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“HRLIAMENT OF THE REPUHL:C OF MOLDOVA

. LAW
on the rights ct Tne persons beionging
tO naticnai pIROTriItiec

Hecogmizing the trutn that ail peskle are created equal and
nave i1nalienabie rights to life, freedom and wel i-being;

noting 115 adherence ¢S the General Declaration on Human
Rights and ocher international legai actss to whick the Regpub!ic
of Moldova has acceded; :

tek:ing intg account that muitieshnica: ~ecpie of the kepun-
1ic of Moldeva consists of moldovans and pecpis of ather ethnic
ariging :

AIminyg «t the enforcement of stability in the scciety ang
mutual undersianding ameng people of different ethnical origins.
languages anc cultares 1n the name of -progress and flourishing
of the societv: :

noting the necessity to estadlish = civilized legisliativse
basis for precevation and developmens of nationxl Binoritie=z;

the Pariiament adopts the Present law.

Chaptesz |
GENERAL PNGV1SIONSE

Arts 1. - by TPErsons 0elongIng to natiomal minorities' ars
mdersicod the persons whe live on the territory of the Republic

of Moldava and do not belong to the etanity that makes the majo-
rity ofthe pcpuisstion (moldovans! and consider themselves to be
rersons of other sthnrnica! origin.

Arti Le (1) Wecognition cf one’s belonging to the nationai

mirority is the exluscive and inalienable human
{2) Enjoyment of this »ight saall not entail any
negative consequenca. .
{8) No person is obliged $o prove the beicuging
. to any national BINOP1ITY . .

Art. 3. + Changing af the administrative-territorial sirunc-
ture of the Resublic of Moldova shall not EUTSUe
the aim of changine the sthnic~-demagrafical com-
positiem of the territory.

Art. 4. - Relations which result from the fulfilment b7 per-
sons who live on the territory of the Republic of
Moldova of the:r rights and liberties; connects ey
with their belonging to national minorities, ai
regulated by the Constitution of the Republic of
Moldove, by the present law: as wzll as by
the i1nternaticnal treas:es and agreements.

Chapter 1:
YUNDAMENTAL NIGRYTS

Art. 3. - The Stazte guarantees to 2il citizens of the e~
public of Moldovs equality before the law ana
anlthurities irrespective ot theipn nationality.
ethnical orig:n, janguages fartk and SUpPPCris
the development of the nstional self-conscicus-
Nens and self-expressi10ne.

Art. 8. t1) Any direct or indivect limitations of human
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rights and | -nerties basad on natiomal criteria
are interdicted and punished in conformity w3l th
Lthe lawe.

(2) State urgans sirictiy suppress attenmpts o+
national, etanizcal er racial discriminatica.

Art. 7. - (i The State recognizes and guarantees the right
of all citizens to preserve, develep and express
their ethn:ical, cuitural, itingual and peligions
identicty.

(&) Cualeural and ethmical diversity of the Peppie
of the Republic of Moldeva is recoognized as its
wealth and is protected by the state.

Art. 8. - (1! The State guarantees the creatiaon af the
agpropriate conaitions in orden to emable puw-
sons belcnging to national minorities t5 be
educated in their mother tongue or ts study 1t
‘a8 a special subject. . .
{2) The State guarantees in accardance with

" the law the right of fersons to choose the ian-
guage of instraction. . . . :

. .{3) In order. to Provide the educational insti-

tutions where the languages of instruction are
"'shose of national minorities with the Frogrseomes
textbooks and educational supwlies in these lan-

) ‘guages. and to contribute toc the training of sre-

( :  Cialists designed to work in such institutes,

. the competent organs af she Repubiic of Moldova
collaborate with theinr countarparts of the res- .
pective comtries. ; 4 :

Art.9. © (1) Persons belomging :o national minorities have

- 'the »right tc use freely their mother - tongue. -
(2) The State recogmizes and defends the right -
‘% to presarve; develeop and use the Russian as wmeli
- as other languages whick are nsed in the terpi-
Tory of the comtry.

Art. 10. - The State guarantees oublication of normative
acts, official reports ana cthen information o
national importance in the State and Russian
ianguages in the iocalities of compact residencs
of nazional minorities, as well as in the lan-
gusge of the respective netiunal minority, if

: necescsanyv.

Art. 11. - The names of localities, streets, public orga-—
nizations, public places ars indicated in
the State and Rusian languages, 1n the localities
cf ompact residence of national minonities - -

1n the longuage of the respective national m:-
nority; 1f necessary. S T

o Anrt. 12. - DPersons belonging to national minorities have

Dl

che right tc address puoblic i1nst: tution and to ..;
receive answar in the Stata o» BDussian languages,
'n the iccalities of .compact residence of natio-
nal mivorities - in the language of the respective
national minority, if necessarv. : L
Art. 13. - Persons belonging to national minorities have -
the right to estabiish mass media means and. .
to publish books in their_ languages as well. .-
The State accords support in organizing broant-
casting in the national minorities_vlanquages
L ‘on the State radio and TV. ST e
rt. 14. - Persons belonging to national minorities have 7
the right in conformity wi th the ‘'Taw to Practise
thelr neilgion and to periorm ',_’-_‘indi_viqual‘g_y_‘;:é :
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or 1n cutmpotiy T2l 19i0UsS rituals o to Swn culcs
Luildings, o SHEaEIN and UsSe the QHISCSS nerse-

sary for performance 0t rel:gi1cus rituals as R
weil as to perese a2iucidative neliciocus activi <
Ly in their motner tongue

srt. 15-. - Persons Delonging %0 naticnai minoriiies have

the right to use their national simbols, Lo co-
lebrate their nat:onzl hoiidays and hristcrical
vates, to participate 1n perfommance of tradi-
ticnal folk ricuals.

ATt. 1#&. - Perusons Delonging t0 naticna: minarities have
the right $o use, 1ncluding cfiicial decrments,
their names and surnames 1t the {orm common 111
their mother tongue. It is okl igatory to taks
intu account thelr respecsive will while making
efficial recaras of births, marriages and deaths.

Art. 17. - The State faciliitates human:tarian contacts af
rerscons Lelunging to nationad minorities with
the'r» historical moctherlandg. .

Art. 1. - Persoms belonging tc nat:o0nail minorities have
the right to em:igrate to taeir historical mo-
therliand Eoth 1n their private capacity and
on the basis of intermational agreements bet-

: ween the Republic of Moldova and the respective :
(, states. )
Art. i7. - Persons belonginy to naticnai minorities as

well as their ramity members who left the Repuh-
iiz of Molidova as refugess or whe were compei led
to emigrate have the right tc repatriate freelv.
Art. 20. ~ Historical and culiural monwments of national
minorities, situated in the territery of ithe Re-
pubiic ef Moldova, are protected by the lawm-

CHARTER 111l

URGANIZATICONS OF PERSONS RELONGING TC NATIONAL
MINORITLIES

Arts Zl. - ¥Versms belonging to national minorities have
: the mights; accorcing to the laws o wmite
to focrm associaciations 1n order €0 excercice
the:r right to identity.
Art. Ju. - A1 the associasions of percons belonging to na-
fi1onal! minorities have esqual rignits. None of them

( : may ciaim to be the only resresentative of res-
Previive minority. )
APT .l - The assoOciasicns ot pensans belonging to natio-

nal miaurities enjoy the support of the State 1
cCarrving out their programmses in the fields of
“ulture, science, education, =2nlignhtenment,
hisiorical research, cnarity, if their activity
does not contravene the iaw.YThey have the righi
to use the donations obtained frﬂm legal and
natural persons as well.

Art. 324. - The asscciasions of persons neIongtng to na
Lional minorities have the r:gat %o mantaxn -
conlacts wich specialized arganizations and de-
parloents from abroac.

Art. 28. + The Covermment, Binistries and departments,
local aathorities consult the associasions of
persuns belonging to naticnal minorities wniia

Sommm o & oEE———————— . - — - -
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slapoTating and parsuing Sheir poji-ies on oK -
Ltaure AnQ education.

Iae organ, ressons:ible for the cogperation bet-
ween the Govermmen: and the assgcsial ions of
rersons belonging *O 2ationai minoritiesy is
the Mativnalities H#tfairs Departmen t ,operating
on the basis or the Provision set ap by

the sovernment. Director Yeneral cf thic De-
rartment is apreintad by the sovernment by
adgreement with the Parl:amentary Committee on
Human RWighzs and Natiomna! Mizorities.

CHAPTER 1Y
YHE RIHT TO BE REPRESENTED AND T0 PARTICIFATE
IN THE GUVERNANCE

- Fersons belomging tc national mincrities nave
the rignt to participate 1n decision-making
and dec:sion-impiementing Process 1n the sphe-
res directly related te preservaition, develop-
ment and «Xpression of their identity.

- keptesentation of persone pelsnaing to naticnal
minocr:ties in the Parltament and 1ocal councils
18 achieved by ¢ree electionc.

- in decision-making concerning interests of per-

sons belonging to national! mineorities in edu-

Catiagna: and culturai ijelds, consuizatious

with theipr representatives ars obligatorny. To

this ends deputies grcups n the Parl:ament and
councillors yruups 1o the locz] coanciis compri-
sing persons belonging to nasicnal minorities
are created.

FPereons belongiang $0 nationai ainertties have

trhe right toc approximately proportional repre-

2entation in the structures oi executive axd

Judicial authorities at ali leveizs as weli as

in the arwmy and organs of Soci1a! order maintai- _

nence. The Statistcs Department pubiishes reg@edny

pecsive datgX twice a year. The cheats of
the ministries, departments and arzans of
the iocal administravion are respensibie for
the realization of this sminciple.

CHNPTER 7
FINAL PROVISIONS

- Nothing 1n this law can be elucidated as ron-
teining the menace to the 1naependence, save-
reignty and territotial intesrity of the Repnb-
5s¢ of Moldava .

- ihe excercise Of the rights and liberties ar
vhe pursons DEIONgGINYG 10 nav:inHual minorities
may nol restricy l2egal ri1gnss and i1nteresss
el other persuns. '

<« 4 By the r1aternational legal acte on human
rights s tou which the Wesudblic of Molaova
has acceded « O the 1ntamat:onal treanies
of the Republic of Moldova, Ovher Provisions
are sel 9P Which are at variance %o the legis-

— tation of the Republic of Moldcva on human
™Mmghts and rights of persons belonging to mAa=—" —
tionai misurities, then the prov:sions af

the ianternational lega norms anc treaties are

Lindine. ‘
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Backyruand Infurmation on the Drafl Law “On the Rights
u{ Persons Belonging to Naticnal Minourities”

Moldova ic a zZountr»y of 4,3 min. pecple with 64,3% aof tham
Leing Moldovans: 13:8% Ukranians, 13:0% Russians, 3,3% gagaux!
( maall turkish pacple who itraditionally practisa orthodox
Clwistianity we Ltheir main religion ), 2,0% Bulgariams, 0+s3%
Bywlorussiauss and 0,3% Romany ( or Gypsies ). While great ma-
Jority of Muldovans speak Moldevan languaye as their mother ton-
gue, knowing and widely using Russian @S their second languagye
Lthe moal of the population have as their first langumage of com-
munication hat of RusSlan. Knowledge of the Moldovan language
ammy this part of the population is still very limited.
Perestroika and democratisation in' the former Soviet Union
led 4u the upsurce of national feelings amangst the Moldovans
whose attention was focused on the idea of making the Maoldaovan
languaye official (. "state” ) one. In 1Y8Y a special law was
adoplad by the Surrime Soviet proclaiming the Moldovan langnage
the tmly “state” language. © - . e o
Thess» eventis, in tum, lerd to a considerable deterjoration
of inter-ethmnic relations in the Repuablic and contributed, among
other factore, to tho cococziom in 1990 of two torritoniecc? :
. Transdniaestiar ( territory on the laft bank of the Dniaster where
) Ukrainians and Russians taken logether constitute about €604 of
(' ' the populatior ) and Gagauzi region in the Scuth of Moldova.
- Break-down. of the  former Soviet Unioa lefi Moldova an indepen- -
dent countny with difficult-to-be-solved territorial disputes-
Parliamentary elections of February 1994, which led to na- .
tionalistic and pro-unificationist ( with the meighbouring Ro- -
mania) Pupular Front being custed: from power and centriat and -
pro-indesendence Agrarian. Democratic Party furaing a Governmend, . .
alluwed to yain improvements in the sphere of inter-sethnic re-
lativns. Languvage lemgislation was liberalised; though problems
remain ( spreading of knowledge of the Moldavan language being
pussible ounly duning a coasiderable period of time and with
she serious changes in the coéuntry’s educational system ).
1+ should be notsd that Moldcvan Citizenship Law of 1971
provides for "=ero option", that is it allawed all non-Moldovans
$0 yain Moldovan Citizenship notwithstanding whether they were
bora un the territory of the State or settled there bhefare 1990.
leyislatiur curcerning minorities is urgently needed, inclu-
dingly as a means of placating fears snd suspiciouns and building
cunficdence in striety.The Parliament of 1990-1994 ( first demo-
cratically rler<ecl) praved tn be unable to adopt 3 necessary le-
gizlation bezausy gf the intense disagreements among its members
) on the matters toacermed. T
( Pre=ent ducument was prepared by two members of newly elec-
T ted Parliament who come from °Socialist Unity’ group which draws
{ts wlectoral suyport nostly from among Russi an-splakers:
Vviadimir Solumeri, Cairman of the Parliamentary Commjttee On
Human Rights and National Minorities, MP, PH.D., and MIkhail
Sidorov, MP, member of the said Committee. They shifted empha-
sis fram the collective rights of national! mmmorities as such, 77
which was characteristic of ~ the debates in: the previous e
Parliament,._to the individuzal rights of persons Belonging tO0 T
national minoritiss, considering it to-be more in line with e
12 predoninantfa;titude'in the specialised interpational orga= .
nisations, sieh as INO, Coumcil of Europe, CSCE. They decided

that scme impurtemt provisions woncerning :uuh.syhereswés, - Ak
edncstion, will be regulated in other specific laws. . DA
 Transdniester and Gagauzl problems will demand specific
_legistative and uther measures; Which are not touchecd upon in
=== 7 this draft. S e e e o et o e
: The given cocumenmt wWas already pudlished 1in Moldova drawiay
both positive and critical comments from vaniane parts of secﬁ;-
ty. It is to he discussed in the Parliament during its autumn
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