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1. Adoption of the Agenda 
 
The participants adopted the agenda as set out in document CDL-DEM (98) 6. 
 
 
2. Study on the prohibition of political parties and analogous measures 
 
- Guidelines for the prohibition of political parties 

 
M. Steinberger (Chairman of the Sub-Commission) reminded the members of the Sub-
commission that the Venice Commission has adopted a report on the Prohibition of political 
parties and analogous measures (CDL-INF (98) 14) at its 35th Plenary meeting.  
 
The Secretariat recalled that the Secretary General of the Council of Europe expressed his 
interest in this study during the 36th Plenary meeting. Subsequently, the Venice Commission 
decided to draft guidelines on the issue.  
 
The participants of the meeting were also informed that the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe was to consider a motion for a resolution concerning the threat posed to 
democracy by extremist parties (Doc. 8263) during its plenary session in January 1999. 
 
Mr Steinberger proposed to wait until the Parliamentary Assembly takes a clear position on the 
issue and to start the work on guidelines in early 1999. 
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The Sub-Commission decided to consider, at its next meeting in March 1999 draft 
guidelines on the prohibition of political parties and analogous measures to be prepared by 
the Secretariat under the guidance of Messrs Pullicino, Tuori, Farkas and Lundum. 
The Secretariat was further asked to forward relevant documentation to all interested 
members of the Sub-Commission. 
 
 
 
  - Preliminary discussion on the study on the financing of political parties 
 
The Secretariat presented the activities of different bodies of the Council of Europe and other 
institutions concerning the financing of political. 
 
The Chairman of the Sub-Commission proposed to request the Secretariat to send out a short 
questionnaire in order to receive additional information from member countries. When most 
replies are received the Secretariat could prepare the draft report that could be by next meeting of 
the Sub-Commission. 
 
 
The Sub-commission decided to: 
- send a short questionnaire on the financing of political parties to the members of the 

Venice Commission; 
-      request the Secretariat to prepare a draft report on the financing of political parties 

on the basis of the replies to the questionnaire. 
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 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS/LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 
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Mr Helmut STEINBERGER, (Chairman), Professor at the University of Heidelberg, Director of the 
Max-Planck Institute  
 
ALBANIA/ALBANIE 
Mr Luan OMARI, Vice-President of the Sciences Academy of Albania, Tirana 
 
FINLAND/FINLANDE: 
Mr Kaarlo TUORI, Professor of Administrative law, Department of Public Law, Helsinki 
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