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The Commission
- Paid tribute to the victims of the Madrid terrorettack of last year;

- held an exchange of views with Ambassador Rolandyei®, Permanent
Representative of Germany to the Council of Eurapd with Ambassador Per
Sjogren, Permanent Representative of Sweden toCthencil of Europe on co-
operation between theéommittee of Ministers and the Venice Commission;

- held an exchange of views with Mr Schieder and Mrgdns, Members of the
Par liamentary Assembly, on co-operation with the Assembly;

- was informed about the follow-up to earlier Veni€®@mmission opinions on the
appointment of the highest judges Albania and the introduction of individual
complaints to the Constitutional CourtsTafrkey andM oldova,

- adopted the opinion on the draft law amending @lwe dn the procedure of conducting
gatherings, meetings, rallies and demonstratioAs imenia;

- adopted the joint opinion of the Venice Commissaoidl OSCE/ODIHR on the revised
amendments to the electoral Codé&\omenia;

- was informed of the conference “Our choice: Euragagegration”, which took place in
Ljubljana on 19 January 2005 within the framewofkh@ Armenian Chairmanship of
the South Caucasus Parliamentary Initiative;

- was informed about co-operation wiilzer baijan on electoral matters;

- adopted the opinion on the Constitutional SituatioBosnia and Her zegovina and the
Powers of the High Representative;

- held an exchange of views with Mr Vardzelashvikgddty Minister of Justice, and with
Ms Zhvania, Head of Information and Education Dapant of the Office of the
Ombudsman ofGeorgia, and was informed about recent developments coimcer
South Ossetia;

- adopted the opinion on the draft constitutional @aneents relating to the reform of the
judiciary inGeorgia;

- held an exchange of views with representativehefgovernment oftaly within the
framework of the preparation, at the request of Rlagliamentary Assembly, of the
opinion on the compatibility of the Italian laws the media (“the Gasparri law”) and on
conflict of interest (“the Frattini law”) with thetandards of the Council of Europe in the
fields of freedom of expression and media pluralism

- adopted, at the request of the Parliamentary Adsenthe opinion on draft
constitutional amendments relating to the distidyubf powers between the Federation
and the states Wl exico in order to address the issue of the disappeasrtenurder of
a great number of women;
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endorsed the comments prepared by Mr Jambrek ardhklistians on the draft law on
religious institutions irger bia;

was informed on recent constitutional developmeng&erbia and M ontenegro;

endorsed the comments by Messrs Lapinskas, BataleYves Luchaire on the draft
National Strategy on the Reform of the Territo@aganisation System idkraine;

held an exchange of views with Mr Pelletier, Miarstielegate of Quebec for Canadian
intergovernmental affairs, for Canadian francopbaid for the reform of democratic
institutions, on the new Council of the Federatb@anada;

examined the preliminary report on existing natisamedies for the excessive length of
proceedings and held an exchange of views with ksdD, Chairman of the European
Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJYutmre co-operation on this matter;
adopted the annual report of activities for 2004;

elected for a period of two years Mr La Pergola&sPresident as well as Ms Flanagan
and Messrs Mifsud Bonnici, Dutheillet de Lamothel &ndzins as its Vice-Presidents.
It further elected Messrs Baglay, Solyom and Zaslenembers of the Bureau, as well
the chairs of its Sub-commissions;

was informed on the results and conclusions of rtieetings of the Council for
Democratic Elections ;

adopted the report on electoral rules and affiweadiction for national minorities;

confirmed the dates of its next Plenary sessiort110une 2005.



