the Constitutidaurt.

The Acting Chairperson of the Constitutional Coshall have full powers of the

Chairperson of the Constitutional Court until thené when the Chairperson of the
Constitutional Court is elected.

The Cabinet of Ministers shall give all the regdirsupport for the Constitutional Court
to start its work. The Constitutional Court shadl provided with premises within one

month as of the day when this Law takes effect.

* * %

This Law was adopted by the Saeima on June 5, 1996.
The President of State G.UImanis

Riga, June 14, 1996

For purposes of interpretation, the original Latvigext is to be regarded as
official.



