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NOTE:

This document is a combination of draft amendments and changes to the Election Code
prepared by the President’s Office in September 2006, March, May, and November 2007.
Following is a table on the color coding of the text:

Font Color/Type Indication
Black Existing Code
Proposals from the September 2006, March and May
Black Italics 2007 draft documents submitted by the President’s
Office.

New additions from the September 2006, March and
RED May, 2007 draft documents placed in the context of the
existing Election Code.

The latest provisions from the November 2007 draft
BOLD RED document.

Provisions to be removed from the September 2006,
YELLOW HIGHLIGHT March, May, and November, 2007 draft documents. (not
from the law!)

Provisions to be removed from the existing Election
BLUE Code.

GREEN Titles of Articles

Superscript figures on some article numbers (e.g. 11%) are used to avoid renumbering all 246
articles.

Paragraph 14: Article 73" already exists in the Election Code, it is just renumbered from Article
73 to 73". New Article 73 is introduced in Paragraph 15.

Paragraphs 48, 50, 51, 53, 55, 56: Full articles are not given for the change “to replace “times”
with “manats” throughout the text of Article...” (which means you might not see every single
change of times into manats in these paragraphs)
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Draft

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan
On Amendments and Changes to the Election Code oft  he Republic of Azerbaijan

The Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan decides:

l. To make the following amendments and changes to the Election Code of the
Republic of Azerbaijan (Collection of Legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 2003, No 6,
Article 274, No 12, | book, Article 680; 2004, No 6, Article 416, No 11, Article 891; 2005, No 2,
Article 62, No 4, Article 278, No 7, Articles 576, 584, No 12, Article 1091):

1. To add Article 11* as follows:
Article 11*. Prevention of unlawful interference in the process of elections (referendum)

11%.1. Unlawful interference of legal entities, officials of state bodies or municipalities and
other natural persons in the process of elections (referendum) is prohibited.

11'.2. Obstructing the election rights (participation in the referendum) of citizens, forcing a
citizen to sign in support of a candidate or interfering with his/her voting, interfering in or
influencing the work of election commissions, falsifying the voting documents (on participation
in the referendum) or presenting false documents, deliberately calculating votes inaccurately,
determining the voting results incorrectly or violating the secrecy of the vote, voting in place of
other persons, or casting more that one ballot paper into the ballot box by one person shall
result in liability as stipulated in the Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan”.

2. To add the following sentence to Article 13.3.4:

“Such liabilities could result from obligations regarding registration, taxation, not leaving the
country for over a certain period of time, as well as other political or legal obligations
resulting from permanent, steady and stable affiliation related to more than 7 years period
of living. ”

13.3.4. citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan who have liabilities before foreign countries
(until such liabilities are terminated). Such liabilities could result from obligations regarding
registration, taxation, not leaving the country for over a certain period of time, as well as
other political or legal obligations resulting from permanent, steady and stable affiliation
related to more than 7 years period of living  long term settlement abroad.

(Article 13. Belonging to Passive Suffrage)

3. To consider Article 25.2.23 as Article 25.2.24.
(Article 25.Responsibilities of the Central Electio = n Commission)

4, To add Article 25.2.23:

Article 25.2. The Central Election Commission shall carry out the following duties:

25.2.23. implement accreditation of exit-poll organ izations, determine rules for
accreditation of these organizations.

25.2.24. carry out other authorities in accordance with this Code.
(Article 25.Responsibilities of the Central Electio n Commission)

5. To add “in cases established by the Central Election Commission” after the expression
“special regime” in Article 35.5.
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35.5 Military servants should vote in general voting stations. Rules for transferring citizens of
the Republic of Azerbaijan who are in limited military service are defined by the Central Election
Commission. It is allowed to create polling stations in the military units located outside of the
settlements only in case when it requires more than one hour to deliver military personnel to the
general polling station by the public transport from the unit and the number of military servants
is more than 50. In such circumstances, voting stations shall be created within the period
defined by Article 35.2 of this Code, in exceptional cases, they shall be created at least 5 days
prior to the voting day by the commanders of the military units in accordance with the decision
of the relevant Constituency Election Commission. Military servants from frontier troops (serving
as border guards) and military servants located at the areas of military conflicts, as well as
those serving under special regime, in the cases established by the Central Election
Commission, shall vote in election precincts created within their military units. In the election
precincts formed in accordance with this Article, the conditions shall be created for all members
of the Precinct Election Commission and superior election commissions, registered candidates
and their representatives, authorized representatives of political parties and blocs of political
parties and observers to have an access to the working rooms of election commission and
voting room pursuant to the rules defined by this Code.

(Article 35. Establishment of Election (Referendum) Precincts)

6. To add “and they shall be given appropriate badges indicated in Article 40.7 of this
Code” after the expression “specified in Article 40.7 of this Code” to Article 36.6.

36.6 Each registered candidate, political party, bloc of political parties, initiative groups of voters
shall have the right to appoint one observer to the Precinct Election Commission from the time
the Precinct Election Commission commences its work and until the voting results are made
official. Such observers shall not be required to be registered in the order specified in Article
40.7 of this Code, and they shall be given appropriate badges indicated in Article 40.7 of this
Code”.

(Article 36. Formation of Precinct Election Commiss  ions)
7. To remove the expression “envelopes for ballot papers and” from Article 42.2.3.
42.2.3. to observe the issuance (delivery) of eas rd ballot papers to

voters on Voting Day;
(Article 42. Observers’ Right and Duties)

8. To remove the expression “envelopes for ballot papers” from Article 42.2.7.

42.2.7. to watch, in circumstances ensuring observation and from certain distance, counting of
voters’ votes, ks, marked and unmarked ballot papers, in order to
check the vote’s valldlty to become familiar W|th the election commission’s protocol on voting
results and election (referendum) returns (overall returns) and with other documents;

(Article 42. Observers’ Right and Duties)

9. To remove the expression “and envelopes for ballot papers” from Article 42.3.1.

42.3.1. to issue ballot papers ard-envelopesforballotpape! S to voters;
(Article 42. Observers’ Right and Duties)

10. To remove the 7™ sentence from Article 46.1 and the expression “(in this case, the
court decision shall be attached to the voter list) " from the second sentence |, to replace
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the expression “only upon the court decision ” with the expression “by the Precinct Election
Commission in accordance with the rule determined by the Centr al Election
Commission ”

46.1 The permanent voters’ list for a precinct shall be approved by the Precinct Election
Commission in conformity with the format defined by the Central Election Commission by the
30th of May of each year and be updated at least 35 days prior to Election Day. After this
period and until Voting Day (including Voting Day), the voter can be included in the voters’ list
by the Precinct Election Commission in accordance w ith the rule determined by the
Central Election Commission %%%%%Precmct Election Commission-desisisn
; . Voting cards, for voters who vote with voting cards, shall be
attached to the voters list, in accordance with Article 101 of this Code. No additions and
amendments to the voters' list shall be made on Voting Day. Voters'’ lists shall not be published
in the press. The voters’ list shall be posted (placed) on the relevant website of the Central
Election Commission (Constituency Election Comm|55|on) in conformlty Wlth the rules
established by the Central Election Commission. ;

displayed-
(Article 46. Compilation of Voter Lists)

11. To remove the third sentence of Article 48.1.

48.1 The Precinct Election Commission shall submit the voters’ lists for public display and
for additional verification/updating by informing the voters at least 65 days prior to Election Day,
and create the necessary conditions for such display and verification. The voters’ lists are to be
displayed on notice boards, outS|de of the voting room, in a convenlent place for voters to see
and to have access to them.

(Article 48. Public Display of Voter Lists)

12. To replace “have the right to check the accuracy” with “check the accuracy” in Article
59.1

59.1. The relevant election commission shall check the correctness of the information included
in the documents defined by this Code and in the signature sheets of each candidate, and
whether the information for nominating the candidates is in compliance with the requirements of
this Code. The relevant election commission shall kave-the—tghtte check the accuracy of
biographical information and other information about the candidates, submitted by candidates,
political parties, bloc of political parties and voters in accordance with this Code.

(Article 59. Checking Accuracy by the Election Comm issions of Signature Sheets and
Documents Submitted by Candidates, Political Partie s, Blocs of Political Parties)
13. To amend Article 60.2.1 as follows:

“60.2.1. Violation of requirements of Article 57.1 of this Code during the collecting of
signatures.”

(Artlcle 60 Reglstranon ofa Candldate)

14. To consider Article 73 as Article 73,
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Article 73*. Candidate’s Refusal from the Status of Candidacy.

73'.1. The nominated candidate can withdraw his/her application of consent to be a
candidate at any time, by sending written notification to the relevant election commission. Such
written notification cannot be withdrawn.

73%.2. The registered candidate can withdraw his/her candidacy by submitting a written
application to the relevant election commission at least 10 days prior to Election Day. Such an
application cannot be withdrawn. The relevant election commission shall make a decision on
canceling a candidate’s registration within 1 day of receiving an application from the candidate.
If a registered candidate withdraws his/her candidacy without compelling reasons indicated in
Article 73.3 of this Code, the relevant election commission should get back the fund, given to
the candidate from the budget, and the registration deposit shall not be returned in this case.

73'.3. Compelling grounds for withdrawing the candidacy of a registered candidate, as well as
for candidates of a political party or bloc of political parties, shall be understood as resulting
from the incapacitation of a candidate as a result of a serious iliness, as determined by a court
decision on the basis of an examination by the relevant medical body specified in the Labor
Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

73" 4. Information on the withdrawal of candidacy by the candidate him-/herself, shall be posted
on notice boards of the Central, Constituency and Precinct Election Commissions, as stipulated
in Article 98.3 of this Code.

15. To add Article 73 as follows:
Article 73. Referendum Campaign Group’s Refusal of its Status

73.1. Authorized representatives for establishing a campaign group on referendum can
withdraw the notification of establishment of a campaign group on referendum at any time. A
relevant petition on this issue must be signed by the authorized representatives for establishing
a campaign group on referendum. Such a petition shall not be withdrawn.

73.2. Authorized representatives of a registered campaign group on referendum can submit an
application to the relevant election commission, at any time, to deregister the campaign group
on referendum. Such an application must be signed by all authorized representatives of the
campaign group on referendum. Upon the receipt of such an application, the relevant election
commission must make a decision on deregistration of a campaign group on referendum within
a one day period.

16. To edit Article 75.2 as follows:

“The Election campaign shaII commence 60 days prior to Election Day are-finish-24-hourspH et
- Election campaigning through mass media shall end 48
hours prior to Electlon Day EIectlon campaigning via public activities shall end 24 hours prior to
Election Day”.

(Article 75. The Period of Election Campaigning)

17. To replace “24” with “48” in Article 76.2.

76.2. The results of the public opinion survey and the forecast of election results shall not be
allowed to be published in mass media for 48 24 hours before the Election Day.

(Article 76. Public Opinion Survey)
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16. To replace “TV and radio companies ” and “those TV and radio companies ” with
“Public TV and radio companies " in the first sentence; and to replace “or” with “and” in Article
77.1. To add the following sentence: “No election campaig n is conducted by the TV and
Radio companies that belong to the state .”

77.1. If founders of Public Television and radio companies Fi=radie-companies or
periodicals are state bodies and organizations, and et they are funded from the state budget,
Public Television and radio companies and editorial offices of
the penodlcals shall create equal conditions for registered candidates, political parties and bloc
of political parties to conduct their election campaign, and for referendum campaign groups
having 20 thousand members or more to conduct their pre-referendum campaign for and e
against issues to be discussed at a referendum, using allocations from the government budget.
Organizations mentioned above cannot campaign for and e+ against the registered candidates,
political parties and bloc of political parties, or issues to be discussed at a referendum on their
own initiative. No election campaign is conducted by the TV and Rad  io companies that
belong to the state.

(Article 77. Basic Duties of Mass Media during Pre-  Election Campaign)
17. To add Article 81.11 as follows:

81.11. Paid air time for election campaigning on TV and radio shall be allocated in conformity
with the legislation on advertisement.

(Article 81. Conditions for Allocation of Paid Airt ime for Conduct of Election Campaign
on TV and Radio)

18. To add the following expressions to Articles 100.2.2 and 100.2.7 “(except Elections to
the Milli Majlis and to Municipalities)”

100.2.2. number of voters who obtained de-registration cards for voting (except Elections to the
Milli Majlis and to Municipalities);

100.2.7. number of voters who voted with de-registration cards for voting (except Elections to
the Milli Majlis and to Municipalities);
(Article 100. Voting Protocols of Election Commissi ons)

19. To remove Articles 100.2.4, 100.2.10, 100.2.11

(Article 100. Voting Protocols of Election Commissi ons)

20. To remove the expression “and envelopes for ballot papers” from Article 100.2.6

100.2.6. number of ballot papers s issued to voters voting
outside the voting station;

(Article 100. Voting Protocols of Election Commissi ons)
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21. To remove “in envelopes” from Article 100.2.12

100.2.12. number of ballot papers #=eawelepes in mobile ballot boxes (excluding ballots of
indeterminate form);
(Article 100. Voting Protocols of Election Commissi ons)

22. To remove “envelopes and” from Article 108.3.

108.3 The following shall be attached to the first copy of the relevant protocol of the Central
Election Commission: Complaints (applications) about violations of this law on Voting Day,
received by the Central Election Commission and decisions made by the Central Election
Commission with respect to these complaints and applications; an act on receipt of epvelepes
and ballot papers by the Central Election Commission; an act on canceling the unused
envelepes—and ballot papers (recording their number); and an act on issuing voting cards and
on canceling unused voting cards (recording their number). The above mentioned acts shall be
signed by the chairperson and secretaries of the Central Election Commission. Verified copies
of complaints (applications), decisions of the Central Election Commission and acts mentioned
above shall be attached to the 2" copy of the protocol.

(Article 108. Completion of Protocols of the Centra | Election Commission)

23. To add the following sentence before the first sentence of Article 101.1. “Voters can be
issued de-registration cards during Referendum and Presidential Elections.”

101.1. Voters can be issued de-registration cards during Referendum and Presidential
Elections. The Central Election Commission shall approve the design of the de-registration card
for voting (hereinafter — voting card) , rules for its preparation, number, and the design of the
register-book on issuance of voting cards at least 60 days prior to Voting Day. The voting cards
shall be produced in accordance with rules established in Articles 99.2. and 99.5. of this Code.
Voting cards shall be issued by superior election commissions to the lower election
commissions in accordance with the rules set forth in Article 99.6 of this Code. Chairpersons of
relevant election commissions shall be responsible for the issuance and storage of the voting
cards.

(Article 101. De-Registration Card for Voting)

24. To amend Article 102 as follows:

Article 102. Marking voters’ thumbs with invisible ink

102.1. The Precinct Election Commission implements marking a voter’s thumb using harmless,
invisible liquid while issuing a ballot paper on Election Day.

102.2. The left thumb of the voter shall be marked by spraying.

102.3. An Ultraviolet lamp is used to determine if the voter’'s thumb was previously marked.
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25. To replace “19” with “18” in Article 104.1.

104.1. Voting shall be held from 08:00 till 18.00 4£9:08 on the voting day. The Precinct Election
Commission should inform the voters of the place and time of voting at least 25 days prior to
the voting day via mass media or using notice boards

(Article 104. Rules for Voting)

26. To consider Article 104.6 as Article 104.7
27. To add Article 104.6 as follows:

104.6. One of the Precinct Election Commission members stays at the entrance of the election
precinct and he/she checks citizens’ voter cards, IDs or other identification documents, as well
as part of the nail and skin of the voter’s left thumb to see if it was previously marked with the
liquid indicated in Article 102, and gives permission for entrance. If such a marking is found, the
voter shall not be issued a ballot paper. Another member of the Precinct Election Commission
checks the availability of the voter’'s name on the voters’ list and issues a ballot paper for that
voter. The voter shall be explained that s/he cannot be issued a ballot paper if s/he refuses to
have his/her thumb marked. If the voter does not agree, s/he shall be asked to leave the
election precinct. A note “refused to be marked” is recorded on the voters’ list. If the voter
agrees, his/her left thumb shall be marked.

(Article 104. Rules for Voting)

28. To remove sentences 5 and 6 from Article 104.7.

104.7. A ballot paper shall be provided to a voter upon presenting the voters card with his/her
identification or substitute document. After the voter receives the ballot paper, the serial and
batch number of his/her identification or substitute document shall be recorded in the voter list.
The serial and batch number of the identification or substitute document shall be entered in the
voter list by a member of the Precinct Election Commission. The voter shaII check correctness
of the records and sign upon recelvmg the ballot paper

able to receive a ballot paper mdependently he/she can use the help of other persons,
excepting members of the Precinct Election Commission and observers. The person who helps
the voter should put down his/her surname and initials and sign in the column “signature of
voters on receipt of ballot paper” in the voter list.

(Article 104. Rules for Voting)

29. To remove the expression “in an envelope stamped by the seal of the Precinct Election
Commission” from Article 104.10

104.10. A voter shall place the marked ballot paper in ar—ervelepe-—stamped-by-the-—sealel
Rrecinct-Election-Commission-and-drop-ite the ballot-box.

(Article 104. Rules for Voting)

30. To amend the third sentence of the Article 106.2 as follows: “When counting ballots
from the mobile ballot box, if the total number of ballot papers is more than the number of
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requests (total number of voters who were issued ballot papers), then all votes in the mobile
ballot box shall be considered to be invalid by decision of the Precinct Election Commission.”
To remove fifth sentence from Article 106.2. To replace “envelopes” with “ballot papers.”

106.2. Ballot boxes are opened one by one: first the mobile ballot box, then the stationary ballot
box. Ballot papers Ervelepes in the mobile ballot box shall be counted first. Their number
should not exceed the number of requests. When counting ballots from the mobile ballot box, if
the total number of eavelepes-waith ballot papers is more than the number of requests (i.e. the
total number of voters who were issued ballot papers), then all votes in the mobile ballot box
shall be considered invalid by decision of the Precinct Election Commission. An act on this,
which includes a list of the surnames of the commission members that accompanled the mobile
ballot box, shaII be attached to the final protocol ; ;

have voted wrth a votrng card shaII be added to the number of voters who appear on the voter
list of the precinct.
(Article 106. Vote Counting in Voting Station)

31. To remove Article 106.3.

(Article 106. Vote Counting in Voting Station)

32. To remove “packaged and stamped envelopes” from Article 106.7

The following shall be sent to the Constituency Election Commission, accompanied by the
chairman of the Precinct Election Commission and two members representing different
political parties and observers, immediately but not later than 24 hours after the counting of
votes: The first copy of the protocol together with complaints (applications) about violations
of this law received by the Precinct Election Commission and decisions made by the
Precinct Election Commission with respect to these complaints and applications, an act on
receipt of ballot papers by the Precinct Election Commission, an act on canceling the unused
ballot papers (indicating the number of such ballots), an act on issuing voting cards and on
canceling unused voting cards (recording their number), an act on the number of torn off left
corners of the ballot papers, an act on the number of spoiled ballot papers mentioned in the
Article 104.15 of this Code, along with packaged-and-stamped-envelop es, the act provided
for in Article 105.3 of this code, and the ballots and the voter list for the precmct (together
with voting cards attached). All documents mentioned above should be signed by the
chairperson and secretaries of the Precinct Election Commission. Verified copies of
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complaints (applications), decisions of Precinct Election Commissions and acts mentioned
above, shall be attached to the 2nd copy of the protocol.

(Article 106. Vote Counting in Voting Station)
33. To remove “envelopes and” from Article 107.4.

107.4 The following shall be sent to the Central Election Commission, accompanied by the
Constituency Election Commission Chairman and representatives of various political parties,
immediately but not later than 2 days from after Voting Day: The first copy of the protocol of the
Constituency Election Commission together with complaints (applications) about violations of
this law on Voting Day, received by the Constituency Election Commission, decisions made by
the Constituency Election Commission with respect to these complaints and applications, an
act on receipt of envelepes-and ballot papers by the Constituency Election Commission, an act
on canceling of unused envelepes-and ballot papers (recording the number of such cards), and
an act on issuing voting cards and on canceling unused voting cards (recording their number).
The above mentioned acts shall be signed by the chairperson and secretaries of the
Constituency Election Commission. Verified copies of complaints (applications), decisions of
Constituency Election Commission and acts mentioned above shall be attached to the 2nd
copy of the protocol.

(Article 107. Completion of Protocol of a Constitue  ncy Election Commission)

34.  To add Article 111 as follows:

Article 111", Bodies for handling complaints on actions (lack of actions) and decisions that
violate citizens’ election rights

111%.1. Fact-finding groups composed of lawyers shall be established within the election
commissions, with the purpose of handling the citizens’ complaints on actions (lack of actions)
and decisions that violate citizens’ election rights,

111".2. Fact-finding groups within the Central Election Commission shall be comprised of 6 9
members.

111".3. Fact-finding groups within the Constituency Election Commission shall be comprised of
3 6 members.

Article 1112 Ensuring the Activity of the Fact-finding groups.

1112.1. Fact-finding groups shall be formed at least 150 days prior to Voting Day.

1112%.2. Activities of the Fact-finding groups are regulated by the Article 19 of this Code, and
requirements of Articles 22.1, 22.3-22.10 are applied to the members of those groups.

111%.3. A member of a Fact-finding group cannot be a member of an election commission or
another Fact-finding group at the same time.

1112.4. The term of office of the Fact-finding groups is regulated by Article 23 of this Code.
111%5. Rules for handling citizens’ complaints are governed by Regulations approved by the
Central Election Commission.

1112.6. Provisions of Articles 27, 33 and 38 of this Code are applied relevantly to members of
the Fact-finding groups.

111%7. The Chairperson and members of Fact-finding groups receive salaries from the state
budget during the period starting with the date of the official announcement of elections by
authorized state body to the date of the publication of election results, in an amount defined by
the Central Election Commission. Salary of members, elected to the Fact-finding groups,
working for bodies, organizations or institutions funded by state or local budgets, shall be
retained by their main employers.

35. To amend Article 112.5 as follows:
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112.5. Complaints submitted by citizens must contain the following:

112.5.1. The name of the commission for handling citizens’ complaints to which the
complaint is addressed;

112.5.2. Address for sending the applicant a notification about the time when the
complaint will be considered;

112.5.3. Decision, action, or lack of action, which are the object of a complaint;
112.5.4. If it is a decision, it must be attached to the complaint; names of the election

commission or state institution, which are the objects of the dispute must be recorded; and the
official must be indicated;
112.5.5. If it is an action, the name (position) of the person who committed the
unlawful action, the substance of the action, and the place and time the action was committed
must be clearly indicated,;

112.5.6. If it is a lack of action, the applicant must indicate the demand which was not
considered and the name of the institution or person that did not consider the demand;

112.5.7. The basis for the complaint can be an assumption of a violation of the
Election Code and other legislative acts;

112.5.8. Evidence for purported violation or explanation as to what constitutes the
violation ;

112.5.9. Demand of the applicant;

112.5.10. In the case the complaint is filed with the superior Commission about a

decision of the lower Commission, the decision of the relevant election commission must be
annexed to the complaint.

112.5.11. The applicant must sign the complaint. If the complaint is filed by political
parties or a bloc of political parties running for elections, then the complaint must be signed by
the authorized representative with his/her document of authorization attached.

(Article 112. Filing Complaints on Actions (Lack of Actions) and Decisions that Violate
Citizens’ Rights to Elect)

36. To amend Atrticle 112.9 as follows:

112.9. The superior election commission shall have the right to cancel the decision of the lower
subserdinate election commission, ¢ to make a decision regarding the substance of the matter
eomplaint or to instruct to re-examine the wesy issue.”

(Article 112. Filing Complaints on Actions (Lack of Actions) and Decisions that Violate
Citizens’ Rights to Elect)

37.  Toadd Article 112" as follows:
Article 112*. Handling Complaints by Fact-finding groups.

112%.1. Complaints on actions (lack of actions) and decisions that violate citizens’
election rights shall be presented to Fact-finding groups.

112%.2. Rules for handling citizens’ complaints shall be established by the Central
Election Commission.
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11213 All Fact-finding groups must register received complaints, in numerical order
with dates of receipt.

112 4. Once the complaint is registered the Fact-finding group will have the
following responsibilities:

b) to issue an opinion on the complaint to the relevant election commission;
C) to require additional information about the complaint;

d) to apply to the relevant state body for additional information;

e) to obtain additional evidence (video, written materials etc.) if necessary;
f) to take other actions.

112 5. The Fact-finding group within the Constituency Election Commission must

follow the following rules while citizens submit complaints:
1121.5.1. Receive the written complaint and register it;

1121.5.2. If the complaint is submitted in person, the applicant must be
given a receipt on the complaint;

1121.5.3. If the complaint is received in violation of the rules established by
this Code, then the complaint must be sent back to the applicant by the chairperson of the
commission;

112'.5.4. If the complaint contains information of a criminal nature, such information
must be immediately sent to the Central Election Commission;

112'.5.5. If the complaint is under the jurisdiction of the commission that received
the complaint and of another body, the Fact-finding group must recommend that that
Constituency Election Commission not consider the complaint on its substance and that it
resolve the issues within its responsibilities and send the other issues under another body’s
responsibilities to that other body for resolving.

112.6. The Fact-finding group within the Central Election Commission must follow
the below mentioned rules along with Article 1125 of this Code:

1126.1. Make recommendations for a relevant decision following the Articles 60.6,
68.5, 87.9, 88.7, 88.8, 113, 115 and 116 regarding the complaints about illegal actions of other
bodies and officials that are not related to the actions (lack of actions) or decisions of the
election commissions.

112%.6.2. If the relevant Fact-finding group or its chairperson do not take measures that can
satisfy the applicant, a complaint can be filed about action (lack of action) or decision of the
group or action (lack of action) of the official of the group in accordance with this Code.

112%.6.3. If the written complaint is of a criminal nature but does not relate to elections,
such a complaint must be sent to the Prosecutor’s office without discussing it at the meeting of
the Central Election Commission.

112%.6.4. If the Fact-finding group within the Constituency Election Commission
receives a complaint from the election subjects containing criminal actions related to the
elections, this complaint shall be discussed at the meeting of the group in conformity with Article
1121.8 of this Code and the group must take actions about the issues within its responsibilities.
If the Commission concludes that actions considered by the Criminal Code took place, the
Commission shall make a grounded decision on informing the Prosecutor’s office about those
actions. A copy of the complaint shall be attached to the information provided. If the group,
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while discussing the complaint, has difficulties in establishing whether there are actions or
probability of such actions considered by the Criminal Code, the group shall make a decision
about the issues within its responsibilities, and shall send the complaint to the Fact-finding
group within the Central Election Commission for an opinion on the issue.

112'.6.5. While discussing the complaint received from the Constituency Election Commission,
the Fact-finding group within the Central Election Commission shall give an opinion in order to
establish whether the violation reported in the complaint is a criminal case established by the
Criminal Code, and determine the probability of a criminal action.

112*.6.6. If the Fact-finding group within the Central Election Commission determines that those
are the cases mentioned in Article 1121.6.5, the complaint must be sent to the relevant
prosecutor’s office.

1121.6.7. If the cases mentioned in Article 1121.6.5 are not determined in
the complaint received, then the case is archived.

112'.6.8. If it is refused without any ground to investigate the complaints considered
by Article 112.5, then the Central Election Commission shall take actions within its
responsibilities on imposing the liability on the official (officials) of the Constituency Election
Commission and its Fact-Finding group in compliance with the rules established by the
legislation.

112%.7. Complaints are discussed at the meeting of the Fact-finding group. The
meeting is valid if two thirds of members of the fact-finding group are present at the meeting. If
the applicant expressed willingness to attend the meeting in his/her appeal, s/he must be
personally informed, about the place and time of the meeting by telephone or mail, a day prior
to the meeting. Absence of the applicant at the meeting of the group is not an obstruction for
discussing the issue. Even if the applicant is not informed, his/her request to participate must be
met.

1128. The member of the Fact-finding group appointed to make the report shall
inform about the complaint at the meeting. If the applicant or his/her authorized representative
is present at the meeting s/he can explain the complaint. A representative of the Constituency
Election Commission whose decision is under discussion can be invited to the meeting of the
Fact-finding group within the Central Election Commission and s/he has the right to justify the
decision made.

112%.9. The applicant has the right to present new evidence via documents or
witnesses. Once the evidence is submitted and the preliminary investigation is completed, s/he
must leave the meeting room on the request of the person chairing the meeting from the
moment the session for decision-making starts until the decision or opinion is announced.
Decision or opinion of the Fact-finding group is made via simple majority of votes. Once the
decision or recommendation is made it is immediately announced publicly.

112.10. The Fact-finding group that investigates the complaint must make a decision
or issue an opinion within the period established by Article 112.10. If additional investigation is
needed, the group can make a temporary decision. Such a decision must be made within 3
days from the date of receipt of complaint, and immediately on Election Day.

112%.11 Fact-finding groups that investigate the complaints can make the following
recommendations:

112%.11.1. Cancel the decision of a lower election commission;
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112'.11.2. Warn the election subject in conformity with Article 113.1
of the Election Code;

112'.11.3. Refuse registration of a candidate in cases established by Article 113.2 of
the Election Code;

112'.11.4. Appealing to the court for deregistration of a candidate in cases established
by Article 113.2 of the Election Code.

112%.11.5. Instruct to re-examine the issue raised by the applicant by the relevant
election commission;

112412 If the complaint is not within the responsibilities of the Fact-finding group a
decision on sending the complaint to the relevant institution is made;

112%.13 A decision or an opinion is announced immediately after it is made, or
published (posted on website) not later than 24 hours after it is made and is delivered or sent to
the applicant.

112%.14. Decision or opinion of the Fact-finding group must be based on the
following:
112%.14.1. The complaint must be received within the rules and period established by

the law, i.e. within 3 days after the action (lack of action) took place or interested part is
informed.

112%.14.2. Complaints must be submitted by the person (according to Article 112.1,
voters; candidates; registered candidates; political parties; blocs of political parties; referendum
campaign group; agents of registered candidates, political parties, blocs of political parties,
referendum campaign group; observers as well as election commissions ) who have such a
right.

37. To replace, in Article 113.1, the expression “filing a complaint with a court on
cancellation of registration” with “deregistration stipulated under Articles 73 and 73" of this
Code, or appeal to the court in conformity with the Article 113.2 of this Code.”

113.1. If a candidate, registered candidate, political party, bloc of political parties, referendum
campaigning group violates provisions of this Code, the relevant election commission shall
warn this candidate, registered candidate, political party, bloc of political parties, referendum
campaigning group through the mass media, providing the voters are informed. The election
commission shall have the right to make a decision about the following issues irrespective of
whether or not a complaint considering Article 112.2. of this Code was made about them:

. refusal of registration of a candidate, referendum campaigning group;

registered candidate, or of a referendum campaigning group stipulated under Articles 73 and
73% of this Code, or appeal to the court in conformity with the Article 113.2 of this Code;

. invalidation of election of a candidate;
. cancellation of a decision on voting results and election returns.

(Article 113. Cancellation of Registration of Regis tered Candidates, Referendum
Campaigning Groups and Refusal of Registration of C andidates)

38. To amend title of Article 181 as follows:
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Article 181. Collection of Signatures in Support of a Candidate for Presidency and Checking the
Signatures
(Article 181. Collection of Signatures in Supporto  fa Candidate for Presidency)

38. To amend Article 113.2 as follows:

113.2. Registration of a candidate, referendum camp  aign group shall be cancelled in the
cases mentioned below if there is a court verdict i n force on the criminal case or there is
a court decision on the administrative offence.

(Article 113. Cancellation of Registration of Regis tered Candidates, Referendum
Campaigning Groups and Refusal of Registration of C  andidates)

39. To remove Article 113.2.1.

(Artlcle 113 Cancellatlon of Reglstratlon of Regis tered Candldates Referendum
Campaigning Groups and Refusal of Registration of C ~ andidates)

40.  To add Article 113 *.1. as follows:
113.1. The election commission can refuse registrat ion of a candidate, referendum
campaign group if the information they submit accor ding to this Code is not true or their

invalidity is of great importance (except the cases mentioned in Article 60.3 of this
Code.)

41. To replace “joint discussions, roundtables” with “d ebates in conformity with the
rules defined by the Central Election Commission” i n Articles 127.2, 155.2, 189.2, 224.2.

127.2. One third of the total volume of free airtime of TV and radio companies shall be allocated
to referendum campaign groups with more than 20,000 members for holding debates in
conformity with the rules defined by the Central E lection Commission jeint-disedssions;
reundtables and other campaigning activities.

(Article 127. Actions, taking into consideration pr ovisions of Articles 77.2 and 77.3 of
this Code Special Requirements for Conduct of Pre-r  eferendum Campaign by Mass
Media)

155.2. 1/3rd of total free airtime on TV and radio should be allocated for registered candidates,
political parties and blocs of political parties, which have registered candidates in more than 60
single-mandate constituencies, to hoId debates in conformity with the rules defined by the
Central Election Commission and other election campaigning
actions.

(Aticle 155. Special Requirements for Conduct of Pr  e-election Campaign in Mass Media
During Elections to the Milli Majlis)

189.2. One third of total volume of free airtime allocated by TV and Radio companies shall be
envisaged for the registered candidates for Presidency to conduct debates in conformity with
the rules defined by the Central Election Commissio n debates—reundtables: and other
campaigning activities.
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(Aticle 189. Specific Requirements for the Conduct of the Election Campaign through
Mass Media during Presidential Elections)

224.2. 1/3 of total free airtime allocated by TV and radio companies should correspondingly be
provided to the political parties and bloc of political parties, which have registered candidates in
more than 1/3 or in more than half of municipalities, to conduct debates in conformity with
the rules defined by the Central Election Commissio n and other
campaigning actions taking into consideration provisions of Artlcles 77 2 and 77.3 of this Code.
(Article 224. Special Requirements for Candidates o  f Political Parties, Blocs of Political
Parties to Municipal Membership for Conducting Pre-  election Campaign)

42. To replace 72.2 with 77.2 in Article 127.3.

127.3. Airtime for the conduct of the joint campaign activities on channels of each TV and radio
companies mentioned in Articles 77.2 #2=and 77.3 of this Code shall be allocated and
calculated for the referendum campaign groups stipulated in those articles. The registered
referendum campaign groups should equally use this free airtime. In this case, the volume of
airtime to be used by each referendum campaign group is determined separately.

(Article 127. Actions, taking into consideration pr ovisions of Articles 77.2 and 77.3 of
this Code Special Requirements for Conduct of Pre-r  eferendum Campaign by Mass
Media)

43. To amend Article 128.2.1. as follows:
128.2.1. special funds of the referendum campaign g  roups with condition not to exceed
5,000 manats;

(Atlcle 128 Referendum Funds of Referendum Campalg n Groups)

44, To amend Article 128.2.3. as follows:
Voluntary donations not exceeding 1,000 manats for citizens and 10,000 manats for legal
entities.

(Atlcle 128. Referendum Funds of Referendum Campalg n Groups)

45. To remove “conventional financial unit which is in force on the day of official
publication of decision on the determination of the referendum”; to replace “times” with
“manats”, “25” with “50”, “250 thousand” with “one million”, “500 thousand” with “five

million” in Article 128.3.

The maximum Ilimit for referendum funds of registered campaign groups on referendum
mentloned in Artlcle 774 of th|s Code cannot exceed 50 85 thousand manats %es the

; the maximum limit for the referendum funds of reglstered
campalgn groups on referendum mentioned in Artlcle 77 3 of thls Code cannot exceed one
m|II|on manats %&mu%ames

referendum funds of reglstered campargn groups on referendum mentroned in Artrcle 77 2 of

this Code cannot exceed five million manats 5868-theusand-times
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(Aticle 128. Referendum Funds of Referendum Campaig n Groups)

46. To remove “the conventional financial unit which is in force on the day of official
publication of decision on the determination of the referendum” from Articles 130.1.1 —
130.1.3

130.1.1. about the financial report for spending that fund if the amount of f|nanC|aI fund on

130.1.2about legal entities who made voluntary donatlons to the referendum fmancral fund,
amount of WhICh is more than 5 000 tlme ;

130.1.3about the number of citizens who made donatlons to referendum flnanC|al fund
amount of which is more than 250 times

(Article 130. Transparency in Using of Referendum Funds)

47. To replace “times” with “manats” throughout the tex t of Article 156; to remove
“the conventional financial unit, which is determin ed for the day of official publication of
the decision on determination of the elections” fro m Articles 156.1, 156.2.1, 156.2.2,

156.2.4; and to remove “the conventional financial unit, which is in force on the day of
publication of the decision on determination of the elections” from Articles 156.4.1 and
156.4.3.

156.1. The maX|mum limit of a candldates electlon fund assets should not exceed 500 #5
thousand manats :

156.2.1. the special funds of candidates and registered candidates — the amount of the
speC|al funds cannot be more than 500 4;9 thousand manats times

156.2.2. funds of candidates, political parties, which have nominated a registered candidate,
political parties, which are included in the bloc of political partles -- the amount of the funds
cannot be more than 150 % thousand manats%%e th ;

156.2.4. voluntary donations from citizens amounting not more than 3,000 588 manats ti#ses
the conventlonal financial un|t and Iegal entltles amountlng not more than 50 49 thousand

156.4.1. special funds of political part|es and bIoc of polltlcal partles not exceeding 500 5@
thousand manats

(such funds of blocs of pol|t|cal
partles are formed from the funds of poI|t|caI partles which are included in that bloc);

156.4.3. voluntary donations of citizens and legal entities. The limit of voluntary donations
cannot be more than 3,000 459 manats % the conventlonal fmancral un|t for citizens and
50 25 thousand traos
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(Article 156. Election Funds of Candidates, Registe  red Candidates, Political
Parties, Blocs of Political Parties during Election s to the Milli Majlis)

48. To replace “75" with “500” in Article 156.1, “10” with “500” in Article 156.2.1,
“25" with “150” in Articles 156.2.2, “500” with “30 00" and “10” with “50” in Article

156.2.4, “50” with “500” in Article 156.4.1, “150” with “3000", and “25” with “50” in

Article 156.4.3. ( see above — translator’s note )

(Article 156. Election Funds of Candidates, Registe red Candidates, Political Parties,

Blocs of Palitical Parties during Elections to the Milli Majlis)
49. To replace “manats” with “times” throughout the tex t of Article 159; to remove
“the conventional financial unit, which is in force on the day of publication of the

decision on the determination of the elections” fro m Articles 159.1.1 — 159.1.3 and
159.2.1 — 159.2.3.

159.1.1 on the financial statement of expendlture of funds if the election funds exceed
10 000 manats i

odetorminati clegt] for polltlcal parties and blocs of polltlcal
partles and 2, 500 times - for a candldate and reglstered candidate;

159.1.2 on the Iegal ent|t|es who contrlbuted donatlons to the eIectlon funds which
exceed 5 000 manats ;

determinati joRs for polltlcal party and bIoc of
political part|es and 1,250=times— for a candldate or registered candidate (in this case, the
possibility of transfer of funds through several installments of donations should be taken into
account);

159.1.3 on the number of C|t|zens Who contributed donations more than 250 manats

(in thls case, the pOSS|b|I|ty of transfer of funds by the
same Iegal entity through several installments of donations should be taken into account);

159.2. 3on the number of C|t|zens Who contributed donations more than 250 manats fmans tha

(Article 159.  Transparency in Use of Election Fund s During Elections to the Milli Majlis)

50. To replace “times” with “manats” throughout the tex t of Article 191; to remove
“the conventional financial unit, which is in force on the day of publication of the
decision on the determination of the elections” fro m Articles 191.1, 191.2.1 and 191.2.3 .

191.1. The maximum limit of the election fund of a candldate for Pre3|dency cannot be more
than 10 Z million manats

(Article 191. Election Funds of Candidates for Pres  idency)
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51. To replace “1” with “10” in Article 191.1, “25" wit h “250” in Article 191.2.1, “1500”
with “3000”, and “10” with “50” in Article 191.2. 3.

191.2.1 special funds (these special funds for candidates for Presidency nominated by
political parties or bloc of political parties shall be formed from the funds contributed by political
parties or political parties which have created bloc of political parties) of candidates for
PreS|dency, W|th a condltlon it cannot be more than 250 25 thousand manats a%e

191.2.3 voluntary donations of citizens and legal entities. For C|t|zens the I|m|t of
vquntary donatlons for cannot be more than 3, OOO manats S ;

%eal#eubhehe&for Iegal entltles more than 50 él;e=thousand manats %s
(Article 191. Election Funds of Candidates for Pres  idency)

52. To replace “times” with “manats” throughout the tex t of Article 192; to remove
expressions “the conventional financial unit, which is in force for the date the decision
on determination of the Election Day, is officially published” and “the conventional
financial unit” from Article 192.1.1; to remove “th e conventional financial unit which is in
force for the date the decision on determination of the election day is officially
published” from Articles 192.1.2 and 191.1.3.

192.11 about the financial report on expenditure of funds if the election fund of a
reglstered candldate for Presidency is more then 10,000 manats times—the——conventional

e%&eab%hee for the candldate for Presidency — 2, 500 times;

192.1.2 about the IegaI entltles who contrlbuted donatlons the amount of WhICh IS more
than 5 000 manats ;

H for the reglstered candldate
for PreS|dency for the candldate for Pre5|dency — 1,250 manats =times (in this case, the
possibility of transfer of funds by the same legal entity through several installments of donations
should be taken into account);

192.1.3 about the number of C|t|zens who contrlbuted donatlons to the electlon fund
WhICh iS more than 250 manats

(Article 191. Election Funds of Candidates for Pres  idency)

53. To remove “in a scale of yeni manats” in parenthes is in Article 209.2.

209.2. From the day of taking the oath, the PreS|dent of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall receive
monthly salary of 15, 000 (i
(Article 209. Commencement of the PreS|dents Powe r

54, To replace “times” with “manats” throughout the tex t of Article 225; to remove
the expression “the conventional financial unit, wh ich is in force on the day of official
publication of the decision on determination of the election day” from Articles 225.1.1,

225.1.2,225.1.4,225.1.5, 225.2, 225.5.1, 225.5.3, 225.6.

225.1.1. The amount of special funds of candidates for membership of a municipality
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for candldates for membershlp of a mun|C|paI|ty mentloned in Artlcle 215 1 6.;

225.1.2 election funds of political parties or blocs of political parties with nominated
candidates for membership of a municipality amounting to:

é# for candldates for membershlp of a mun|C|paI|ty mentloned in A rtlcle 215.1.5.,

day - for candldates for membershlp of a mun|C|paI|ty mentloned in Artlcle 215 1.6,
225 1 4 vquntary donatlons from citizens not more than 500 manats %%ﬂa%eea#eﬁa@ﬁa

(@R
_1

rtlcle 215 1.1.;

election-day - for candldates for membershlp of a mun|C|paI|t mentione
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day - for candldates for membershlp of a mun|C|paI|ty mentloned in Artlcle 215 1.6,

225.2. Maximum limit of the funds of candidates for membership of a municipality cannot
exceed:

candldates for membershlp of a mun|C|paI|ty mentloned in Artlcle 215.1.2,;

candldates for membershlp of a municipality mentloned in Artlcle 215 1. 6

225.5.1. the special funds of political parties and bloc of political partles — the amount of the
speC|aI funds cannot be more than 250 000 manats

political parties that constitute the bloc);

225.5.3. voluntary donations of C|t|zens and Iegal entltles Amount of vquntary donatlons
cannot be more than 750 manats 000

225.6. The maximum limit of the election fund assets of a political party or bloc of political
parties shall be determined through multiplying the amount stipulated in Article 225.3 of this
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Code by the number of nominated or registered candidates. In any case, the maximum limit
of the election fund assets of a polrtrcal party or bloc of polrtrcal partres cannot exceed

expended for each candldate should not exceed the amount provided for in Artlcle 225.3 of
this Code. Observance of this condition should be indicated in financial statements of
political parties or blocs of political parties.

(Article 225. Election funds of Political Parties, Blocs of Political Parties
and Candidates to Municipal Membership)

55. To replace “times” with “manats” throughout the tex t of Article 228; to remove
the expression “the conventional financial unit, wh ich is in force on the day of official
publication of the decision on determination of the election day” from Articles 228.1.1,

228.1.2,228.1.3,228.2.1, 228.2.2, 228.2.3.

228.1.1 on the financial report about usage of election fund of a candidate for a
membershlp of a mun|C|paI|ty if its amount is more than 1, OOO manats

H to the electlon fund of a candidate for membersh|p of a
munrcrpalrty (in thrs case, possibility of transfer of funds by the same legal entity through several
installments of donations should be taken into account);

228.1.3 on the number of cmzens Who contrlbuted donations, which are more than 250
manats &

membership of a municipality;

228.2.1on the financial statement of expendrture of funds if the election funds exceed 10,000

(|n thls case, pOSS|b|I|ty of transfer of funds by the
same Iegal entity through several installments of donations should be taken into account);

228.2. 3on the number of cmzens Who contrlbuted donations more than 250 manats %%me

(Article 228. Transparency in Usage of Money from  Election Funds of
Political Parties, Bloc of Political Parties and Ca  ndidates to Municipal Membership)

56. Il. This Law comes into force upon the date of publication.



