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1. Adoption of the Agenda 
 
The agenda was adopted as it appears in document CDL-DEM (2000) OJ10 /CDL-FED (2000) 
OJ15. 
 
2. General legal reference framework facilitating the settlement of ethno political 

conflicts in Europe 
 
Mr Garrone presented the document entitled “General legal reference framework facilitating the 
settlement of ethno political conflicts in Europe” (document CDL (2000) 70).  He recalled that 
the Commission had already adopted a basic document on this subject at its last meeting 
(document CDL (2000) 50).  At their 718th meeting (19 July 2000) the Ministers’ Deputies took 
note that the Venice Commission was ready to undertake an indicative study on this issue.  The 
study was drawn up following a request from the Italian Presidency of the Committee of 
Ministers. 
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The study does not set out to propose solutions to any or all conflicts, but takes a general 
approach, based on the experience of systems which allow a plurality of levels of public 
authority.  It is divided into two parts: first, the general context (permanence of states, territorial 
integrity, existing solutions), and the questions to be dealt with in such systems (distribution of 
powers, participation of entities in the decision making process of the central State, settlement of 
disputes, international guarantee). 
 

The joint meeting decided to submit the study on ethno political conflicts to the Plenary 
Commission for adoption, with some modifications. 

 
3. Progress of work on the Guidelines for the Financing of political parties 
 
Mr Robert recalled the principal points of this subject, as they were dealt with in the document 
adopted by the Commission at its June meeting (see document CDL-PP (2000) 1rev).  The 
constant aim is to identify who provides the funding, therefore what constitutes a political party; 
to determine on what occasion this funding should intervene, in a permanent manner or during 
the electoral campaign; to establish sanctions in case of violation of rules on financing. 
 
Mr Robert requested those Commission members interested in the follow-up to this study to let 
the Secretariat know.  A meeting on this subject will take place in November. 
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